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TuE " Lite and Work " of a man. — The phrase is 8tig- 

»geBtiTe ; and it is eminently apjJiealjle as the title of a 
biography of Sir John Thompaon. Hia life was full of 
work, and of work to which eniphatieally might be applied 
the old maxim, " La,borarc est ora/re," for the labours of 
tis busy life were pervaded and prompted by lofty aims 
and I'digiouB pi-inciples. 
That a record, a description, of his career should be 
g^ven to his country and to the world, is a matter not 
merely of appropriateness but of obligation ; for the vari- 
ous grounds upon which a claim for a biography of any 
person may be made on behalf of the public, are in this 
case combined, whether regarded from the historical, the 
I political, the legal, the exemplaiy, or the persoual point of 



To say this implies that the biographer will have 

^o lack of material ; hut it does not follow that his task 

^ill be easy. Indeed it must be admitted that in no case 

Jan the authoi-ship of a bio^aphy be free from difficulty; 

&jid of coui'sii, (.'specially is this the case when tha life to be 

ipreseated is that of a statesman whose position and duties 

l-jnevitahly hi-ought him not only into the midst of the stir 

A-ftnd strusa of a central place iu public life, and the contro- 

KTeraies and emulations with which it is surrounded, but 

BaIso included the taking of an important part in interna- 

^onal and other ti'ansactions i-equiiing deUcate handlingj 

ind diplomatic skill. 

The biographer of such a man will desire to i 
■discretion, but he will also wish to avoid thft cs\*ius 
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that in striviDg to exercise caution he haa incurred thai 
risk of dullness. He must enable his readera to ander- 
stand the domestic and pei-sonal characteristics of his 
subject, but he must not too freely lift the veil that pro- 
tects the sanctity of home and family life. Above all, 
while utilizing the opportunity for justifying any utter- 
ances or lines of conduct which he regards as having been 
misrepresented or misunderstood, he must not allow this 
proper sense of loyalty, this admiration for the character 
of his subject, to betray him into uncalled-for, perhaps 
unfair, disparagement of those whose attitude on the o 
fiion in question was that of opposition. And the need c 
good judgment and discretion in this matter is of course- , 
increased, when the controversies referred to are of ex- 
tremely recent occurrence. 

But it is not necessary to say more about the functions 
of ft biographer than will serve to draw attention to the 
manner in which the autlior of this memoir has pei'formed 
hia part. It may safely be preilicted that the general 
opinion will be that he has done hia work well. He has 
evidently aimed at maintaining the impartiality of a 
chronicler, together with the appreciation of an admirer. 
He has also shown that SL^nse of proportion which is 
especially necessary in the picture of a life so many-sided 
and so full of interest as that of Sir John Thompson. It 
is indeed not too much to say that to describe fully tlie 
chief portion of his public career would be to write a his- 
tory of Canada during the past decade ; and it is thus that 
the author has evidently felt it requisite to give a descrip- 
tive sketch of several of the chief events and public ques- 
tions which occupied or agitated the mind of the country 
during the period in view, in order that Sii- John Thomp- 
aon's actions and influence on these occasions may be 
jystiper}y presented to the reader. 
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It has already been remarked that the reasons for tlie 
appearance of this biography are nunieix)tis. A peinisal of 
the volume will make this apparent, even to those not 
previously in any personal manner acquainted with the 
circumstances and the subject; while by those who were 
in any way bix)ught in contact with Sir John Thompson, 
the book will be looked for with an eager, though melan- 
choly interest. 

But there is one feature in Sir John Thompson's char- 
acter which adds especially to the value of any memoir of 
his life. He has often been described as a man of reserved 
and even cold demeanour. It follows therefore that he nnist 
frequently have been liable to be misunderstood, or at least 
that the beauty of his character and disi)osition cannot 
always have been fully revealed. Doubtless to those who 
were at all intimately acquainted with him the less appa- 
rent features of his character had become familiar. But if 
the more genial side of his nature was to some extent hid- 
den, how desirable that this and every other distinguishing 
trait of the man should be as fully as possible described 
and portrayed ! To the attainment of that object the pub- 
lication of correspondence is doubtless a most important 
means, and it may be a cause of some regret that the pre- 
sent volume does not contain a lai'ger number of letters. 
But it must be borne in mind that the publication of cor- 
respondence, especially of the correspondence of a person 
who has occupied an impoi*tant position in public life, is a 
matter which requires time, for the purpose of deliberation, 
consultation, and classification ; in addition to which, the 
lapse of a certain period is sometimes necessary before cor- 
respondence upon some questions can suitably be given to 
the world. The present volume, however, is published in 
order to meet the immediate demand of the public; and 
meanwhile it may be hoped that at some later date there 
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may be an opportunity of liecuniing acquainted with at 
least a considerable portion of Sir John Thompson's corres- 
pondence. 

Reverting to what has been said regarding the manner 
and appearance of Sir John Thompson, the writer of this 
preface, if asked to give a description of the personality of 
the late Premier, would say that the dominant impression 
left on his Piind and recollection is that of combined 
Htrength and sweetness. When silent, his countenance no 
doubt often wore a composed, almost a stoical expression ; 
but thia, as a contrast, only made the bright and gentle 
smile more attractive. 

His remarkable aptitude as a listener, combined with 
an extraordinary power of grasping and presenting in a 
clear and lucid manner the various aspects and bearings of 
a subject, must have struck all who had occasion to confer 
with him on matters of business ; and hia faculty in this 
respect la illustrated in a highly interesting manner by one 
of the personal reminiscences recorded in the text by Bishop 
Cameron. 

Sir John Thompson had a ready and genial sense of 
hnmour. Many a quiet laugh have I shared with him, even 
during conversations on official matters, when anything 
drew from him a jocular remark, or recalled to either of us 
an amusing anecdote or reminiscence. With this sense of 
humour, as is often the case with those who possess it, 
there was the power of sarcasm, which (as members of the 
Dominion House of Commons could no doubt testify) was 
manifested on occasion. 

As a public speaker Sir John Thompson has been 
described as somewhat cold, although possessing in a liigh 
degi-ee the essentially important qualities of clear articula- 
tion, lucidity of expression, and an accurate sense of pro- 
portion in the division of a subject. I was debarred from 
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having many opportunities of hearing him speak in public, 
but the occasions on which that advantage was enjoyed 
would lead me to demur to the designation of " coldness " 
as applied to his oratory. Doubtless his delivery was calm, 
and in a sense unimpassioned ; but there was frequently 
a sympathetic ring — almost a tremor — in his tones, 
which in a patlietic passage would readily have moved 
many to tears. And indeed it could not be that this note 
of sympathetic feeling, albeit as an undertone, should be 
absent from even the public utterances of one whose 
deep and true feeling was manifested so clearly in every 
relation of life. 

In short, as has already been said, in him were united 
gentleness and strength — marks of true manliness and 
nobility of character. 

Such were some of the characteristics of the subject 
of this memoir. And though the promptings of affection 
and appreciation would incite the writer to linger on the 
theme, this informal preface must be brought to a close. 

Sir John Thompson was a great man. He has made 
his mark. His influence has been for good, and its impress 
is of an abiding nature. His country has reason to be 
proud of him ; it has reason to be thankful for him ; and 
it may be confidently recorded that his character and his 
abilities were such as would have fitted him to occupy with 
success and distinction the very highest positions that can 
be attained by any statesman in the British Empire. 




Ottawa, Feb. S5, 1895. 
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CHAPTER L 



A Great Canadian. 



The Right Honourable Sir John S. D. Thompson 
possessed one of those strong minds which, in different 
ages of the world's history, have occasionally awaycd the 
destinies of nations and controlled the people, by pure 
force of intellect. He was undoubtedly a great man. Tried 
by ordinary standards, it is perhaps difficult to comprehend 
his marvellous success in public life. He had no adventi- 
tious surroundings of family or wealth. He did not 
possess a commanding peraonal appearance and had none 
of that magnetism of manner, that charm and fascination 
of speech and gesture, which enabled Sir John A Mac- 
donald. Lord Palmeraton or James G. Blaine to lead men 
whither they would. Yet; by the power of ability, con- 
centration of purpose, and force of character, he rose with 
unique rapidity to the highest place in his province, in 
his party and in his country. 

The last nine years of bis life were filled with tri- 
umphs which came not as the reward of popularity, nor 
upon waves of national passion, but as the results of a 
great mind working with patience and patriotic zeal; with 
clear insight and acute intelligence, upon the different 
problems which were presented. Triumphs over personal 
prejudice, born of that self -repression which made a strong 
man shrink from the arts of the ordinary politician and 
take refuge Jn a coldness of manner which concealed Ida 
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really warm heart and many generous and sympathetic 
qualities. Triumphs over that deplorable sectarian senti- 
ment which for a long time refused to admit the greatness 
of the statesman and the goodness of the man who, in early 
life, had obeyed his conscience and conviction by a change 
of religion. Triumphs of oratory at the Bar and in Par- 
liament, upon the Bench and before the people. Triumphs 
of statesmanship, in the treatment of race and creed ques- 
tions which, under the manipulation of demagogues, threat- 
ened the disintegration of the Dominion ; and in the control 
of Parliamentary matters which more than once endangered 
the unity arid strength of the party. Triumphs of diplo- 
macy, which forced Mr. Blaine, with all his acuteness and 
ability, into the confession of a desire to obtain commercial 
control of Canada and a refusal to grant reciprocity on 
any other terms : and which compelled the settlement upon 
satisfactory lines of the long-standing Behring Sea troubles. 
Triumphs as an Imperial statesman which brought about 
the success of the Intercolonial Conference, created steam 
communication with Australia, paved the way to closer 
British unity, and led .to the heaping of honours upon the 
head of Canada through its Premier and representative. 

It was a combination of qualities which made Sir 
John Thompson so great in character, so successful in his 
career. He was undoubtedly self-confident as well as self - 
sustained. He was conscious of his own strength and did 
not feel the necessity of intimidating others, or of asserting 
himself. And, as Archbishop O'Brien said shortly after 
the Premier's death, he had the quiet repose of strong 
minds, the dignified reticence of genius. In his profession : 
upon the Bench : in public life : in the Department of 
Justice : his mastery of details was marvellous, and con- 
tributed greatly to his success. No case for trial in his 
earlier career found him unprepared, and no argument 
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to him aa a bewildering surprise. Lucidity of 
ihouglib and language charactprized him as a lawyer,, 
pkarked his decisions as a Judge, and his State papers as a I 
Minister. This faculty of clothing the most difficult and . 
ivolved transactions or prapoaitions in clear and concise 
• language he possessed in an extraordinary degree. Judge 
1 Townshend, of Nova Scotia, once declared that, " in ahap- 
ing, modifying and adapting resolutions and statutes to 
meet the viewa of public bodies of which he was a member, 
1 think he was unequalled," 

Like most really great men. Sir John possesaed a 

wonderful capacity for work. He never seemed to be in 

X hurry, and yet succeeded in constantly despatching an 

OTormous amount of business, quickly and efficiently For 

^Some time before the death of Sir John Macdonald, it is 

fan open secret that the Chieftain leaned greatly upon his J 

IHinister of Justice, who, during that period, as well as I 

■■later under the leadership of Sir John Abbott, bore the 1 

^jurden of work in the Honae of Commons, besides the 

imany and heavy labours connected with hia own Depart- 

Iment. Since then, also, he has at times assumed diplo- 

Bmatic duties and taken a position and share in the settle- 

Iment of questions, such as the Behring Sea and Copyrighfcl 

^problems, which must have demanded much time and j 

listudy. And in addition, there liave been the continual .and 

I'iiiormal requirements of deputations, speeches and journeys. 

■ Perhaps it would be an elaborate state paper to-day upon 

lithe London election case, a speech in the House to-mor- | 

Kivf upon the Tarte charges, an address the next day u|}on 

jjthe unveiling of a monument to the Springhill N. S., 

miners. And Sir John Thompson never did anything by 

fciialveB. Whatever he undertook was done as well as ability 

vAnd close observation and application could make possible. . 

In reading Sir John Thompson's papers and speeches! 
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upon questions like those of Kiel's execution, the dis- 
allowance of the Jesuits' Estates Act, the Copyright Law> 
or the Manitoba Schools, one is struck by the completeness 
and thoroughness of his argument, the keenness and analy- 
tical quality of his mind, and the industry and skill dis- 
played in obtaining and marshalling the facts of the case. 
In dealing with constitutional or international questions » 
he seemed to be entirely at home. Early training had no 
doubt made him familiar with the Fisheries question as it 
affected the Maritime Provinces, and his work in connec- 
tion with the Halifax Commission gave him a still wider 
insight into both sides of the dispute. His later expe- 
rience as a Nova Scotian Judge and Premier increased 
this knowledge, while his position as Minister of Justice 
finally brought him into touch with all the legal complica- 
tions which followed the abrogation of the Fisheries* Clause 
of the Washington Treaty and the unjust seizure of Cana- 
dian vessels in the Behring Sea. The British North 
America Act was thoroughly familiar to him in all its 
intricacies, and every shade of public opinion in Canada 
recognized frankly his high judicial insight and knowledge 
when it was crowned by selection as one of England's 
arbitrators in that brilliant gathering of statesmen and 
jurists at Paris. 

A marked feature of the late Premier's character was 
his entire unselfishness. Devotion to duty was his watch- 
word, disregard of personal considerations and comfort his 
principle of action. Without any particular liking for 
politics as such, he left the Bench of Nova Scotia, with its 
life of comparative ease and affluence and the prospect of 
undoubted and high promotion, for the stormy career of 
statesmanship. No doubt he had that ambition for fame 
which all great men have and which the next few years so. 
fully realized. Perhaps, also, he felt that it was possible 
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l£or him to render greater secvice to the country which he 
nloved so well. Judging indeed by hia aubaequent career, 
Jthere can be little doubt that Sir John Thompson did 
■.deliberately surrender the ermine of ease, as he at a later 
Iperiod refused to take the Chief Justiceship of Canada, in 
■ order to devote himself to promoting the welfare of the 
I Dominion. 

This quality of unseltish loyalty was well exhibited 

ftin tfiose dark days which followed the death of Sir John 

. Macdonald. It was a time of political stir and stress; 

a. moment when the Conservative party was bewildered by 

e greatness of its loss ; a period when very little causes 

night have produced striking and startling results, A 

1 actuated by ambition only would have thought and 

w,id in Sir John Thompson's position that he had earned 

V'the Premiership, and would have expected it as a right, 

1 But Sir John was a true statesman, and hia appreciation of 

('the situation made him see that the patriotic course was to 

step aside for the moment and to continue doing his duty 

1 a high, though still subordinate, sphere. No doubt, too, 

! fejt the consciousness of personal power, and realized 

s time could not be far distant. But it must also 

mbered that at the moment in question no one 

J the full strength of the sectarian feeling in Ontario. 

fit might have prevented Sir John Thompson from ever 

lobtaiuing the Premiership, as the strength of a similar 

■sentiment in Quebec in earlier days kept George Brown 

■permanently out of power, and during many years in the 

3cent history of Ontario, kept Mr, Meredith in Opposi- 



In still another way was his self-sacrifice shown. No 

e doubts that Sir John could have made large sums of 

poney at his profession, and maintained himself and his 

^mily in affluence. So also, had he remained a judge, or 
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at any later period accepted, a judgeship once more, there 
is every probability that his life would have been indefi- 
nitely prolonged, and his promotion rapid ; while his even- 
tual elevation to the lofty and remunerative post of a 
member of the Judicial Committee of the Imperial Privy 
Council would have been almost a certainty. But he pre- 
ferred the path of public life and duty to the ease and 
dignity of the Bench, and his sudden death left a family 
unprovided for, which, but for unstinted devotion to his 
national work, would have had ample fortune and an 
assured future. 

His was a peculiar style of oratory — typical of the 
man and his work. He was unable, and in any case would 
have been unwilling, to move the masses by appeals to 
prejudice and passion. But if eloquence finds its perfect 
expression in convincing minds and swaying intellects, then 
Sir John Thompson was emphatically a great orator. His 
memorable speech upon the Riel question placed the new 
Minister of Justice at one bound in the front rank of 
Parliamentary debaters, and there he remained until his 
death. Indeed the full supremacy of his masterrmind 
could hardly be appreciated save by those who heard and 
felt its operation in the debates of Parliament. Sir John 
Macdonald held sway in that Chamber for many years by 
the force of matchless political skill and dexterity, and in the 
latter period of his life was aided by a ripe and respected 
experience ; a deep personal affection on the part of mem- 
bers; a devoted and united following. But Sir John 
Thompson stepped up at once to the place held by Sir 
Charles Tupper and Mr. Blake, and upon their retirement 
from the scene his supremacy as a debater was practically 
unchallenged. In command of language he excelled Mr. 
Blake, who is known to have put much labor into the 
wording of his speeches : in beauty of expression he some- 
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what resembled Lord Rosebery ; in clearness and incisive- 
ness of style he might have been compared to Mr. Cham- 
berlain. His rank amongst the trained debaters of the 
Imperial Parliament would have been high; his place in 
the Canadian House of Commons was the highest. 

In the annals of the British Empire he will hold a 
permanent and lofty place. Under his leadership, though 
fostered and guided by the patriotic hand of the Hon. 
Mackenzie Bowell, the movement for closer British rela- 
tionship found expression in the Ottawa Conference by 
means of which, tariffs, cables and steamship lines will be 
freely utilized in drawing the distant parts of our vast 
Imperial realm into commercial, political and personal 
union. As the Louden Daily News so well said, that step 
■** established a precedent and suggested the possibility of 
An imperial federation. The calling of it belonged almost 
to the dreamland of statesmanship " But the result 
belongs also to the record of practical work and progress 
Avhich Sir John perhaps appreciated more than sentimental 
•considerations. The latter he by no means deprecated, 
however, and his mournful death, almost at the feet of the 
Sovereign he had served so well, illustrates, as did his life 
and policy, the famous utterance in a speech at Belleville: 
" He who serves Canada, serves the Empire, and he who 
•serves the Empire serves Canada as well." 

But while his statesmanship exceeded the bounds of 
the Dominion and stamped itself upon Imperial history ; 
while his heart went out to the Mother-land and his policy 
strove to bind its children in close union and brotherly 
intercourse ; yet the life work of Sir John Thompson 
was essentially Canadian, tie was emphatically a son of 
the soil. Born and educated in Canada, his early politicaJ 
battles and later politic^al successes wore all fought and 
obtained within the Dominion. IiYV5eiT\aX \vwiwix^ ^^t^ 
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showered upon him, and more of them might have come in 
the future, but they were bestowed for services which in 
benefiting Canada, benefitted the Empire as well. He was 
filled with a passionate patriotism which was neither un- 
derstood nor properly appreciated by the people during his 
life-time, being as it was to a great extent concealed from 
view by his calm and cold exterior and by the even flow 
of his logical and unsympathetic oratory. But it was shown 
in his policy, and occasionally surprised the public in some 
unusually eloquent and striking phrase; while his death 
exhibits the man as he really was — unwilling to give up his 
post even under the physicians' warning of a fatal termin- 
ation, because it might lead to party disorganization and 
the consequent defeat of the principles he held so dear, 
and of the policy he considered so necessary to the progress 
and welfare of the Dominion. 

No one but a true Canadian, devoted to his country 
and his cause, could have led the Conservatives- through 
the troubles following the fatal 6th of June, 1891. But 
Sir John inspired the rank and file of the party with 
thorough confidence in his ability, and impressed even his 
most bitter opponents with respect for his honesty and 
honour. The result was that his moderation, his intellec- 
tual strength, his justice, and sincere conscientiousness had 
become qualities to conjure with, and had lent a peculiar 
power to his leadership which it is safe to say would have 
remained unshaken by all the bubbles and foam of secta- 
rian advocacy. 

It is difiicult to be critical concerning such a life and 
character as that of Sir John Thompson. Apart firpm the '4^ 
sympathy which the Angel of Death creatflKi 
and particularly when it cot** ^^^ 
and with such dramatic 
easj^ to Gnd faults : 



• 1 



[Men differed from him in politics, ijiit all united in pvu,iHu 
^•of Ilia life, his motives his character, his attainrnentH. 
I'Whon death came, the Opp(nition prc*K was as eulogistic 
^.as were the Oovernment orf^ans. Men differed from him 

1 raligion, but his life was so pure, hia change of faith has 
I'beoa proved tu have been so conscientious and at the time 

3 injurious to his material interests, that all criticism hag 
I been hushed, and the denunciations of Dr. Douglas, sincere 

s that eloquent divine no doubt was, are buried with him. 

lis faults were undoubtedly few, his virtues many. He 
I'lived indeed as though ho fully appreciated the fact that 

" Oor life of mortal breath 

ta but a suburb of the life Elyaiau, 
Whose portal we call doatb." 

It is not fulsome flattery o£ a man, who waa good asl 
P Well as great, to say that his whole career and character 
I constitute a noble example for young Canadians. There 
1 never any doubt that Sir John 'J'hoinpson would do 
Bright in any public emergency, in accordance with his con-T 
Fictions, and up to the extreme limit of his power, HiM 
inflexible pnrpise compelled respect from the leader.i < 
^is party, and combined with his high character and grea 
bbiiity, caused bis Cabinet, as well as his followers in th« 
iHouse, and in the country, to give an extraordinary degre( 
tof consideration to his wishes. A well-regulated ambitioffi 
E'coupled with concentration of aim and a wide degre 
Tpuiture, brought him the highest placi; in a field which hif( 
latriotism had made as wiile as the Empire. These 4uali<4 
Ries render the career of Sir Joiin Thompson memorably 
md important to all Canadians. They carried him froin 
Pfche reporter's table to the foot of the Throne ; they madd 
Kjthe young lawyer of other days Minister of Justice fo^ 
phis wide Oominion and a British reprs'^entative upon mor( 
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than one important occasion ; they made the once youtliful 
politician and debater a great Prime- Minister and powerful 
speaker. They will carry his name still further down the 
corridors of time, as 

** Were a star quenched on high, 

For ages would its light, 
Still travelling downwards from the sky, 

Shine on our mortal sight. 
So. when a great man dies 

For years beyond our ken, 
The light he leaves behind him lies 

Upon the paths of men." 
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Eahlv Days. 



The Province of Nova Scotia has becorae famous for 
L fclie men it produces. The broad Dominion of Canada 
I from end to end has Felt the impress of their virile force 
I and unrLsual ability. The name of Sir Charles Tapper i.s 
I stamped in vivid letters upon the pages of provincia), 
t national nnd imperial history. The eloquence of Joseph 
[Howe still thunders down tlirongh the years which have 

3d since his wonderful voice was hushed in death. 
I The ability, energy and skill of Sir William Dawson have 
I made McGill University one of the gi'eat educational 
I centres of tho world, and left his name a lofty one in the 
I ditlicult realms of science. The great work of Principal 
I Grant has built up Queen's University, Kingafcon, and 
lliis fame as an earnest and eloquent exponent of Imperial 
I unity has not been confined to the shores of Canada, The 
I financial ability of Hon. George E. Foster has been a tower 
[of strength to three Canadian administrations; and the 
[rapid rise of Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper in reputation and 
Iposition, presage a place in history hardly second to that 
■held by his distinguished father. 

But history will probably say that the career of Sir 
i.John Thompson was more remarkable than that of any 
■ other native of Nova Scotia. His rapid rise, his lofty 
■position, his great honoura, his dramatic death, all com- 
(bined to render the life of the fourth Premier of Canada 
he most eventful and remarkable in the national anuals. 



There was, however, nothing in his auiTomidiugs to indiciite 
this future when John Sparrow David Thompaon waa born 
at Halifax on November 10th, 1844. His mother, a 
thoroughly good woman, was a native of the Orkney 
Islands, her maiden name being Charlotte Pottinger. His 
father, Mr. John Sparrow Thompson, waa a man of 
culture and position, though not possessed of private 
means. He was a native of Waterford, Ireland, and had 
emigrated, when quite young, to the Province of Nova 
Scotia, then an isolated, out of the world sort of placii, 
possessed of charms and resources which seemed to be 
buried in almost primeval obscurity. For some years, Mr. 
Thompson was Queen's Printer, and subsequently for a 
prolonged period, held the restricted but fairly comfortable 
post of Superintendent of the Nova Seotian Money Order 
sjmtem. 

He seema, however, to have participated in other 
pursuits as well, and was assistant editor of the Notu 
Scotiwn, at a time when Jaseph Howe ai its proprietor 
was occupied in moulding public opinion with pen 
and voice and influence. Naturally, he fought with his 
chief during the struggle for responsible government 
in the Province, and naturally also, be taught his then 
youthful son an affectionate regard for the great tri- 
bune, which had its effect in later days. Mr. Thompson, 
who died in 1867, seems to have enjoyed in his day a 
high reputation as a graceful and well-informed writer, 
and an accomplished gentleman. The circumstances sur- 
rounding his son's boyhood therefore were not at all 
unfavorable to the youthful development of any remark- 
able qualities which he might pos.sess. But, as in so many 
other cases, the child hardly seems to have been the father 
of the man. He attended the common schools of hia 
native city, and afterwards took a course at the Free 
Church Aeademy in Halifax, besides receiving most care- 
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I ful home training and advice, in all his stmJiPS and pur- 
rsaita. 

At the early age of fifteen he commenced the study 

C law as (in articled clerk in the office of Mr. Henry 

liPryor, afterwards stipendiary magiatrate of Halifax, and 

I waa called to the Bar of the Province in 1865, when barely 

" twenty-one. He is described in his student days as havinj; 

beenaslicfht and rather delicate youth, with ashy and timid 

manner, and as utterly devoid of anything like conceit or 

self-assertion. And the daily work of the junior articled 

L student was not then made as pleasant or useful as it is at 

I the present time. It was indeed of the dullest and appar- 

l.ently most useless character, including such labor as the 

I *x>p3^ng of voluminous writs and pleadings, now long done 

raway with, and the general performance of a class of work 

F which is nowadays handed over to the orfice typewriter. 

Borne one has said in this connection that it was a forinid- 

ible undertaking even to peruse an ordinary set of the 

I pleadings of thirty years ago ; it was a still more difficult 

r task to write out the complete copy of such a set ; but the 

l.BUpcrlattve was reached by the bewildered student in tlie 

I attempt to comprehend the precise meanings of the super- 

\ subtle technicalities thus expanded upon so many pages of 

1 foolscap. Browning may indeed be termed the embodi- 

' nient of lucidity in comparison with the intricate legal 

p phraseology of some of the documents of a generation or 

1 two since. 

But " Johnnie " Thompson, as he was called, not only 
I found time to do his office work and to be an industrious 
I student of the principles of law, but also to master the 
f difficult art of stenography. Then as in the future, what 
I lie found to do, he did thoroughly. And when the early 
w years of hard and constant struggle at the bar commenced, 
I the young lawyer was only too glad to eke out his income by 



the use of an accomplishment not veiy common at the time. 
As a matter of fact also, there is as much diffei-enee be- 
tween a first-class stenographer, such as he was, and one 
who can only take down words and then give a literal 
translation of them, as there is between the writer and 
the pen he drives over the paper. The one will summa- 
rize in a short time a ten-column speech so that it will not 
exceed a column in space and yet include every salient 
point, g"'ammatically worded, and perhaps embellished in a 
way th^ speaker himself was incapable of doing. The 
other will take down his letters fi-om dictation, and give 
an exact copy, aa may perhaps be his duty, without the 
exercise of thought or of any special ability. 

This was not the way with young Thompson. He 
practised law and, at the same time, reported the 
debates of the Legislative Aesembly. In 1867, the 
Official Eeporter of the House was Mr. John George 
Bourinot, now the learned and distinguished Clerk of the 
Dominion House of Commons. His volumes for that 
year make acknowledgment to John S. D. Thompson for 
assistance given, and in the succeeding year they bear the 
signature of Mr. Thompson as Reporter-in-ehief. During 
the four following sessions he continued to report the 
debates with great advantage to hiiaseif in the gaining of 
a thorough and ready knowledge of the procedure of Par- 
liament. It must also have given hira a very complete 
acquaintance with the politics and political leaders of his 
province, and been of great assistance when he later on 
came to enter the House of Assembly. Meanwhile the 
reputation of the young lawyer was growing. When he 
had been at the Bar but little more than two years he had 
won the respect and confidence of the Bench and of his 
professional brethren. Simplicity, sincerity and faii-ness 
poem to have been the predominant qualities of the lawyer 
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&& they were afterwards of the judge and the statesman. 
Hia tii-st partner was Mr. Joseph Coombes, for whom he 
■did the office work and prepared briefs; his second, 
after a few years of indifferent progress, from a pecuniary 
standpoint, was Mr. Wallace Graham. Thefirmthus finally 
formed was a success, and Mr. Thompson soon rose in hia 
profession until he attained the foremost place before the 
Provincial Bar. 

During tliese years he worked exceedingly hard. 
Matters were complicated by his father's health faihng, and 
for some years the son performed much of the work per- 
taining to hia parent's Government position by sitting up 
and labouj'' far into the night. It is a melancholy fact 
stated by una of his friends in those seemingly distant 
days, that his ambition then was to make sufficient money 
to keep his own family from ever being in the difficulties 
he himself had experienced. As a lawyer during this 
period he contributed to the true dignity of a great pro- 
fession, scorned pettifogging tricks, and was ever on the 
side of peace and settlement where such results were at 
all passible. His powers of concentration were very great, 
and of course aided him not a little in getting through 
multifarious duties and in winning legal successes. 

In 1870, at the age of twenty-six, John Thompson 
was married to Miss Annie Affleck, daughter of Captain 
Affleck, of Halifax. To her, the partner of his early 
struggles and his later greatness, he was ever the most 
devoted of husbands, as he has been to hi.s children a most 
thoughtful and tender parent. But the marriage was not 
accomplished without some difficulty. Miss Affleck was a 
Roman Catholic, he was a Protestant. His family were 
most devoted and pronounced Methodists : with perhaps a 
little of that undue religious prejudice which is apt to de- 
' velop in amall communities and in the hearts and minds of 
i the very best of people. He was,\iQ^«vet,&rSwt^'^'vAFv 
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closet commanion with the Roman Catholic Church, nml 
had about this time beeD deeply impreesed by a. series oE 
Bermons on the "Foundations and Doctrines of the Chnrcli." 
preached by Archbishop Connolly of Halifax, au ecclesiastic 
whom he greatly admired, and who soon came in turn to 
appreciate his young friend's ability and keenness of 
thought. 

It seems clear that his future wife had little or nothing 
to do with his change of faith, which c:iiine later, and which 
so influenced the course of his whole life, Jt is indeed un- 
derstood that they never disci lased religious matters, either 
before or after marriage, until he announced his intention 
of becoming a Roman Catholic. During their engagement 
Mr. Thompwn would frequently meet her at the church 
door and walk home, but he seldom or never attended the 
services with her. At the time the marriage was decided 
upoQj Archbishop Connolly was \in fortunately away and as 
mixed marriages were never celebrated in HaUfax, arrange- 
ments were made with some little difficulty to have the 
ceremony performed in Portland, Maine. Canon Power 
ultimately gave Mrs. Affleck letters to Bishop Bacon of that 
place, who did everything possible to facilitate matters. 
She and her daughter reached there early in July, and on 
the Dth of the month the young couple were married in 
the Bishop's parlor. 

A year afterwards Mr. Thompson joined the Roman 
Catholic Church. A change of religion is always a markeil 
and striking action whichever direction it may take, and in 
his csaa Wivs rendered especially noteworthy by the silunt 
opposition of his relatives and friends, by the fact that as a 
boy he had been the pride of the Brunswick Sti-eet Metho- 
dist Sabbath School, and a^ a young man, one of its most 
efficient teachers. But there was no room for surprise in 
the matter. His friends knew that for years he ha^l been 
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debatiiio; the question, and that the final step was only 
taken after the deliberate weighing of arguments and con- 
clusions which characterized him throus;hout life. He was 
tiever the creature of circumstances, and there cannot be 
the slightest doubt of his having made the change from the 
highest and purest of motives. As he remarked at the 
time to an intimate friend ; — " I have everything to lose 
from a worldly standpoint by the step I am about to ta ke." 
But so convinced were all his friends of his sincerity, and 
so much did they admire his high-ininde< I indifference to 
any success which might be attained by refusing to run 
counter to public opinion or individual prejudice, that they 
clung to him all the more closely, and his popularity grew 
rather than diminished. A ftiw months after the event he 
was elected an Alderman of Halifax in the fifth ward, and 
by acclamation. This position he continued to hold for sis 
years, in 1874 being also elected a member of the City 
Board of School Commissioners. Of the latter body he was 
for a time chairman. In civic afiairs the young Alderman 
Boon took an active and prominent part, and his surviving 
colleagues, as well as the records of the Council itself, bear 
ample testimony to his ability and skill. And so with the 
School Board. 

Education was then, as it always is in mixed religious 
communities, a difficult matter to deal with in Balifax. 
There were no Separate Schools, though of course many 
private institutions were maintained of a more or less reli- 
gious character. The School Board was chosen without 
reference to creed and it had to manage the conflicting 
views of the different elements of Ihe people. In this Mr. 
Thompson showed marked skill. It is Haid that he hardly 
ever offended any one. He did not believe in antagonizing 
people, and if his manner was too cold and distant to win 
popular afl'ection, his ijualitiea at least compelled public 
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respect, while his quiet, dignitied way of discussing matters 
prevented people from takiug personal offence at his oppo- 
sition to their views. He once warned a close personal 
friend, who now holds a high judicial place in the Domioion, 
that he was "too impulsive," and advised him to use every 
possible argument against the point in dispute, but never 
so as to personally offend the other disputant. And there 
is no doubt about his own success in these years of prelimi- 
nary struggle. His influence in the Council was supreme, 
and no one could throw oil upon the troubled waters of the 
School Board better than be. Writing on Dec. 4th, 1877. 
the Halifax Herald says that " If any Alderman ever con- 
ducted himself in such a manner as to win popularity and 
confidence that man was Alderman Thompson." 

During these years the young lawyer was for some 
time President of the Youmj Men's Literary Association of 
Halifax, and of the Charitable Irish Society, taking a deep 
interest in their affairs and general proceedings. Naturally 
also he was steadily developing his debating powers as well 
as increasing the stores of information and knowledge of 
precedents, which lie at the basis of a genuine and perma- 
nent Parliamentary reputation. The shyness of early youth 
Hopn wore away, so far as any outward manifestation wa.s 
concerned, but the reserved manner remained and clung to 
him through life. But then, and always, he disliked public 
speaking, and for this reason, probably, was never a good 
campaign orator. Any audience, however, which desired 
to hear a clear-cut analysis of the questions at issue with- 
out oratorical frills or appeals to sentiment and passion, 
could appreciate an address from John Thompson, and 
would probably leave the building impressed by the hon- 
esty and honor of the man, as well as by the logical strength 
of bis arguments. 

At this time the storms which had swept over the 



I pt)!itic3 anil parties of Nova-Scotia wers somewhat abated, 
P though nmcb of bittenieaa still reinained The great figure 
of Joseph Howe had passed from the scene and only the 
memory was left of a man whom the Canadian people of 
to-day can hardly appreciate at the full measure of his 
, Buperb ability and disinterestedness. The historic battles 
which he waged for responsible government and against 
confederation had brought out a display of eloquence and 
. power which in a less circumscribed sphere would have made 
Howe one of the great men of the age. The latter contest 
was a straggle of giants. The sledge-hammer blows of Dr. 
Tupper ringing against the shield of his eloquent antag- 
onist made the prolonged battle a memorable one to all 
Nova-Scot ians, and the literary part taken in it by Mr. 
Thompson, senior, as a devoted friend and follower of the 
Anti-XTnion leader, waa by no means small. 

During this period the Province was literally deluged 

I with pamphlets and political literature of all kinds ; the 

I press was loaded with arguments and fiery denunciation ; 

' the air was filled with the sounds of oratory. Finally, on 

the 18th of September, 1867, the new Dominion was startled 

by intelligence of the terrific defeat which the supporters 

' of Canadian federation had received in Nova-Scotia. Out 

of eighteen members of the Commons, but one Confederate, 

Dr. Tupper, was returned ; and out of 38 members of the 

Provincial Assembly only two Confederates had survived 

the political hurricane. Howe literally held the Province 

' in his hand and had he pleased, during the nest year or 

two could have taken Nova-Scotia out of the Union and 

I compelled the Dominion to conquer it or else wait for a 

I turning tide. But the Imperial Government refused to 

\ grant constitutional repeal of the Union, and he was too 

1 loyal a man to dream of using force. Many of his followers 

f however, began to assume a disloyal attitude and to even 

udally with American sympathiKcrs, 
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IKiro was the opportunity for tho Dominion party, 
which had been gradually regainiug ground during the in- 
terval. And no one could seizo an opportunity quicker 
than Sir John A Macdonald. ile came to Halifax and 
8ftw Howe ; played upon his love of British connection and 
closer Tmperiiil unity ; convinced liim of the serious danger 
into which the Anti-ConEederate3 were drifting and the 
utter impossihility of separation ; offered him better finan- 
cial terina for the Province, and finally won him over. 
Howe entered the Dominion Parliament and Government 
in onier to more effectually guard the interests of Nova- 
Scotia, and though much of his marvellous popularity 
departed with that act, and the misrepresentation to which 
it was subjected, he nevertheless lived to occupy for a short 
time the Government House of his native Province, and 
when he dieil received the trihute of heartfelt and univer- 
aal mourning from its people. 

Mr, Thompson, who had in the meantime lost his 
father by death, was not sorry when circumstances com- 
pelled Howe to sever himself from his old-time associates. 
His admiration for the man was very great, his regard for 
hia memory was afterwards deep and sincere, but he would 
never have followed him in any unconstitutional action or 
dialoyal advocacy. This union of Tupper and Howe — ^the 
(.>H)8ervative and Radical of earlier days — founded the Lib- 
eral-Conservative party in Nova-Scotia which, in Provin- 
cial matters. John Sl D. Thompson was to lead in the course 
of a few yeai-s, and in later times was to represent in the 
Government of the Dominion, About 187+, he became 
known aa a strong advocate of protection to native indus- 
trie-*, and with a small coterie of active friends in Halifax, 
orgwt the iasne which fo«r years afterwards was to sweep 
the country like a whirlwind. 

Meanwhile be was connected with vanous important 



jses coming before tlie Supreme Court of Nova-Scotia, 

pd was rapidly acquiring a foremost place at the bar, as 

fell as in municipal politics, aud in the appreciation of 

tablic men who were able to judge of ability in those rising 

1 them. It waa a curious friendship which existed 

i this time between the young lawyer, with his cold 

and reserved manner, his suppressed emotions and solid 

Rudgment, and the emotional and impetuous Archbishop' 

Tonnolly, with hia fervid temperament and characteristic .' 

nTish eloquence. Bishop Cameron of Atitigonish describes 

pis first meeting with Mr, Thompson as being at a dinner 

I the Archbishop's house some years after the religious 

^ange, which has been elsewhere referred to, and says : •— 

PDinner over. His Grace invited ua to hia room and began to 

eus the detailed history of a case at law ia which he was | 

argely interested. As a listener, a perfect listener, he J 

lompson) impressed me very much. -Vnd when 1 
xike his dead silence, his rapid and searching examination j 
study, soon followed by unbounded admiration at 
isy skill with which he proved that he had already 
Bhoroughly mastered the whole complicated subject at issue 
(nd completely dissipated every difficulty that had the mo- 
Bpaeut before seemed all but insurmountable." 

Archbishop Hannan, who succeeded Dr. Connolly in 
B676, was not upon very intimate or friendly terms with 
ftr. Thompson, and the latter's action in defence of a local 
Bfiligious sisterhood which appealed to him for legal aid, 
etually embittered their relationship. It seems that the 
isterhood in question consulted the lawyer regarding cer- 
Kan regulations made by the Archbishop which they did 
kit like, and he advised an appeal to Rome. After a pro- 
mged controversy, in which Archbishop Lynch of Toronto 
was accidentally involved, the sisterhood finally triumphed. 
*X^lt«r to the Author, dated December 20th, 1894, 



4B LllfE AND WORK OF 

Bot this was sometime after the period now under consi- 
deration. 

Meanwhile an important epoch in his career was at 
hand. During the thirty-three years of his past life he 
had proven the possession of certain qualities which almost 
ensure success to the man who has them. As a boy 
and a young man his affection for his parents had been 
* something remarkable. His father naturally inspired re- 
spect, and the judicious and close intimacy to which he 
admitted the son, did much to mould the mind and char- 
acter of the future statesman. He won and wedded his 
wife despite the difference of religion which his education 
and family influence made a considerable difficulty, and 
being the man he was, it is probable that he never even 
considered the fact that her lack of money made the future 
depend entirely upon his own exertfona He had clearly 
shown in the practice of law and in the practice of prelim- 
inary politics that the performance of duty and the main- 
tenance of absolute integrity^ were to him far more pre- 
cious than the glamour of a fleoliing popularity, or the 
glitter of success obtained by doubtful means. And in 
the public recognition oJ these qualities he had laid the 
foundation for a higher p^'^tion and a permanent reputa- 
tion. 



CHAPTER III. 
Law and Politics. 



The time had now come for Mr. John S. D. Thompson 

J rise out of the Provincial sphere of legal practice and to 

take a place amongst the more or less leading lawyers of J 

Pfche Dominion. He had, it is true, already made himself* 

elt before the Bench of Nova-Scotia, and had been con- ' 

pected with a number of important cases. He had thor- 

Highly familiarized himself with the law and practice of 

Kifi own Province, but as yet the sphere had been too limi- 

i for fame and not sufficiently remunerative for wealth. 

Idt in 1877 came the chance. 

In the early part of that year the Halifax Fisheries' ' ' 
ioramisaion met. It was the outcome of the Washington 
ialy of 1S7I, by the terras of which the Americans had 
^en given the right to fish for twelve years within tho 
(nits of Canadian waters in return for a similar right on i 
B part of British subjects within the jurisdiction of the I 
tiited States. As this latter privilege was almost value- 
8 it was agreed that an International Commission should 
Beet at some date to be thereafter arranged and settle the 
Biount of the compensation which was to be paid Great 
tritain on behalf of Canada. From various causes nothing 1 
{finite was done during the following half-dozen years. ■ 
i^ was not the fault of the Canadian Government. On the ' 
jth of February, 1877, Mr. Mackenzie's administration an- 
bunced through the Speech from the Throne that in spite 
i every effort no advance had been made in obtaining a 



settlement from the United States as pledged under the 
terms of the Treaty. Sir John Macdonald in speaking to 
the Addreiis admitted that the fault did not lie with Can- 
ada, and expressoii the earnest hope that the incoming 
American Government would "remove the stigma that had 
been eaat upon the good faith of the American people," by 
the previous and positive refusal to carry out this provi- 
sion of the Treaty of Washington. 

The expectations based upon the coming into office of 
President Hayes were promptly realized, and on June 16th 
the Commission met at Halifax. The central figure in the 
gathering was M. Maurice Delfosse, Belgian Minister at 
Washington, who was named by the Austrian Minister in 
London, and was expected to hold the scales with absolute 
justice between the British Commissioner, Sir Alex. T. Gait, 
K.C.M.G., and the American Commissi oner, Hon, Ensign 
H. Kellogg. M. Delfosse was elected President, and per- 
formed his duties with dignity and fairness. Hardly less 
important personages were the two Agents, the British 
being Mr. (now Sir) Francis Clare Ford ; the American, the 
Hon. Dwight Foster. There was a brilliant array of coun- 
sel, the British side being especially strong in this respect. 
It included such men as Joseph Doutre, Q.C., of Montreal ; 
S. R. Thomson, Q.C., of St. John, N.B. ; Hon. W. V, White- 
way, Q.C., of Newfoundland ; Hon. L H. Davies, of Char- 
lottetown; and R. L. Wheatlierbe, Q.C., of Halifax. Upon 
the American side were Richard H. Dana, Jr., and Francis 
H. Trescott, But, fortunately for the case he had to pre- 
sent, Mr. Dana recognized the necessity of calling in to his 
assistance some Nova-Scotian lawyer who was known to 
be thoroughly posted in Maritime Provincial matters and 
versed in the law of maritime nations. He selected Mr. J. 
S. D. Thompson and thus gave him the one opportunity he 
rei|uired. It was with him, as it is in such cases with all 
lawyers, a purely business transaction. 



Two siiles in an important international case had to be 
I presented before certain judges, and he undertook to aid in 
' the preparation of the American brief. On the 30th of 
July and after the Commission had been fitting for three 
L days, he was formally introduced in the following words, 
I extracted from the official minutes : 

" Mr. Dwight Foster then requested permission to in- 

I troduce Mr. J. S. D. Thompson, of Halifax, and Mr. Alfred 

I. Foster, of Boston, who would attend the Commission to 

I perform such duties on behalf of the United States as 

I- might be assigned to them." 

Those duties, so far as Mr. Thompson was concerned, 

f were sufficiently onerous. There was no publicity for him 

I in connection witli the case ; his name only appeal's once 

I upon the minutes of the meetings; he delivered no speeches 

I and received no official thanks. Yet there can be no doubt 

' that he prepared the greater part of the American case, and 

f especially that which had a local application ; that he had 

[ to make a profound study of the whole Fisheries question ; 

Jid was required to analyze the evidence produced, for the 

ibenefit of the United States counsel. His reward was a 

riarge fee — estimated at $6,000 — and a considerable increase 

I reputation. As the Halifax Herald said. some months 

■afterwards, "It is a point of pride with us that Mr. Thomp- 

BK)n was deemed so eminent in his profession as to be 

jought after by the American Government" 

The result of the Commission was not all that Canada 
■Besired or expected, but to the United States it was 
Kntensely unsatisfactory. The tribunal awarded Canada 
■$3,500,000 by a majority vote, Messrs. DeU'osse and Gait 
fiBnpporting, and Mr. Kellogg dissenting. For nearly a.y^iar 
t£he American Government delayed the payment to vfhich 
^hey were in honour pledged, and while at least one-half of 
pUie fifteen millions paid by Great Britain in full for the 



Alabama damages was lying in their vauUti uncalled for 
and unclaimed. Finally, towards the close o£ 1878, the 
amount was handed over, but only after an ungracious 
protest from Mr. Welsh, the American Minister to England, 
in which he declared that " the Government of the United 
States cannot accept the result of the Halifa^c Commission 
as furnishing any just measure of value of participation 
by our citizens in the in-shore fisheries of the British 
Provinces." Mr. Thompson was afterwards, for political 
purposes, criticized for his share in the case, but the very 
general feeling was that he had acted perfectly within his 
rights as a lawyer, and tliat the very fact of a leading 
Halifax barrister being allowed without public objection to 
take such a part, showed the Canadian desire to give our 
rivals every fair right to assistance before the tribunal. 
It, no doubt, helped also in the moral compulsion after- 
wards required to obtain payment of the award. 

In November, 1877. the opportunity came for one who 
had proved himself an able lawyer to show whether he also 
posses.<)ed the qualities of a politician and statesman. As 
a rule, and despite tlie number of lawyers who play at 
politics and the politicians who meddle with law, the 
qualifications are not often combined in any great degree. A 
training in law is apt to limit the intellectual horizon and 
restrict the broad-minded interpretation of precedents and 
that freedom of mental action, so essential to a man who 
aspires to true statesmanship. The great English party 
leaders have never been lawyers^ and men like Brougham. 
Eldon or Campbell would perhaps have been greater in 
ch&nticter and reputation had they adhered to law and not 
dabl^d In politics. And it is probable that Mr. Thomp- 
son's IptSt essay in political life was not in the end success- 
ful. frocQ a party point of view, because he was inclined to 
look too much at legidlatiou from the legal standpoint and 
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Ehink too little of populur sentiment in connection witli it, 
Jther and specific causes there wft-e, but in a general sense 
iiis had much to do with the result. 

However, all went well at the beginning. A vacancy 

i occurred in the representation of Antigonish county 

] the Local House of Assembly, and a movement at once 

rammenced for the nomination of Mr. J, S. D. Thompson. 

t that time a little coterie of men were active in Halifax 

Joneervative circles, all of whom afterwards attained more 

r less eminence. Robert Sedgewick is now a Judge of 

a Supreme Court of Canada ; Martin J. Griffin; Editor of 

9 Halifax fferrtid, is Parliamentary Librarian atOttawa^ 

i a well-known Canadian writer ; Wallace Graham, Q.C., 

dge of the Supreme Court of Nova-Scotia ; C. J. 

Ipownshend became a member of several Nova-Scotian 

lovemments, aail is now a Judge of the Province ; George 

r Johnson is Dominion Statistician at OttawaL There were 

Pothers also, including Mr. J. J. Stewart, the present pro- 

[|irietor of the Herald. And the way in which they clung 

^et^her was as remarkable as the manner in which the 

most of them rose to fame. Not less noteworthy, perhaps, 

3 the regard in which Mr. Thompson was held by these 

rg men of his own home city. 

On the 21st of November, the Halifax Herald came 

it with an editorial declaring that, "Should Mr. Thompson 

e nominated by the Oppoeitiou in Antigonish, should he 

Ecept a nomination, at least seven-eights of the city 

wders of the Government organs will be found hoping 

e may win. For the organs fight against him under the 

melancholy disadvantage of knowing that the majority of 

r party look upon Mr. Thompson as a man who ought 

e in public life, who will be in public life, who will 

lake hia mark in public life, and who has the ability, 

character and standing to do credit to any public position 
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in which he may ha placed." Shortly after thi^ high 
tribute, he was given th? unanimous Conservative nomin- 
ation, and during the brief campaign of a week which 
followed made ten speeches in the constituency. 

But it was not all clear sailing. Kis opponent was n 
Roman Catholic Conservative named Joseph McDonald, 
who received the strong support of the Local Government, 
and who expected to obtain enough Conservative votes to 
defeat the Opposition [candidate. The Hal'ifax Chrowcle 
commenced the campaign against Mr. Thompson by the 
charge that he was the nominee of Bishop Cameron, and 
tliat " his religion was expected to liave more to do with 
his prospects in Antigonish than his politics." This was 
rather an absurd argument to address to a county which 
was overwhelmingly Catholic in population, but which had 
for years shown ila moderation by electing one Protestant 
and one Roman Catholic. And in connection with this 
first appearance of a statement which has had considerable 
currency during many following years, ii further extract 
from the letter of Bishop Cameron, which has been, pre- 
viously mentioned, will be of interest He writes : 
"Towards the end of October, 1S77, I was convalescing 
after a serious attack of illness, when one day I received a 
friendly visit from Senator Miller. A by-election was soon 
to take place in Antigonish. In that connection the 
Senator said : ' What do you think of the idea of inviting 
Mr. J. S. D. Thompson to become a candidate ?' My reply 
was as follows: ' I should be delighted to see my native 
county represented by a man of Thompson's standing and 
ability.' Upon my being asked whether Miller would be 
allowed to make use of the above expression, I readily 
replied that my words were but the honest expression of 
my views, and that I was not ashamed of their being known 
to all whom they might concern." The Bishop then goes 



1 to say that he resided at that time in Arichat and did 
at visit any part o£ Antigonish County during the cam- 

r paign that ensued. 

4.8 a matter of course, the knowledge that Bishop 

' Cameron favoured any particular candidate would help 

' rather than hurt him under auch conditions as prevailed 
1 the contest, and there can be no doubt that the Halifax 
Herald hit the nail upon the head in sayinjf that even if 

' the Chronicle was true in its assertion, Mr. Thompson was 
tfi bo congratulated on having secured the favourable 

' regards of " one of the most able and scholarly, the most 
refined and powerful, ecclesiastics in the Lower Provinces," 
But in fact, he was the candidate of no one man. Halifax 

r Conservative opinion almost pushed him into public life; 

I bia nomination papers were signed by the principal men in 
Antigonish County, which in any case had strong Opposi- 
tion leanings ; he did not seek the constituency, it sought 
him. After the nommation, his speech was described 
by a local paper, T}ie Casket, as something unnaual. " We 
have heard public speakers in Canada, in the States, and 

_ in our own Province, and we fear not to assert that Mr. 

^ Thompson is the most perfect public speaker we have ever 

I listened to. In fluency and ease, and grace and vigour of 

. tepression, he is without a peer in this country." Other 

''local references to hia ability and gentlemanly bea-ring 

I Indicate the forces that were at work, and which finally 

' -tesulted in the large majority of 517- 

It waa a very considerable victory for a young man 
who had hitherto only taken a quiet interest, and not a 

, public part, in political matters. He had been compelled 
,to fight the whole Government interest and an alleged 

I Independent candidate, besides facing a constituency to 

■ which he was a stranger, and in which he had only a week 

' become acquainted. The Conservative Opposition ia 
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the Local House was jubilant, and the Herald coagratu- 
lated the Couaty of Antigoaish on having secured the ser- 
vices of one of the ablest young men in the Province, It 
congratulated Nova-Scwtia upon obtaining the public ser- 
vices of a man of high character and tried ability. It 
congratulated the Opposition upon eucJi an accession of 
strength to its ranks. 

The Government of Nova-Seotia was at this time in 
the hands of the Liberal party, under the leadership of the 
Hon. P. C. Hill. A large umjorlty of the Legislature waa 
at ita back, but it had become somewhat weakened by a 
reckless management of the finances, by certain scandals 
in connection with details of administration, ami by the 
growing unpopularity of the Liberal Ministry at Ottawa, 
coupled with that omniscient factor in political affau-H^ 
hard times. Mr. Thompson's victory in Antigonish marked 
the turning of the tide, and a year later, at the same time 
that the Mackenzie Government was swept from power by 
the rising waves of Protectionism, the Nova-Scotia Minis- 
try was 80 badly beaten at the polls that only eight of its 
supporters were returned to the Legislature out of a mem- 
bership of thirty-eight. All the ministers but one were 
defeated. 

Mr. ThompaoQ came back to the Assembly from Anti- 
gonish by acclamation, and on the 2l8t of .October, 1878, a 
Conservative Government was formed by the Hon. Simon 
H. Holmes, who took the portfolio of Provincial Secretary, 
with J. S. i). Thompson as Attorney-General, and the Hon. 
Samuel Creelman, a veteran Radicivl of the days of Howe, 
as Commissioner of Works and Mines. Messrs. C. J. 
McDonald, W. B. Troop, J. S. McDonald, N. W. White, C. J. 
Townshend, and H. F. MeDougall held office without port- 
folios. The new Attorney-General waa warmly welcomed 
by a portion of the press, the Herald declaring him to be 
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of high standinfj in every situation of public or private' 
ulife, with a reputation as clear as oooaday from all charj^s 
■ aiid even all suspicions. 

Much was expected from the new Ministry, and in a 
I very substantial way much was received. To extricate ' 
I, tiie Province from financial difficulties, to lift its railway^J 
L^stem out of the hopeless muddle into which it had fallen^ 
[ and to reform the loose method of municipal government, 

were the requirements of the moment. The Premier and 
i liis chief assistant set themselves to this task, and in three 
J years of economy and retrenchment paid off 870,000 of the 
B,S400,000 debt incurred by their predecessors; reduced: J 
B 'expenditures by $150,000 ; doubled the receipts from. 
Rluines; and trebled the receipts from Crown Lands. 

In another direction considerable success was achieved. 
LThe preceeding Government had subsidized Provincial 

railways to the extent of 81,400,000 during its term of 
K office, but without securing the results aimed at. There 

toow seemed to be difficulties in every direction. Grants 
I had been expended without half the work bein^ done, and 4 
t In the. case of the Eastern Extension Railway, the Com-; \ 
t pany, contractors, and Government appeared to be in a ■ 

perfect tangle of trouble. One or two minor roads were 
' soon completed by the new Ministry, and its energies were 
I. then devoted to the production of a. scheme which should 
■effect the complete consolidation of the railways of the j 
tiProvince under the control of an English syndicate, J 

@onie local men of wealth were interested, but the principal ' 

paembers of the Company were Sir Henry Tyler, Lord 
lAshley, Lord Colin Campbell, and other Englishmen pf 
tAEmilar standing. Under a voluminous contract prepared 
B'by the Att'irney- General, the Company, after considerable 
K^scussion, both public and private, agreed to complete 
F'Spme of the existing roads, and to construct 140 miles of 
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new railway. The Government in turn promised coii- 
eiderable grants of land, and consented to guarantee the 
interest on certain bonds. 

There seemed to be no general opposition to the 
scheme. From one quarter, however, came steadfast and 
stinging criticism, and the ability with which Mr. W. S. 
Fielding, then editor of the Halifax Morning Qhronide, 
handled the question, not only effected the public mind 
injuriously to the Government, but helped to place him in 
the prominent pusition which he afterwards attained of 
Prime Minister of Nova-Scotia. But these attacks made 
no impression upon the Legislatrire. In opening the ses- 
sion of that body on January 19th, 1882, the Lieut.- 
Governor was very optimistic, and prophesied that the 
railway consolidation arrangements would "mark a new 
era in the development of the Province." On Feb. Ist, 
following, Mr, Thompson delivered a long and powerful 
speech upon the Railway Bill, which embodied the scheme 
in its entirety, and the measure was carried by a sweeping 
majority. It easily passed the Council, but the success of 
the Liberals at the polls a few months later prevented it 
from ever going into operation. 

Another matter dealt with, and to the lasting benefit 
of the Province, was the reform of its municipal system. 
It was a most difficult task. The old method of municipal 
government was vastly inferior to that of GntEirio, and 
even to the system which had been established in New 
Brunswick two years previously. Attorney- General 
Thompson, however, went into the matter with his usual 
thoroughness, and seemed to be utterly oblivious of local 
popular clamor or of political exigencies. His Municipal 
Corporation Act, which finally became law, effected a 
genuine revolution. Each county in the Province was 
incorporated and provided with municipal self-government. 
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I largely upon thu Ontario plan, in place of the antiquated 

■ method of rule by Sessioas of the Peace and Grand Juries. 

Ino control of road and bridge moneys waq vested in the 

municipal councila, and many abuses developed as the 

natural outgi-owths of an old system were done away with. 

It waa natural that a measure of wholesale reform such aa 

this should create discontent in different quarters. The 

Liberal Opposition, as a matter of course, opposed and 

censured it, Magistrates all over the Province, whom it 

deprived of the share in governing the counties which they 

had hitherto held, were naturally indignant. And an army 

of officials who had been previously connected with the 

expenditures upon roads and bridges fought vi^ronaly 

^ B^inst the new proposals and against Mr. Thompson as 

the author of the reforms. But the measure was so ^ood 

as a whole that the Legislature could hardly refuse to pass 

it, even though the majority knew that the conscientious 

, labours of the Attorney- General would deprive the Gov- 

.emment party in the coming elections of the support of 

I* what had practically become a political machine — the 

[ magistracy of the Province. 

A prolonged effort was also made by the Hoimes- 
KThompson Government, as it was called, to abolish the not 
Very useful, and certainly expensive. Upper House. In 
■1879, the Ministry introduced a bill for that purpose, which 
was passed by the Assembly but thrown out by the Legis- 
lative Council. An address to the Queen was then carried 
Bthroogh the popular chamber praying for such amendment 
I the British North America Act as would permit the 
liieut.-Govemor-in-Council to appoint enough members of 
She Upper House to carry the measure. The latter body 
presented a counter address to Her Majesty, and the 
Uinistry followed that up with an able document prepared 
f Mr. Thompson, and endorsing the views of the Aaaembly, 
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The Imperial Qoverninent, however, refused to interrere. 
and the Legislative Council still atamls as one of the 
institutions oi Nova-Scotia. Other legislation was 
attempted or carried out and, taken altogether, the course 
of the Government won it a reputation which caused so 
well-informed a paper as the St. John Sun to declare that, 
" Nova-Suotia had never been so well governed " as it was 
during this period. 

Meanwhile important changes were pending, and on 
the 25th of May, 1882, it was announced that a re-con- 
struction of the Cabinet had taken place. Mr. Holmes 
had resigned the Premiership on account of ill-health, and 
had accepted the office of Prothonotory of Halifax. The 
new Ministry was formed as follows : 

Preraierttod Attorney-tlenonil Hon. John 8. D.Thompson. 

Proviooial Secretary Hon. A. C. Boll. 

nmiwioner of Public Wovki Hon. S. Creolman. 

Without Portfolio ..Hon. W. B. Troop. 

'I r • .Hon. C, J. TownslK^nd. 

Mr. Thompson became Prime Minister aa a matter of 
ai-se. He was now, aa a leading local paper declared, 
first in his profession and first in the Legislature, while, 
" as the son of one of the founders of Liberalism in Nova- 
Scotia, he still retiiiiiB the spirit which actuated the men 
who won responsible government for us and made future 
reforms possible." But he was destined to hold the position 
for only a. very brief period. Dissolution followed early 
in June, and in the elections which took place on June 20th 
the Thompson government was defeated by a majority of 
five. 

The Premier himself was again returned for Anti- 
gonish, and amongst other notable selections at the polls 
was that of J. W. Longley for Annapolis, and W. S. Field- 
ing for Halifax. Early in July the Government resigned, 
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and on the 27th of the same month Mr. Thompson accepted 
a place on the Supreme Court of the Province, 

There were many reasons for the defeat of the 
Ministry. The ability displayed by the Chronicle in its 
strong but unscrupulous attacks was one ; the enemies 
made by the municipal reforms was another; and the 
following statement by Mr. Fielding in a speech at Halifax 
on June Ist was widely believed : ■' As Premier we have a 
gentleman who has many friends. It is well known that 
the Hon. gentleman who temporarily fills that office has no 
intention of remaining in politics, but will at the- earliest 
opportunity take a seat upon the Bench which his recog- 
nized ability as a lawyer fits him to adorn." 

There is no doubt that this waa a popular impression, 
strengthened by the Attorney -General's disregard of the 
usual arts of the poHtician. And there seems also to have 
been a certain limited display of that sectarian spirit which 
had been shown in the first contest fought by Mr. Thomp- 
Bon in Antifronish. When a very few scattered votes could 
change the result in many constituencies, appeals to 
bigotry, whether secretly or openly made, would naturally 
have some eflfect in a general election. Of genuine religious 
narrowness, however, such as was developed at a later period 
in Ontario, there never had been very much in Nov a- Scot! a. 
But, whatever the measure ot influence wielded by diverse 
causes may have been, the battle was now over; Mr. 
Thompson had ceased to be Premier ; his star of political 
iss appeared to have paled forever ; and he had assumed 

> at the early age of thirty-eight the ermine of the Provincial 
judiciary. 

There seemed to be no discord or disagreement in 
opinion regarding hia appointment. The Liberals saidr^ 
"We told you so." The Conservatives declared that thi 

■ ablest lawyer in Nova-Scotia had taken the place which 
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he perhaps most desired, and which he was splendidly fitted 
to fill. Long afterwards a few whispers were heard to the 
effect that he had deserted his party in its time of need, 
and that he should have stayed by the political ship in the 
shadow of failure as well as in the sunshine cf success. 
But there was no public expression of this feeling at the 
time, and it was confined to a few who may have been 
offended by his political rectitude or judicial manner of 
dealing with party questions. The Halifax Herald gave 
the Tory view in a parting eulogium in which reference 
was made to his having brought order out of Legislative 
chaos ; inaugurated many valuable reforms ; secured the 
completion and publication of the Provincial Law Reports, 
and rendered the Province many other services which it 
would feel for all time to come. An interesting tribute, 
unexpected at the time, and destined to be of political 
service in years to come, was that tendered by the new 
Judge s most bitter critic and ablest journalistic adversary 
— the Morning Chronicle. Writing on Jtily 27th, that 
paper spoke of him as probably the youngest Judge in the 
Dominion, and then went on to say : 

" In politics we have differed from him, but our differ- 
ences have never prevented a recognition of his fine abili- 
ties and high standing as a lawyer. It will be admitted on 
all sides that he is one of the foremost men in his profession, 
and possesses all th6 qualities necessary for a good Judge. 
. . . We predict for him a brilliant judicial career." 

It was therefore under very favourable circumstances 
that Judge Thompson began what appeared to be his real 
life-work. Politics had been a sort of passing experiment 
in which he had not succeeded as a party leader, though 
proving himself more than successful as a masterful debater 
and legislator. And during the next three years he did 
good work for Nova-Scotia. The Judicature Act of 1884, 
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1 tlie system of pleadings and practice in the Pio- 
ince was p;re.itly simplified and brought up to ths standard 
f Ontaiio and England, wa'S chiefly his work. He took 
t interest in the founding of the Law School at 
I connection with Dalhonaie University ; contri- 
i liberally to its support at a time when hia aid meant 
: death to the inatitution ; lectured for yeai's in its 
Jla without charge and while holding a seat on the Bench. 
[ devoted much time in other ways to what is now a 
Mt succeasfnl and valuable legal estabUshment. 

Peraonally he displayed many of the qualities of (m 

1 Judge, He was prompt in decision, fertile in prece- 

snt, invariably courteous to the members of the Bar, and 

3 undoubtedly possessed of that indescribable qualifica- 

[on known as a judicial mind. He seemed to have a pecu- 

faculty for getting down through a huge maas of 

toparently relevant, or really irrelevant, questions to the 

,1 point in the most intricate of disputes. No student 

ft college ever worked harder than did Judge Thompson. 

i,' pursuance of a resolution made when he ascended the 

nnoh, it is understood that during the years he remained 

is position he devoted at least five hours a day to the 

y of law. So deep was the impression thLs legal know- 

B now began to make upon the public mind that when 

I lectures upon " Evidence," at Dalhousie University, 

■e announced, a large number of the barristers of Halifax 

relied themselves aa general students of the college for 

B purpose of hearing them. And these addresses upon a 

»t difficult branch of legal study are conaidered to be of 

t value, as well as distinguished for lucidity and 

f style. When therefore the call came to higher 

ties, and in his case to national responaibilitiea, Judge 

1 was prepared for advancement, as is everj' man 

1 thoroughly ami well that which bis hand tjuda 
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CHAPTER IV. 
Enters the Government. 



By the autumn of 1885 some importaDt changes in the 
composition of the Dominion Cabinet had become necessary 
Sir John Macdonald was not all that he hod once been in 
health and energy, though his cheerinesi of disposition 
showed no signs of failing. Sir Leonard Tilley had found 
the Finance Department too great a strain for one of his 
years and strength, and the ministry was therefore about 
to lose the services of one of the best trusted of Canadian 
statesmen. Sir Charles Tupper intended also to shortly 
retire to the High Com mission ership in London, and Sir 
Alex. Campbell was desirous of resigning hia position. To 
And new men capable of in some measure taking the place 
of these distinguished veterans was the task which the 
Premier had to face. And it was all the more important 
that his selections should be men of vigour and ability be- 
cause the Riel question was at this moment threatening 
the party with disintegration and the country with serious 



It was, therefore, a happy stroke of wisdom and good 
fortune combined, when Sir John Macdonald called in Mr. 
Thomas White as Minister of the Interior, and Mr. George 
E. Foster as Minister of Marine and Fisheries. Both had 
been of considerable service to him in the preceding 
session when various causes had made debating talent 
rather scarce upon the Conservative side of the House, and 
both were well-known throughout the country as skillful 
tipeakers and clever politicians. But when it was announced 



a short time atttrwards that the most important portfolio 
in tLe Cabinet s\t that moment — the Ministry ut Justice- 
had been offered to a Nova-Scotian judge whom the Prime 
Minister had never even seen, and who, as a politician, had 
- never tilled the public mind of the country in any national 
sense, there were undoubted and natural expressions of 
surprise. 

The Dominion Liberals did not attack the appoint- 
ment of Judge ThompsoD on personal grounds, but made 
the mistake of trying to minimize it. Referring to the 
Ministerial changes generally, the Toronto Globe observed, 
on the 26th of September, the day after the new Minister 
of Justice was gazetted, that " these changes and shuffles 
are of very little consequence to the country. The men 
who remained in the Cabinet and the men who have lately 
been taken into the Cabinet, are small men who will exer- 
cise no influence on the country." Such a comment upon 
politicians of the calibre of White and Foster and Thomp- 
son is enough to make partisans on either side smile to-day 
and it is quite safe to say would not be ofTered hy the 
Globe under its present clever management, should any 
similar occurrence again take place. 

The Toronto Mail, then under the able editorship of 
Martin J. Griffin, was on familiar ground in dealing with 
the Hon. John S, D. Thompson, and naturally did him 
more justice. It was in a position to tell the Dominion 
something of his services as a lawyer; of his occasional 
successes as an orator ; of his " high and unstained per- 
sonal character " ; of his eminence as a judge ; and of his 
reputation since 1869 as " a most faithful, high-minded, 
unselfish, and respected advocate of the policy of the great 
chief of the Liberal Conservative party of Canada." Still 
it must be admitted that the country as a whole accepted 
the appointment largely on trust, and waited for time and 



Kpctnence to iluvelop results before expressing any partic-1 

■ "pinion, 
file Conservative party, of course, liaJ confidence iai 

pr Juhn Macdonald'a wonderful judgment of men, andf 
' "e who followed polities closelyknew also that there must I 
B 8'iinfethiiig remarkable in the new Minister or he would 1 
iev«r liave been selected to fill an exceedingly dittioultl 

■ at the moment when a most complicated constit'i-{^ 
tonal (SRue was darkening the whole national horizon j 

ITlth sectarian and sectional storm clouds. 

The man most directly concerned did not want the^ 

isition. His party had almost forced him into public | 

life when he first consented to, contest Antigonisli for the i 

House, During the following period, while Mr. J 

xhompson held office in Nova-Scotia, he mode as fewfl 

bublic appearances as possible, seldom delivered platformfl 

speeches, and though he laboured earnestly and u 

mittingly, was known to have retired to the Bench wifclil 

pleasure, when defeat ultimately came. And now his J 

■ party had again demanded his aid. It was given with I 

hesitation, and only from a final conviction of duty. The I 

well-known statement of Sir John Macdonald's, that "the! 

Lt discovery of my life was the discovery of Thomp- I 

" is, like most epigrams, somewhat inaccurate. It was I 

absolutely necessary that a successor should be found tol 

■ Charles Tupper, and Nova-Scotia had, of course, thai 

[first claim to produce him. But it seemed very doubtful if I 

man was to be obtained in the Province. 

Mr. (now Sir) Charles H. Tupper. and his distinguished \ 

jiather, Mr. Robert Sedgewick, Q.C., and the other local .j 

Jonservative leaders urged upon Sir John the ability and .4 

lervices of Judge Thompson. The latter however told his J 

Hriends he would not take the position, and there really I 

Jccmed to be no one else upon whom the mantle of Howe J 
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and Tupper could for the time being fall Meanwhile the 
claims of the Hon. George E. King, ex-Premier and then 
Judge of the Supreme Court of New Brunswick, were being 
pushed by friends in hia Province, and the result seemed 
very doubtful. Finally, Mr. C. H. Tupper, Mr. Sedgewick, 
and others went once more and urged Judge Thompson to 
accept the post they thought him so well fitted to occupy. 
A letter from Sir John Macdonald was taken to him, form- 
ally offering the position, and stating that a County Judge- 

"■ ahip had been accepted by Mr. Mclsaac, the Liberal M.P. 

- for Antigonish, and that his old constituency was once 
more open to receive him. 

Sir Charles Tupper at the same time and with the 
consent of Sir John Macdonald, went down to Antigouiah 
in order to obtain, if possible, the concurrence and aid of 
Bishop Cameron, who had now for some years been Judge 
Thompson's closest friend and confidant. He pointed out 
to the Bishop what a wide sphere of influence the change 
would open up for his friend, and how greatly in the inter- 
eat of Nova-Scotia and of the country generally it would 
be to have such a strong man in control of the Department 
of Justice. Bishop Camei'on eventually concurred, and 
under the varied pressure thus brought upon him the Hon. 
J. S. D. Thompson entered the Dominion Cabinet, The 
whole proceedure was a great compliment to the man and 
his ability, and it proves also that the astute Chieftain at 
Ottawa had been more than favorably impressed by what 
hod been told him regarding the Nova-Scotian Judge. In 
this way he may be said to have " discovered " him. 

But the fact that Mr. D'Alton McCarthy, Q.C., M.P., 
was first offered the Miniitry of Justice before Judge 
Thompson was approached in the matter, rather tends to 
make the appointment one of those accidents of politics 
which bring about the moat strange and striking results. 
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Mr» McOarthy 8 refusal of the portfolio really paved the way 
for the successful national career of his great rival. 

It must have required considerable courage to face the 
large opposikig majority in Antigonish. Several constitu- 
encies were oifered the new Minister, in any one of which 
he would have been elected by acclamation, but he pre- 
ferred going back to his old friends. Without hesitation, 
or taking time to '* sound " the electorate, he faced a Lib- 
eral majority of 833 ; placed his faith and p )litical future 
in the hands of the people of Ari^jgonish; and despite 
renewed appeals in certain quartera to the old religious 
prejudice; and a natural local desire for a local represen- 
tative such as Dr. Mcintosh was, who opposed him as an 
Independent Conservative ; the brief campaign resulted in 
a sweeping triumph for the new Nova-Scotian leader by 
the splendid majority of 228. 

The comments of the Nova Scotian press had in the 
meantime been generally eulogistic and congratulatory. 
Unlike that of Ontario it could speak with knowledge of 
the past record and of the personal character and abilities 
of the lawyer and politician who was now to enter upon a 
career of broader statesmanship. The Halifax Herald, 
speaking on the 24th of September, when the appointment 
was first announced, represented very accurately the opinion 
of most of the intelligent Conservatives of the Province : 

'* As a gentleman the new minister has ever been a 
favorite among men of all parties, creeds and classes ; as .i 
lawyer he has no equal in the Lower Provinces, and few if 
any superiors, in Canada ; while as a public man he dis- 
played all the highest qualities of an ideal statesman. . . . 
Honest, industrious, broad-minded, clear-headed and cour- 
ageous, with a thorough mastery of his profession and a 
patriotic ambition to be useful in his day and generation, 
:A\\ Thompson is unquestionably of all the men in the Pro- 
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vifiee the one best ([ualifieil to succeed Sir Charles Tupper 
- AS the represeutative of Nova-Scotia in the Government of 
* C&nada." 

Fair minded Liberal opinion was voiced by tlie follow- 
ing from the Windsor, N.S. Courier : — 

" We congratulate the people of Nova-Scotia upon 

having in the Dominion Cabinet a gentleman of Mr. Thoinp- 

f Bon'sabilityanduntiringeuergy. He is an excellent speaker, 

J a clear-headed lawyer, and will undoubtedjy fill the office 

J,"to the satisfaction of the countrj^" 

Well-informed opinion outside of the Province was 
'-represented by the Toronto Mail — already quoted — and 
>■ the Montreal Gazette, which declared that in the new min- 
ister the Government would receive a valuable acquisition. 
It went on to describe him thus :—" A profound lawyer, 
■universally admitted as being in the foremost rank of his 
' profession, he combines the qualities of a sound jurist, with 
I those of an eloquent and effective speaker, who will prove 
ft valuable addition to the debating power of the Ministerial 
benches." How valuable, not even the Gazette had the; 
' faintest conception ! The rabid and extreme partisan vie' 
may be obtained from a despatch ,sent by the Ottawa cor-i 
I ' respondent of the St. John Teleifraph. which declared that 
" the Tnembera of the Orange order are greatly enraged- 
over the appointment. They say he supplants a Protestant 
1 that Riel will not be hanged." 
There was a very interesting discussion following upon 
( the appointment, which was partisan in origin, constitu- 
I'tional in form, and not exactly personal in application. A 
f good many years before this time Vice -Chancellor Mowat 
L of the Ontario Judiciary had stepped down from the bench 
to assume the Attorney- Generalship of his Province, and to 
[ enter that political arena in which he has since had such con- 
. Bpicuous success. The Coiieervative press and speakers of 
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that day had censured the Liberal party for thua deg^adin^ 
the Bench of Justice by making its occupants ehgible for 
party favours and party rewards, and had especially de- 
nounced Mr. Blake, the retiring Premier of Ontario, who 
hod nominated the distin^ished Judge as his successor 
and had urged him to accept the post. Whatever force 

3 arguments may have had in Provincial politics, and 
it is not probable that an occasional retirement from the 
Bench to enter political life will ever really injure the 
Judiciary, they had still less in connection with the Domi- 
nion post of Minister of Justice, 

Who indeed could be better fitted to administer jus- 
tice for the nation ; to control the law-work of the Domi- 
nion ; to look afttsr and abolish, modify, change or amend 
ita laws, than one who had previously possessed judicial 
experience ? Then in a matter of precedents — those things 
which lawyers and politicians appreciate so much and 
which constitute such excellent reasons for action or inac- 
tion as the case may be — there is a considerable resemb- 
lance as to the duties performed, between the position of 
Canadian Minister of Justice and that of the Lord Chan- 
cellor in England. In the Mother- conn try many of the 
most distinguished holders of that great blue ribbon of the 
legal profession went from the Bench to the woolsack. 
Amongst them were Lord Hardwicke, Lord Bathurst, Tjord 
Loughborough, Lord Truro, Lord Hatherley, Lord Camden, 
liord Campbell, and, greatest of all, Lord Eldon. And cer- 
tainly it has never been claimed that the English Bench 
was degraded thereby, though it is open to any one to urge 
that men like the late Lord Chief Justices Cockburn and 
Coleridge have left greater legal reputations than the vast 
majority of those who preferred the temporary glory of 
the woolsack to the lasting splendour of a distinguished 
judicial record. 
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But Done the less the discussion wa.s entertaining, and 
gave the party organs something to talk about. As there 
was nothing special aboat the new Minister to denounce, 
they fired a good deal of politfeal ammunition over this 
little point, and it waB one of the earliest matters referred 
to when Parliament opened its fourth session on the 25th 
of February, 18S6. The new member for Antigonish was 
introduced for the first time to the House, of which in five 
years he was to be leader, by Sir John A. Macdonald and 
the Hon. A W. McLellau, and at once took his seat as 
Minister of Justice. At the same time the Hon. Thomas 
White and Hon. (Jeorge E. Foster went through the form 
of introduction and took their places, after having returned 
to their constituents for election upon appointment to oiEce. 
Within eight years from that day four out of those five 
political leaders had passed through more or less evintful 
phases of political life, and had departed from the scene ! 
How wonderfully true in this connection seem the beautiful 
lines by Lowell : 

" Life in a leaf of paper, white, 
Upon which each of us may write 
Hie word or two. 
Then cornea the night." 

On the following day the debate upon the Address in ] 
rteply to the Speech from the Throne took place, and Mr. 

Blake, as leader of the Opposition, proceeded to pour the 
k naoal hot shot into the Ministerial ranks. He was parti- 
I cularly sarcastic concerning the two different opinions 
I apparently held by the party in power regarding the 

appointment of judges to political oftice. It was with them, 
'■ he declared, not a matter of principle, but simply one of 

expediency. And then speaking of the Mowat incident, 

he said : " I was told that I had degraded the Bench; that I 
dsoiled the hitherto unspotted ermine; that I had created 
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iiing of wuot of coiifidence on the part of the people in 
the judges of the land ; that I had rendered it impossible 
for the judges to conduct impartially the triala of election 
cases." And after this he paid his respects to the new 
Miiiieter in a style which was meant to make prominent 
Conservatives feel secretly annoyed, and to make Mr. 
Thompson slightly uncomfortable haii he really been, as 
Mr. Blake supposed, a small man in a large place. 

"I congratulate the honorable incumbent of the office. 
He enters Federal politics, as the French would say, by the 
fjreat gate. For him there is no apprenticeship in our 
Parliament. ... No greater compliment could be paid 
a public man. The Government felt the office was impor- 
tant; they felt they had no one available in Parliannnt, 
and that they had to look outside. As a lawyer, the lion, 
gentleman has come to the front with a bound over many 
heads ; as a legislator, he begins his Federal career at once 
as a Minister." 

In his replyj Sir John Macdonald chaffed the Opposi- 
tion leader in his usual effective style ; spoke of him aa 
" the dissolving view " of the Mackenzie Government, 
sometimes in and sometimes out; referred to the Hon. W. 
B. Vail having been brought into that Government from 
Nova-Scotia over the heads of many Liberal members in 
the House ; criticized the retirement of Vice-Chancellor S. 
H. Blake from the Bench ; and spoke of the elevation of 
the Hon. E. B. Wood to the Chief Justiceship of Manitoba 
by Mr. Blake as the employment of the Bench tor the 
reward of political services. Finally, he had a few words, 
and only a few words, to say about the new Minister : " I 
looked out in Nova-Scotia when the (Ministerial) vacancy 
existed, for a lawyer who could fill that position creditably, 
and I found him in my bou. friend, and if he were not 
here at this moment I might enter more fully into the fact 
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of his fitness, but I believe that even the hen. gentlemen 
opposite will admit before the Session closes the correctness 
of my selection and choice." 

It is probable that a very few months of intimate 
association in Cabinet and private political discussion 
would be all that was necessary for a man of Sir John 
Macdonald s keen insight to have guaged the ability and 
knowledge of the new Minister of Justice. But in making 
that last prophetic remark, even he could hardly have 
foreseen the skill and value of Mr. Thompson as a Parlia- 
mentary debater, though, no doubt, he was able to make a 
shrewd guess at the truth. In the course of a few weeks, 
however, there would be no possible doubt concerning the 
matter. 



CHAPTER V. 
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The Kiel QuESTroN. 

The opening of this session of the Parliament of 
1886, WB8 perhaps the most critical period in the life of 
the new Minister of Justice. At a crisis in the liistory of 
the government which he had joined and of the party to 
which he belonged, he found himself called upon to bear 
the burden of defence against the herceat and best organ- 
ized attack in the annals of Canadian legislation. Fresh 
from the Bench of his Province and long unaccuatoined to 
heated discussions and party strife, he was to endHre the 
lash of sectarian bitterness and sectional prejudice, inten- 
sified as it was, by an external and seemingly successful 
campaign of unscrupulous misrepresentation. Unknown 
as a speaker to nearly the whole of his critical, or already 
prejudiced, audience in the House, he had to face the 
oratorical graces of Mr. Laurier, the powerful eloquence of 
Mr. Blake, and the fervid utterances of a score of others, 
who were borne by the excitement of the time to the crest 
of a storm-tossed political wave. 

There can be Httle doubt that the position of the 
Ministry was very precariou.s. The old-time influence of 
the Conservative party in the Province of Quebec, seemed 
to have gone forever. The magnetic personality of Sir 
John A, Macdonald appeared to have lost its power. He 
was freely denoun wid in great French- Canadian meetings 
as "the enemy of our nationality," and was even burned 
in effigy at Montreal, whilst the Hon, J, A. Ghapleau, the 
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eloquent tribuae or tha people, was liracketed with Sir 

Hector Lftiigevia and Sir Adolphe Carou, in public 

reaolutions. as " traitors to their country." Riel was to be 

the hero of Quebec anrl one of the politiciil martyrs of his 

f nationality: Mr. Mercier was to be the leader of a new move- 

l ment which in the sacred name of race and religion was to 

[ avenge his execution : the Parti-Nationale was to sweep 

I ont o£ existence tbe enemies of French Canada and of the 

I Boman Catholic Church : Mr. Blake was to stir up the 

[ Province of Ontario against those who had committed 

I what 30,000 people on the Champ de-Mara in Montreal, 

I declared " an act of inhumanity and cruelty unwprthy of a 

civilized nation." 

From the moment when the man who had caused so 
i much of sorrow and bloodshed, suS'ering and death, was 
I executed at Regina, on the 16th of November, ItiSS, this 
L agitation had grown in force and sunk deeper and deeper 
rinto the hearts of the people. Popular passion is always 
r easy to arouse when questions are raised touching even 
L the fringe of creed or nationality, and Mr. Mercier, who 
f was trying to ride into power upon a wave of sectarian 
•prejudice, seemed utterly indifferent to the danger of his 
I course. And in allowing the law to be carried out the 
r Dominion Govc-ri.ment had to face a double difficulty. 
[• Not only was the situation in Quebec critical : not only 
1 .did Le Monde, a Conservative paper, represent the senti- 
Fments of its press as a whole in declaring, after the 
lution, that "Fanaticism wanted a victim: Riel has 
V been offered as a holocaust : and Orangeism has hanged 
f him for hate and to satisfy an old thirst for revenge ": but 
[ the remarkable utterances of the Toronto Mail and Oraiige i 
'■•Sentinel, provided additioual fuel for the flame of] 
'" excitement. The former had declared on the 3rJ of 
t'Ifoveraber, preceding tbe execution, that "as Britons we 
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l>elieve the conquest will have to be fouffht over aguiii and 
Lower Canada may depend upon it, there will be no treaty 
of 1763." The Sentinel declared, in reply to fiery state- 
ments from Quebec, that the Government did not dare to 
han^ the rebel; that '■English-Canadians will not lon^jer 
suffer this galling bondage : and the day may uot be far 
distant when the call to arms wiii again resound through- 
out the Dominion." 

Tremendous preaaure had been brought to bear upon 
the French-Canadian Mini^^ters to resign from the Dominion 
Cabinet. They were told, and truly, that Mr Mercier was 
about to sweep the Province of Quebec, defeat the Local 
administration, and then turn his attention to aiding Mr, 
Laurier at Ottawa. Many of their Conservative sup- 
porters pointed out that refusal to leave a doomed 
government meant political extinction, and that if they 
attempted to condone the execution of Riel, even a 
seat in Parliament would be an impossibility. Whole 
batches of French- Canadian Conservatives declared that 
they dare not support the Government in thfir proposal 
to let justice take its course, or in their subsequent 
definite performance of that duty. Meanwhile, Mr. Blake 
had not made the outlook more pleasant by vigorous 
speeches in Ontario, during which he denounced the whole 
North-West policy of the Government. If appearances 
could be trusted it seemed indeed as though a general 
break-up of the national Conservative forces was about to 
take place. 

This then was the situation when the Hon. J. S. D. 
Thompson faced a storm-tossed House of Comraon.s on the 
nth of March, and listened with stocial composure to Mr. 
Landry's long-anticipated and now famous motion : — 

" That this House feels it its duty to express its deep 
regrot that the sentence of tleatli passed upon Louis Riel, 
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convicted of liigh trea^jon, was aUowed to be carried into 
execution." 

Mr. Landry's apeeeh was the key-note o£ much that 
followed during a week's debate. He described the 
Government's action in a strain of the fiercest invective. 
It was a provocation flung at the face of a whole nation- 1 
, ality : it was a breach of the laws of justice : it was an 
; evidence of weakness on the part of the Ministry : it was j 
I- the gratification of a long-sought vengeance: it was the- 1 
i wanton sacrifice of the life of a French- Canadian Catholic 1 
[ cpon the altar of sectarian hatred and bigotry. He spoke j 
; of the petitions that had been disregarded, and considered j 
the actions of Riel to be those of an insane man or of a 
aaniac. He quoted the pardoning of Jefferson Davia, 
I the exile of Ai-abi Pashi, and the treatment of Abd-el-Kader 
I by France, as affording ample precedents for the forgiveness 
\ i>l Riel. Lt. Colonel Amyot, another Conservative, followed, 
\ and declared with all the vigour of pa.ssionate declamation, 
"that after an examination of the record in Kiel's case, the 
L Ministry had ordered the hanging in spite of the favourable 
iHature of the record : in spite of the recommendation to 
■ mercy by the jury: in spite of the madness of Rie!, which 
B'Was admitted and proved : in spite of the petitions which 
tbhey hid received. "We go fiu-ther" added the orator, 
" we say they did it after mature deliberation, in order to 
Jilease a certain section of the country, not caring about 
4fending the other." 

Many others spoke. Mr. Clarke Wallace declared that 
Eont of 2000 Orange Lodges in the country not more than 
i passed any resolutions whatever upon the subject. 
I Mr, M. C. Cameron denounced the Government as having 
"trafficked in the destiny of a fellow mortal." Mr. Lau- 
Irier made a speech witich was remarkable for the purity 
Wjot its diction, the beauty of its language and style. He 
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stated hia belief, and the belief of his Piovince, that the 
execution of Kiel was "the sacrificb of a life, not to 
inexorable justice, but to bittei- passion and revenge." 
He claimed that the American, English and French press, 
almost witJiout exception, had taken the ground that the 
execution of Eiel wns ULijustitied, unwarranted and against 
the spirit of the age. He urged that Kiel had been deprived 
at hia trial of certain witnesses, and that papers and docu- 
ments taken from him and hia house had not been placed 
at the disposal of his counsel as requested. He compared 
Kiel to Jefferson Davis, and quoted from the evidence of 
General Grant before a committee of tlie American Congress 
to show whut wero considered the rights of surrenilered 
officers. If Kiel had thought that he was going to be 
treated as a cajitured rebel he would have escaped instead 
of surrisndering to Major-General Middleton. Mr. Laurier 
concludftd au oration, which Mr. Blake afturwards character- 
ized as the best he had ever heard upon the floors of 
Parliament, by appealing for that justice which, in his 
opinion, the unfortunate half-breeds had fought for and 
had never yet obtained. 

Sir Hector Langevin, Minister of Public Works, and 
the nominal leader of the French -Canadian Conservatives, 
I'eferred to the great difficulties which he and his colleagues 
had been compelled to contend with during the previous 
four months of wild excitement, of agitation in Quebec, 
and counter -agitation in Ontario. He spoke of the rebel- 
lion ; its inception through the machinations of Lduin Riel ; 
its progress and final suppression by the gallantry of the 
Canadian volunteers. General Middleton had kept his 
promise to Riel, and had handed him over in safety to the 
civil authoritius. He had been tried under a law which 
was put on the Statute book when the Liberal party had 
been in power. And so anxious was the Government to 
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give the rebel leader every legal ehaneo for his life that 
the case had been carried to the Supreme Court of Maui- 

\ toba, and theiice to the Judicinl Committee of the Ttnperia 
Privy Council. He summed up strongly and eloquently in 

'■ the followiuf^ words ; 

" We are the Government of the country ; we had no 
revenge against this rnau ; he had done us nothing peraon- 

' ally ; but he had attacted the authority of the Queen ; he 
had rtivolutionized that country ; he had called the half- 
breeds to his aid and had deceived them in a most shameful 
way, as the missionaries of that country have all testified ; 
he had destroyed their faith; he had destroyed their religion 

■ to establish one of his own, and my friends from the 

'' Province of Quebec call that man a compatriot ! No, Mr. 

y Bpeaker, the sober second thought of the people will not 



Mr. R lyal contended that the rebellion was a crime 

I a^inst God and humanity ; Mr. Gigault thought it was a 
political scftflbld and a political execution that took place 
at Regiua, though he did not say how the matter could 
pa-isibly have benoSted the party in power. Mr. J. J. 
Curran (afterwards Solicitor-General) declared that the 
central figure in this war of races and religions which was 

I being inaugurated, had been alternately exhibited as a 
hsro, a martyr, a fool and a lunatic. He quoted from 

I documents, speeches at the trial, interviews, etc., in order 
ito prove that Riel waa simply an ambitious and utterly 

I DDBCrupulous schemer. Mr. Coursol denounced the attitude 

I of the Toronto Mail, as did Mr. Langelier, who contributad.l 

[ the following remarks to the debate : 

"Our ancestors, when only 60 000 in number, including 
men, women and children, stood their ground for five years 

' agatnnt 50,000 ^^l the best soldier.s, not only of England, 
but of the world. Now that we are a million and a half 
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we could offer a pretty stift' resistance to the Tory IhihI 
grabbers who threaten us." 

Sir Adolplie Caron, in an eloquent speech, declared 
that if circuinstancea should ever arise simitar to those oi' 
last year, he would again do what he had then thought was 
his duty. He con.sidereJ that Kiel bad deceived the half- 
breeds, and showed how he had offered to sell for a bribe 
both his followers and his " cause." He read letters from 
Bishop Grandin showing the tr( ubie and misery the rebel- 
lion had caused, :ind from Riel to " Poundraaker/' which 
proved that he had tried to raise the Indians in revolt. 
Mr. Chapleau, in a most able effort, defended the Gov- 
ernment's position and his own share in supporting the 
law of the land. He referred to the brilliant offers made 
him by the Parti- Nationale ; spoke of hia refusal to take 
the leadership of that organization in Quebec, which for a 
time seemed, and weis, all powerful; and urged strongly his 
conviction that Riel was entirely responsible for his own 
actions. 

Bnt the speeches around which centered the greatest 
interest, and upon which depended the ultimate verdict of 
Parliament, of the people and of posterity, were those of 
Mr. Blake and Mr. Thompson. The House was expectant 
when the leader of the Opposition rose to his feet It 
looked for a powerful arraignment of the Government; 
for close reasoning ; for a wide display of constitutiorial 
knowledge ; for vigorous invective. But in the case of 
the Minister of Justice, it was simply curious. Conserva- 
tives anticipated a fair presentation of the case, but were 
hopeless of any real reply to the great .speech which it was 
known Mr. Blake had prepared. And Liberals would have 
laughed exceedingly had miy one hinted that Blake might 
meet hia match in the abort, atout, fresh -colon red, young- 
looking gentleman who had just come in from a Nova- 
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Scotoan constituency, anrl who was to soon make his maiden 
speech in the House. Mr, Blake reviewed the whole 
matter. He went into the history of the rebellion ; the 
discontents of the half-breeds ; the action or inaction of 
the Government. He contended that the trial had not 
been a fair one ; that the choice of the magistrate had 
been nufoitnnate, and that the evidence and facts of the 
case praved Kiel to be insane. He spoke of the disregard 
of the jury's rf com mend at ion to mercy, and enlarged upon 
the question of executive interference by the Government, 
and as to when it was warranted. His case was a very 
wide and vai-ied one; the reference to authorities was 
extensive, nnd many precedents were produced to show 
1 that as Riel, in his opitiion, was not rosponNible for his 
' actions, he should not have been executed. The speaker 
I concluded by saying that though he knew that many of 
those of hia own race and religion would differ from him, 
it was his conviction that the sentence should have been 
imprisonment for life ; that by the execution a great blow 
had been inflicted upon the administration of justice, aad 
^ that the Government was responsible for it. 

In making what was really a great speech upon this 
occasion, there is no doubt that Mr. Blake fell into the fatal 
error of under -estimating his antagonist. Had he felt any 
comprehension of what was to follow, he would not have 
' made his argument so general or so broad, and would have 
L depended upon the strong points in the case without intro- 
ducing weak ones, which seemed specious and plausible 
I first sight, but which could not stand the shock of logicat( 
and keen analysis. Unfortunately for him, too, it was! 
' past midnight when the speech was finished, and thigfl 
I gave the Minister of Justice an inestimable advantage — onC). j 
! which experienced debaters know how to appreciate and' 
make use of. He promptly moved tlte adjournment of the 



debate, and, after a couple of days' interval, rose to reply 
during the afternoon of Monday, the 22nd of March. 

It IB very seldom indeed that a public man achieves a 
reputation of the highest order by a first speech in Parlia- 
ment. If in England a future leader, or a n a i of admi tted 
and eomiiianding ability, makes a mere favourable impres- 
sion upon the House, be is considered to have done 
exceedingly well for the first time. lu Canada it had only 
been the case, and then in a very modified form, upon one 
previous occasion, when the Hon James McDonald, now 
Chief-Justice of Nova-Scotia, delivered a maiden speech in 
the Parhament of 1S73. Of course, in the American Con- 
gress where only pluck and pyrotechnics are required, it 
is comparatively easy to make an oratorical success of a 
first effort. But in the case of the Hon. J. S. D. Thompson 
success meant the defeat of the greatest logician and debater 
in the House of Common", and the. defence of the Govern- 
ment's position in a matter involving most intricate 
constitutional iasues. It meant that a new man was to 
pitt himself victoriously againsta veteran in Parliamentary 
debate and knowledge of constitutional law. It meant 
that he was to become a power in the House and the 
nation, while failure in-olved results which would have 
made bis subsequent rise impossible, or, at least, unlikely. 
The Chamber was crowded to excess, and from the 
moment when the musical voice of the unpretentious, and 
not at all imposing, speaker was first heard, until he sat 
down at the end of two hours, he held the close and 
undivided attention of the House, and it may be almost 
literally said that a pin could have been heard to fall. 
Those who know the normal condition of the Commons, 
no matter who is speaking, in regard to attention and 
(juietneas, will appreciate the full force of the compliment 
thus conveyed. The speech was strong, clear and convinc- 



ing. Tlie Miuister of Justice seemed to be iiuistci' of liiiii- 
Holf, iiuit.tt.-r uE his siilject, master of the law in its tlieory, 
practice und proccdcDt, meister of his audience. He pierced 
the armour of Mr. Blake's argument with the most direct 
und irresistible skill, and while not appealing in the least 
to his hearers' passions, prejudices or syinpathiea, he 
subdued a critical and censorious body c^f men by pure 
force of reasoning and logical argument. Before that 
speech was ended, it is absolutely accurate to say that ho 
appeared to both friends and opponents as a 

"Tower of strength 
That stood four-square to ill the winds that blow." 

Mr. Thompson first deprecated the extreme feeling, if 
not actual animosity, which had been shown throughout 
the greater part of the prolonged ilebate. He made a 
statement of the part taken in the case by his own Depart- 
ment — that of Justice— and then pi-oceotled to combat the 
claim that Parliament was a court of appeal in criminal 
cases, pointing out some of the evil results which might 
ensue in such an event. He defended the composition of 
the Kegina Court, and met fully and squarely Mr. Blake's 
contention that the Judge was an inferior one and the 
choice unwise. He held that it would have been gross 
injustice, and a very dangerous precedent, to have enacted 
any special law to meet the case. After going over the 
evidence and proceedings at the Regina trial, Mr. Thompson 
took up the assertitin that Kiel was a political offender, 
and, therefore, should not have been hanged. He in.^tanced 
the case of John Browa ; dealt with that of Lord George 
Gordon ; quoted Mr. Gladstone in connection with the 
Fenians and the murder of Constable Brett, and gave the 
opinion of the English Commission on Capital Punishment. 
which declared that " in cases of treason accompanied by 
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overt acts of rc-bel]ian, iissasainatinn or other violence, tlie 
extreme peualty must be maintained." Lord Cranljome. 
now the Marquis of Salisbury, had said that "You must 
treat treason an the highest crime known to the law. If 
you impose capital punishment foe murder you must for 
treason." 

He pointed out that Lord Bramwell had declared that 
" Treason is worse than murder, because it involves the 
taking of many lives." The condition of a new country 
such as the North-West absolutely required strong enforce- 
ment of the law, and any laxity la the punishment of 
admitted crime would have been a criminal act on the part 
of the Government, He then dealt with the insanity 
question in a lucid and convincing manner, and asked in 
that connection how others who took part in the rebellion 
could have been dealt with if the head and front of the 
movement had been granted executive clemency. " I 
should like to ask how the Frog Lake mnrderers could 
have been punished if the man who incited them to rebel- 
hon was allowed to go free or to repose in a lunatic asylum 
until he got rid of his delusion ?" And then, in a few 
ringing words, he concluded his speech amid loud and 
prolonged cheering : 

"I think, Sir, it was absolutely necessaiy for us to 
show to those Indians, to evei-y section of the country, to 
every class of the population, that the power of the Govern- 
ment in the North-West was strong, not only to protect, 
but to punish as well ; and in the administration of justice- 
with regard to those territories in particular, it was 
absolutely necessary that the deterrent effect of capital 
punishment sliould be called into play, (Cheers.) I am 
not disposed, remote as that territory is, strong as the 
calls are for vigorous government there and for the enforce- 
ment of every branch of the law, to be inhuman or 



. nnmerciEnl in the execution of tbe penalties which the 
L.Jaw pronounces ; but in relation to men of this clasts, men 
II who time and a<^ainare CAudid^teu for thn extreme penalty,' 1 
fmeii who have despised mercy wheu it was given to thei 
f ))efore, 1 would give the answer given to those who pro- 

I'.'posed to abolish capital punishment in France, "Very well, 
r but let the assassins begin." 

With the close of this speech there arose a new ligaro 
1 Canadian politics and a chief amongst those who played 
Lthe leading parts in the great game of public life. Three 
I days afterwards the division was taken, and the Oovero- 
L meot found itself sustained by 146 to 42. Meantime, the-^ 
Lechoes of the speech delivered by the new Minister of 
t Justice had permeated every part of the Dominion, and 
I the man from Nova-Scotia, the stranger who had entered 
Pthe great arena of debate and overthrown the hitherto 
I'^lmost invincible Blake, found himself famous as a constl- 
vtutioual lawyer and powerful speaker. 

Canajia hiis every reason to be grateful for the firm 

■'disposition and straightforward character of its Minister J 
/ai Justice during the crisis which prevailed in the autumn'-J 
: 1885, as well as in that which has just been describi 
C There is no doubt that Sir Hector Langevin had given hia 
. fnends in Quebec secret assurances during tlie storm of 
I- protests which came in while the execution of Riel was 
k pending, that a commutation of the sentence might be and 
[ would be granted. He spoke with the authority of a 
R.flenior Privy Councillor and a right hand man of the 

Ji Premier's for many a long year, and it is probable really 

■^lieved that his influence over Sir John Macdonald, both 
I AS a personal friend and as the successor of Sir George 
L-Cartier in the French- Canadian leadership, would be suf- 
W fieient to eventually obtain it. Hence his organ Le Monde 
a permitted to join the choras of protesting papers and 



politiciaiiB ; many Conservatives were Jeccived into join- 
ing the mov-ement ; jtiid it was only wlien the agitation got 
beyond control and threatened the very existence of the 
Conservative party in the Province, that Sir Hector woke 
up at the same time to the rtaiigerous situation he had 
allowed to develop in the ranks of his own followers, and 
to the probability that he would be unable to guide the 
issue in the Cabinet. 

Stronger men than he were at the back of Sir John 
Macdonald, and had the chieftain entertained the least 
idea of interfering with the course of the law, the forceful 
personality of Mr. Thompson would have probably averted 
the evil. There ia no indication or evidence that he ever 
did think of taking such an action, but Sir Hector ap- 
pears to have been in a serious predicament, and the crisis 
was so acute that a weak-kneed Minister of Justice might 
have been cajoled or coerced into advising that the sentence 
be commuted. The excuse thus given for bending before the 
storm might have been accepted or it might not, the pro- 
babilities being that a large majority of the Cabinet would 
still have been in favour of the upright and honourable 
course which was in the end pui-sued. And this may be said 
without considering " the Old Man's " masterful disposition. 
But none the leas was the fact of Mr. Thompson being a 
Roman Catholic and possessing a vigorous will and char- 
acter of his own, very effective in keeping the Govern- 
ment united to all intents and purposes upon t.he question 
which was shortly to be the central one in a general elec- 
tion, extending from the sliores of the Atlantic to the 
rock-bound coasts of the FaciUc. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



An Election and a Fisheries' Treaty. 



The campaign which pi-eceded the DomiDion elections 

, of 1887 brought the new Minister of Jnstice ioto personal 

contact with the people of Ontario. Hitherto he had been 

i sort of political myth, powerful in the Cabinet and in 

I Parliament, but personally unknown to the public. He 

, was now to be introduced to Ontario by the Chieftain 

■ himself, and to take a leading part in the battle upon 

which depended the fate of the party ; for, as Ontario 

went, ao it waa felt would go the country. The Coneerva- 

I .tivea in Quebec were fighting a lost cause ; Bieliam, and 

, all that it involved of racial agitation and revengeful cries, 

uppermost, and the Province on Oct. llth, 1886, 

K retui-ned the Liberals to power in the Local Legislature, 

•^nd placed the sweets of office in the hands of Mr. Mercier. 

■JTothing could, therefore, be hoped from what had once 

>een the mainstay of Canadian Toryism, and everything 

ned upon the result in Ontario. 

On the llth of November, Sir John A. Macdonald, the 

['Hon. J. S. D. Thompson, the Hon. Thomas White and Mr. 

I W. R. Meredi;h, started in the afterwards famous private 

"Jamaica" Upon their political tour of the Province, 

jcommencing with a large meeting at Renfrew. Mr. Mere- 

rdith, who was conducting hie own campaign at the same 

[ time against Mr. Mowat, and who, in this election, came so 

I near to winning the day, did not, of course, speak at all the 

I meetings, and a little later the three first-named leaders 

I were Joined by Hon. George E. Foster. With them a,t 
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occasional intervals were the Hon. J. A. Cliapleau, the Hon. 
John Costigan and Mr. J. J. CuiTan, Q,C. Everywhere 
the receptioQ given tlie Ministers waa not only cordial but 
enthusiastic. All along the line vast crowds turned out to 
see the " Grand Old Man," and the hero of the Riel debate. 
The drill-hall, rink, or city hall, as the ease might be, was 
invariably crowded to the doors, and it was not long before 
Sir John Macdonald found that far from supporting a last 
cause in Ontario, he had the great mass of the people with 
him. 

It was known to his intimate friends in that campaign 
that Sir John had expected defeat ; that he thought Quebec 
was going solidly against him, while Ontario would do well 
if it left the party representation about etjual ; that he left 
Ottawa weak in health and dispirited to the last degree. 
But the greetings of the people were so cordial, the meetings 
so enthusiastic, and the reports began to get so favourable as 
the tour progressed, that he visibly improved in health and 
spirits and rapidly became himself again. Mr, Thompson 
was given a prominent place on the programme of almost 
daily speeches, generally opening the ball with a powerful 
arraignment of the Opposition's alleged policy of race and 
revenge in Quebec, secession in JSova-Scotia, annexation 
in New Brunswick, and detraction everywhere. He 
invariably handled the Riel Ljuestiun, urged the preserva- 
tion of the Union, and spoke of the oneness of the Conser- 
vative policy as it waa now presented in every part of the 
Dominion. Mr. "White or Mr. Foster would follow, and 
then Sir John Macdonald would close with a few pithy, 
witty remarks. Very often there were two meetings — one 
in the afternoon, and one in the evening at the next town. 

A preliminary mass-meeting and demonsti'ation was 
held at London on Sept. Hith, 188(!. Sir John Macdonald, 
Mr. Thompson, Mr. White, Mr. Cliapleau, Mr Meredith 
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^^nd Mr. Cai'lintj were the speakers, and the "Old Man" 
K^ielivered a lengthy and elaborate address. The MinisbeiJ 
w.ot Justice received a splendid reception, and the eloquenfc-1 
I speech of Mr. Chapleaii, the great Quebec omtor, was one 1 
^ which, it is safe to say, will never be forgotten by those 
^ who hoard it. A little later, on Oct. 14th, Mcaara. White, 
I Foster and Thompson addressed an immense gathering at 
' St, John, N.B., ami the Daily Sun on the succeeding day 
I observed that " Too much cannot be said in praise either 

of the style or matter of the address of the Minister of 
[ Justice. He is the more polished speaker of the three. 

Every sentence is clear, incisive and graceful," 
L , At Owen Sound, on Nov. 15th, when the Ontario tour 
[ really commenced, the reception was particularly elaborate 
[• in arrangement and enthusiastic in spirit. Mr. Thompson 

was warmly received and brought ringing cheers from a 

great audience by the declaration that " one loyal man is 
[ ns good as ten rebels." Then followed a large gathering at 
I Dungannon in Huron County, and on Nov. 20th the party 

reached Hamilton. Here we find iu Mr. Thompson's speech 
I a rather amusing comment on the varied policies of the 
p Liberals. "There, however, Mr. Blake did have a policy 
I'.in his pocket. He had a right to christen bis own baby, 
land, therefore, he called it the ' alternative policy.' A 
[■■better name for it, however, would have been the 'all- 
I tumative policy.'" 

I Gait. Listowel, Stratford, Guelph and Samia were 

Lthen visited, with all the now familiar accompaniments of 
I tremendous ci-owds, torch-light processions and loyal 
I addresses. At Stratford the crowd was so great tiiat the 
[ Ministers could hardly get through it to the platform. 
[ When they did get there, Mr, Thompson referred to " the 
I warm-hearted hug" he had received as one which a man 

only wanted once in a lifetime. At San\\B. W. ?.aS.^. a.'s-a.^n'CT 
l^fuoiJ thing at the expense oi one ot tfae \A\itt,'C'eX\«»&ft'c'8.-. 
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" Sir Kichard Cartwright has recently stated that the 
Prime Minister ought to pass into notliingness, but these 
demonstrations did not indicate such a result. Eight years 
ago he had himself passed into nothingness, and he was 
realizing to-day the bitterness of the old axiom that out of 
nothing, nothing comes." 

In speaking of the recent Quebec elections, the success 
of the Nationalists, and Mr. Mercier's promised aid to Mr. 
Laurier in the coming Dominion contest, he referred — with 
more bitterness than usually characterized him — -to "the 
blasphemer, Mr. Mercier, and the traitor, Mr. Laurier." 
It is not unlikely that he afterwards regretted the violence 
of this language, but the provocatSon was great, and the 
people of Ontario only partially realized then, and have 
forgotten now, the terrific storm of abuse and misreprcbcnt- 
ation by which Quebec had just been carried for the Local 
House, and by the continued use of which it was hoped to 
capture the Dominion. The applause, however, upon this 
occasion was long and continued. The episode showed, as 
did a certain reply to Sir Richard Cartwright some years 
later, that the Minister of Justice could, when he desired, 
denounce his opponents as vigorously, as he could argue 
with them skilfully. 

Immense meetings followed at Orangeville, Orillia, 

• Sunderland, Port Hope, Peterboro', Cobourg, Deseronto, 
Welland, Essex Centre and Windsor. At Sunderland, on 
Dec Ist, Mr. Thompson referred to the name applied by 
the Globe to the party of speakers, " the Chestnut Combina- 
tion," as being in a certain sense correct. The successful 
receptions to different Ministers in New Brunswick, No va- 

• Scotia and Ontario were, no doubt, becoming unpleasant ' 

" chestnuts " to the Liberal organ. " And," said he, " there 
was another sense in which they might be called a ' chest- 
t aat combination,' and in respect of which they gloried in | 
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the name. They were able to go from one Province to 
another, from one town to anobher, and tell the same story 
to the people." At Deseronto he joked with the same 
phrase in a rather effective way: " Why, Mr. Blake him- 
self repeated but one speech in every pai't of Nova-Scotia. 
He dished up chestnuts roasted, chestnuts fried, chestnuts 
on the hard shell, chestnuts salted down, and reproduced 
long after they were stale and out of use." 

Speaking at Peterboro of the good times which 
followed the depression of 1878, and as an illuatration of 
the general progress under Conservative rule, he said that 
an old and wealthy Maritime Province man was once asked 
how he had acquired his m.oney, and replied, " I bought pro- 
perty when the Liberals were in power : I sold it when the 
Tories came in." At Welland, Mr. Thompson declared that 
" Mr. Blake had better confine his attention to the laborious 
and malignant satire which suited his disposition so very 
much better than any allusion to facts or figures." At 
Windsor he once more struck at Mr. Laurier. as one who 
"jastities murder, pillage and rebellion under the sacred 
right of resistance. Do not the settlers, the Government 
- officials, the mounted police and the volunteers possess some 
sacriid rights as well as Riel and his associates ? " 

The closing meetings of the tour were at Lucan, 
Wingham and Chatham, with a final demonstration at 
Toronto. For some reason connected with the general 
campaign, Mr. Thompson was not present in the Queen 
City on Dec. 21st, but addresses were delivered by Sir John 
and by Messrs. White, Foster and Chapleau. 

This prolonged tour made the new Minister deservedly 
popular, though, of course, never in the same sense as was 
Sir John Macdonald. His proper place was not upon the 
stump, though in this campaign many things combined to 
render his speeches exceedingly ertective and useful to the 
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party. He could be sarcastic, and at times hum tous in 
narrative, though never magnetic with that persoiial merri- 
ment which has such influence upon a crowd. He was also 
much too self-contained and deliberate to arouse large 
gatherings. Meantime the campaign had been progressing 
all over the country. Mr. Chapleau had done much to 
even matters up in Quebec, assisted by the efforts of Sir 
Hector Langevin and Sir Adolphe Oaron. Sir Hector had 
finally thrown in his lot with the Ministry, and liis 
work in organization dming that time of political imeer- 
tainty, and amid the loss of party followers and friends, 
and the smashing of party ties, was uf great value. 
Sir A. P. Caron was always an effective and popular 
campaigner, and on this occaMion he worked like a Trojan. 
Between them, they managed to hold the balance so that 
election day showed, instead of the expected Liberal sweep, 
a representation of about half and half. 

On the 22nd of February, 18S7, the ballot box settled 
the destinies of Canada for a few years longer. The 
Maritime Provinces returned a pretty solid Conservative 
contigent, Mr. Thompson being elected for Antigonish by 
a majority of forty over an old-time antagonist in local 
polities, Mr. Angus McGillivray. Manitoba, the North- 
West and British Columbia went straight Conservative, 
and Ontario gave a fair majority. Once more, Sir John 
Maedonald had appealed successfully to 

" A weapon Chat oaraea down tia still 
Ab snonflakea faJl upon the 3od ; 
But executes a. freamftn's will 
An lightning does the will of (Jod." 

The Kiel question was thus disposed of so far as 
Dominion politics were concerned, but it was already pro- 
ducing, in the form of Mereieriam, many serious evils, of 
which Sir John Thompson himself did not live to see the 
end 
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The cessation of party struggles at home for the time 
being, now gave the Government an opportunity to deal 
with the trying and difficult Fisheries' Question. And in 
writing a number of years after the crucial point liad 

, been faced by Canada, Sir Charlea Tupper declared that 
he only accepted the post of Plenipotentiary to Washing- 
ton in 1SS7 upon the condition that he should be accom- 
panied by the Hon. J. S. D. Thompson as legal adviser. 
There is no doubt that he very fully apprehended the 
situation, and after sitting for a time in the same Gov- 
ernment with the Minister of Justice, understood how great 
the value his wide knowledge and clear grasp of interna- 
tional law would be in such a connection. It was the 
revival of the old, old question which had been settled in 
1818. settled again in 1871, and re-adjusted by the Halifax 
Commission of 1877, Through the deliberate abrogation 
of the Fisheries' Clause of the Washington Treaty by the 
American Government in 18S5, the Canadian Administra- 
tion had found itself face to face with the alternative of 
giving the Americans a free hand in the immensly valuable 
in-shore fisheries of the Dominion, or else of falling back 
upon the treaty of 1818 which gave full power for the regu- 
ation and control of foreign fishermen in British waters. 

' The Government had naturally taken the latter course ; 

' made the necessary arrangements for the complete protec- 
tion of Canadian interests and British subjects within the 
three mile limit ; and prepared to endure with patience the 
outburst of American indignation which' was of course in- 

, evitable. But unfortunately the United States refused alto- 
gether to recognize the Canadian construction of the Treaty 
of 1818; its Oovernraeut denounced the protective regula- 
tions as unfriendly and illegal ; its fishing interests clam- 
oured for action, while their men and vessels proceeded boldly 
into Canadian waters and did as they liked without regard to 
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tlier law or license. Arinefl coasting- steamers hiul been at 
once despatched to the disputed fishing grounds with orders 
to capture and carry into the nearest British port any vts-nel 
found poaching within British jurisdiction. These orders 
were freely obeyed, and daring the next two years many 
American vessels were seized, the cases tried by the Cana- 
dian Maritime Courts, and not infrequently the cargoes and 
vessels confiscated. More than once there had been colli- 
sions between txcited crews. More than once bloodshed was 
only averted by the merest cliance, and not infrequently 
during this perilous period, the possibility of a war between 
the Empire and the Republic seemed to hang upon trifles 
light ag air. Many were the menaces from the other 
side of the line. The abrogation of the bonding privilege, 
the refusal to permit Canadian vessels to enter American 
ports, the cessation of all commercial intercourse, were each 
in turn thivjatened either by the newspapers, by Congress or 
by the President. Canada, however, stoo4 firmly by what 
the Government believed to be its rights, and the Minister 
of Justice was at one with the Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries in the determination to uphold the legal rights 
and Maritime interests of the Dominion and of its large 
fishing population. 

The result was that on November 15th of this year, a 
Commission metatWasbington to discuss the points at issue 
and make an attempt at settlement. The British Plenipo- 
tentiaries were the Rt, Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, M.P., the 
brilliant and keen'witted English Radical ; the Hon. Lionel 
Sackville West, British Minister to the United States, and 
Sir Charles Tupper, G.C.M.G., Canadian Minister of Finance. 
The American Commissioners were the Hon. Thomas F. 
Bayard, United States Secretary of State, and Messrs. W, 
L Putnam and James B. Angell. With Sir Charles Tupper 
was associated Mr. Thompson as legal adviser. 
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No move fitting appointinont could hnve been made. 
The Canadian Minister of Justice was closely in touch with 
the business and le^al details of the whole question ; he 
understood thorou^^hly the views and wishes of his col- 
leagues ; and the American side of the case was by no 
means new to him. It in very seldom indeed that a Pleni- 
potentiary in negotiating a Treaty has the assistance of an 
acute legal mind which not very many years before had 
thoroughly mastered the other side of the questions at 
issue and prepared the brief for the representatives of the 
country which he was now to meet in discussion. And no 
doubt Mr. Thompson's acquaintance ten year's previously 
) with American methods at Halifax, had given him an in- 
sight into the somewhat tortuous paths of American ilipjo- 
macy which was useful to even the long experience of Sir 
Chrtrles Tiipper. or the trained intellect of Mr. Chamberlain. 
So far, however, as Mr. Bayanl was concerned, he showed 
in this case how honourable, straightforward and honest an 
American statesman can be when he allows himself to rise 
above the narrow anti-British prejudices of hia own envi- 
ronment. 

A great deal of discussion and cross-firing of commu- 
nications between the three Governments concerned, to- 
gether with many and diverse comments by the newspapei-s 
of the United States, Canada, and Great Britain, followed^ 
From November. ISST, until February, 1888, the negoti- 
ations were continued off and on. For a prolonged period 
meetings of the plenipotentiaries and their counsel were 
heli almost daily. It is understood that many able papers 
were submitted to the British Commissioners upon different 
questions and phases of the general problem by Mr. 
Thompson, and that his knowledge and quick perception 
of technical and legal points were of invaluable service to 
Sir Charles Tupper. And Canailians of the futav* "^Ww 
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they learn Bometbiogof the wonderful ability and unique 
power of mental grasp shown by Mr. Chamberlain upon 
this occasion, and regarding a subject of which he had 
naturally known very little before coming to Washington, 
will indeed regret that Sir John A. Macdonald liad not 
received the same keen appreciation and co-operation 
from the British Commissioners who helped or hindered 
him in negotiating the Washington Treaty of 1S71, 

On the 15th of March a Treaty was duly signed. By 
its terms an International Commission was to be appointed 
for the decision of the exact limits of Canadian waters, 
within which by the Treaty of 1818, the United Suteshad 
renounced for ever all rights as to taking, drying or curing 
fish. A method of calculating the three marine miles of 
exclusion was decided upon. Privileges were mutually 
given as to vessels reporting, entering or clearing for shelter, 
for repairing damages, for the purchase of wood or the ob- 
taining of water. Such vessels were relieved of compulsory 
pilotage and of harbour and other does. Vessels under 
stress of weather or accident were to be allowed to unload, 
reload, tranship or sell all fish on board, subject to customs' 
regulations, when such action might be necessary as inci- 
dental to repairs. Full privilege was given for the replen- 
ishing of outfits, supplies, etc., when damaged or lost by 
disaster. Reciprocity was promised by Canada whenever 
the United States should remove the duty from fish, fish- 
oil and other produce of the fisheries of the Dominion. 
Upon this step being taken United States' fishing vessels 
were to be given annual licenses free of charge for the fol- 
lowing purposes ; 

I. The purchase of provisions, bait, ice, seines, lines 
and all other supplies and outfits. 

II. Transhipment of catch, for transport by any 
s of conveyance. 

III. Sbjppiag of crews. 
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I Such was the Treaty finally made, in which, of course, 

Newfoundland waa included. And in order to show inter- 
national friendlinesa and prevent any possible friction 
before the ratification of the Treaty, Canada offered the 
United States a most favourable Ttwdiis vivendi or tempo- 
rary arrangement. This was accepted, and all seemed to 
be well at last in this most troublesome of disputes. In 
presenting it to Congress on February 20th, President 
Cleveland declared that " the Treaty meets my approval 
because I believe that it supplies a satisfactory, practical 
and final ailjustment, upon a basis honourable and just to 
both parties, of the difficult and vexed question to which it 
relates." And in speaking of the modits vivendi which 
had been offered by the British plenipotentiaries, he said 
that it appeared to have been " dictated by a friendly and 
amicable spirit." 

On the 2nd of March a banquet was given Mr, Cham- 
berlain in New York by the Canadian Club and its Pres- 
ident, Mr. Erastus Wiraan. In his speech the distinguished 
English statesman pointed out the difficulties which the 
Commissioners had encountered, and declared that they 
had left the Treaty "to the calm and sober judgment, to 
the common sense and reason, and above all to the friendly 
feeling of the peoples of both countries." He gave a 
brief sketch of its terms and of the concessions made on 
either side; spoke strongly regarding the absolute justice 
and fairness of the Canadian policy in the whole affair; 
and concluded with an appeal to the United States Senate 
to accept the settlement. After a visit to Canada and 
a most eloquent address in Toronto, Mr. Chamberlain 
returned to England, and in a speech at Birmingham 
shortly after his arrival, declared that "the Canadian 
Government and its representatives were desirous of 
terminating a state of irritation, dangerous in. vta ^;»- 
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eible consetjuences. which had existed for a considerable 
time. They were quite willing to surrender the strict 
interpretation of their rights, and extreme contentions, 
and to deal with the matters submitted in a spirit of equity, 
and with the anxious hope of promoting neighbour!]^ 
intercourse." 

A little later Mr. Bayard wrote that "Conciliation and 
mutual neighbourly concession have together done their 
honourable and honest work in this treaty, and have paved 
the way for relations ol' amity and mutual advantage." 
In the beginning of April the measure came before the 
Canadian Parliament for rafcification. Mr. L. H. Daviea 
delivered a speech of general denunciation, and was followed 
by Mr. Thompson, who referred to the onslaught made 
upon the Treaty by the Liberal party and then to the 
equally strong claim of the Republicans on the other side 
of the line, that the interests of the United State.s were 
sacrificed in the arran£femeDt : — "The enemies of the 
Administration, the enemies of this Treaty, the enemies of 
Canada, have been ringing the changes which he (Mr. 
Davies) has reversed here to night." The Minister of 
Justice proceeded first to speak of the Fisheries as Canada's 
most valuable possession, and one that would as the years 
rolled by steadily increase in value ; and then defended the 
Canadian interpretation of the Treaty of 181H — " It was 
always assumed, even in the courts of law, that the enter- 
ing of an American 6shing vessel in defiance of a treaty 
would result in the forfeiture of the vessel and her cargo, 
and wc were only putting on the statute book in IHBti 
what had been the view of the law acted on from the 
earliest times, with the exception that the seizures in 
earlier times were by British vessels of war, and that 
lately they have been made by Canadian revenue cutters." 

/i had not been, he declared, an " anti-civilized policy," 
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as the Liberals lirnl calloil it, but one ot proper protection 
of Cdoadian interests, and one which the United StatiJB 
carried out to a I'ar greater degree in its owu ports and 
harbours. " I support this Treaty," he added, " because it 
contains fair concessions on the part of Canada and fair 
and liberal concessions on the part of the United States." 
He then pointed out that Nova-Scotian fishermen did not 
particularly want a treaty — so long, in fact, as their 
inshore fisheries were protected they did not care about it 
at all. " The only necessity that existed, for one was the 
fact that our neighbors alongside of us were dissatisfied 
with the construction which we put on the Treaty of 1818," 
And then came an eloquent peroration : " If the Govern- 
nient had not protected the fisheries as they have, with 
vigilance aud with strictness, instead of occupying the 
proud position we occupy to-day, we should have had no 
treaty on the Table ; we should have had no eoncesaious to 
make; we should have received no concessions in return ; 
our fishermen would ndt have fared as well as they have 
during the past few years; our fisheries would not have 
been as valuable as they are to-day. and neither the United 
States nor any other country would have thought it worth 
their while to go through the aolemnitiea of negotiating 
and making a treaty in regard to fisheries which the owners 

I thought so little of that they did not take the trouble to 
administer the laws of their own country fur their protec- 
■ tion," 

' The Treaty finally passed the House of Commons with- 

out amendment and without a vote being taken. In the 

„ month of August following, however, the American Senate. 
actuated by consi<ierations of demagoguery and unfriendli- 
ness, very fai- removed from the spirit of conciliation and 

' good will to which Mr. Chamberlain had appealed, sum- 
marily threw out the whole arrajgeraent. PviisvVeciS.^'es^- 
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land then iasueJ his remarkable Meaaape, dated thu 23rd 
of August, in which he declnred hia belief tliat " the treaty 
just rejected was well suited to the exigency and its provi- 
sions were adequate for our security in the future and for 
the promotion of friendly intimacy without sacriGcing our 
national pride and dignity." And then, in the teeth of all 
honour, friendliness and common sense, he reeomniends " a 
policy of national retaliation," one which " manifestly em- 
braces the infliction of the greatest harm upon those who 
have injured us, with the least possible damage to ourselves"! 
" I recommend," he continued, "immediate legislative action 
conferring upon the Executive the power to suspend by 
proclamation the operation of all laws and regulations per- 
mitting the transit of goods, wares, and merchandize in 
bond, acrass or over the territory of the United States, to 
or from Canada." 

Seedless to say no overt action followed this extraor- 
dinary message. The President was given the authority 
desired but never used it: the ensuing election swept him 
from the power which he had hoped to strengthen by this 
very means ; and the Canadian Government fell back once 
more upon its own regulations for the care of its fisheries. 
But it was not the fault of Canada or England that this 
measure of peace and conciliation had been refused. It was 
not the fault of the able negotiatora who had spent time 
and labour in its preparation. It was the strength of that 
anti-British element in the United States to which even a 
President with the strong will, clear intellect, and vigorous 
convictions of Mr. Grover Cleveland, found it ne^'essary to 
bow and to offer sacrifice, as did the men of old before 
Moloch. 

On the lltb of September the work done by Mr. J. S. 
D. Thompson was rewarded by Her MaJMty the Queen 
with a Knight Commandership of the distinguished order 
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of St. Michael and St. George, l>eetowed " in recognition of 
his eminent services on the Commission." He accepted it 
with that loyal appreciation which ia a natural accompani- 
ment of true modesty and genuine ability. It is said that 
on the morning Mr. Thompson was apprised of the honour 
conferred upon him, Sir John Macdonald put his head into 
the room of the Minister of Justice and enquired ; " How in 
Sir John this morning ?" " You ought to be best able to 
answer that question," replied Sir John Thompson, forget- 
ting for the moment his new designation. This mark of 
distinction was most fully approved by the Canadian press, \ 

and the Montreal Gazette, in the following comment, pretty . 

well voiced public opinion : 

"Though but a young man, in Dominion politics. Sir 
John Thompson has won a foremost place among the coun- 
try's public men. As Minister of Justice it has been hiH 
duty to act in a number of cases calling for the greatest 
legal skill and the surest judgment, and in all he has 
acquitted himself with honour, even when in opposition to 
BO powerful a legal authority as Mr. Blake." And a Par- 
liamentary question was now about to darker? the political 
horizon which would require all the skill and ability pos- 
sessed by the Minister of Justice, and which was destined 
to leave its mark upoQ the remaining years of his public 
life. 
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CHAPTER Vri. 



The Jesuits' Estates Act. 

The action of the Dominion Government in the case 
of Riel, had stirred to a white heat the prejudices of ultra 
( 'atliolics in the Province of Quebec. Its refusal to disallow 
the Jesuits' Jistatea Act was now destined to have asimilar 
effect upon the ultra Protestants of the Province of Ontario. 
The ablest defence of the refusal to pander to tlie sectarian 
elements of French -speak inj{ Canada, had been made by Mr. 
JohnS. D.Thompaon. And his gi-eat deliverance during the 
debate upon Colonel O'Brien's famous motion, defended up 
to the hilt the Government's policy of refusal to interfere 
with the Provincial legislation of Quebec, at the dictation of 
the sectarian elements in English -speaking Canada. By 
the first speech the Minister of Justice made his reputation. 
By the second he confirmed and enhanced it. And curiously 
enough, they were each made upon opposite sides of the 
semi -religious issue which has more than once threatened 
the Dominion with serious disaster. 

In connection with this Jewits' Estates qucNtion there 
seemed to be combined nearly every element which could 
embarrass a Government, provoke ill-will between the Pro- 
vinces, raise sectarian issues, and make the action of the 
Dominion Ministry unpopular whichever line it might 
ultimately take. The Premier ni Quebec, who had planned 
and passed the legi.slation, was intensely unpopular in 
Ontario and other Provinces, because of his speeches during 
the Riel tigitation. The preamble to the Bill «a carried 
through the Parliament of Quebec was exceedingly offensive 
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I in its terms to a great majority of Protestants. The 
rnw-a.sine itself seemed to be specially adapted to misrepi-e- 
Lsectatfon and to the uses of tho^e who might and did 
L believe in alt honesty that Roman Catholicism was advaac- 
I ing its influence and power to a dangerous degree through- 
l out the Dominion of Canada, And, although it is a 
delicate matter to refer to, there can be no doubt that the 
■ personal position of the Minister of Justice, as a converted 
I member of that great church, was freely used to enhance 
this injurious sentiment. 

The first stages in the history of the aflair did not 
L indicate any serious trouble. On the 3rd of July. 1888, a 
I Bill for the settlement of the long-standing dispute between 
r the Jesuits, the Clergy of the Roman Catholic Church, and 
I the Province of Quebec, was passed without opposition or 
I protest through the Lower House of the Quebec Legislature. 
I It passed the Upper House also without opposition, and in 
due course was assented to by the Lieut. -Gov em or and 
became law, subject within a certain period to disallowance 
by the Dominion authorities should the legislation be con- 
sidered unconstitutional or dangerous to the interests of 
the country as a whole. At first there was neither opposi- 
tion nor serious criticism. With the exception of the 
Huntingdon Oleuner, not a paper in Quebec discussed the 
matter from a hostile standpoint, and the Protestant Com- 
mittee of Public Instrnc'iun quietly accepted the promise 
of 860,000, included in the measure. Mr. Mercier was 
therefore justified in concluding while the Bill was before 
the Legislature that there could be no very strong feeling 
against the proposal in the Province interested. Indeed 
the Hon, Mr, Lynch, a Protestant representative, declared 
during the passage of the measure, that " there was noth- 
ing in it alarming in character." 

The Hon. Mr. Stames, in the Legialai\\fcCc«tti'i"\,«ii\i, 
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that " Proteatdiits and Catholics ought to be satisfied with 
the manner in which the question is now settled." The 
Hon. David Ross, declared that " we had to deal with a 
question of justice and I gave it my support. The Pro- 
testants whom I represent in the Cabinet are well satisfied 
with the settlement." None the less however, Mr. Mercier 
was necessarily well aware of the ultimate result of such 
legislation, especially when the introductory portion of the 
Bill was worded in a way so peculiarly ofl^ensive to large 
elements of the national population. He supplied the pro- 
vocation, and it in hardly unjust in view of his previous and 
subsequent record, to surmise that he did it delibei-ately, 
knowing the advantage which a sectarian agitation in 
Ontario would be to his own political position in Quebea 

The origin of the question was simple enough. Stripped 
of all technicalities and complex developments, it seems 
that in 1791 the King of Great Britain issued a proclama- 
tion suppressing the Order of the Jesuits in Canada, but 
leaving them the use of their estates so long as those who 
were then members should remain alive. In IfiOO the last 
Jesuit died and the properties, it was claimed, were 
escheated to the Crown. Bat in cases of escheat a libera] 
proportion is generally appropriated to the carrying out of 
the intention of the donors, or to indemnifying those who 
morally may consider themselves entitled to it. And the 
re-insta(ement of the Jesuits at a Jater period, together 
with their incorporation, gave them this moral right — 
such as it was. Meanwhile through the suppression for a 
time of the Order by the Pope, it was also claimed that the 
estates instead of reverting to the Crown, passed to the 
dioceses in which they were placed. Hence the claims of 
the Quebec Bishops and a situation generally, which for 
a long period either precluded the sale of the lands by 
ibe OorerBiuenl or very seriously hampered its action in 
dealing with them. 
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At every step it waa met by prntests from the united 
hierarchy of Quebec demanding that the landy should not 
be diverted from the charitable and reUgious purposes to 
which they had been originally devoted, in some cases by 
private donors, in others by grants from the French King, 
Under these conditions, and it must be remembered in a 
Catholic Province, several Governments had attenr.pted to 
adjust the question but without success, because they did 
not like to negotiate upon the fact that there waa only one 
authority whom the Jesuits and the Bishops as branches of 
the same church, could each recognize as an arbiter, and as 
having the moral power to act for them in the settlement of 
the dispute. 

By the calliDg in of the Pope, Mr. Mercier solved the 
problem, but by the way in which it was done, he created 
a storm in Ontario which it has taken years to calm. 
Summed up in a few words the head of the Roman Catholic 
Church consented to perform the part of an arbiter, and 
appointed the Archbishop of Quebec to act as his attcrney 
in the matter. This latter arrangement waa afterwards can- 
celled, and in a letter dated May 7th, 18S7, which waa freely 
used in the subsequent Ontario campaign, the Pope states 
that he has " reserved to himself " the right to settle the 
question. That is to say, he reserved to himself the author- 
ity previously given to the archbishop. Without, however, 
going into the matter further at this stage, it seems clear 
that the business arrangement was not in itaelf as bad as 
it has been depicted. The Quebec Premier claimed that 
Bome settlement was absolutely necessary; that the Pope 
was the only authority recognized in a church dispute by 
the two religious bodies in question; and that the $400,000 
was made by his intervention a full, legal settlement of 
claims aggi-egating 82,000,000. Nevertheless the m- 
troduction of his preamble into the bill and some of the 
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correspon deuce itself, was a gross illustration of political de- 
magogism and a dangerous menace to the good-feeliag in 
Ontario which had survived the ebullition of fanaticiam 
of a couple of yeare before in Queben itself. 

There could be no doubt about the sentiment which 
the publication of the bill speedily aronsed in maoy sections 
of the Upper Province. Aggressive Protestantism was 
stirred up ; Orange Lodges passed denunciatory resolutions ; 
the Mail renewed its vigorous and able but unjust and un- 
wise attacks, upon Quebec and the great religious inytitu- 
tions of that Province ; the Jesuits were painted in the 
blackest shades which tongue and pen could produce ; and 
Equal Rights and Disallowance became the cries of the 
hour. Though this ebullition of strong and sincere senti- 
ment was confined to a, limited number of the people it had 
the usual effect elsewhere. Extremes in one direction are 
almost sure to produce the opposite extreme. The Protes- 
tants of Quebec therefore commenced to think themselves 
aggrieved and a section of them began to agitate and pass 
resolutions which served to fan the flame in Ontario, The 
Qnwise language which is always used in sectarian disputes 
stirred up both sides to the controversy and very soon the 
French -Canadian pre^s was denouncing the fanaticism of 
the Upper Pi'ovince in language very like that used by 
many Ontario papera during the Riel discussion. 

This then was the position of affairs which Sir John 
Thompson had to face before the country, and in the great 
Parliamentary debate which soon became imminent. With 
the forgetfulnesB of his stand in the Riel matter, which 
always characterises a busy public, he wa.3 looked upon by 
ultra Protestants as the central figure in a great drama of 
surrender to the mandates of the Church which he wasJ 
known to regard with such devotion. It did not seem to 
occur to many of them, although the grent niiaa of enlight- 
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ened Canadians believed otherwise, that a statesman could 
be a Roman Catholic and at the name time .a patriotic 
citizen. If Sir John Thompson's career had served no 
other purpose than to dispel such bigoted and dangerouE 
views he would not have lived in vain. 

On February 13th, 1SS9, the first mutterings of the 
coming Parliamentary conflict were heard, as Mr. J. A. 
Barroa, Q.C., rose from his place in the House of Commons 
to ask five questions regarding the consideration which 
the Jesuits' Estates Act had received from the Dominion 
Government. Sir John Tborapson'a reply was character- 
istically precise and complete: 

" The answer to the first question of the hoD. gentle- 
man is that the Act referred to has been before the 
Govemmtint for their consideration; to the second question, 
that the Minister of Justice reported on the Act to His 
Excellency the Governor-General on the 16th January last; 
to the third question, that the Minister of Justice reported 
that the Act in question, together with the 112 other Acts 
passed at the same session of the Quebec Legislature, 
should be left to its operation ; to the fourth question, that 
the report of the Minister of Justice was approved on the 
19th January, 1SS9, and the result weis at once communi- 
cated to the Government of Quebec ; to the fifth question, 
that the Acts of the Legislature of Quebec for the session 
of 188S were received by the Secretary of State on the Sth 
August." 

This statement set at rest all speculation as to the 
course the Government intended to pursue, but it opened 
the flood-gates of sectarian agitation and made the Minister 
of Justice the theme of much fiery denunciation and 
eloquent invective, The Rev. Dr. Douglas, Bishop Carman, 
Canon DuMoulin, Principal Caven, Mr. James X- ITughea, 
and many others, denounced the action or inaction of the 
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Ministry in permitting the Act to go into operation. 
Great mas3 meetin^^j were held in Toronto and elsewhere ; 
and Mr. D'Alton McCarthy was urged to become the Pro- 
testant champion and to take the tield against those who 
were willing^t was claimed — to sacnlice religion upon 
the altar of politicjil expediency. Finally, after many 
rumours, and amid great political purturbation, Lieut. 
Colonel William E. O'Brieu moved the following resolution 
in the House on March 26th : 

" That an humble address be presented to His Excel- 
lency the Governor-General setting forth: I. That this 
House regards the power of disallowing the Acta of the 
Legislative Assembliea of the Provinces, ve.^t d in His 
i-xeellency in Council, as a prerogative essential to the 
national existence of the Uomiuion : II. That this great 
power, while it should never be wantonly exf rcised, should 
be fearlessly used for the protection ot the rights of a 
minority, for the preservation of the fundamental principles 
of the Constitution, and for safe-guirding the general 
interests of the people : III. That in the opinion of this 
House, the passage by the Legislature of the Province of 
Qnebt!C of the Act entitleil ' An Act respecting the settle- 
ment of the Jesuits' Estates,' is beyond the power of that 
Legislature. Firstly, because it endows from public funds 
a religious organization, thereby violating the undoubted 
eonstitntioual principle of the complete separation of 
Church and State, and of the absolute equality of all 
denominations before the law. Secondly, because it recog- 
nizes the usurpation of a right by a foreign authority. 
namely, His Holiness the Pope of Rome, to claim that his 
consent was necessary to empower the Provincial Legisla- 
ture to dispose of a portion of the public domain, and also 
because the Act is made to depend upon the wiil, and the 
itppivpriat'ion of the grant thereby made as subject to the 



control, of tho s ime authority. And. thiriily, bccaiwe the 
eoilowmout of tlio Society of Jesiis. an alien, secret and 
politico- relief ious body, tho expubion oE which from every 
Christian community wherein it has had a footing has 
been rendered necessary by its intolerant and miachievoua 
intermeddling with the functions of civil government, is 
fraught with danger to the civil and religious liberties of 
the people of Canada. And this Hou^e, therefore, prays 
tliat His Excellency _will be graciously pleased to disallow 
the said Act" 

Such was the famous motion which precipitated an 
able, but somewhat violent, debate in Parliament, and still 
further promoted the sectarian agitation in the country 
generally, it was skilfully worded, and wa^intendei to 
obtain the support of all who believed in limited Provincial 
powers; of all who disliked or dreaded Koman Catholicism ; 
of all who shared in the popular prejudice against the 
Papal spiritual and temporal power, and against the Jesuit 
body. 

Colonel O'Brien delivered a speech which in ability 
and eloquence surprised the House. He gave the lead, 
however, in a direction which was very generally followed 
by his supporters in debate, and endeavoured to hold up 
the Jesuits to ])Opukr execration. He admitted the hard- 
shipj, trials and sutferings they had endured in attempting 
to convert and civilize the Indians of early Canadian days, 
but would admit no good points in their work or history 
in any other country. Reference was made to the glaring 
difierence between this grant of money by Quebec to a 
religious body, and the abolition of the Clergy Reserves 
in Ontario, in order that perfect religious equality might 
prevail. In dealing with the Pope's exercise of his moral 
authority over the parties to the dispute, he quoted from 
a instructions given to Governor Murray in 17(32 : " You. 
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are not to admit of any ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the See 
of Rome," and of those in which Governor Carieton is 
reminded in 1775, " That all appeals to, or correspondence 
with, any foreign ecclesiastical jurisdiction ia absolutely 
forbidden under very severe penalties." The 8ubsei|uent 
relaxation of restrictions was claimed to be simply tolera- 
tion, and not the giving of any legal right. A Jesuit was 
described as "a bein^ abnormal in his (onditiona ; be has 
no family ties, no home nor country. He is subject absu- 
lutely to the will of his auperinr. Such a system, such an 
order, being subject to an irresponsible power, must be 
dangerous, as it always has been dangerous, to every com- 
munity in which it has existed," 

Mr. Rykert followed in a somewhat vigorous defence 
of the Jesuits, by quotations from Macaulay, Parkman, 
and others. Perhaps the most important part of his address 
was the following extract from a letter written by the 
Very Rev. Principal Grant, of Queen's UniverRity, Kings- 
ton r " If the matter was to be settled at all, let us remember 
that the great majority of the people of Quebec are Roman 
Catholics. I do not see what else Mr. Mercier could have 
done than require the sanction of the Pope to 'he bargain. 
It may seem astonishing to Protestants that Roman 
Catholics should acknowledge a man living in Rome as the 
head of their Church. But they do. Protestants must 
accept that fact in the same spirit in which all facts should 
be accepted." The delicate satire of the last sentence or 
two is simply inimitible. Mr. Rykert also referred to the 
Pope's interference in Irish matters, solicited, as it was 
upon more than one occasion, by the British Government, 
and notably, to his denunciation of the Plan of Campaign. 

Mr. Barron went back to the days of Elizabeth, to 
statutes passed regarding foreign potentates and prelates 
at a time when England had been in serious danger from 
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■ the attempted invasion of Pliilip of Spain. He claimed 
' that the Act of Supremacy remained as much a living forcsij 
in the Canada of 1888 as it had been in the England o£l 
1554, and quoted Todd in support of his contention. He ( 
also instanced the Royal instructions to the Uuke of 
Richmond when appointed Governor of the Canadas in 
1818, and in reference to the people of Quebec: " It is a 
toleratiou of the free exerctae of the religion of the Church 
of Rome only, to which they are entitled, but not to the 
powers and privileges of an established Church, . . . 
It is our will and pleasure that all appeals to a correspon- 
dence with any foreign ecclesiastical jurisdiction, of what 
nature or kind soever, be absolutely forbidden under very 
severe penalties," He claimed that the Jesuits' E-statea 
Act was an usurpation of the right to make denominational 
grant,'!, which had never yet been allowed a Province ; and 
strongly denounced the Incorporation of the Jesuits in 
Quebec in ISST. 

Mr. C. C. Colby, of Montreal, afterwards for a short 

time a member of the Government, made an eloquent and 

effective appeal for moderation and toleration. He referred 

L to the many instances of it in Quebec, where for some time 

I the Hon. H. G. Joly de Lotbiniere, a Protestant, had been 

I Premier and the representative of a Catholic constituency ; 

I where the Hon. J. G. Robertson, " a good old orthodox 

Presbyterian," had tor years been Provincial Treasurer 

under the Conservative regimi ; where even at the time 

' of speaking two Provincial Ministers out of seven were 

i Protestants. Not long before, Cardinal Taschereau had 

' presided over a mixed meeting, held for the advancement . 

[ of temperance. And, in concluding, ho expre.ised very i 

. strongly his opinions as a Protestant along lines which will t 

L be interesting to many in the^^e times of unrest : 

" The Roman Catholic Church — I will not speak ai it 
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as a religious body — I look upon from a political starid- 
point as one of the strongest, if not the strongfvst, bulwark 
we have in our country against what I conceive to be the 
most dangerous element abroad in the earth to-day. The 
Roman Catholic Church recognizes the supremacy of 
authority ; it teaches observance to law ; it teaches respect 
for the good order and constituted authorities of society. 
It does that, and there is need of such teaching ; for the 
most dangerous enemy abroad to-day in this land and on 
this continent is a spirit of infidelity ; is a spirit of anarchy 
which has no respect for any institution, human or divine ; 
which seeks to drag down all constituted authorities, 
emperors, kings, presidents, from their seats, the Almighty 
from the throne of the universe, and to lift up the Goddess 
of Reason to the place of highest authority." 

The Hon. Peter Mitchell then spoke briefly, and w^as 
followed by Mr. D' Alton McCarthy. It is impossible to do 
justice here to the able effort of the Equal Rights leader. 
He was forcible, and sometimes, in view of the manifest 
unpopularity of his position so far as the House and its 
members were concerned, became Almost bitter. And it 
would have been impossible to have denounced any body 
of men more strongly than he did the Jesuit organization. 
Mr. McCarthy, in commencing, claimed that he should have 
been allowed the privilege of a reply to some one of the 
Ministers, and evidently did not like the idea of being 
followed by Sir John Thompson without previously know- 
ing the lines of Ministerial defence. He was, however, 
unwilling to let the occasion go by without explaining his 
reason for having to separate himself from **the political 
friends with whom it has been my pride and pleasure to 
act up to this time." He then went into the history of the 
Jesuit claims, and of the limits of religious toleration and 
privilege accorded by the British Government from the 
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days of the cession to the prL*,si;iit time. Lent;thy quota- 
tioiia from various sources were ^ven to show that tinally 

• the estates in ([uestion were surrendernd by the Crown to 
ihe Province for educational purposes ami nothing else. 

But there were other grounds. " I say," declared Mr. 
McCarthy, " that either this Act is nnconstitutional, that it 
is ultra vires of the Province, that it ought to have been 
disallowed upon that ground, because it violates a funda- 
mental principal of this country that alt religions are free 
and equal before the law ; or, if that be not so as a legal 
propof.ition, then, Sir, I cliiim that there should have been 
exercised that judgment, that discretion, that policy, which 

I would at once stamp out, in whatever Province it reared its 
head, the attempt which has been made to establish a kind 
of State Church amongst us." Mr. McCarthy took his seat 
after a speech which those who heard it could not but ad- 
mire, even while many of them disliked the speaker and 
had at every opportunity passionately denounced hie views, 
It was a clear and cutting arraignment of the Government 
and the Opposition alike, and it made him immensely 
popular with the element in the country which had been 
receutly stirred up to boiling point by various religious 
cries. 

Sir John Thompson had a moat difficult duty to per- 
form in bis reply, and that he was brilliantly successful 
from the logical and constitutional standpoint was after- 
wards almost generally admitted. In making his first great 
speech in the House he iiad been obliged to win his way to 
success over aii audience to which his personality was un- 
known and against an antagonist whose place was thought 
too great and secure for successful attack. Upon this second 
occasion he had to face the bitter prejudice which only reli- 
gious difl'erences can arouse, and which is often none the 
less real because tt is concealed beneath a nom.iaB.\ ssVi-^T^-^ 
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and even a favourable speech or vote. He fully recognized 
also, the gulf which it would place for the time being be- 
tween himself and many of the people, by saying in a few 
introductory remarks that he would have to speak ** under 
a sense of the fact that with one large portion of the people 
of Canada nothing that I can say will be satisfactory, and 
that with another, and I hope the greater portion, no de- 
fence of the Government is necessary." But as in the Riel 
question, he did what he thought his duty and no man can 
do more. 

The Minister of Justice began by pointing out in refer- 
ence to Mr. McCarth^-'s charge of unfairness, that it was 
the place of the ministry, and especially of himself, as the 
minister most largely responsible, to hear the charges that 
were to be brought before making a reply. He compli- 
mented the member for Simeoe upon his *' admirable ad- 
dress," and then pointed out that Mr. McCarthy, in a three 
hours* speech, had presented a very learned and complete 
case for the purpose of " proving that the Jesuits of Quebec 
had lost their title to the estates in question — a fact which 
is admitted in the preamble to the Act." He analyzed the 
Treaty of 1763. and sununeil up its provisions and their 
p?lation to the Act of Supivmacy as follows : — ** Obviously 
His Britannic Majesty ^in granting the liberty of the Cath- 
olic religion to the inhabit^^nt^ of Canada^ meant that there 
should W porftvt fn^niom of worship in the newly ceded 
country, subject only to the legislation which might be 
made upon this subject fn>m time to time by the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, certainly not that it was subject 
then to the laws as reganls frinnlom of worship in Great 
Britain ; for let mo remind the House that instead of there 
Wing any such frtHnUnn at that time, the exercise of the 
Roman Catholic religion tluMi amounted to the crime of 
hiorh treason ; and no dissont<^r under the risk of being im- 
prisLynoii, could enter a ci>nvout\o\o or a xa^tiis^-bicraae.'* 
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Sir John tlieu proceeded to summai'ize the corrospon- 
dence between Mr. Mercier and the Pope, and pointed out 
that the latter's intervention really only consisted of a 
mediator'a part b^'tweea two rival claimants who acknow- 
ledged his moral, spiritual and legal authority in any mat- 
ter pertaining to the church, and that his " consent " to 
the Quebec Government retaining the proceeds of the sales 
of disputed property, was merely on behalf of the two otlier 
claimants and subject to a future settlement of the ques- 
tion. And then he hit at Mr. McCarthy's religious refer- 
ences and the abuse of the Jesuits which had been introduced 
into the debate, by a remark regarding "the theological 
questions which my honourable friend from Simcoe and I 
are to join issue on, with a view to the House passing judg- 
ment aa to which is the better theologian forsooth, and as 
to whose advice on the 8u'„jecfc of theology His Excellency 
the Governor- General, aa the supreme theologian, is to take." 
He pointed out as a matter of business in this transaction, 
that the Premier of Quebec had stipulated that before the 
Province should be asked to pay over one dollar of the 
money, it should have a conveyance of all rights and titles, 
legal and moral, to the disputed lands; in the first place 
from the Society of Jesus, in the second place fi'om the 
Pope himself, and in the third place from the Sacred Col- 
lege of the Propaganda and the Roman Catholic Church 
in general. 

Sir John Thompson did not attempt, nor did he desire, 
to defend the manner in which the preamble was drawn 
up, or the loose way in which the co^^e^pondence had been 
carried on, and in which a power seemed to be recognized 
that did not really exist. But he did point out that all 
further claims in this connection were made impossible by 
the terms of the arrangement- And he also declared that 
in the history of the adores uf Canadian Statutes dis.ft.\.W*t«&. 
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f Im M. 'I )m^v \\nint ly, there was not one instance of a pre- 
. If f.!i r«'. !^ h\\) Kmh^ considered a reason for such action. 

\* r.' *1^<^ j*\»pnMnacy of the Queen which Mr. McCarthy 

I,,.. Vrc'i |M>vlrtinuHl "with gravity and force and elo- 

,..»,.*.,». ^\^ U^ soriously undermined by the Act, Sir John 

iKivi ^',\\ " It does not, I submit, place the public money 

.i utjo ^^^^Y^^oo at the disposal of a foreigner ; it sets aside 

V tiiiM s\i luonoy for the extinguishment of a claim upon 

uJii. |.»at»lio j»i't)|)(^rty of Quebec, and then calls upon those 

v\ li..» .4,t\* litipints in regard to it, to abide by the decision 

.iJ i,hou **ihitrator in the matter. . . . In the ordinary 

.•uiji.^>. it (the $400,000) would be paid to one of the 

rJiiiiiuuitH on the property; but as there happen to be two, 

iti i?i jwvid ill the hands, or held subject to the order of, the 

piAib<»ti wlxo has to settle disputes between them." 

Upon the subject of Provincial powers in legislation 
tho Minister of Justice spoke with no uncertain soimd. 
" I way that within the limits of its authority and subject 
ujiily to the power of disallowance, a Provincial Legislature 
LB as absolute as is the Imperial Parliament itself." He 
pointed out that thirty-seven years before — in 1852 — the 
Parliament of Canada had actually incorporated St. Mary's 
College, Montreal, a body of the Jesuits, and that the 
division list on that occasion showed in favour of the action 
29 Protestants and 27 Catholics. He referred to Stoney- 
hurat and other great Jesuit institutions in the England of 
to- day as showing what a dead letter the old religious 
laws of Elizabeth had become, and pointed out that not 
only had the Jesuits been incorporated by the Quebec 
Legislature in 1887, but that the whole body had been 
incorporated by the Dominion Parliament in 1871. 

He claimed that a society of teachers and preach- 
ers is not a church, and that money paid to the Jesuits 
could not, therefore, be the endowment of a Church. And 
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■in coQclusion he declared with emphasis and earnest- 
ness that " whenever we touch thc^ae delicate and difficult 
questions, which are in any way connucted with thf senti- 
ments of religion, or of race, or of education, there are two 
principles which it is ahsolutely neeesaary to maintain, for 
the sake of the living together of the different members of 
this Confederation, for thesake of the preservation of the 
Federal power, for the sake of the good-wiU, and kindly 
charity of aU our people towards each other, and for the 
sake .of the prospects of making a nation, aa we can only 
do by living in harmony and ignoring those differences 
which used to be considered fundamental; these two piinci- 
ples surely must prevail, that as regards theological ques- 
tions the State must have nothing to do with them, and 
that as regards the control which the Federal power can 
exercise over Provincial Legislatures- in matters touching 
the freedom of its people, the religion of its people, the 
appropriations of its people, or the sentiments of its people, 
no section of this country, whether it be the great Province 
of Quebec or the humblest and smallest Province of this 
country, can be governed according to the fashion of 300 
years ago." 

Mr. Alex. McNeill, the Hon. David Mills. Mr. Charlton, 
Mr. Mulock, Mr, Scriver, the Hon. Mr. Laurier, Sir John 
A. Macdonald, and Sir Richard Cartwright followed, and 
upon a division, the attitude of the Government as well as 
the view taken by the Minister of Justice, was endorsed 
by a non-partisan vote of 188 to 13. The speech of Sir 
John Thompson had been a magniflcant success. At its 
close Mr. Edward Blake crossed the floor of the House, and 
amidst general applause congratulated him upon what 



had undoubtedly been his greatest effort in Parliament. fl 

kAa an argument of sustained power, delivered by a brilliant I 

lawyer with all the " cold neuti'ality " of an \.^a.■^TO^Ks^."■yl-•!l^£l> m 
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it will remain a monument of oratorical and legal ability. 
From a party standpoint there was perhaps one blemish 
upon its success. A defence of the Jesuits was hardly 
required from the Minister of Justice, and no matter how 
strongly he might have felt, as was undoubtedly the case, 
that they were grossly misrepresented, it was unnecessary 
and under the stormy circumstances of the moment, worse 
than useless, for him to try and change the popular preju- 
dice of Ontario and other Provinces. 

But none the less was the action admirable, and it can 
only be properly appreciated by the supposition that at 
some critical moment in the future political development 
of Quebec, a Protestant member of the Government there 
should feel it his duty at whatever risk to his personal 
popularity, to defend some branch of his church from a 
long sustained and powerful attack made on historic 
grounds. The Toronto Mail, of course, denounced the 
Minister of Justice and his speech with great vigour*; the 
Olcbe declared it to be "a combination of masterpieces. 
. . . In part a masterpiece of reasoning, in part a mas- 
terpiece of casuistry, and on the whole a masterpiece of 
audacity." Sir John Thompfon was in fact singled out 
for most of the attacks which marked the ensuing Equal 
Bights campaign. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



Equal Rights, the Fisheries and the French 
Language. 



The phenomenal majority given by Parliament to the 
Government in coDoection with the Jesuits' Estates ques- 
tion, proved to have by no means silenced the agitation. 
Both political parties had hoped it would have that result, 
and both were sincerely anxious to get rid of the question 
before the general elections should loom upon the horizon. 
But religious sentiment had been aroused ; racial prejudices 
had been stirred up ; and just aa it had been impossible to 
control the storm in Quebec over the execution of Louis 
Riel, so now it was found impossible to check the anti- 
Jesuit agitation in Ontario until it had run its course, 

On the very day that Colonel O'Brien's resolution was 
proposed in the House of Commons, a mass meeting had been 
held in the Pavilion at Toronto, with Mr. W. H. Rowland 
as Chairman. The Jesuits' Estates Act was condemned in 
no measured languixge, and the speeches of men like Rev, 
D. J. Macdonell, Mr. J. J. McLaren, Q.C., Principal Caven, 
and others, were fervent and denunciatory. The lost 
motion was proposed by Mr. J. L. Hughes, and appointed 
a Committee to extend the movement throughout the 
Dominion against all who ha^ supported or condoned the 
legislation in question. This was the beginning of the 
Equal Rights Association of a few month.? later. On April 
22nd another large meeting was held in the (jranite Rink 
in Toronto, and resolutions of approval and congratulation 
were tendered to the " noble thirteen," who had, aa the 
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phrase of the moment put it, stood up for civil and religious 
liberty, for the people against the politicians, for true 
British liberty, and against any union of Church and 
State, Mr. McCarthy delivei'ed the principal address »nd 
accused the iWinister of Justice of having adroitly mixed up 
the divisions of the question so as to create confusion in the 
minds of the people. " He had been perfectly amazed at 
the speech of the Minister of Justice. He had heai-d 
speeches in which the hairs were split very freely, but he 
had never heard any arguments more specious, misleading, 
and. at the same time, so captivating, aa those used by the 
Minister of Justice." 

In accordance with an address issued by the Citizen's 
Committee to the people of Ontario and an approving 
resolution passed at this meeting, a Provincial Convention 
was held in Toronto on June 11th and 12th. It was largely 
attended and very enthusiastic. The Equal Rights Asso- 
ciation was duly organized, with influential officers, and 
with Mr. McCarthy as the Parliamentary leader and the 
real chief. Meanwhile action had been taken in Montreal 
by Mr. Hugh Gruham, who petitioned the Governor- 
General to refer to the Supreme Court of Canada for hear- 
ing and consideration an inquiry as to the constitution- 
ality of the Incorporation Act and the Jesuits' Estates Act. 
This was sent to the Minister of Justice for advice, and 
eventually the request was refused. A most able State 
paper was published in August, giving Sir John Thomp- 
son's reasons for recommending His Excellency not to grant 
the appeal. It was an exhaustive document, both in its 
wealth of legal learning and in the number of precedents 



His reasons were apparently very strong, and may 1 
concisely summarized : 

X The petitioner was duly represented in the legisL 
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ture by which these enactments were adopted, and his 
representatives there seem to have concurred in the adop- 
tion of both these statutes almost with unanimity. 

II. He had the right of petition and remonstrance 
against the adoption of both these enactments, but does 
not appear to have used it. 

III. Ample opportunity was afforded for such pro- 
tests or petitions as are now being made, before the Lient,- 
Governorof Quebec was informed that the Acts respectively 
would be left to their operation. There was an interval of 
several months which was not taken advantage of in any 
way, and Mr. Graham's petition was not presented until by 
lapse of time in the case of the Incorporation Act, as well 
as by the obligations of public faith and honour in regard 
to both of them, it had ceased to be in the Governor- 
General's power to interfere with their operation. 

IV. The petitioner still possessed the opportunity of 
calling the attention of his Provincial Government to the 
desirability that the statutes referred to should not be 
acted upon by the transfer of the public money and pro- 
perty being completed. 

V. The petitioner also possessed the right to call 
upon the Attorney- General of his Province to take legal 
proceedings, in accordance with the law of Quebec, to test 
the validity of the Act of Incorporation. " If that Act 
should be decided to be invalid and unconstitutional, there 
can be little doubt that the second Act will be nugatory, 
as the grant of money and land which the second Act 
authorizes is, by its terms, to be made to the corporation, 
established by the Incorporation Act." 

Here was an opening for action pointed out with 
distinctness by the Minister of Justice himself. Had Mr. 
Graham and his friends taken the course indicated, it 
would have been a turning of the tables indeed u^on M.i:, 
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Mofoiw w^i hte M » istry, but the idea was not followed 
up. Th<^ \>)\ioot \>f Uw many of the Equal Rights advocates 
in K>th lV>vim^^ soorned from the beginning to be the 
oml>nmsVW\out of tlio Dominion Government, and not the 
jjfouwino pxu'^^uit of equal laws and equal privileges as 
Ix^twoon wot* and race, religion and religion. Later on in 
Ont«ri\\ iw* Mr. McCarthy has so bitterly complained, this 
wiiR induNitiHl by the partisan conduct of Mr. Charlton and 
rnnoij^al I'hvou in the Local elections of 1890. Sir John 
Thoiu^>p»on sum 111(3(1 up his advice to the Governor-General 
in tho fx^llowiiig words : 

" Till* Acts referred to in the petition relate only to 
iht^ Vr\>vinoo of Quebec. They do not conflict in any 
d^rr^o with the powers of the Parliament of Canada, or 
V^ ith thr rights and powers of Your Excellency. They do 
hot ot>ncorn in any way Your Excellency's officers, and they 
tJv> not ailVct the revenue or property of Canada or any 
iuh»nH4t of the Dominion. They should, therefore, in the 
opinion of the undersigned, be left to the responsibility of 
those whom the Constitution has entrusted with the power 
to p«vHH such enactments." 

Priivious to the publication of this Report, though 
«oin(j time after its submission to the Governor-General -in 
Council, His Excellency had received, on August 2nd, a 
tleputation at Quebec, which presented an Ontario petition 
160 yards long, and containing 156,000 signatures ; another 
nigned by the members of the recent Equal Rights Conven- 
tion to the number of 860 ; and one from Montreal and the 
Province of Quebec bearing some 9,000 names. The peti- 
tioners asked for the disallowance of the Jesuits* Estates 
Act. Principal Caven was the chief speaker for the deputa- 
tion, and the reply of Lord Stanley of Preston was listened 
to with deep interest and attention. As the Liberal jour- 
uals/ throughout the country claimed in the discussion 
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which ensued, that the Governor-General spoke practically 
from a brief handed him by the Minister of Justice, it is 
important to note how aubstantially his views really did 
harmonize with those of Sir John Thompson. 

He declared that in his opinion the introduction of the 
Pope's name in this case had not in any way weakened or 
assailed the Queen's authority. He spoke from his pereonal 
experience aa a one-time Secretary o£ the Treasury in 
England, regarding the frequency with which a moral 
claim is recognized when no legal one exists. He declared 
as a matter which bad been carefully investigated, that in 
this nineteenth century, the Society of Jeaua were not less 
law-abiding and loyal citizens than were the majority of 
people. He pointed out how utterly unconstitutional it 
would be for the Governor-General to disallow a bill in 
face of his Minister's advice, and in the teeth of a large 
Parliamentary majority. Such were the conclusions pre- 
sented by the Governor- Genera I, and endorsing the position 
assumed by his Minister of Justice. The delegates had 
nothing to say at the moment in reply to His Excellency's 
refusal to interfere, but later on they met and formally 
protested, urging at the same time that a more vigorous 
lagitation and organization for the promotion of Etiual 
Kights should now be pushed forward to a successful issue 
Some time after this occurrence, in February, 1SE)I, 
Mr. (now Sir) Mackenzie Bowell was addressing an audi- 
ence at Madoc, Ontario, and stated that prior to arriving 
at a decision " Lord Stanley had telegraphed to the 
Imperial Government, and asked the law officers of the 
Crown whether the Act was within the power of the 
Province of Quebec to pass it. and three days later the 
answer came that it was strictly within the purview of 
the Legislature of Quebec, and further, that thei'e was no 
necessity to refer it, as the petition. wlivAi \\aA. Vr.'sbv 
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received HUggested, to the Jndicial Committee of the 
Privy Council." This particular step was therefore not 
advised by Sir John Thompson, but it is very probable 
that Lord Stanley was more or less influenced in hia 
general conclusions by the clear and forceful reasoning of 
hia Minister. There is absolutely no ground, however, for 
believing that the latter actually prepared the reply which 
was given to the Equal Rights deputation. 

Shortly after this, the Protestant Committee of the 
Quebec Council of Public lo.'itruct ion— 25 th September — 
passed a resolution accepting in the name of the Protea- 
tanta of the Province the public trust imposed upon them 
to distribute the $(50,000 given under the terms of the 
Jesuits' Estates Act. Certain conditions were made to 
which, however. Mr. Mercier, as Premier, agreed without 
hesitation, and on the .5th of November, the closing scene 
in a memorable drama took place in the City of Quebec. 
Here, amid a large gathering of the Provincial Ministers, 
the Roman Catholic clergy and sundry Protestant repre- 
sentatives, the $400,000 was paid over in the manner 
decided upon. A check for $160,000 was handed to the 
Jesuits; SiO.OOO went to Laval University; ami the rest 
was distributed in sums of ten and twenty thousand 
amongst the different dioceaea. In accepting the check on 
behalf of the Jesuit Order, the Rev. Father Turgeon, S, J., 
made a rather interosting remark: "I also thank Mr, 
Mercier as a Canadian. Thanks to God first, then to him 
and the Legislature, we are now recognized as citizens. 
Id becoming a Jesuii I still remained a Canadian. Ancient 
Rome, I must say, conferred the title of citizenship for less 
than has been done by our fathers. Our Order has glorious 
pages in the history of this country. Our fathers have 
shed their blood for the country, and they surely deserve 
the name of Caoadiaas." 




The Karl oi- Rosebbkt, K. 0,, 
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Meantime the Equal Rights party had not heen idle 
in Ontario. On the 1 0th of October a inasa-meeting had 
been held in Toronto, and the Report of the deputation to 
Loi-d Stanley of Preston, received. Principal Caven and 
Mr. McCarthy were the chief speakers. The spirit of the 
audience waa pretty well ahown in the hia^es which upon 
one occasion greeted the name of Sir John Thompson. 
Mr. McCarthy declared himself against the teaching of 
French in the Ontario public schools ; against the exten- 
sion of the Separate School system through privileged 
legislation; against an official dual language system in 
Manitoba and the North- West. A few months later, on 
April 30th, 1890, the Jesuits' Estates matter came up once 
more before the House of Coramona, upon a motion by Mr. 
Charlton, claiming that the question of the constitutionality 
of the Act should have been submitted to the Supreme 
Court of Canada. Sir John I'hompson spoke in defence ol' 
the Government's course, and of the ground taken by the 
Governor-General. 

Referring to an appeal made afterwards by certain 
representatives of the religious minority in Quebec, claim- 
ing the Act to have been an invasion of their rights, the 
Minister of Justice said : 

" The petitioners presented their appeal and it having 
been referred to myself, I recommended that a day should 
be appointed on which the appeal should be heard; and it 
is quite possible that if the claimants had established any- 
thing like a case for the interference of the Governor-in- 
Council on the ground that the rights of the Protestant 
minority in Quebec had been infringeil, a reference of the 
question as to whether it was an infringement or not might 
have been itade to L,ie Supreme Court of Canada, Bat 
before the day came the appdlanta withdrew the appeaU 
and they did it on account of the ?Aa.\;eia.etAi "wiwA.'b Ns^ "^Jos* " 
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Premier of Quebec that the redi'o.ss tliey desired woiild be 
given without any appeal heing made." 

It will thus he seen that on the hroad question ot the 
constitutionality of the Act neither the Government nor 
the Governor-General, nor Sir Richard Webster and Sir 
Edward Clarke, the Imperial law offieera, would advise or 
permit an appeal ; but upon any direct claim of injury done 
to a minority, they werB at least willing to consider the 
question in all seriousness. In speaking of the charges of 
religious bias made against himself, Sir John Thompson 
took the opportunity to say : " I am very far from finding 
fault with those who, rightly or wrongly, were under the 
impression that I was swayed by my own private opinions 
in tendering the advice which His Excellency had acted 
upon. While 1 feel that that impression was unjust to me, 
I was only too glad when His Excellency was disposed to 
receive the deputation and to give them his answer upon 
the question." 

• The course of asking the Colonial Office to obtain the 

opinion of the Crown Law Officers was declared to have 
been His Excellency's own action "not by our advice and 
not by our request," though " we accept to the fullest ex- 
tent the constitutional responsibility for such action," This? 
debate terminated the question so far as Parliament was 
concerned. The Equal Rights Association flourished until 
the disputes connected with the Local elections of 1891) in 

POntaiio practically destroyed its influence. Speaking in 
Toronto on June 2iid of that year, Mr. McCarthy vigor- 
ously denounced Mr. Charlton, M.P., for not supporting the 
[i^qual Rights candidates against the Mowat Government, 
and declared that he and others simply aided the niove- 
.uient for religious equality so far as it might injure the 

K*"Ifominion Government. And the absence of Principal 
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the Provincial Protestant Association rose from the wreck 
of the previous organization. 

During the three years following the eiections of 1887, 
many other important matters had been dealt with by the 
Minister of Justice, besides the much too prominent Jesuits' 
Estates question. One of these was the disallowance of the 
Montreal District Magistrates' Bill, passed by the Provin- 
cial Legislature under Mr. Mercier's auspices. This measure 
abolished the Circuit branch of the Quebec Supreme Court 
and vested its powers in two Judges clothed with a simitar 
jurisdiction " for hearing and deciding' civil matters as that 
exercised by the said Circuit Court of the District of Mon- 
treal." As the British North America Act gives the right 
of appointing Superior Court Judges to the Dominioa Gov- 
ernment, Sir John Thompson regarded this bill as a distinct 
attempt to take from the Dominion Parliament one of its 
constitutional prerogatives, by simply changing the name 
of the Court, and the designation of the Judge. Hence he 
recommended its disallowance. 

Incidentally this action was the cause of his first 
speech in Montreal. It was in Sept., 1888, during the by- 
election in which Mr. Lepine and Mr. Poirier were the can- 
didates for the vacancy caused by Mr. Coursol's death. The 
charge was freely made that the Minister of Justice in con- 
nection with thia disallowance had been actnated by hosti- 
'ity to the French-Canadian people. And this at a time 
when he was suffering unmeasured abuse in certain other 
quarters for alleged subservience to their interests and reli- 
gious fientimente ! 

Sir John Thompson went dovm to the commercial 
metropolis in order to support Mr. Lepine and defend the 
Government and himself. The old Bonaecoors' market hail 
was filled to the doors by a mixed multitude of mfcn. The 
Minister of Justice spoke in a low, measured voice and wns. 



1^ 



i 



150 



LIFE AND WUBK OF 



listened to with marked attention. He explained the 
nature of the bill, and the reasons for di.-allowing it, con- 
cluding with a vigorous appeal for unity of race and creed. 
" We ask you," he said, " to stand hy the old principles 
that Montreal has stood by ao long — the National Policy. 
We aak you, above aJl, workinf;men, English, Scotch, Irish 
and French- Canadian, to stand by your country which is 
threatened by the appeals made on behalf of sectarianism 
aui race. VVhen any man tells you that injustice can or 
will be attempted in this country against a French-speak- 
ing Roman Catholic Province, you can laugh in his face 
and tell him you are not a fooL" The Conservative candi- 
date was afterwards elected by a large majority. 

On the 26th of February, 1889, the Fisheries' question 
again came up in Parliaraent. Mr. I^urier moved a reso- 
lution expressing regret at the present diHerences with the 
United States and urging that steps should be taken for 
their adjustment ; and for the securing of unrestricted 
freedom in trade relations between the two countries ; 
direct representation at Washington ; and the renewal of 
the -modtts vivendi. The debate proceeded for some days 
and on March l.'.t Sir John Thompson rose to speak. As 
illustrating the fairness of the Government and its desire 
for the maintenance of friendly relations, he pointed out 
that on the abrogation of the Washington Treaty by the 
United States, the Canadian Government had offered to 
extend the operation of the Fisheries' clause until the close 
of the season. When the Opposition press urged that the 
United States would not jiccept this oHer for fear of claims 
to future indemnity, the Government had asked Great 
Britain to inform the United States that it would give the 
use of the fishei-ies without stint or price. " Now the cry 
is that we folded our hands and did nothing." 

The Minister of Justice then went on to say that " the 
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one supreme difficulty which the neffotiatora had to meet 
with in WaahingtoQ last year, was the conviction which 
has gained ground in the United States, tiiat we were 
perishing for reciprocity, and were raising the Fisheries' 
question in order to obtain reciprocity." He stated that the 
proposal made to the American Government was to con- 
sider the whole question of the fisheries, and in order to 
get a broad and liberal settlement of the question, " we 
throw open the fishing grounds as well as commercial 
privileges to the American fishermen for the remainder of 
18S5, on the assurance of the President of the United 
States, that he would recommend to Congess that a Com- 
mission be appointed to consider the fishery interests of 
the two countries." After six months enjoyment of the 
Canadian iisheries, together with the right of obtaining 
supplies, transhipment, etc., the President sent his Message 
to Congress, and the Senate replied by passing a resolution 
that such a Commiaaion was not worthy of receiving a 
vote from Congress for its expenses ! And only seventeen 
members voted against the motion. 

When, owing to the vigour with which Canada pro- 
tected its interests during the following period, a Treaty 
was eventually negotiated (as previously described), another 
modibs Vivendi was offered and accepted. The Senate 
received the courteous and generous offer of Canada by 
throwing the Treaty out, and thus once more disarranging 
the entire relations of the two countries. " Yet we are 
told that we have made no concessions to these people, and 
that every fault in the whole negotiations of the last 
twenty years has been with ua" In referring to the Pre- 
sident's Retaliation Message, which followed the Senate's 
rejection of the proposed arrangement, Sir John Thompson 
declared emphatically that " while no one would regret the 
enforcement of an Act of Retaliation by either of the two 
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couiilries more strongly than I would, or apprehend more 
seriously the consequences than I would; if any such danger 
and difficulty should come, the Canadian Government 
would be able to leave its record to the judgment of any 
man of fairness, honesty and probity." And since then, 
owiug to t!ie wise, yet strong, administration of the Oana- 
dian fisheries, there has been no serious trouble with the 
American Government, and matters have adjusted them- 
selves satisfactorily to the general terms of the Treaty of 
1818. Such difficulties as have arisen were upon the 
Pacific Ocean and not on the coasts of the Atlantia 

In the following Hession of 1890, a question which 
had heen intermittently discussed for some months past 
was brought before Parliament. The dual language system 
in the North-West Provinces was one of those issues which 
must always have a rare charm for the a^tator. It 
involved a stirring up of race sentiment and the revival of 
many of those old prejudices, and even animosities, which 
help BO greatly in the agitation of any specific question 
amongst the people of a mixed community. And 
whatever else may be said regarding the debates in 
the House of Commons during the period in which Sir 
John Thompson's influence was felt within its walls, no 
charge can be made that they lacked interest. The Riel 
debate pi"oduced a score of eloquent speeches covering the 
whole ground of international law, and of experience in 
the punishment of rebels and the treatment and trial of 
political prisoners. The Jesuits' Estates agitation in the 
same way had been the cause of much oratory of a high 
rank and was conspicuous for research into the older 
history of Canada and into the constitutional powers once 
vested in the French King, then transferred to the mon- 
archy of Britain, and now held in the main by the 
Government of Canada or the Executive of its Provinces. 
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As studies in history, in constitutional law, and in 
the duties owed to one another by partners in a Federal 
compact, these debates may have been illustrative of tht 
fact that good does sometimes come out of evil. Perhaps it 
would be more correct to say however that the evil which 
might have come out of the agitations in question, was to 
a considerable extent averted by judicious action on the 
part of men who were Canadians first, Provincialiats 
second. And the discussion of the questions introduced 
into the Dual Language debate of 1890, was not less 
interesting and valuable in this educational sense than 
were the others which had been dealt with. The question 
in itself was an inevitable product of the race and religion 
cry which had been commenced by the admirers of Louis 
Riel, promoted by the assaults upon the Jesuits' Estates 
legislation, continued in the French language discussion and 
- terminated, it may be hoped, in the Manitoba Schools' case. 
As had been forahadowed by speeches during the 
Equal Rights agitation, it was Mr. McCarthy who moved 
in the matter. On the 22nd of January, 1890, amidst 
considerable excitement in political circles, he introduced 
his measure for an amendment of the North-West Terri- 
tories Act, abolishing the official dual language system in 
that portion of the Dominion. His speech was afterwards 
the subject of very wide comment, and without at present 
going into the reasons for the denunciation of its terms, 
may very fairly be described sa unwise, though clever and 
forcible in argument. The preamble to the bill made it in 
any case an impossibility : " It is expedient in the interest 
of the national unity of the Dominion that there should be 
community of language among the people of Canada, and 
that the enactment in the North-West Territories Act 
allowing the use of the French language should be expunged 
therefrom." 
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It had the effect of mixing up the question of an . 
official French language in the Parliament of Canada and 
in the Province of Quebec with its use in the distant terri- 
tories of the North-West, where compuratively few French 
Canadians were to be found, and where very little real 
importance could be attached to the question as a purely 
local matter. But, under existing circumstances, to urge its 
abolition there as a precedent for the future at Ottawa 
itself, was to arouse all the inilanimable French sentiment 
in Parliament and to make the case afaaolutidy hopeless 
fi-om the first. Mr. McCarthy, iu his Etddress, gave a 
history of the Act which permitted the English or French 
language to be used in the debates of the Council or Legis- 
lative Assembly of the North- West Territories or in the 
Courts, and which rendered compulsory the printing of its 
records, journals and ordinances iu both languages. He 
quoted many writers upon the necessity of one language in 
the building up of a common and united nationality ; 
denounced the racial and religious) difficulties of Canada as 
primarily due to the differences in language ; pointed to 
Germany, Russia and France as countries whose greatness 
and unity depended upon their peoples speaking the same 
tongue in private and public life ; and concluded by 
announcing that " My desire is to further and promote the 
welfare of this great Dominion, advance its national life 
and have a language common to all." Whatever his bare 
proposal might have done if submitted without a preamble 
or speech of this nature, it is hardly surprising that such 
remarks — made by a member whom the French Canadians 
were beginning to look at in a way not unlike that with 
which Ontario Orangemen regarded Mr. Mercier — should 
have aroused all their susceptible and sentimental regard 
for the language of their ancestors. The speeches at once 
became fierce in denunciation of the proposal and of its 
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Sir Hector Lan^evin Jcnounced it as a lievalopment 
of the fiinaticisiit sliovrn io the Equal Rights movument. 
Speaking; oi thi! Fr;na!i settiurs in the Nofbh-We>jt, he 
declared that " Providence put them into this world, and 
they eaine here with French blood, and when they could 
speak they spoke the French language. They went there 
from the other Provinces knowing that the subjects of Her 
Moat Gracious Majesty the Queen had the riffht unuui- the 
Iftwa of the empire to speak their language provided they 
did not speak treason." It could not be a matter of 
expense with Mr. McUarthy. During thirteen years the 
cost of public printing in the Territories by reason of this 
dual language system had only been increased by St, 000. 
" He wants to tyrannize over the French Canadians of this 
country. He does not like them. He hates them and has 
hated them from the time he came into Parliament." Sir 
Hector took the tine which was followed by nearly all thu 
speakers from ail parts of the Dominion, and dealt with 
the proposal a^i an attack upon the language, and upon the 
French Canadians' freedom of speech. " Just now," he 
declared, " the French members of the House will stand as 
one man against Mr. McCarthy. It is not a matter of 
politics, but the question of the preservation of their race 
and nationality. The French are loyal to the British 
Crown, but at the same time they will not abandon their 
language and religion without a struggle." 

The Hon. David Mills referred to the preamble to the 
bill, and the speech of the mover, as enunciating a principle 
Far more important than the measure itself, Mr. McCarthy 
had in fact " laid down the principle that there could only 
be a Canadian nationality by having one language." He 
had spoken as though it were an offence for any of Her 
Majesty "s subjects to speak the French language. But. said 
Mr. Mills, " I have never sei'u an oath of allegiaiwia -wtwiA. 
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required the subject to speak only En{»lish. The British 
subject nifiy talk Italian in Malta. French in Quebec, Hindu 
at Calcutta, and Chinese at tiun^-Kong, and ao long as he 
does not speak treason will not sacrifice any of his rights 
as a British subject." He pointed out that the dual lan- 
guage system was in operation in Cape Colony, and Mauri- 
tius, as well as in other places within the Empire. He con- 
cluded by referring to a very similar attempt made early 
in the century by the King of the Netherlands, which 
resulted in the disruption of his kingdom and the estab- 
lishment of the separate states o£ Holland and Belgium. 

Mr. Laurier, who in 1877 had beocme leader of the 
Opposition in succession to Mr. Blake, illustrated in his 
speech the mistake which had been made in confusing the 
issue : ■' If it (the North-West Bill) were not to be followed 
by any other ; if it were to remain, as it is here, simply the 
abolition of the French language in the North-West Terri- 
tories ; I would be tempted to say. let the measure pass." 
And then he quoted from a speech by Mr. McCarthy in 
which he declared that " we must buckle on our armour 
and make the French -Canadians British." He went on to 
speak of the high attributes and qualities of the people of 
Quebec in characteristically beautiful language : " There is 
not under the sun to-day a more honest, moral and intellec- 
tual race. If the honorable gentleman would come to 
Lower Canada it would be my pridu to take him through 
one of those ancient parishes and show him a population 
to which, prejudiced as he is, he could not but apply the 
woi'ds of the poet : — 

■ Moil wlit>a<! lives glide on like riven 
Watering the woodloiid, 
Darkened by shadowa uf eartli, 
Aad I'efleutiiig the image of heavea.' 

Let, therefore, the two races stand together, each with its 
oim charactBriBtlca, and yet united in & comvaoii objiect." 
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Sir John Macdonald in his remarks voiced the principle. 
Wot moderation — tlie brue basis of union. " We liave a c 
ietitution now under which every British subject is i 
' condition of absolute and perfect equality — having th^* 
same rights of langmige, of religion, ol' property and of 
person — ^the same right is extended to every race. There 

^i8 no conquered race in this country ; we are all British 
subjects, and those who are not English are none the less 
British on that account." He denounced Mr. Laurier. for 
having tried to make political capital out of the measure, 
and suggested that Mr. McCarthy had commenced at the 
wrong end. " If the butcher goes to kill an ox, he strikes 
him on the head ; he does not cut a little piece off the tail." 
Mr. McCarthy should have commenced his agitation in 
Quebec. His measure was " like the sting of a gnat ; 
I merely a source of irritation." Sir John announced him- 
Kaelf in favour of leaving the matter to the decision of the 
^Territorial Assembly. 

Mr. Chaplean delivered an eloquent and fervent speech. 

He referred to the fact that General Murray, the first 

English Governor of Quebec, had used the French language 

in all his dealings with the King's new subjects " I take 

it for granted," declared the speaker, " that the quality of 

British citizenship is not incompatible with a foreign 

r origin ; that a British subject may be of French origin and 

f a Koman Catholic," He spoke of the use of French in the 

Windward Islands, in Mauritius, and in the Seychelles, 

He referred to the teaching of Welsh in Wales ; of Gaelic 

in Scotland ; and of various native languages in the schools 

f of India. So in the Austrian Empire, where a number of 

I different languages were taught in the schools, and where 

■ the Fundamental Law, promulgated in 1867, declares that 

"all the races of the Empire are on a footing of equality, 

[ and each one of the nations severally Kaa*."t\'^*i.'0Mii«'<5B.'a 
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inviolability of its nationality and its language shall be 
secured." He quoted Montesquieu to the uffeet that men 
are governed loss by terror than by love and coutidence. 
" If abidhite perfection in matter of Government ik a niyth, 
it is a fiict that the best is the Government which adapts 
itself most clowely to the climato, to the character, the 
usages, the habits, the prejudices even, of the country." 

Late in the debate, Sir John Thompson rose to speak, 
and to put into shape the policy of the Government. 
Amendments to Mr. McCarthy's motion had been proposed 
by Mr. Bechard and Mr. Davin, hut neither were considered 
satisfactory. What the Minister of Justice had to say 
was very little, but what he suggested in the form of an 
amendment was very effective. He pointed out how little 
real importance there was in the mere enactment covering 
an optional riffht to the use of either French or English. 
" I have seen that right conceded frequently in the Legisla- 
ture of my own Province where there is no legislative 
guarantee on the subject, and the man who would object 
to the Acadian of Nova-Scotia speaking his own tongue in 
the Legislature of his own Province would be laughed to 
scorn, as unworthy to sit in that Assembly." 

But he strongly urged the importance of the laws 
being published in both languages, where it might be 
desired in the interest of a minority ; and the necessity of 
permissive legislation concerning the use of either language 
in the local Law Courts. He announced his intention to 
propose, therefore, that the regulations as to publishing the 
ordinances in both languages and permitting the use of 
English or French in the courts, should be left intact, but 
that the records, the journals and the debates of the 
Assembly should be referred to the control of the next 
duly elected Territorial Assembly. His amendment read 
as follows, and was carried by a vote of 117 to 63: — 
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"That this House, having regard for the long con- 
' tinued use of the French language in old Canada and to 
the covenants on that subject embodied in the British 
North America Act, cannot agree in the declarations con- 
tained in the said Bill as a basis thereof, namely, that it is 
expedient ia the interest of the national unity of the 
Dominion that there should be nnity of language amongst 
the people of Canada. That, on the contrary, this House 
declares its adhesion to the said covenant, aud its deter- 
mination to resist any attempt to impair the same. That 
at the same time this House deems it expedient and proper, 
and not inconsistent with the covenants, that the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of the North- West Territories should receive 
from the Parliament of Canada power to regulate the 
proceedings of the Assembly and the manner of recording 
and publishing audi proceedings." 

This settled for a time a question vfhich in itself was 
insignificant, but in its environment was exceedingly . 
unpleasant and disastrous to the good feeling which ought 
to exist amongst all races and creeds within the Dom 
of Canada. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



The Elections of 1891. 



The conflict at the polls which commenced by the 
dissolution of Parliament on the 4th o£ February, 1891, was 
in many respects the most momentous in the history of 
Canada. In 1874f a general election had overthrown a 
Government charged with corruption, and, whether right 
or wrong in this particular application of the principle, had 
clearly demonstrated that Canadians will not endure even 
a suspicion of dishonesty in their rulers. In iS78 protec- 
tion to national industries had been proclaimed emphati- 
cally as the national policy of the country, and in 1882, 
amid the fair weather oE good times and abounding pros- 
perity that policy had been confirmed and strengthened. 
In 1887 a dangerous racial and religious agitation in Que- 
bec had been rendered almost harmless by the patriotism 
of its people in rallying to the support of a Government 
which, whatever its faults, had acted in the beat interests 
of the Dominion by allowing the law to take its course in 
the ca.se of Louis RieL 

But four years later a new question had arisen and 
one which involved a clear and distinct issue to all who 
would honestly read the signs of the times. Leaving to 
one side all partisan cries and strictly partisan statements ; 
accepting as a fact the loyalty of the great mass of the peo- 
ple in both parties; waiving ^ireaent consideration of the 
utterances of men like Wiman and Farrer : it yet seems 
perfectly plain that the country had to consider during 
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that campaign the principles of British unity, Eritisli 
commerce, and British eyiiipathy, as against Coutinetital 
unity, Continental trail e, and Continental Kympathy. 
There were side issuea, of which the cry for Equal Rights 
was by no means the least, but this question of the 
British Empire versus "the Continent to which we belong," 
was the dominant and absorbing matter submitted to the 
consideration and decision of the people. 

In stating this fa£t there is no intention of charging 
any one, whether leader. or follower, with annexationist 
Hentimenta or with persoual disloyalty. But in dealing 
with the prineiples which daring this important contest, 
Sir John A. Macdonald defended with such vigour as to 
fatally uudermine hia health; which Sir Charles Tupper 
came from England to help in supporting ; which Sir John 
Thompson aided by many a speech and with all the force 
of his clear and logical eloquence ; whieli other Conserva- 
tive leaders joined in urging with a passionate earnestness 
unusual in Canadian politics, it must he made clear that 
there really was some great underlying element of serious 
import. 

Apart, therefore, from specitic uttei-ances and party 
charges, the great iasue lay in the tendencies of the two 
policies. Everyone knows that a new country, like a 
young man, should have some high ideal, some great amLi- 
' tion, some future hope which constitutes in itself a living 
principle of conduct and a substantial basis for present 
action. During the dozen years in which it had held 
power, the Conservative party, with all its sins of omission 
and commission — and no public organization is devoid of 
them — had evolved anl plact'd before tiie people some such 
principle and plan of national development. It was in this 
that Sir John Macdotiald had shown his supreme etates- 
manahip. Without the sentiment which aiu:'ci5.\isiA& "^t 
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ideal of Ctmailii fnr Uanadiana within the British Empire, 
the National Policy would have beeh a mere Hscal experi- 
ment, lasting as long as the good times continued, but 
blown away like chaff before the first storm of depression 
or financial difficulty. 

But when the people clearly recogrdzed that the whole 
tendency of this new policy was to build up the resources 
of Canada, by the development of trade, inter-communica- 
tion, and investment within the Empire : when they heard 
and accepted the claim that it was none the less British for 
being Canadian : that it was safe from the charge of 
dependence on either Great Britain or the United States: 
and that it combined national sentiment and pi'ogresa with 
a distinct tendency towards closer Imperial connection in 
the future; the natural effect was a strengthening of the 
protective system by the support of a large element of the 
people who considered loyalty of the first importance in 
conducting the affairs of our rising nationality. 

On the other side of the political fence there had been, 
however, for several years, as Sir John Thompson pointed 
out in several of his more important speeches, a tendency to 
deprecate sentiment in the conduct of public affairs : to 
denounce loyalty as unimportant, or, at the best, of second- 
ary importance : to place alleged material interests first, 
and national ideals and aspirations second. And as the 
campaign developed, this distinction between the parties 
came out even more plainly. The Commercial Union 
advocacy of the Torontc Globe and Mail in previous years ; 
the unfortunate speeches of Mr. Laurier and Sir Richard 
Cartwright in Boston ; the mixing up of the party papers 
and leaders with the annexationist ideas of Messrs. Wiman, 
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roombioed to add strength and inspiration to Sir John 
I Macdonald's fanioua Manifesto and to his equally vigorous 
■ denunciation of the alleged disloyalty of the Liberal 
I leaders. 

On February 4tb, the Government gave to the press a 
I despatch which had been sent by the Governor-General to 
I the Colonial Secretary, on Dec. ISth, 1 890, outlining the 
1 terms of certain negotiations into which hia ministers 
Idesired to enter with the United States' Government, 
It was proposed that a Joint Commission should be formed 
similar to that of 1871, and with power to deal with the 
following questions : 

II. Renewal of the Reciprocity Treaty of 1854, with 
necessary modifications. 
II. -Re-consideration of the Treaty of 1SS8, with 
respect to the Atlantic fisheries, with a view to reciprocity 
in fish, and in the privileges of buying bait, transhipment 
of fish, etc, 
III. Protection of mackerel and other fisheries on 
the Atlantic coast and in the inland waters. 
IV. Relaxation of the seaboard coasting laws of the 
two countries, and also of the coasting laws on the great 
lakes. 
V. Mutual salvage and saving of wrecked vessels. 
VI. Arrangements for settling boundary between 
Canada and Alaska. 
It was stated that the presentation of these proposi- 
tions arose through the negotiations which had for some 
time been going on between Newfoundland and the TTnited 
States, and in which Canada insisted upon having some- 
thing to say. The United States Government at first 
demanded separate negotiations, but eventually Mr. Blaine 
^^— expressed a willingness to discuss matters, and a desire to 
^^Hmow the basis upon which the Domimow GaN'e.^^viieN:** 
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desired to act. Lord Stanley's (Jespiilch wiia tlio ro.^ult, 
and its publication at this moment had the clicct of milking 
it a campaign document, and of taking tlie reciprocity 
wind to a certain extent out of the Opposition sails. 

NaturaJIy the Liberals were t^aken aback, and many 
were exceedingly angry at the clever political stroke. It 
was an instance of " the Old Man's strategy," which could 
be fully appreciated at the moment. And the terms of the 
preliminary announcement were strongly criticised. It was 
claimed that the American Government had never consented 
to negotiate ; that the whole thing was a fraud intended to 
deceive the electorate ; and that after the campaign was 
over nothing inori3 would be heard of it. Strength was 
added to this view by the publication of a letter from Mr. 
Blaine denying that he had ever made any overtures in 
the matter, and asserting that only the very widest reci- 
procity would be considered by the American Government 
Upon the other hand, Sir John Thompson declared 
emphatically at the great mass meeting in Toronto, on 
Feb, (1th, which practically opened the campaign, that " we 
had the proposition which was submitted to Mr. Blaine; 
the answer that Mr. Blaine made to ns was that he was 
willing to enter upon a preliminary discussion to precede 
the more formal commission ; he was willing to enter upon 
that discussion, and to consider all points embraced in it, 
bat would not be prepared to do so until after the 4th of 
March, when the term of the present Congress expires." 
It ia safe to say in this connection that where the personal 
statements of a Canadian and an American leader disagree, 
the Canadian people as a whole prefer to believe the 
former. And that was about all that could be said upon 
the subject at the time. 

The Toronto meeting was a great success, besides being 
iie occaaion of Sir John Thompson's first appearance 
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before an audiunee in the Queen City. He had already 
been down in Nova-Scotia, accompanied by the Hon. C H, 
Tupper, and had paid a hasty visit to Aiitigonish, where 
the Liberals had been raising a stoi'm by attacking Bishop 
Cameron, and where the Minister of Justice had once more 
to meet the bitter feeling aroused through denunciation of 
clerical activity in elections. It seemed, indeed, as if it 
were his fate to encounter everywhere this religioua preju- 
dice, and to meet sectarian questions in every portion of 
his political career. The only thing which marred the 
success of the great gathering in the Tofonto Auditorium 
was the rude interruption of some one in the gallery who 
shouted out the word " Jesuit " when the Minister of 
Justice was half-way through his speech. It appeared to 
have an unexpected effect upon the apparently cool and 
collected speaker, and to have considerably shortened his 
address. The fact is, that he was more easily moved upon 
these points than the public would have thought possible, 
and his calm exterior gave no indication of the passionate 
feelings and sensitive disposition of the man. 

None the less was his speech a success and the impres- 
sion made, a moat favourable one. The other speakers 
were the Hon. Mackenzie Bowell, the Hon. G. E. Foster, 
the Hon. Frank Smith, and the Hon. John Carling. The 
Minister of Justice dealt largely with the Reciprocity 
question. At the first he spoke of himself in a character- 
istically plain and dignified manner : " Let me say at the 
outset that I am no orator, and that even if I had the gift 
of eloquence it would not be useful to me to*nia:ht in the 
• task that is before me, because we are not here to carry 
away your feelings or to influence your passions bj- 
eloquent appeals, but to make a plain statement as behooves 
public men placing an issue of the greatest consequence 
before this country." He described the attitude of tkt 
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Opposition; reviewed the history of CanuJinn relations 
witli the United States ; and defended the Government in 
its dissolution of Parliament. 

Upon this latter point he said : "If you and the people 
of Canada accept the policy that we put before you now, 
we will fjo to Washington with a Parliament behind us, 
and we will be able to treat with Mr. Plaine with the 
Basurance that the Premier of thia country has the renewed 
confidence of the people of Canada." He pointed out that 
the Liberals were everywhere criticising the Government's 
Reciprocity proposal as impossible of success. " Well, Sir, 
if it should fail, I will tell you why. It will fail because 
the followers of Sir Ricliai'd Cartwright have put on record 
whole volumes agaiuRt Canada with regard to the necessi- 
ties of thin country, and with regard to her bankruptcy if 
she cannot get bettei' trade relations with the United States. 
If it tails, it will be because of the cloud of witnesses he 
has produced agaiost his country. The records of debates 
on Recipixwity in the House of Commons, the record of 
evidence given before Committee after Committee of Con- 
gress at Washington, have the names of these men appended 
as indicating that this country can be starved into sub- 



Sir John Thompson concluded his speech with a very 
clear-cut definition of what the Government would do and 
would not do : " We appeal not to the sentiment of the 
United Stales. We do not, in the words of the gentleman 
who presided at the banquet in Bostou, and which Sir 
Richard Cartwright addressed, look to them for the sign by 
which we conquer, but we appeal to our Canadian fellow- 
citizens, and if they sustain us in the policy I have stated 
to you to-night, the negotiations will proceed in March for 
a fair extension of the trade of this country — not for 
Unrestricted Reciprocity, not for any surrender of our tariff 
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control, not for any diBcrimination against Great Britain — 
but for a fair line of interchange that will be beneficial to M 

both countries." I 

The campaign was now in fnll swing, and it soon I 

proved to be the most bitter contest ever fought in the ' 

Dominion. Sir Charles Tupper brought his forceful 
eloquence to bear upon the rewiiit, and at Toronto, Windsor, 
Hamilton, Kingston, London, Halifax and Quebec dealt 
a ledge -hammer blows against the policy of the Opposition. 
The publication by Sir John Macdonald of the correspon- 
dence between Edward Farrer, Congressman Hitt and 
Erastus Wiman, followed by his eloqueot and pathetic 
appeal to the British sentiment of the people, hari a great 
effect. In his manifesto he characterized the policy of the 
Liberals as being veiled treason, and denounced it as involv- 
ing discrimination against the Mother country ; as necessi- ( 
tating direct taxation to the extent of $14,000,000 annually; 
pjid as inevitably resulting in annexation, Mr. Blake, after 
having resigned the Liberal leadeinhip in 18S7 into the 
hands of Mr. Laiirier, now retired from Parliament alto- 
gether, and thus weakened his party by the defection of one 
whom all respected, whether they were in harmony with 
his views or the reverse. 

The Conservatives however, did not have things all ■ I 

their own way. A manifesto was issued by the Equal I 

Rights Association vigorously denouncing the Government I 

for its action in connection with the Jesuits' E.'^tates and ' 1 

French language questions. Mr. Laurier delivered a num- ' 

berof addresses in Ontario, and made the most of his power 
of persuasive eloquence and his personal charm of manner. 
On the 13th of February he published a manifesto dealing 
with Sir John Macdonald's charges and explaining his 
^^ position regarding Unrestricted Reciprocity. He aj^cepted J 

^L the National Policy as the one issue put forward bif tUe. I 
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Conservatives, and declared the platform of the Liberals to 
be " absolute reciprocal freedom of trade between Canada 
and the United States." He denounced the premature dis- 
solution of Parliament, proclaimed the loyalty of himself 
and his party, and arraigned the protective tariff as a 
public curse. A strong point in the Liberal apeeclies was 
the effect which the McKinley bill might be expected to 
have upon the farmers, and the claims that these anticipated 
evils could be averted by giving the party a free hand 
for the negotiation of a wide reciprocity treaty with the 
American Republic 

Another source of aid was the influence of Mr, Mercier 
in Quebec. He had made every preparation to leave for 
Europe in order to float a loan of $10,000,000, but deferred 
his trip, because, as he declared at a mass meeting in Mon- 
treal on February 9th, " his place was beside his esteemed 
chief, Mr. Wilfred Laurier." It is not unlikely that he 
hoped to make a portion of the proposed loan unnecessary 
by thus helping into office a leader who was pledged to 
carry out the increased subsidies to the Provinces proposed 
by the Inter-Provincial Conference of a few years before. 
" Mr.Laurier accepted the resolutions," declared the speaker, 
" and promised to carry them into effect if he came into 
power. He (Mr. Mercier) had telegraphed asking him if 
he would ratify this declaration and Mr. Laurier had re- 
plied ' I accept the declaration as the expression of my 
policy.' " The Rykert scandal in the scarifying hands of 
Sir Bichard Cartwright was also an element of substantial 
help to the Liberals, while the severe criticisms of tne 
Toronto Mail and a speech or two made by the Hon. Oliver 
Mowat were ot additional service. 

As much can hardly be said (if the assistance which 
Mr. Goldwin Smith tried to render. His letter to the JVewj 
York Times of February ^fth, stating that the Tories "seek 
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to make Canada the engine of the Conservative ariBtocri 
of Great Britain for averting the triumph of democracy in 
the New World," was merely regarded as a renewed effort to 
prejudice American public opinion against any Conservative 
attempt to obtain a fair and reasonable Reciprocity Treaty. 
And hiB subsequent letter to a Toronto paper denouncing 
the National Policy, only helped those who were trying to 
affix the disgraceful stigma of annesationism to the Liberal 
party. His aid was indeed an injury to the Opposition in 
this campaign as it might have been to the Conservative 
party had the distinguished English writer remained afi 
1878 a supporter of Protection and a follower of Sir Jol 
A. Macdonald. 

Meanwhile Sir John Thompson had been making 
speech or two in Nova-Scotia, and attending so far as was 
possible to his own interests in Antigonish, where his old 
opponent, the Hon. Angus McGillivray, was once more run- 
ning against him. As his majority had only been 40 in 
the campaign of 1887, care was required at this juncture, 
especially in view of the somewhat unscrupulous nature of 
the contest on the part of the Opposition in the constitu- 
ency. Mr, McOillivray Wfus a man of considerable ability 
and standing. Hv had been iirat elected as a colleague of 
Mr, J. S. D. Thompson in Antigonish, to the Local Legisla- 
ture, and had been re-elected in 1S82, Three years' later 
he became Speaker of the Assembly and continued to hold 
that position until appointed a member of the Local Gov- 
ernment in 1887. In this latter year he had for the first 
time opposed his old friend and fellow-Conservative in the 
elections for the Dominion House. In doing so he came 
into conflict with Bishop Cameron, which was not a very 
wise thing to do in that constituency, and had been beaten^ 
though not by a very large majority. 

It had long been a matter of course in. iisAx'^js^i^Q- 
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and a custom which the people regartfed with respect, for 
the Bishop to intervene in the elections. Usually, several 
Catholics would be in the field, and he would ospre.is a 
preference for the one or the other. Then upon several occa- 
sions one Protestant would be returned to the Local House 
and oneCatholic, showing clearly that there was nobi{»olry 
in the matter. When the close friendship, which has now 
become historical, grew up between the future Premier and 
the Bishop, it was not, therefore, surprising that the latter 
should help his friend, and it was not considered anything 
unusual in the constituency chiefly interested. In his 
earlier elections, Sir John Thompson had been greatly 
aided by this influence. In 1887, Mr. McGillivray, how- 
ever, had allowed his supporters to spread abroad the 
impresaion that the Bishop's sympathy and support were 
no longer with the Minister of Justice, and that a letter to 
that effect was in existence. Tliese statements brought out, 
a characteristically vigorous manifesto from His Lordshiji, 
addressed to the eloctoi-s, and urging them to support hi% 
friend. An extract from it will be of interest and impor- 
tance, as showing the very substantial ami effectual manner 
in which Bishop Cameron stood by Sir Jolm : 
" To the Bketori of Antiyoiiinh Covnty: 

"Gbntlembn, — I did not expeot that designing politiniaoB would die- 
turb you by orgaoiBing ft faotious opposition to tlie return of the linn. Mr. 
Thompson at the ensaing election, much leas did I apprehend that either 
tha factioniats or their dopes would talte such liberty with my own name 
as to oblige mo in honor publicly to repudiate their itiisreprceentat'oiia nf 
my views and sentiments regarding the preaeat unseemly coiiteaC. In 
this aad some at tha neighbouring counties it is asserted, nrged and cou- 
lidently reiterated that my estimation of the Minister of Justice has 
undergone such a change tbs,t I have decided not to support him any more ; 
that fat from diaapproviug of bis being ignoniiniously discharged by yi^n, 
I bare furnished Mr. &.. Mctrillivray with an assurance of my entire 
unconoent ; nay, that he bad in his pocket a letter pledging me to strict 
(It is aoarcely necoBsary to reniark that suoh a atatemeut was 
le either by Mr. McGillivray or any roul friend of hiB. ] 
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" Gentlemen, no audi letter existH, no bugIi aHsurftiioea have been 
L given ; while uiy estimiite of Mr, Tliompson is even far greater now tlia.n 
[ trtiea I last had the honor to mW your BU&ngeB in favor of his election in 
1S85. 

" About seventeen months ago, you choae him aa your repreeeiitative 
in the Houee of CommoDS, luid you have since hod abundant evidence of 
the wisdom of yonr ohoioa. Vou have Been that he has proved himself to 
be one of the most gifted, moat honoured, moat iuQuentiat and most irre- 
proachable btatesmeu of the Dominion, and you have felt that bis 
unequalled auooeas is a bohtob of legitimate pride to joursolyeg and to all 
Nova ^cotiaoa. Yon have seen, also, that while honouring you so highly 
by his eloqaonue in debate, and his wisdom in council and committee, he 
bos never neglected your more immodiat« public intereata — nay, that he 
has promoted them with a success altogether nnprecedeoted. 

" Seventeen months ago you needed postal eommunication and 
facilities in varions localities, and already you have no fewer than five 
new pOBt-o£Bees opened, besides more frequent maila in several other 
places. You needed improvement in our railway tariff; tlirough Mr. 
Thompson's stronttouH efforts you have obtained it. You ntoded money 
to repair most useful public works, fallen into neglect and decay, to oom- 
plete others and to originate more, and already no less than }i^4,340 bus 
been placed at our disposal for that purpose ; yet this magnificent sum is 
doubtless but an instalment of the amount whfch we may expect under 
the auspices of this most efficient benefactor, to be expended for out 
advautage. Lastly, he has beeu mainly iostrumental in persuading the 
Cabinet to undertake to build a railway through Cape Breton, as a Gov- 
ernment measure, and already forty-five milea of it are nnder aontraot 
and in course of construction. He has thus oonferred an inestiuiable boon 
on Eastern Nova Scotia as well as on that Sue Island in whose prosperity 
we all feel the liveliest interest. 
I -'To give him his discharge, in existing ciroumBtances, would bean act 

I of senseless ingratitude, a public calamity and a lastiog disgi'ace, for 
I which I trjist yon will never he guilty of making yourselves answerable. 
I In a woiil, to do yourselves full ciedit, you ought not only to return Mr. 
1^ ^Chouipsou, but to return him by an overwhelming majority, slni^e you 
L have not been allowed the privilege of electing him as he deserved, by 
W Mclamation. 

I " The al)ovB is my reply to those who have unathoritatively dragged 

1 my name into the contest, and now, gentlemen, 1 couSdently leave the 
I Msue ii> your hands, and remain, 

f " Your devoted well-wisher and servant in Christ. 

"John Cameron, 

L "AaUgoaiaii, Feb. 11, 1S31." 
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During the canvass of the conatitiiency which took 
place in the elections of 1891, Mr. McGillivray came 
out with a vigourous attack upon the Bishop, anJ in 
reply the Rev. Father Macdonald of Stellarton accuaeJ the 
former of having personally made the very statements 
which Bishop Cameron in the above circular charitably 
disbelieved. Archbishop O'Brien also came to the support 
of His Lordship, and indirectly of Sir John Thompson, In 
an address delivered at Halifax, he elotinently defended 
clerical intervention under certain conditions and in certain 
circumstances : 

'■ The interest of the country and the fond, proud love 
of his Wiuntry find a pla^e in the heart and engage the 
attention of the true priest. Hence, should a candidate for 
Parliament advocate, say Unrestricted Reciprocity, and 
shonld a prelate conscientiously believe that to be the first 
step towards annexation — should he have jjood reason to 
believe that its promoters had that result in view, namely, 
to destroy our fair Canadian nationality and make of this 
country the battling ground of carpet -badgers and traitors 
— should he not advise, exhort, entreat, aye, and command, 
his people to vote against such a candidate ? " 

Needless to say, in a Catholic constituency like Anti- 
gonish it was not surprising that the influence of such 
appeals and the personal popularity of a prelate so respected 
and esteemed as Bishop Cameron, should have had great 
weight, and have prepared the way for the majority of 227 
with which the Minister of Justice swept away his antago- 
nist on March 5th. Before that final result of the cam- 
paign occurred, however. Sir John Thompson delivered 
two important addresses in the Province — one at Halifax 
in conjunction with Sir Charles Tupper and the Hon. C. H. 
Topper, on February Hth, and the other at Kentville, four 
days later. The Halifax meo'^'"" was a great demonstra- 



I 



^L tb 



SIR JOHS THOMPSON. 181 

tion. Sir Charles Tapper in one of his old-time ringing 
speeches, stirred up the loyalty and enthusiasm of hia 
audience to an unprecedented degree, and was followed by 
Sir John in a speech which seems to have been instinct 
with unusual earneatness and vim. He handled the Lib- 
eral party without gloves. Referring to the Reciprocity 
policies — restricted and unrestricted — he declared that 
" the Liberals made no offer to negotiate, but proclaimed in 
advance that they were prepared to give away everything 
The Liberals appealed to the manufacturers of Boston foi 
' a sign by which to conquer.' Sir John Macdonald appeals 
to the people of Canada, and says, ' To you I look for the 
sign by which to conquer. . . . When Nelson was 
once signalled to retire, he gave the command ; ' Keep my 
signal for closer battle flying, and nail it to the mast,' 
Mr. Laurier had said at Halifax that he nailed his Unre 
stricted Reciprocity colours to the mast, but his mast has 
already been shot away, and his colours all tattered and torn 
are hanging in ribbons over the drifting hulk of his party." 
The battle now progressed with intense vigour in all 
parts of the country to its termination. On the one 
side were "the 0!d Man, the Old Flag, and the Old 
Policy " ; earnest appeals to British sentiment and allegi- 
ance ; fierce denunciation of the alleged American sympa- 
thies, policy and environment of the Liberal leaders. 
Upon the other were vigorous protestations of loyalty; 
charges of wholesale corruption against the Government, 
departmental and national ; advocacy of free trade with 
the States and wider markets for Canadian produce. 
Incidentally, there were Ontario protests and votes against 
those who had refused to support the disallowance of the 
Jesuits' Estates Act ; while in Quebec Mr. Mercier directed 
all the smouldering fires of the prejudices aroused by 
the old Riel agitation, against the Dominion GQve,i;iwsiKs:*i. 
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The result, however, was the sustaining of the Con- 
eervative purty, policy and Ministry by a majority oJ 
between twenty and thirty. Two members of the Gov- 
ernment, Mr. C, 0, Colby, and Mr. John Carliog, were 
defeated, while the Opposition lost Mr. A. O. Jones, Mr. 
Peter Mitchell and Mr. WeHon. And thus ended the moat 
desperate fight in the history of the Dominion, and one 
which was destined to indirectly cause a greater loss to the 
Conaorvative party and to the country than any which 
hiul yet taken place. Sir John Macdonald, againyt the 
advice of hiH physicians, had taken a wonderfully active 
part in the aimpaign." The "Grand Old Man," with an 
energy perfectly phenomenal in one of Ids years and physical 
woEikneBft, soomed to be everywhere urging on the battle ; 
putting life and soul into his supporters; arousing the 
enthuflin^ni of vast audiences aa only his magnetic person- 
ality could do; and giving to the struggle that swing of 
victory which was necessary to overcome the many adverse 
circumstancoa. 

Without him, indeed, it is not unlikely, that the party 
would have been defeated, and of this he was quite well 
aware. Taking, therefore, his life in hia hand, Sir John 
Macdonald had gone into the conflict determined to win one 
more success for what he believed to be the fundamentiil 
principles of Canadian nationality and progress — ^British 
connection and loyalty to the 'close and Ikt ourabie union 
of the Dominion and the Empire, But hla efforts i 
managing the caoipain 
almost daily for WM 
— were too muchj 
had been achievaf 
laurels of victorj 
power and inflid 
of departed gra 
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CHAPTER X. 



Death of Sir John Macdonald. 

On the 24th of May it became known to the public 
that the illness of Sir John A, Macdonald waa somewhat 
serious. He himself did not appear to regard it in that 
light, however, and during the next day or two improved 
considerably. On the 29th, when the fatal stroke fell upon 
him, he had been dictating letters ; holding a long conver- 
sation with Sir John Thompson upon questions of public 
policy and party tactics; and receiving a visit from the 
Governor- General. But shortly afterwards the paralytic 
seizure came and stilled the busy brain, numbed the mar- 
vellona faculties, and siienced forever the voice which had 
so long been the voice of Canada. During the week of 
anxious waiting which followed, a sorrowing people, a 
sympathetic Empire, and a Queen, who is as great a woman 
as she is a sovereign, watched beside the sick-bed at Earns- 
cliffe, where the greatest of Colonial statesmen, the Father 
; of Canadian confederation and the champion of Imperial 
[ unity, lay fighting his sad and hopeless battle. 
I Afl days and hours went by, and the great leader was 

I passing slowly away, people began to realize what enor- 
K mous consequences might follow. Sir John Macdonald to 
Cmany minds seemed the actual embodiment of Canadian 
LCoDservatism. To them he was the party, and without 
Hiim the party was nothing. Others, who understood more 
Hiloarly the condition of affairs, knew that there were 
BkivoxoI men quite able to take the leadership, and that fore- 
Hnoet amongst them stood the Minister of Justice. Outside 
■ ' Canada, however, there is no doubt tb,a.ti ^Wi -oiass*! >A- 
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Hir John Macclonald was at that time the only one which 
could be paid to bear an international or imperial reputa- 
tion. He had f;rown up with Canada. His policy had 
made itself felt abroad, and his name, in many places., was 
synonymous with that of the Dominion, His death, there- 
fore, might involve political chaos, it might result in the 
disintegration of the party he had formed and led so long, 
it did undoubtedly imply serious political difficulties. 

Parliament promptly adjourned upon the news of the 
Premier's fatal illness, and from that time till the end 
came, upon the memorable 6th of June, 1891, the pulse of 
the Canadian people was stirred as it had never been 
before. Publicly, of course, there could be no serious dis- 
cuesioD as to the future leader, as to the future of the 
party or of the country. But privately there was a gi'eat 
deal. Ottawa was disturbed as it had not been since the 
days of 1873, when the fate of Sir John Macdonald'a first 
ministry liung in the balance of a great parliamentary 
trial. Letters from all over the Doininiou poured into the 
capital, rumours of a hundred kinds were current, consid- 
erations of all sorts were discussed. It was recognized 
then, and in the week which followed the Premier's death, 
that Sir John Thompson, by forco of ability and political 
service, was the inevitable leader — if not at once, then in 
the near future. 

Had there been an impression that Sir (Charles Tupper 
would have cared to take Tip political life ii::fn.in, the opinion 
of the party would ij:i'. ■ i' ' ' ■ ■■ i-nt 

the circumstances ho\u ..■<■ 

majority of sentitncnf. ■ f. 

Here, however, 
gion it was cl' 
and other qiic. 
the party in 
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better if, for a time at least, the Premiership of the Domi- 
nion were placed in Uie hands of someone who, in the exist- 
ing erisis, would he able to unite all sections of the Coaaer- 
vative forces. The name of the Hon. J. J. C. Abbott was 
suggested, and his private correspondence at the time, as 
well as that of Sir John Thompson, illustrates the utter 
unselfishness which in this connection characterised the two 
men. In a letter written to an intimate friend on the 4th 
of June, and only two days before Sir John Macdonald'a 
death, Mr. Abbott commented very frankly upon the 
proposal that the leadership shouM fall to him. He said : 

" I have heard from many people lately very similar 
ideas of the situation to yours — but from none whose 
opinions I should place more confidence in. But I hate 
politics, and what are considered their appi"opriate methods. 
I hate notoriety, public meetings, public speedies, caucuses, 
and every thing that I know of that is apparently the 
necessary incident of politics — except doing public work 
to the best of my ability. Why should I go where doing 
honest work will only make me hated and my ministry 
unpopular; and where I can only gain reputation and 
credit by practising arts which I detest, to acquire popu- 
larity ? Besides breaking up all my family arrangements 
in which I have settled down and hope to spend any time 
I may hope to have left, now that I have reached the 
allotted span. No doubt some such arrangement as yon 
mention would be the best solution of the crisis — but there 
are lots of men better known than 1, and better capable of 
working out the political problem ; and who would be glad 
of the chance. My own impression is that Thompson is 
the man to be sent for, and I should think he could carry 
the work through, though of coui'se I am not familiar with 
the feeling in Ontario. 

•' Yours sincevd^ , 5 , i . ^. \s.wnri" 
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Such a letter, wiitten by an old mau who iu ahortly 
afterwat-ds aseuming the heavy dufciuH of the Premierahip, 
accepted a burden too great for his years and strength, has 
a pathetic ring in its every line. Little wonder that he 
hesitated to surrender his quiet home life, and in his de- 
clining days take up such a task. But none the less it was 
an honour which many would have liked to receive and a 
duty which few ambitious men would shrink from accept- 
ing, even in succesaion to such an unequalled leader as Sir 
John A. Macdonald. Writing to the same gentleman on 
the memorable Cth of June, Hir John Thompson breathed 
very similar sentiments : 

" I am much obliged for your letter. At tliis crisis 
any member of the Government must feel grateful for the 
frank advice of sincere friends as 1 well know you to be. 
I fear, however, that you have conceived the idea tliiit I 
aspire to lead the party, now or in the futura No greater 
mistake could be made. I am not willing to take that 
position now, or to enter on a period of probation with a 
view to that end. I hope that the party can be much bet- 
ter led, and I am willing to serve or to retire as may seem 
best to the man who shall take up the reins which have 
fallen from the hands of Sir John Macdonald. 
" Tours sincerely, 

"Jno. S. D. Thompson." 

The death of the great Conservative leader on the 
very day this letter was written compelled action while 
for the moment intei-dicting discussion. Sir John Thomp- 
son had moved the adjournment of the House after brief 
speeches from Sir Hector Langovin aiid othenj. And the 
eloquent tribute paid upon that occasion to the memory oi! 
the dead stateaman by the Hon, W" ior h one of 

the bright spots in tin; record o" 
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Then followed the pi-olonged State funeral, amid such 
evidencos of siucero national grief as are very rarely given 
to a publiu man, no matter how great he may have been in 
character or achievement. Sir John Macdonald waa finally 
laid away in the distant cemetery at Cataraqui, amidst 
surroundings of almost unique sorrow ; 

" Muffled peala and drooping banners, 
I Bat-ad breath and measured tread, 

I EmliletnB of a nation's iuoumiu|j; 

For her great and noble dead." 

With the passing of the Chieftain, came the imperative 
necessity for the selection of a new leader and a new Pre- 
mier. Lord Stanley of Preston, had postponed action for 
' six days and until the funeral was finished, but on the 12th 
of June, it waa announced that His Excellency was in com- 
munication with Sir Jolm Thompson and the Hon. Mr. 
Abbott. Meantime the intrigue and speculation customary 
in Cabinet crises had been going on. Sir Hector Langevin, 
as the member of the late ministry who had served the 
longest time in office, and who by virtue of his leadership 
of the French Canadian wing of the party, really had 
strong claims to consideration, was being strenuously urged 
for the Premiership by Le Monde and other journals of 
Quebec. Unfortunately, however, he was resting under 
the sliadow of the Tarte charges, and was in a position 
which Sir 'John Thompson had declared in his speech at 
Halifax, during the general elections, made an investigation 
absolutely necessary. 

Mr. Chapleau was also vigorously opposed to him, and 
L publicly urged the claims of the Minister of Justice to the 
I'position. " I regard Sir John Thompson," said he, on June 
I 12tb, " as the only man who can give the quality of 
f stability in the re-organization of the Government. He 
p may meet with Opposition from Oiitia.'na,\Ki.^ -^%, \i^isHs»* 
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that our Ontario friends 



^ill 1 



it OS a duty and a i 



necessity to join and co-operate for the best interests of 
the Conservative party. Sir John Thumpson ia essentially 
an Englishman and a Britisher, and as he himself has often 
pointed out in his speeches, is governed by political, not by 
religious principles," The Ottawa Citizen urged the dis- 
tinguished services and abilities of Sir Charles Tupper, 
and in other quarters there waa some talk of Mr. W. R, 
Meredith. 

During a part of this period, Mr. D'Alton McCarthy 
was in Ottawa. And it was natural that the presence of 
the man who for years had been looked upon as Sir John 
Macdonald's successor; whose legal advice and political 
abilities had been so frequently utilized by the Ciiieftain 
prior to the coming of Sir John Thompson into ocEco; 
whose place as an Ontario politician was now so peculiar 
and so antagonistic to the Province of Quebec; should 
have created much interest and discussion. The Equal 
Rights leader had one interview with Sir John Thompson 
during the crisis. Any political significance was denied at 
the time, but it is DOW understood that Mr. McCarthy took 
the opportunity to point out his claims to the Premiership, 
a:id to make suggestions, the details of which will probably 
never bo known. Sir John was very non-committal in the 
matter, and a little later on, when the Governor- General 
discussed the formation of a Cabinet with him, and he felt 
obliged to decline the honour, it was Senator Abbott whom 
he recommended to His Excellency. 

That Mr. McCai-thy could not afterwards work with 
the Minister of Justice is therefore, not surprising, apart 
altogether from their differences upon the Jesuits' Estates, 
the French language, or the Manitoba Schools. That he 
was not consulted in the subsequent formation of the 
Thompson Government ia still leas surprising. And that 
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I he has since drifted entirely away from the Conservative 
[.party ia a natural consequence of the rivalry of two able 
of antagonistic ambitions, but of extremely diverse 
I views and characteristics. 

The Governor -General had not found it so very easy 
r to obtain a Premier, When His Excellency summoned Sir 
John Thompson on the morning of the 12th of June, the 
' latter liesitated, and advised that Mr. Abbott be sent for. 
I After an hour's conversation, he left and spent some time 
[in consultation with the latter. The two then returned to 
ftlie Governor-General's office, and shortly afterwards it 
8 announced, that the Hon. J, J. C, Abbott had accepted 
the duty of forming a Cabinet. Four days later a com- 
munication was read to the House of Commons from the 
new Premier, stating that, " I have communicated with 
I my colleagues, and requested their consent to remain in 
l" their present offices, and with their assent submitted to 
His Excellency my recommendation that they should be 
continued in their positions. " This was, of course, approved, 
and Mr. Abbott himself assumed the post of President of 
the Council. For the time being, the Ministry of Rail- 
ways and Canals, which Mr. Chapleau thought himself 
entitled to have, was administered by another member of 
the Government. 

At a later date the promised re -construction of the Min- 
istry took place, and the changes may as well be noted here. 
For months there had been rumours current concerning 
Mr. Meredith's entry into the Oabinet, There was undoubt- 
, ediy a strong feeling in his favour throughout Ontario. 
[ Able, eloquent, popular and genial, the present Chief 
I Justice of the Province had always held a warm place in 
I the hearts of its people. Though unsuccessful in ousting 
I the clever political strategist, who has so long held power 
I at Toronto, he was almost ec^ually lea^wAw^V'j -^w^ V-t\*i\A. 
13 
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and party foe. But ttie aemi-relif^ious cry of one or two-J 
campaigns and the an ti- Separate School plank in his plat- 
form, had for good or ill antagonized the Roman Catholiffi 
vote and made it aa difficult apparently for the CoDserva- 
tive Opposition leader in Ontario to enter the Dominion 
Government aa it was for him to win success in the Local 
elections. 

None the less a Cabinet position was offered him by 
Mr. Abbott dari ng the re-construction. Why it was refused 
is not known, but that the offer was made, and with Sir 
John Thompson's full knowledge and approval, is beyond 
doubt. The Minister o£ Justice as leader of the Commons 
would have much to say in connection with such an impor- 
tant matter, and it is interesting to note how far removed 
from bigotry hia views must have been. But this parfcicuhir 
arrangement fell through, and by the end of January, 1S92, 
all the other changes had been effected. Lieut. -Colonel 
J. A, Ouimet entered the Giovernment in practical, though 
not immediate, succession to Sir Hector Langevin and took 
the portfolio of Public Works. Mr. John G. Haggart was 
promoted from the Postmaster-Generalship to the Ministry 
of Railways and Canals, and was succeeded by Sir Adolphe 
Cafon, who handed over tne Department of Militia and 
Defence to the Hon. Mackenzie Eowell. Mr. Chapleau was 
given the Ministry of Customa — a decided promotion — 
and his old position of Secretary of State was filled by the 
elevation of Mr, James C. Patterson, a strong party 
organizer and popular politician, of clean and honourable 
record. 

Such was Mr. Abbott's completed Cabinet A word 
might be said in this connection about one of the most 
interesting personalities in Canadian politics — Mr. Nicholas 
Flood Davin. There is no doubt that the brilliant writer, 
orator aad iforth-West representative had at this time 
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■strong claims to a Cabinet position. His friends had urged 

Sir. John A. Macdonald to make him Minister of the " 
■Interior in succession to Mr. Dewdney. and they continued 
' to do so with Mr. Abbott, although the post had in the 
meantime been filled by Mr. Daly's appointment Mr. Davin 
was finally offered the Lieut.-Govemorahip of the North- 
West Territories, but refused it, and the poaition went to 
Mr. G. H. Mackintosh. He would have made an ideal 
Governor. 

The accession of Mr. Abbott had not been well received 
in all quarters. It was not that his self-denial and patriotism 
lacked appreciation, or that hia ability as a manager of men 
and a wise tactician was not considered fully equal to the 
task before him. But there was a popular impression in 
French Canadian circles that Sir John Thompson was being 
put to one aide on account of his religious views. LaPrasse 
of June 15th declared that " the Catholics are not going to 
be the victims of excluBioniam because of their religious 
belief. Sir John Th(Mupson is the most remarkable man 
in our Federal politics, and he has the right to be judged 
from a political standpoint," Mr. Chapleau was also dis- 
satisfied : " I am still of opinion that Sir John Thompson 
is the best available man at this juncture. It seems 
apparent that the obstacle against him was his religion." 
The Ottavja Gitizen, on finding that Sir Charles Tapper 
did not care to be put forward for the position, had already 
I come out strongly for the Minister of Justice, and pro- 
kelaimed on June 13th that "No more able, honourable, 
p* industrious, courteous and painstaking representative can 
be found in the ranks of the Conservatives. He is loved 
by all who know him, and the more responsible the position 
he ia placed in the greater intellectual power will he 
display." 

But these utterances were wiya.ti\A tesvjX'^i. 'Svc !*'5o5>. 
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TtiompHon knew Bometbing of the difficulties which threat- 
ened the new Ministry, and he had no desire to add any 
sectarian complication to them if an act of person nl 
i^elf-a aerifies would avail to avert the evil. As it was, 
he at once aaaumed the leadership of the House of 
Commons in fact, If not in name. For a brief perigd 
courtesy gave Sir Hector Langevin a certain precedence, 
but it was not long before the aggi-essive and merciless 
Opposition placed the veteran Conservative leader in a 
position where aeif-defence was the only consideration. 
The Toronto GHobe, and the Liberals generally, did not 
altogether like the new leadership. The organ declared 
that Sir John was too eold and gnive ; and pointed out 
that the blood and fire that leaps and fiames in the men 
who seem burn to lead their fellows, did not charge through 
the veins of this studious and deliberate politician. 

This was hardly sufficient ground, however, for denoun- 
cing to the electorate the coming wearer of the mantle of 
Sir John Macdonald. The Qlobe could not charge personal 
or political corrnption against him, so it alleged that he was 
returned for his couaty, not by the free votes of the people, 
but through " the strenuous intimidation of a Bisiiop." It 
could not criticise his administration of the Department 
of Justice, so it gravely alleged that he had been "a failure 
in the Local politics of Nova-Scotia." It was difficult to 
minimise the respect in which he was generally held out- 
side of the ranks of extreme bigots and partisans, so the 
public were informed that "he came from a remote 
Province." However, these were not very severe or 
damaging charges. Far more injurious wer^-the comments 
of the Toronto Mail, and it is not unlikely that the remarks 
of that paper on June 9th had influenced him considerably 
feelings as to the Premiership. After a reference to 
Jda admitted ability, unblemished character and high sense 
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of honour, the Equal Rights organ went on to aay that 
" the obvious objection to him is that he is a Roman 
Catholic and a convert, animated by a convert's zeal, as he 
sliowed when he came forward to lead in the defence of 
the Jasuits' Estates Act." 

But whatever the future result might be. he had now 
done what seemed to be hia duty to the party and the 
country, at a crisis which can only be appreciated by a 
recollection of the familiar phrase used for so many years 
by his opponents to depict the time when Sir John Mac- 
donald would leave the scene of his struggles and hia 
victories : " After me, the deluge." The long-looked for 
event had come, but other men had picked up the threads 
of power as they fell from the nerveless hands of the 
Chieftain, and his words uttered in Toronto on Dec. 18th, 
1834, had assumed life and form : " I am satisfied that 
whoever may be chosen as my successor, he and those who 
act with him will move in the same line, will be governed 
by the same principles, and will be supported by the same 
party." 

The first Session of the seventh Parliament of Canada 
resumed its work with a moat satisfactory Budget Speech 
from Mr. Foster, following upon a motion of Mr. Laurier, 
which showed a Government majority of only twenty. 
The available surplus was placed at $2,100,000, and the 
removal of the sugar duties to the extent of $3,600,000 was 
met by an increased excise and a reduced expenditure. 
On May 20th, the interminable Franchise Act came up for 
discussion, on a Liberal motion for its repeal, as being 
inconvenient, cumbersome, and inefficient. Sir John 
Thompson showed how useless these continued debates 
were : " In 1885 we had a most elaborate discuasion on 
every principle involved in the measure; in 1886, when I 
had occasion to introduce some amendmeT\te,'^feV'a&.?.")>«:^ 
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long discusBion, not only of the principles, but as to thtfl 
expediency of repeal ; in lflH7, I think in 1888, ant! cer- 
tainly last year, we had every argument exhausted and 
every argument reviewed." He then pointed out that the 
motion would make it necessary to fall hack upon the 
franchises of the varioiis Provinces, which change oou- 
atantly and are never alike. 

As it is, the Act "aids in securing uniformity. In 
some of the Provinces there are revisions by municipal 
authorities ; in others by municipal officers ; in others by 
sheriffs who are officers at pleasure of the Provincial 
Governinents. , . . There is no pretence at uniformity ; 
there is do attempt to secure any kind of legal qualifica- 
tion in the oflicers appointed to do the work of revision ; 
whereas the Act now under consideration establishes a 
qualification for the office of revising barrister second to 
none required for any public office connected with the 
administration of any law; second only to that required 
for filling the highest judicial offices." 

On May 29th, Mr. Laurier moved on behalf of the 
now aggressive and hopeful Opposition, a vote of censure 
upon Sir Charles Tupper for having taken part in the 
recent general elections whilst holding the post of High 
Commissioner in England ; for having imputed treason 
against his opponents ; and for having assailed the Grand 
Trunk Railway. Sir John Thompson in his reply made a 
vigorous defence of his old-time colleague and friend : — 
" Sir Charles Tupper in one place after another has shown 
that while certain persons had put themselves forward to 
promote the welfare and the designs of the Liberal party 
in this country, but really to subvert the institutions of 
this country — before the Liberal party could venture to go 
to the polls, they were compelled to disaavow all connec- 
tion and all sympathy with any such designs or with 
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individuals who were promrtting those (lesions." Far, 
tliereCore, from imputing disloyalty to the LiUer:il party, 
he had fiimply shown that without thia repudiation they 
would have been annihilated at the rcc<?nt elections. 

The Minister of Justice wont on to point out that 
while the Opposition Leader made this general charge of 
imputing treason againat Sir Charles Tupper, he had not 
laid on the Table of the House one single bit of evidence, 
or one solitary extract. Sir John then sketched the poai- 
tion and duties of the High Commissioner. " He ia not a 
foreign ambassador. He is sJraply the Agent of thia 
Governmeot, living in London. Hia Escellency, the Gov- 
ernor-General, is the medium of communication between 
thia and the Imperial Government. It is only when 
special views are to be paased or influence used that the 
High CommiBsioner comes into action. . . . It is 
necessary that he should be the confidential agent of the 
Government he serves ; should be in sympathy with its 
policy ; ahonld atrive to carry out that policy ; should be 
the depository of its secrets. To be competent and efficient 
he cannot help having political sympathiea." 

After speaking of the Grand Trunk and Sir Charlea 
Tupper's very moderate request that it should permit the 
employes to vote aa they liked ; Sir John referred to the 
general iaaue at the election in vigorous style : — " I think 
the Leader of the Opposition ia somewhat mistaken in the 
choice of his expresaion when he declares that Sir C. 
Tupper 'stooped' to take part in those elections, Con- 
sidering that the fate of thia country was at stake, con- 
sidering that the trade relationa of this country were 
being discussed and fought over, and that the issues with 
regard to those trade relations were perhaps the most 
important ever submittiid to the British North American 
Provincea, I do not think that anybod.'^ likjvii Veirfv-j Nats. 
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said to have ' stoopod ' in order to take part in that con- 
test." The motion was, of course, voted down, as had been 
the previous one in reference to the Franchise Act. But 
the mtojorities all throu^^h this difficult session were small 
— averaging^ about twenty — and requiring a most watchful 
care in debate and division on the part of the Leader of 
the House. 

In September the adjournment came after a prolonged 
surfeit of scandals. It was the longest session but one in 
the history of the Dominion, and the worry and work 
which it entailed upon Sir John Thompson no doubt laid 
the foundation of the physical troubles which were to 
eventually carry him off. But he came through it all with 
flying colours as a Parliamentary leader, a debater and a 
minister. He proved himself capable of holding together 
a weakened, almost shattered party, in the face of a terri- 
ble personal loss; in the teeth of serious and injurious 
charges from a strong and united Opposition ; in spite of a 
small and shifting majority. It was indeed a severe trial, 
but as on previous occasions, he had risen to the emergency. 
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The Scandal Session. 



No country in the world can boast absolute purity in 
politics and administration, Few in tbis respect have 
stood as high in the scale as Canada, Elections in the 
Mother-land are known to cost millions ; the constituencies 

»are carefully " nursed " for years by wouid-be candidates 
at great personal expense ; contracts upon occasion have 
notoriously been given to inefficient concerns upon very in- 
sufficient grounds. Yet no one will call England a really 
corrupt country. In the United States unfortunately there 
can be no doubt about the matter. There ia corruption in 
the Presidential elections, in the Congressional elections, in 
the State contests, in the Civic governments, and in the city 
elections. It is a far cry from the Pension Bureau to the 
Lexow inquiry, but in all tiie varied departments of Aioeri- 
can politics between the one and the other, there is proba- 
bly boodling to be found in a greater or lesser degree. 

I It is a matter of deep regret that the Dominion has 
not been able to keep its skirts altogether clean in this 
connection. But there are degrees of offence in this as in 
every other case. And, during the period now under con- 
sideration there were two parties to the charges of corrup- 
tion. Quebec had covered itself with disgrace by allowing 
its Government to fall into the hands o£ a small clique of 
men who, under the brilliant but erratic and dangerous 
leadership of Count Mei-cier, ha^l pillaged the Province 
without pity or remorse ; had eujoyed tot ■;} e.«;is «. tS.ft'o.'s^. >^ 
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over a million dollars anmially ; had increoseri the debt by 
some 815,000,000 ; had rioted in luxury, in costly houses, in 
oxpeiislve horses, in journeya and fetes. The Baie de Cha- 
leurs' case brought much of this home to the Provincial 
Premier and his Ministry ; the Royal Commission did more 
in developing the investigation; the Lieut. -Governor finally 
gave the people their opportunity by dismissing his advisers 
and calling in new men and a new party. The elections 
which followed closed the drama and restored the Province ^ 

to its former honorable position, while forever burying |^^^| 
under the all-powerful ballot-box, the men who had dis-^^^H 
graced its name and temporarily blackened its repute. ' ^^^H 

I The Dominion case was different. The charges made ^^^| 
against members of the Government were claimed by Sir ^^H 
John Thompson to be bitterly partisan ; were proved, so ^B 

far as personal corruption was concerned, to be without 1 

foundation; and dealt in the main with a system rather 1 

than with individual actions. Where charges were specified 
and proved against officials, punishment was swift and 
sure, though never merciless. Where they were vague, as 
in the case of Sir Adolphe Garon, every effort was made by 
Sir John to bring them to a point suited for investigation. 
Where they werfe, however, mere fishing expeditions, 
intended only for the purpose of throwing partisan mud 
I in the hope that some would stick, he very properly 
[ refused to aid them or allow of their being carried beyond 
I a certain limit. 

L But none the less the session which followed upon the 

I death of Sir John Macdonald was a severe strain upon the 
1 heart and mind of a man such as the Minister of Justice. 
[ It may as well be frankly admitted that the great Premier 
whom Canada had just lost forever, was not afraid to use 
I methods and means in building up the Dominion which 
would have been alssolntely impossible to Six John Thomp- 
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' son. They were necessary in the government of a new 
country, having crade and ill-defined institutions and 
atrong internal opposition ; permeated in many parts with 
lack of confidence in its own powers and resources and 
opportunities ; and possessed of an immense area together 
with small available means for the management of great 
party conflicts. 

In England party government is reduced to a science, 
and the vast sums of money required to manipulate elec- 
liona are never seen or perhaps heard of, by the heada of 
the organizations, except in the most vague and general 
way. But in Canada the barest expenses can hardly be 
met, and money for the most legitimate and necessary pur- 
poses is difficult to obtain. Ministers here are more or lesa 
the party managera — though the fact is to be regretted — 
and it is therefore easy for BOme of the money contributed 
by strong supporters to come, without corrupt intent or 
consequences, from men who have received, or might receive 
L in the future, an interest in government coatraets or 
■ appointments. 

r During the general elections the most wholesale and 
unfounded charges had been made aa to the " hoodhng '' pre- 
valent at Ottawa. It was alleged that the Departments 
e permeated with corruption ; that vast sums had been 
I obtained by members of the Government during many 
years past from contractors and others in order to purchase 
e constituencies ; that the Conservative ministers, mom- 
■bers and the government officials were all alike corrupt, 
Ktlr. J, Israel Tarte was elec;ted for a 'Juebec seat in order 
I ventilate his charges against the McGreevy's and Sir 
EHector Langevin, and the Rykert scandal was used as an 
f illustration of what was alleged to be the prevalent state 
■■of affairs. There was literally no end to the rumours cur- 
l rent when the Uou&e met in April, aad -giaesHiSv-^ SJoa 'w-acrj 
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connected with this situation had a natiu-al utft-ct upon t 
already enfeebled frame of the Premier. Be that as it may 
however, his death postponed for a time the action which 
had been commenced regarding the Tarte enquiry. 

Tliere is no doubt that Sir John Thompson's treatment 
of the Rykert ease durmg the previous session was approved 
by the country, Mr. J. C. Uykert had long been a popular 
and respected member of the Conservative party and it was 
hard indeed for the Minister of Justice to admit the unfor- 
tunate position in which the member for Lincoln had placed 
himself. But he did his duty in this aa in subsequent 
cases. Sir Richard Cartwright had moved on March 11th, 
1890, that Mr. Rykert's conduct had been " discreditable, 
corrupt and scandalous." It was claimed by him that the 
member for Lincoln had applied for and obtained certain 
Korth-Weat timber limits in the name of <me John Adams. 
The latter in consideration of this service was alleged to 
have agreed to assign to Mrs. Rykert, one-half interest in 
the limits, and to pay one-half of all the proceeds from the 
sale of timber thereon. And it was further stated that on 
January 16th, 1883, the sum of 874,200 was paid over in 
accordance with this agreement. Receipts, letters and 
other documents were produced in proof of the charges. 
This in brief was Sir Richard's ease, and he presented it in 
what the Minister of Justice termed a moat " inflammatory 



Sir John Thompson defended the Government from the 
charge that this was a part of any general system and 
showed that so far as they were concerned there could have 
been no more corruption in granting Mr. Rykert a tract of 
100 miles for a friend, than there had been upon one occa- 
sion under the Mackenzie administration when 200 miles 
had been similarly granted on the reconimendation of Sir 
Richard Cartwright himself. A few days later when the 
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debate was resumed, and after a brief but ablo speech by 
Mr. Blake, the Minister of Justice spoke out plainly and to 
the point ; describing the affair as " a ease in which the 
honour of Pai'Iiaraent is most deeply involved. I regard 
the authenticity of those letters as having been substan- 
tially established ; I regard this correspondence as a moat 
shocking correspondence, and one which appeals to the 
House as strongly as any ease could appeal to its considera- 
tion for justice, as ^ttrongly aa it can appeal to the mercy 
uf this House. ... I say that in the statements made 
by the member for Lincoln, he has failed to exonerate him- 
/ self of the censure which, the resolution of the member for 
South Oxford makes him subject to." 

He concluded by moving that the matter be referred 
to a committee, and so strongly had his preceding remarks 
convinced the House of his desire to do entire justice in the 
case, that Mr. Laurier supported the motion and added a 
somewhat unusual compliment : " I desire to say that after 
the strong declarations which have been made by the 
Minister o£ Justice, I am somewhat inclined to modify tho 
concluaions at which I had arrived," Eventually the 
Committee reported, and so unfavourably to Mr. Rykert 
that he resigned in order to avoid the threatened expulsion. 
. He was re-elected, but did not stand again in the ensuing 
1 general election. 

This case is of interest only as showing that no matter 
L how strong might be the personal and political reasons 
r against a given line of action, Sir John Thompstm was 
prepared to do his duty in the beginning of this regrettable 
i series of scandals as well as in the end. Of course, it wa." 
I impossible that ho should please his party antagonists 
I during the Session of 1891. Nothing but the expulsion of 
F half the Conservative members of the House, and the 
I retirement and prosecution of moat of the Ca.'c.\ii&'^ ^^-ov*.- 



212 LIFE AND WO«K OF 

ters, would have satisfied enthusiastic Liberals such as 
Tarte, Lister, McMuUen, Edgar, C^artwright and Charlton. 
But moderate men were pretty well satisfied that the 
abuses which had undoubtedly grown up during a dozen 
years of power would be rectified if the Minister of Justice 
could have his way. And after Sir John Macdonald's 
death there was no one in the Government who was pre- 
pared to dispute his practical, if not nominal, supremacy. 
So that the appeal made by Mr. Abbott in the Senate a 
couple of months after his accession to the Premiership 
was looked upon in the country as a fair indication of the 
new Government's policy : "I would ask the hon. gentlemen 
opposite to join with us in trying to find out what the 
facts are about this alleged rascality. We ask them to 
give us the benefit of their experience in this enquiry, to 
assist us in ascertaining the facts and placing them before 
the public, in order that they may be dealt with properly, 
and, if found guilty, that summary vengeance may be 
exercised upon those who are found guilty of appropriating 
public money — stealing — be they high or low." 

The charges against Mr. Thomas McGreevy, M.P., 
were of a very serious nature. They were important 
because they affected the reputation of a prominent Con- 
servative member of the House who had b^en the party's 
treasurer for many years in Quebec, and who was known 
to be a brother-in-law and intimate friend of the Minister 
of Public Works. They were important as indicating that 
Sir Hector Langevin had been either careless or criminal in 
a portion of his long administration of that Department, 
and as showing much looseness of principle to be prevalent 
amongst certain Quebec politicians. Sir John Thompson 
had already declared at Halifax th it neither he nor the 
Government would defend Mr. McGreevy, or excuse him if 
guilty. 
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Mr. Tarte in this matter weis a man with a miaaioii. 
He had not always been ao, and had at one time been 
under the ban of the Liberal party as an alleged " Tory 
corruptioniat." The public interest, however, in his first 
speech and motion had been very great for some time, and 
the galleries of the House were crowded when on May 1 1 th 
the slenderly-built, wiry little man, with glossy black hair, 
and wearing a fashionable coatume, rose to hia feet. Brietty 
summed up, the charges may be found in the following 
paragraph from hia speech : 

" Since 1882 or 1883, the secrets of the Department of 
Public Works have been penetrated and divulged for 
money considerations to public contractors by the hon. 
member for Quebec West, Mr. McGreevy, and according to 
the evidence I have got in my hands, money has been paid 
year after year on contract after contract, large sums of 
money ; that during that period of time he baa used his 
influence aa a member of the Quebec Harbour Commission 
against the public interest on numerous and important 



Various documents had been obtained through a 
quarrel between the brothers, Thomas and R. H. McGreevy, 
and were certainly very damaging in their nature. The 
claim was made that Sir Hector Langevin was implicated, 
and that large sums received from the interested contrac- 
tors had gone into the campaign fund of the Conservative 
party. Mr. McGreevy, of course, denied the chargea, and 
the Minister of Public Works demanded the fullest inves- 
tigation. By permiaaion of the Government, the whole 
matter was relegated to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections, and the ensuing inquiry was most thorough— .j 
both sides showing every dispoaition to get at the truth,] 
e Government retained Mr. B. B. Osier, Q.C, to help in 
J examination of witnesses. Finally, on. ttva 'L^'Oo. tA 
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August, the Committee met to conaider their report, and 
its preparation was referred to a Sub-Oommittee composed 
of three Conservatives — Sir John Thompson, D. Girouard, 
and Michael Adams ; and two Liberals — the Hon. David 
Mills and the Hon, L. H. Daviea. 

Naturally, they could not agree, the chief point of 
difference being the amount of responsibility which ought 
to be borne by Sir H. Langevin in the scandalous trans- 
actions proven to have taken place. Ultimately, a majority 
and minority report were presented to the House. The 
former, prepared largely by Sir John Thompson, concluded 
with the statement that "the evidence does not justify 
them in concluding that the Minister knew of the conspir- 
acy before mentioned or that he willingly lent himself to 
■ its objects." The latter alleged that the fruits of the frauds 
went into the pockets of the contractors, towards the funds 
of the Conservative party, or to the support of Le Monde, 
Sir H. Langevin's paper. Both reports were considered by 
the House on Sept. 21st, and, after a prolonged debate, the 
majority one was carried on a party vote of 101 against 
86. An amendment moved by Mr. McCarthy, acquitting 
Sir Hector of connivance but finding him guilty of inex- 
cusable neglect, was voted down. 

The expulsion of Mr. McOreevy followed upon the 
motion of the Minister of J'ustice, and a little later Sir 
Hector Langevin practically closed a prolonged political 
career of much useful service to his country, by resigning 
his place in the Ministry. Prosecutions were afterwards 
instituted by the Minister of Justice against those concerned 
in the frauds, and several convictions were obtained. 
Speaking at Perth on the Slst of November following, Sir 
John Thompson deelared that the Minister of Public 
Works had no knowledge of thu roblierj' which had been 
^oing on, but that he had fully »iwopl.^'il tha doctrin-? of 
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I responsibility for what took place in liia Department by 
resigning his position. And then he strongly denounced 
the Opposition, and at the same time explained the difficult 
position of the Government in attempting to do its duty 

. under circumstances which would have been, from a party 
standpoint, greatly improved by a restriction of enquiry 
and a stifling of investigation . 

" While our attitude was that of challenging inveati 

L gation, inviting investigation even to the extent of paying 

f the expenses of counsel who conducted the investigation 

J behalf of our opponents, what was the attitude of tht 

Opposition ? Why, during the discussion of these mattert 

in the House of Commons, instead of feeling themeelveS 

. impressed with the responsibility of judges, and the 
responsibility of being fair between man and man, every 
insult that could be heaped upon the accused member was 
rung out amidst the wildest cheering of the Opposition. 
When they were deliberating upon the question of whether 
a man should be found guilty of corruption or not, every 
incident of his political career, or the career of the men 
associated with him, was flung in his face; and the tribunal 
of the House was lowered as it never was before. As time 
went on and public feeling was arou.sed and excited by the 
reports of these scandals, finding that opportunity waa 
given hy the Government for wide investigation, they 
became holder in their charges, and towards the close of 
the Session it came to this, and it has been in this state 
for some time past, that a public man has only to be 
accused in order to be adjudged guilty." 

A lot of minor departmental scandals were unearthed, 
and considered by different committees. It soon became 
evident that a very loose idea of public morality had pre- 
vailed for a long time in various branches of the public 
service. But there was really nothing perso-a^V-^ *uatxv»;^ 
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provei! agiiiiiat the Miiiisfcers. thouffh in one or two cases, 
carelessness in looking after their subordinates waa very 
clearly indicated. The light that waa shed upon the whole 
system of Departmental Government was so keen and 
aearching, that the session, disgraceful as its results were • 
in a certain sense, unpleasant as they were to the Govern- 
ment and the country, could not but do a great deal of 
good in purifying the service and lopping off the excre- 
Bencea of corruption which had developed during a long 
term of office. Sir John Thompson, as leader of the House, 
gave every possible aid to the investigations, and it is 
probable that had the desire of the Opposition to obtain 
potilical capital not been so keenly exhibited, even greater 
good would have resulted. As it was. many officials were 
dismissed or suspended, and others prosecuted and punished 
Upon conviction. But the lierce party feeling which was 
aroused by the Liberal method of pushing charges in all 
kinds of directiiins, often with very Uttle proof, and chiefly 
with a view to picking up something damaging to the 
Government, was so exasperating that the Minister of 
Justice often found it difficult to keep his followers in line. 
As an illustration of this, the chiirges against the Hon. 
Mr. Haggart, then Postinaater-Gleneral, may be mentioned. 
Mr, Lister, of Lambton. whoso fighting characteristics were 
fully exhibited during this stormy session, rose from his 
place in the House on the 23rd of September, and stated 
that to the best of his knowledge and belief, Mr. Haggart 
had been interested in thu profits of a contract obtained by 
Alexander Manning, Alexander Shields, and others in the 
year 1879, for the construction of a branch of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway from Port Arthur to Rat Portage; that 
while a member of Parliament he had received large sums 
of money from these contractors wJiich he had used for 
political purposes or had permitted the company to pay to 
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other members of the Government for the same ohject. 
It may be readily imiigined that auch a, wide and far r 
ing inquiry us was thus asked for in the dying days of ■ 
prolonged session was almost too much for the ' 
legislators to endure. 

Mr. Haggart gave a prompt denial, and stated that the 
L same charges had been made in 1880. when a Royal Com- 
mission was appointed to inquire into all matters eoonected 
f with the C P. R. In the evidence given before that body 
I he had sworn positively that no such sums had ever beeuj 
I paid to him, or that he had any personal interest whatevej 
in any contract with that railway. Mr. Peter McLaren 
in whose name his stock was said to have been kept, had* 
made at the time a similar declaration under oath, and 
they were both ready to repeat it. Sir John Thompson 
pointed out that Mr. Lister had so worded his charge in 
requesting a committee of investigation, that no responsi- 
bility would lie upon his shoulders in the event of his being 
unable to prove the statements made. He added that thej 
Independence of Parliament Act could not be considereS 
as infringed by a matter which had occurred during th^ 
lifetime of a Parliament long since superseded, and went 
on to claim that the whole thing was a mere scheme to fish 
Dp a little mud from the bottom of some old political 
" Here is an accusation laid as the basis for c 
BStigation as to things which occurred twelve years a^l 
latrainst a Government, only one member of which sits i 
r the House, and against that member there is not the slight-^ 
I est insinuation in this case. Under these circumstances 
1 let US consider whether there must not in reason t 
^ limit to the extent to which we are to go bock." 

The motion was rejected by the usual party vote, and 
I two days later Mr. Hsi^gart laid on the table a statutorj 
I declaration by Mr. Peter McLaren, in which Vw, ■«= 
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tlie fruthfulneis of the Postmafiter-Generara statements, 
ftntl explicitly denied the charge of corrupt paynienta to 
the Government. A little before this the Coehrnne scandal, 
in which the member for East Northnmlwrland was accused 
of having trafReed in Government offices in his con- 
stituency, had been investigated, and the majority report 
had admitted improper transactions, but cleared Mr. 
Cochrane personally. The int|uiry into the Printing Bureau 
management resulted in the bitterest and most disgraceful 
wrangles of the whole session. It is almost impossible to 
discern the rights of this matter amid the partisan storms 
by which Mr. Chapleau's connection with it was sur- 
rouuded, and in any case it would be useless to attempt it 
here. 'J"he brilliant French- Canadian orator has done liis 
country splendid service in his day, despite any looseness 
of business management which can be charged against him 
in this connection, and he may do it still more. 

But all these complicated questions, violent discus- 
aioua, prolonged committee investigations, and the per- 
sistent abuse in Parliament, and in a portion of the press, 
made this session the most arduous since Confederation for 
the Leader of the House. 

The air became somewhat purified after the adjourn- 
ment, and much good was expected from a bill introduced 
by the Premier in the Senate, and carried through both 
Houses early in September, providing for the suppression of 
frauds against the Government. So also from the Royal Com- 
mission appointed to enquire into the working of the Civil 
Service. It must, however, have been an immense relief 
to Sir John Thompson when the murky cloud which had 
for so many hot and weary months rested like a pall over 
Parliament Hill was at last removed, and he was able to 
give to his department and to puhhc business, time which 
had BO long been given to debate upon most disagreeable 
[sabjects, and to party tactics wbiot He nevet VvWad. 



SIB JOHN THOMl'SON, 



CHAPTER Xn. 



Redistributios and the Bve Elections, 

To the people of a young country the census is always 
u,n interesting consideration. To the politicians in Canada, 
where a redistribution of the seats takes place every 
decade, should the movements of population warrant a 
change, it is of special interest. Much was expected from the 
census ot 1891, and the disappointment which followed was 
natural, though not altogether justifiable, A. few pessimists 
expected it to show a steady drain of population from the 
country, a decrease in the total number of its inhabitants, 
a lack of progress in manufactures, and in all the elements 
of prosperity. But optimists, on the other hand, hoped it 
would show a population of six millions at least, and a 
tremendous industrial development. 

An army of 4,300 enumerators and commissioners had 
been employed under the command of Mr. George Johnson, 
Dominion Statistician, and it was announced that the regu- 
lations respecting absentees, and the rules to prevent dupli- 
}■ cation, would be unusually stridt. In England it may lie 
' said that 4fl,000 enumerators, and in British India nearly 
one million men, were employed in the same work. The 
difficulties encountered in taking a Canadian census are by 
no means small. The immense area of the Dominion had 
to be traversed by every conceivable method of locomotion. 
A steamer amid the islands and indents of the Pacific 
coast ; pack-horses in the Rocky Mountain valleys ; dog- 
trains on the plains of the Saskatchewan ; canoes and port- 
ages in the great lake and river district to th& ■cs.'W^jS.n. *&- 
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Lake Superior ; buck-boards and boats on the prairies and 
in the rivers of Manitoba; a schooner in the Gult* of St. 
Lawrence ; slow and toilsome pedestrianism in Algoma and 
other districts. Three months, however, sufficed to give to 
the public the full returns. 

A summary of the results showed that the population of 
Canada had increased from 3.686,000 in 1871, to 4,324^,000 
in 1881, and thence to 4,829,000 in 189L The increase, 
therefore, during the preceding decade had only amounted 
to 504,000, and there was naturally a good deal of disap- 
pointment and dissatisfaction expressed. A section of the 
press was, if such a phrase may be used, almost jubilant 
in its sorrow. The census seemed to reveal a complete fail- 
ure in the vigorous efforts which had been made to promote 
immigration and to keep the people in the country, while 
by implication it was made to prove the absolute failure of 
the National Policy of protection. But second thoughts 
are proverbially best, and it was not long before people 
saw that there were two sides to the question. 

Upon reflection, it seemed clear that population, follow- 
ing the universal trend of modem society, had during the 
past decade drifted into the cities. In protectionist Canada 
as in free trade Britain, people had flocked to the centres 
of population and industry. The larger cities of the United 
States had attracted many in spite of the inferiority which 
most Canadians believe to exist in American institutions, 
customs and modes of life. The introduction of agricul- 
tural machinery had further helped to deplete rural popu- 
lations by doing away with much of the hired help for- 
merly required, whilst the decrease in the price of cereals 
had in all countries enhanced the tendency to prefer city 
work to farm life. Just as in many portions of the United 
States population had decreased through the movement to 
other parts of the country, so in Canada many sections had 
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been itilluenced by the pruximity of the United States, and 
it niuat be added, by the praiae o£ everything American, 
which lias been, as Sir John Thompson more than once said, 
soofben heard from the lips of certain Canadian politicians. 
To Mr. Abbott's Government the ioeal increases and 
decreases of population brought the unpleasant embarass- 
ment of a necessary redistribution of seats, and upon Sir 
John Thompson as leader of the House of Commons 
during the busy Session of 1892, fell the burden of the 
work in connection with this difficult and never popular 
matter. He was compelled to alter the representation in 
some places by cutting ofl' a member altogether, in others 
by adding one, and again in others, by a re- organization 
of the electoral limits. Abuse in such a case wafi inevi- 
table, and he had to bear the brunt of it. 

The Redistribution Bill was presented to the House 

ty the Minister of Justice, on April 24th. He commenced 

his speech in a jocular vein, which was rather imusual with 

him, and chaffed the Opposition upon their expectations 

of a pronounced genymander, a prolonged debate and a 

lengthened Session. " I am happy to know that the time 

of departure is very remote, indeed, and that there will be 

ample opportunity to consider all the merits of this Bill, 

and there are nothing but merits in it, I can assure my 

hon. friends opposite." Sir John then pointed out the 

[ necessity, under the terms of the British North American 

I Act, for the redisti'ibution of seats, and gave the figures 

f of the census returns as follows : 

1881. 1891 _ 

Ontario J,926,n22 2 120 989 

Oueboc 1,350,027 lUss'stJS 

Movft dcotio 440,672 '450' SKI 

New Brunawiok,,., 321,2.13 •vi^''ia* 

Prince Edward Island 10B.S91 leo'naa 

ManiUiba 62,260 1^442 

HritUh Columbia 4!1,450 os'tot 

Norbh-West, Temtoi-ieB 25,51fl niLsX 
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Under the provisions of the Act, therefore, the repre- 
sentation would have to be chauged in several Provinces 
as regarded numbem, and in all of them, so far as .the 
arrangement of constituencies was concerned. Ontario was 
entitled to retain its 92 members, and Quebec its 65 repre- 
sentatives. Nova-Scotia, with 21 members, was now only 
entitled to 20 ; New Brunswick, with 16 representatives, 
had to be cut down to 14 ; Prince Edward Island, which 
had six, could only retain five ; Manitoba having five, was 
entitled to seven ; the Territories would retain their four 
members, as would British Columbia, its old number of six 
representatives. But all over the Dominion population had 
fluctuated ; many cities had increased enormously in size ; 
and some rural districts had become entitled to increased 
representation, whilst others had decreased greatly in 
population. 

Beginning with Prince Edward Island, Sir John 
Thompson described the various changes, in a detail which 
it would be wearisome to repeat. Following the township 
lines in the Island, five constituencies had been formed 
averaging 22,000 of a population each. The only change 
in New Brunswick was the taking away of one member 
from the combined City and County of St. John's, wliich 
had formerly possessed two ; and the joining of the Coun- 
ties of Sunbuiy and Queen's, which together, only boasted 
a popniation of 17,000 souls. In Nova-Scotia, the two 
Coimties of Queen's and Shelbvime — one with 10,610 people, 
the other with 14,054 — were united, leaving the Pi-ovincial 
unit of population to a constituency, about 22,000. A 
number of changes were made necessary in Quebec, by the 
growth of Montreal. The Government's proposal was that 
Montreal and its suburb, Hochelaga, with a united popula- 
tion of 263.000, should have seven instead of four inemhci-s ; 
that a portion of the old constituencies of Montreal and 
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'Hoehelaga should be added to the Counties of Jacques 
?artier and Laval, so as not to increase the metropolitan 
ipreseutatiou unduly; and that the County of Ottawa 
flhould have the two members to which it was entitled. 
In order to make up the new consfcituenciea, those of Three 
Rivers and St. Maurice were joined, and other changea were 
made in the thirteen counties lying north of the boundary 
of the Province of Quebec to the County of Nicolet, They 
were only entitled to nine members, but were allowed to 
retain ten. Napierville and Vercheres were absorbed in 
surrounding counties, and St. John's and Iberville were 
united. 

Then the Minister turned to Ontario and remarked 
[that very few changes were proposed. Dr. Landerkin here 
Interposed one of those interruptions for which he is so 
well known in the House, by saying, " They are not needed." 
Sir John faced his opponent, and amid cheers and laughter 
rejoined : " I think there are some changes needed, at least 
in the representation of constituencies in this House. But 
have decided to leave that in the hands of the electors 
who are doing it ao admirably." As the Conservatives 
werc juat then sweeping the bye -elections, this little hit told. 
It was absolutely necessary to give Toronto another repre- 
sentative — in the city itself there weis a strong demand for 
more than one — and to also give an additional member to 
the rapidly growing population of Algoma. This was done 
by giving West Toronto two members and creating th^ f'nn- 
stituency of Nipissing. The two new seats thus giveii fee 
portions of Ontario, were obtained by a re-construction' of 
the constituencies in the Niagara Peninsula. 

It BO happened that there were in that district six 
aeate contiguous to one another, and each smaller in popu- 
lation than the ordinary unit of representation — about 
22,000. Monck had in round numbaia \^SWi -^^r^s^^-. 
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Haldimand, 16,000; North Brant, 17,000; and SouUi 
Norfolk, 17,000. The Govermnont, therefore, propoaerl to 
wipe out North Wentworfch, which returned a Liberal to 
Parliament, and Monek, which was repreaeuted by a Con- 
servative. The four constituencies remaiuiug were re-con- 
striicted so as to give an average of 23,000 people to each ■ 
one of the four representatives, instead of the previous 
average of 16,000 to each of the six representative! Othei 
changes were made throughout the Province, but none of 
very great iinportauce. Sir John Thompson claimed that 
those undertaken were all in the direction of equali- 
zation, and along lines which would make as little in- 
terference necessary with existing electoral diviaions as 
was compatible with justice: "The re-eonatruction which 
will take p!a«e is confined to Toronto, and in the group of 
districts about Lake Ontario, and every effort has been 
made to interfere as little as possible with the representa- 
tion as it exists at present on geographical lines." 

In Manitoba, Lisgar was changed by name into Selkirk, 
as being more historically appropriate ; the C^ity of Brandon 
was made a constituency ; and Marquette was divided, 
one-half being made into an electoral division under the 
appropriate name of Macdonald, after "the statesman 
who devoted so much of hia life to the development of the 
territories out of which the Province of Manitoba has been 
created." Some changes were made in British Columbia, 
byrWhich the New Westminster district was eniarged geo- 
:g.i^liically and given two representatives, while Yale and 
'Cariboo were joined to Kootenay and allowed one member. 
Vancouver kept its one representative, and Victoria retained 
the two it had previously possessed. Such is a bare outline 
of the measure. To either defend or criticise it is useless. 
It seems indeed to be the fate of all redistribution measures 
in Canada to possess such an environment of partisanship 
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aa to make fair diaCTiaaion almoat an impossibility. Only 
comljined action by the leadei-a of both parties woulJ 
produce a generally acceptable arrangement, and that would 
involve an abrogation of miniateriai responsibility which 
puts it out of the question. 

Sir John Thompson's proposals resulted in a long and 
acriinonioua conflict. The Conservative politicians and 
presis lauded them as fair, moderate and equitable; the 
Liberals did the reverse. The Montreal Herald, for 
instance, denounced the bill as "a plan for deliberately 
stifling the voice of the people," while the Toro;iio Mail 
published perhaps the severest criticism of the Minister of 
Justice which had yet appeared in Canada. And accord- 
ing to the conclusions of the same paper, the Conservative 
party under the redistribution measure stood to gain 
eleven seats, and to lose only four at the next general 
election. In the House the discussion was prolonged in 
speech, and minute in debate. Every one had something 
to say, and usually from entirely different standpoints. 

The address of Sir John ThompsoQ upon the second 
reading of the bill, was a closely reasoned and fair defence 
of the Government's position and of his own measure. 
Rising from his place on June 2nd, after an energetic 
speech from Mr. L. H. Davies, he first pointed out that the 
bill hail been introduced by the Governmont in the dis- 
charge of a compulsory, though unpleasant duty. " It was 
not introduced, nor was it propo.sed with any design to 
secure party advantage, and that I affii-m in the most dis- 
tinct manner. If the Government had de.signed to follow 
even the principle of re-adjustment by population, they 
would have made, with regard to each of the Provinces, a 
measure in which the application of the principle would 
have been far wider than it was in the present bill, and 
would have secured to them eminent party ailvao.ta.jjja.!' 
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He then apoke of Mr. Laurier'a amendment proyioainj 
a reference of the whole matter to a conference or coai 
mittee composed of both political parties, and denounced i^ 
as unprecedented and impracticable: "I have never hearq 
in all the history of Parliamentary proceedure, of a r 
tion bein^ brought forward, the object of which ^^ 
subject le^fislatioQ to the two political parties." 
example which was alleged to have been set by the Eng 
lish Parliament a few years before was one of many c 
in British history Etrising out of a deadlock between i 
Lords and the Commons. And the arrangement finally n 
in that case was not conceraing the details of the bill, ' 
upon the point whether it should form part of the genei 
franchise measure or not. The Minister of Justice wei 
on to say that the principle which it was claimed shouM 
guide such a conference, was that the equilibrium cxislioj 
between the two political parties in the country at the 
present time must be maintained ; " No more false principl^^ j 
could be allied with a measure of redistribution. What 
political party in this country has a vested right in the 
equilibrium of parties ? " 

He stated that not one of the papers criticising the 
measure had shown a carerul study of the bill, and then 
placed his views upon the general question very clearly 
before the House i " He should say that whenever a 
redistribution bill was brought forward and discussed, the 
first object members should set before them should be to 
interfere as little as possible with existing lines, and nut 
to interfere with them excepting some serious occasion 
called for it; but that when the serious occasion occun-ed tlie 
measure should be carried out without regard to tlie late of 
either political party, or to the equilibrium of parties." 

Later on in the Session, the Redistribution Bill 
with a few slight alterations, paaiwd the House, and beoame 
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the basis for the nest ensuing general election. Mean- 
time, on the sixth of April, Mr. J. D. Edgar had made 
voluminous and very serious charges against Sir Adolphe 
Caron, the Poat master -Gen oral. They extended in their 
application over a period of at least ten jeara, and stated, 
in brief, that the Minister had aided in his capacity as a 
member of the Commons, and of the Government, in 
obtaining subsides of fully a million dollars for the Quebec 
aud Lake St. John Railway. It was further alleged that 
Sir Adolphe during these years (1882-1891) had been a 
memljer of the Railway Company in question, and had 
received large sums of money from these subsidies, which 
he corruptly used in helping the election of himself, and 
certain supporters in diiferent Quebec constituencies. 

Mr. Edgar wished all these matters referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. Sir John Thomp- 
son in his reply pointed out what experience had proved 
during the preceding Session, and what he had himself 
consistently maintained even during that stormy period, 
that Parliament was not a suitable court to try cases of 
this nature. He concluded a speech of some length by 
refusing, on behalf of the Government, to consider the 
allegations in the way they were put forward by Mr. 
Edgar, stating very clearly the utter impossibility of the 
House consenting to a motion which involved the investi- 
gation of elections in some twenty-two Quebec constitu- 
encies during several general elections. Every opportunity 
would be given to a trial of the personal charges, but a 
Parliamentary consideration of the broad issues presented 
in a certain section of the chai'ges, would be as unconstitu- 
tional, as it was impracticable from the standpoint of 
propriety and the limitations of time. 

On the 4th of May, Mr. Mackenzie Bowell presented 
an elaborate motion which included every allegptiau'saailia. ■ 
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by Mr. Eldgar, escepting the paragraphs involving an 
investigation into past elections, and asked fur their refer- 
ence to a Royal Commission of two Jadgea. This was, of 
course, granted, and, eventually, the Hon, A. B. Routbier 
and the Hon. M. M. Tait, of the Quebec Bench, were 
appointed with full powers to try the charges referred to 
them by Parliament. Theu came the surprising refusal of 
Mr, Edgar to make his statements good, or to appear before 
the Commission on the ground that a portion of the original 
allegations had been eliminated. When the affair came 
before the House ^ain. Sir John Thompson dealt at length 
with this question, and pointed out that the I'arte charges 
did not form a precedent, as they referred to matters con- 
nected with the improper expenditure of public moneys by 
. the officers of a department On the other hand, Clause 10 
of Mr. Edgar's charges which had been eliminated wa9 " an 
attempt to try some sixty or seventy elections," some of 
them already tried or closed in the Courts. " I Juring all 
the practice of more than two hundred years, no such 
statement as that which has been eliminated from these 
charges has ever been preferred to the British House of 
Commons or any attempt made in that House to appoint a 
Commission on such a charge." 

And theu the speaker gave Mr. Mills a neat bttle bit 
of a lecture : " If you go back to the ages to which the 
member for Both well has gone, you can tind precedents for 
anything." But they were " ages to which no man claim- 
ing the name of Liberal should be otherwise than ashamed 
to go back, either for Parliamentary precedents or for the 
maxims of a political creed." He concluded with a denun- 
ciation of Mr. Edgar's attitude, which will pmbably be long 
remembered for its vigour and strengtli: " Did anyone ever 
hear of a man occupying so contemptible a position in 
public life as to make nine or ten of the gravest accusations 
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which can be made against a public man, depriving him of 
honour, of character, of title, oF a seat in this House and u 
seat in the Government, and when it is proposed that he 
should go before a judfje and give his evidence, shrinking 
behind the privilege of a member of this House and saying 
we had no right to call him there. If there ia an atom of 
manhood in his composition, body or soul, lie will meet the 
man he haa accused before any tribunal where British law 
will be administered and fair play will prevail." 

Eventually, the Royal Commission reported such evi- 
dence as they had to the House without comment, and about 
four months afterwards — on March 22nd, 1893— Mr. Edgar 
returned to the charge with a motion declaring that the 
evidence taken had established facts which should have 
prevented Sir Adolphe Caron from again becoming an 
adviser of the frown, and which rendered his incumbency 
of any office highly improper. Sir Adolphe defended himself 
vigonrously, and after some debate the matter was disposed 
of by the resolution being defeated — 69 to 119. 

Another matter which claimed much attention during 
this Session, both in press and in Parliament, waa the 
London election case. The charge in brief was that 
Judge Elliott, the revising barrister, had used his 
position to favour the Hon. Mr. Carling and to elect him 
in the teeth of an adverse majority. No one who knew 
the strict honour and honesty of Mr. (now Sir John) Carling 
would ever believe him guilty of benefiting by an act 
he understood to have been fraudulent. But at tlie 
time the whole question was so techuica' and so 
[y a matter of law, that the Liberals were fully 
jnstified in pushing its investigation in the proper quarters . 
and in the proper wny. When the subject came up in the ] 
House, however, as it did on several occasions. Sir John 
Thompson found it iicco^sary to protest against tha 
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aapersions which were cast upon Judge Elliott from a 
partisan standpoint, and to object — in reply to a speech 
made by Mr, Mulock when presenting some petitions from 
London — to the House of Commons entering into any 
enquiry of the kind in reference to County Court Judges. 

He pointed out that assaults upon personal character ; 
political attacks such as that of Mr, Mulock ; or the read- 
ing of anonymous newspaper articles, were not the way in 
which to try a judge or to claim the right to do so. " The 
progress of this debate illastrates the wiadom of the statute 
passed ten years ago, to provide another way of trying 
County Court Judges." The Minister of Justice deprecated 
the whole discussion, and especially in view of Mr. Lister's 
statement that there was no intention of impeachment or 
of making a formal request for the Judge's removal. 
Eventually, the matter was allowed to rest, and amidst strong 
protests from the Liberals Mr. Curling retained his seat. 

While these matters had been interesting Parliament 
and a section of the public, the people at large had been 
stirred up by a series of bye-elections which constituted a 
complete sweep for the Conservatives. There were many 
reasons for this success. During the elections of 1891, Mr. 
Blake had announced his retirement from political life, and 
the day after the election a lengthy document addressed by 
him to the electors of West Durham, but really to the people 
of Canada, was published. In it he vigorously denounced 
the Government's policy of protection, n,s might have been 
espetted, and also— as was not expected — I'epudiated the 
Opposition policy of Unrestricted Eecipi'ocity. He de- 
scribed the latter as involving direct taxation ; a uniform 
tarifl" with the United States ; discrimination against Great 
Britain; and ev^vy probability of ultimate annexation. 
Such a manifesto, proving as it practicaily did, the asser- 
tions made by Sir John Macdonald and the Conservative 
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party as to the meaning of the Oppoa iU oD platfariB, i 
really a Btaggeriog blow to the popularity at the I 
although it did not immediately effect tbnr positkn in 

still the baoyant hopes which sooo an»e 
fiting by the BcandaU of the sD<:ce«diQg Sesaioa. 

Bnt even this latter solace was tok^i away by the 
revelations which came from Qaebec The eomiption oi 
the Mercier Ministry wua the Conservative opportnnity. 
It soon became a case of fiofhting dirt with dirt, and the 
very violence of the Liberal charges at Ottawa btooght 
about a corresponding reaction in pablie opinion, when it 
was claimed that the very men who were posing as pcJiti- 
cal purista at the national capital had received and osed 
during the late elections large sums of money from the 
fund provided by Quebec boodlera. And it ia aate to say 
that whether people believed or not the tAtnrgen that Mr. 
Laurier had benefited in a political sense by them expen- 
ditures, they did very greatly dialiko his refosal to 
repudiate Mr. Mereier in the Provincial electiorw which 
ensued, as well as the practical support which )t« gave 
to the culprits in urging the people to vote againxt tl»e 
Conservative candidates, and "agaimit Lieut-Govem'w 
Angers," because of the tatter's dismissaJ of fais recreant 
ministry. 

These two causes contributed greasy to tbe marvellooo 
success of the Conservative party in the electiotiii, which 
resulted from the unseating of nnmerofu caodidat'!* in th« 
Courts, And added to them was the wave of if^tim^nt 
created by the death of Sir John A. Maolofiald, and the 
accompanying manifestations oE popular afle^ion and 
sorrow. The first of the bye etections had not, h'»wev*rr, 
been very favourable. Riebeliea went Liberal, atii in « 
speech delivered at Halifax shortly sft«rwar<lM, on %if> I'^th 
of January, Sir Jobo Tboiapnoa «x\\aMuA >3an t«»^>> ^^^ 
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due to the McGreevy influence, which in connection with 
the Richelieu and Ontario Navigation Company controlled J 
8ome 300 votes in the constituency. " We found," said he,l 
" as the result ol' that election, what we mi^ht have told I 
you before, that you cannot prosecute a man in the Court&V 
of Justice, and at the same time ask him to walk arm iaM 
arm to the polls with you. . . . My friends of the Opposi-1 
tion, we can afford to make you a present of Richelian.* 

On February 2nd, however, the victories commenced^ 
with Soulanges — which came back into the Conservative 
column — and was followed rapidly by the gain of Prince 
Edward County, the cfl,pture of Leanox, the carrying of 
East Elgin by 494 of a majority, the winning of South 
Ontario and East Hastings, the really remarkable victory 
of the Hon. J, G. Patterson in West Huron, tlio gain of 
East Simcoe, the election of Mr. Carling in London, and 
the capture of Two Mountains in Quebec. Such was the 
partial record of a month, followed by the unexpected 
capture of South Perth, which for eighteen years had been 
Liberal without a break ; the change in Mouck from a 
minority of 260 to a majority of 323 ; the victory in West 
Northumberland after a keen and bitter contest ; and the 
winning of East York after its vacation by the lamented 
death of the old-time and much respected Liberal leader, 
the Hon. Alexander Mackenzie. Many other seats were 
won in dilTerent parts of the country, and the Government 
of the Hon. Mr. Abbott found that instead of a fluctuating 
Parliamentary majority of about twenty, it possessed one 
of between aixty and seventy. And on the Queen's Birth- 
day of this year, the Premier who bad sacrificed so much 
of ease and comfort and health to the cause of his party 
and the country, was created a K. C. M, G., at the same 
time that Mr. Mowat, the distinguished Liberal Premier of 
Ontario, received a similar and deserved honour. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 
Sir John Thompson becomes Premier. 

For some time previous to the retirement of Sir John 
Abbott it had become clear that he could not remain at t}ie 
head of the Government very much longer. The Minister 
of Justice was during this period the practical chief of the 
Administration, as he had been the real leader of the Con- 
servative party since the death of Sir John Macdonald. 
And this can be said without in any way reflecting upon 
1 great services undoubtedly rendered by Sir J. J. C 
I Abbott in a time of trial and supramo party di£GcuIty. But 
Sir John Thompson was leader of the House of Commons 
and hia forceful character had ao impressed itself upon the 
country while he held that position, and events bad so 
clearly combined to make him the central figure in the 
politics of the hour, that it was not at all surprising to find 
him accepted by the public as the next Premier, long before 
tiie Governor-General had sent for him to form a ministry. 
The lo^c of circumstances is sometimes irresistible, and 
tihe rise oE a strong man in politics, as in most other mattei-s, 
F fa occasionally aided by the absence of qualifications which 
to many people may have appeared absolutely essentiaL 
Though gifted with rare ability Sir John Thompson pos- 
sessed one defect which seemed almost fatal to his success 
aa a party leader. In ordinary cases a man who aspires to 
control a democratic electorate and a complex political ma- 
chine, must possess the capacity of creating enthusiasm 
amongst his party followers and of aticcvQ.^ ■a'^ a. wste.'Q^'eoX 
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of warm personal allogiance. This the incoming Premier 
did not even pretend to or attempt. Yet it in probable that 
his dignified and reserved manner, combined with his repu- 
tation for honesty, kept at a distance the coiropt elementa 
which instinctively seek the political centre hero aa in otlier 
conntries, and helped his party through the critical scandal 
session and other unpleasant occasions, as no qualities of 
geniality, and mere personal graces of manner could have 
possibly done. 

Up to his time it is also very questionable whether a 
Roman Catholic could have maintained himself in the Pre- 
miership of Canada. Before Confederation it had been pos- 
sible, but under very different circumstances as regards 
population and balance of rehgious power. And the pecu- 
liar fortime which had compelled him to deal with such 
important issues in connection with race and creed, had 
apparently augmented this difficulty. But in reality it all 
tended to bring into prominence a question which the nation 
^if it were to be a nation — could only answer in one way. 
And that answer was greatly facilitated by the very strength 
of Sir John's convictions and the pronounced nature of liis 
stand upon the subjects with which he had had to deal. 
For Parliament, the party, or the press, to refuse under such 
c'rcumstancea to recognize him freely, fully, and honestly, as 
the heir to a position so well earned by abihty and service, 
was to put out of court one-third of the Canadian people ; 
shake the very basis of Canadian national life; and place the 
country finally under the fatal influence of bitter sectarian 
strife. It ia therefore probable that the absence of the very 
qualifications which might have seemed most essential to Sir 
John Thompson's rise in power and position, contributed 
rather than otherwise to his success in public life. But, of 
course, only the certainty of his great ability could have 
enabled him to make these hostile circumBtanees subservn 
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ienfc to personal uea Otherwise, his cold maimer would 
have involved Parliamentary unpopularity and losa of in- 
fluence as a leader, while the religious diffleulty would have 
hopelessly prejudiced any inferior man with a strong sec- 
tion of the people. 

On November 25th, 1892, the retirement which had 
been imminent for some time was announced, coupled with 
the fact that Sir John S. D. Thompson had been summoned 
by Hia Excellency the Earl of Aberdeen to form a new 
Cabinet. A correspondent of one of the papers went 
forthwith to interview the new Premier and in the course 
of the evening found him at his house in Liagar St., Ottawa. 
He deacribea a children's party which waa being held, with 
the usual merry-making, home-made tafly and other 
deUghta of childhood, and expresses surprise at the fact 
that Sir John was spending the evening at home " in the 
moat ordinary domestic manner imaginable." 

During the next few days the usual rumours filled 
the air with every variation of political speculation and 
partisan criticism. The newspaper correspondents were 
kept busy telegraphing surmises aa to the peraonnel of the 
new Cabinet. In one case it would be Mr. Meredith aa 
Minister of Justice ; in another, Mr. Christopher Robinson, 
Q.C., of Toronto; in another, some suggested arrangement 
with Mr. D'Alton McCaithy. One paper thought Mr. R 
S. White, M.P., waa going in ; another alleged that Mr. W. 
B. Ives, M.P., was to take Sir John Abbott's place a^ the 
representative of the Eastern Townships and the Protestant 
minority of Quebec ; another believed Mr. D. Qirouard, 
M,P., was coming in, and the Hon. Mr. Chapleau was going 
out. Finally, the new Government waa announced on the 
6th of December as follows : 
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Premier and Mirjisten' ai Justice Sir Johii 3. D. Thouipsoa. ^| 

Miniater of Trade and Coitimerue, . . ETon. Mackenzie ISowell. 

yostniMter-Goiieral Sir Adolplie C^ii-on, K C. M.O. 

Seeretfwy of State Hon, John CoHtigan. 

UiuiBter of Fiuauae Hod. George B. Foaber. 

" '■ Marine and FiaheHea. ..Sir C. H. Tupper, K.O.M.O. 
" " RailwajB and Cuiiiils. . . .Hon. John G. Haggarb. 

'• " Publio Works Hon. J. Alderin Ouimet 

" " Militia and Defa DEB Hon. J. C. PattErfloo. 

" " t!ie Interior.. ,...,, ....Hon. T. Mayne Dalj. ■ 

" " Agrioultura Hon. A. B. Angora. M 

Without Portfolio Sir Frank Smith, E.C.M.a. J 

" Sir John Darling, E^CM-O. ^| 

P,eaidBn6 of tlie ConncU Hon. W. R Ivea. H 

(In thB Ministry but not in Che Cabinet.) ^M 

Solicitor-Oeuaral , Hon. J. J. Curran, Q.CL 

Comptroller of CttHtonw Hon. N. Clarke Wallaoa. 

Comptroller of Inland Ravenna Hon. J. S. Wood, Q.C. 

There were a number of important changes in connec- 
tion with the new Government. The pixipoaed re-construc- 
tion of the Department of Customs, the estahliahment of a 
Ministry of Trade and Commerce, aDd the appointment of 
a Solicitor- General to relieve the Minister of Justice of 
Bome of hia too onerous duties, now came into effect. No 
better selection for head of a department dealing with the 
trade of the country could have been made than that of 
Mr. Mackenzie Bowell. His long control of the Customs 
and his interest in trade questions pointed him out as 
specially adapted for the post. The elevation of Mr. 
Curran and Mr. Wood was the reward of long party^ervice 
which no one could dispute, and gave thern positions which 
they were eminently fitted to fill. The appointment of Mr. 
Clarke Wallace was a stroke of political wisdom on the 
part of the new Premier. It not only brought to bis side 
in the Government the recognized head of the Orange order 
}n the Domiaioa, but it placed in control of the Customs a 
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businosB man whose administration has since been both 
able and popular. 

Mr. T. M. Daly, the genial member for Selkirk, Man- 
itoba, had succeeded Mr. Dewdney as Minister of the 
Interior a month before Sir John Abbott's reaignation, and 
he was confirmed in his place. Mr. W. B. Ives, M. P. for 
Sherbrooke, was a politician of long standing and bore the 
reputation o£ being a clear-headed and eminently successful 
business man. The retirement of the Hon. Mr. Angera 
from the Lieut. -Governorship of Quebec made room for the 
appointment of Mr. Chapleau to that position, and for the 
entry into national politics of one of the most interesting 
and honourable men whom Quebec has produced. Mr. 
Angers united culture and honour in public life with the 
fullest courage of his convictions, as he had shown in deal- 
ing with Mr. Mercier. 

The brilliant qualities of the Hon, Charles H. Tupper 
and his honest, straightforward administration of the 
Department of Marine and Fisheries pointed to his remain- 
ing in that position, while the financial skill of Mr. Foster 
was retained in the Department whose dry details and 
principles of management he had enlivened with such 
genuine eloquence. Circumstances caused the retirement 
of Mr, Carling from a post to which he had devoted much 
time and patient labour, but if he was no longer Minister 
of Agriculture, he had shortly afterwards the honour of 
receiving Knighthood from Hlt Majesty the Queen. So, 
with Sir Frank Smith, whose business shrewdness and 
experience made his advice invaluable to any Cabinet. 
Sir Adolphe Caron had not long before left the Department 
of Militia and Defence, in which he had done such really 
strenuous service during the rebellion, and he once more 
accepted the Postmaster-Generalship. 

Such was the composition of the Qovernmenfe •«^*3si. 
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Sir John Thoinpsou was now to lead amid the shoals and 
rocks wbieh ara always strewn bo plentifully before the 
ship of state. His acjession to nominal, as well as real, 
power was well received throughout the country. The 
Fi-euch- Canadian Gouseivative press was a unit in praise 
of the man and his record, his ability and his services. 
The Ottawa Citizen spoke of him aa " a statesman of the 
weightiest calibre, deep in his knowledge of human nature 
and human aSairs, of extensive reading and accurate and 
varied information, an orator and a tactician above all." 
It described htm as one in whom the country had full faith. 
The Toronto Empire declared that "in every duty to 
which the necessity of the hour ha^ summoned him, Sir 
John Thomp.son has been a coudpicuous success. He has 
been a brilliant Minister. He is the absolute master of the 
House of CoEnmona." The Toronto Globe announced that 
the man who by "pre-eminence of ability commands the 
Premiership," had at last got it, while the Montreal Herald 
with all its strong Liberal prejudices declared that " He 
has rendered the Conservative party more valuable service 
since Sir John Macdonald's death than perhaps any other 
living man could have done.' 

The Maritime Provinces were enthusiastic in expreaa- 
ing pride at the success of the leader from Nova-Scotia, and 
the press was almost united in praise of his personal quali- 
ties and admitted abilities. But the unpleasant religious 
issue refused to be entirely suppressed, aud the opiuion of 
militant Protestantism was voiced by the Toronto Mail of 
a short time before his accession to power, and by the 
Montreal Witness of the day after. The former declared 
it " difficult to believe that the political managers of the 
Orange order will be able to induce the order for the sake 
of spoils to trail the effigy of William III, behind apolitical 
confederate of the order of Father Petre." The latter 
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ODnounced that " Sir John Tiiompsan, nominee ot the 
Archbiehop of Halifax and disciple of the Jesuits, ha^i 
become by the people's permission, absolute ruler of Canada." 
It seemed useless to argue with this sort of spirit. It was 
pointed out that a Catholic Premier would be apt to hold 
the scales of justice very rigidly iu connection with those 
of hia own religion so aa to prove his entire freedom from 
bias or bigotry. It was urged that no man in a Canadian 
Cabinet, however strong might be his influence, could in 
these times of suspicion either counsel or practice an 
injustice towards any race or creed. 

But it was, of course, little use placing such consider- 
ations—to say nothing of facta regarding a statesman's 
honomable character and career — before men who did not 
believe that a Roman Catholic could posaeaa any qualities, 
good or bad, which were not subservient to the will of his 
C .iirch. Perhaps in this connection the brightest and best 
indication of what was really the opinion of a vast majority 
of Canadians found expression in the Globe's further com- 
ment upon the new Premier : " With the fact that Sir John 
Thompson is a Roman Catholic, we have nothing to do. It 
would be a poor tribute to the liberality and intelligence 
of the Canodian people if it were laid down that a Roman 
Cathoiie may not equally with a Protestant aspire to the 
highest office within their gift, and any attempt to arouse 
sectarian prejudice over his appointment will not make for 
the dignity of Canadian politics or the welfare of the 
country." 

In assuming the responsibilities of bis position, how- 
ever, the now leader was quite well aware of the difficul- 
ties before him. Canada will never be an easy country to 
govern, and whether its popular ruler be a Catholic or an 
Orangeman, an English- Canadian or a French -Canadian, 
he will have to encounter questions of the must <yju.tl.i£.<u3y^ 
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interest, and the raost embarasfiinof import. And in Bpoab- 
ing aume time after tbis with reference to the arduous 
work which had been done by Sir John A. Macdonald. the 
new Premier gave a striking description of the labours re- 
quired in the position which he was then himself filling. 
Day after day, he declared, was occupied by increasing toil, 
unwearying watchfulness and painful devotion to details. 
Night after night when men in all other occupations were 
enjoying rest in their homes, he would be at his work in the 
House of Commons, seldom leaving until early morning, and 
often beginning a long and arduous effort after midnight. 
This was the work which Sir John Tliompsou had now taken 
up in all its fulness, and that he never shrank from any 
portion of it.ia writ large in the history of the next two years. 
Meantime the four new Ministers had gone to their 
oonatituenta, and been re-elected by acclamation; Mr. 
Wallace, in West York, Mr. Wood in Brockville, Mr. 
'Ives in Sherbrooke, and Mr. Curran in Montreal Centre. 
The speech delivered by Mr. Clarke Wallace in the village 
of Weston upon the occasion of his re-election, on Decem- 
ber 2Ist, contained an interesting explanation of his rea- 
sons for accepting office, and concerning certain Orange 
objections to the new Premier. "Sir John Thompson," 
said the speaker, " is the Premier of Canada to-day, and 
some people have objected to him, not on account of his 
lack of ability, for he is one ot the ablest men in Canada; 
not because of his want of integrity, for no man's reputa- 
tion is more unblemished; not because of his want of 
devotion to the interests of his country, but, and I will put 
it plainly, because he is a Roman Catholic. I do not view 
it in that light. I do not consider that an objection to a 
man's becoming Premier of Canada." He then went on to 
say that he waa an Orangeman, and was proud of it ; that 
he had been one for almost a quarter of a century ; and 
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that he had been elevated to the highest position within 
the gift of the Orangemen, not only of CanaJa, but of the 
world. 

Bat nowhere in the principles of the Order could be 
found word or line which would prevent a Roman Catholic 
from the free exercise of his national privileges: "Sir 
John Thompson is a loyal (Janadian. Be has the same 
right as any man in this Dominion to accept the office of 
Premier, and as an Orangeman. I am bouad to support 
every man in the exercise of his constitutional rights. 
Therefore, I stand here to-day, on my obligations as an 
Orangeman, cousistently, squarely, and I believe properly." 
This manly speech by Mr. Wallace did much to place the 
new Premier in a better and truer light before a portion of 
the community which had been inclined, perhaps naturally, 
to feel considerably prejudiced against him. 

During the Session of 1892, immediately j^eceding 
Sir John Thompson's assumption of the Premiership, two 
evente hatl occurred which are worth being recorded. 
Reference has already been made to the Redistribution 
measure, to the Elliott case, and to the Caron charges In 
his motion regarding the Crown Prosecutions, instituted as 
a result of the Tarte-McGreevy investigation, and in the 
speech which accompanied it, the Minister of Justice amply 
vindicated his owu position and that of the Goveroment. 
His resolution as presented to the Kouse, on April 12th, 
was to the effect that all statements, admissions, and 
evidence produced before the Committees of the House, 
during the Session of 1S91, should now be available for 
use in the Courts ; that all clerks, stenographers, and other 
officials in the service of the House should Im eligible as 
witnesses ; and that all books, papers, and other ducuineutx 
which had been previously produced shoukl be once more 
brought forward, and used in the trials now beiu(f_ la«JiAf- 



tuted. The caaes oamed were those ^^iiist CoRoolly and 
McCJreevy for conspiracy; against John R. Arnold! for 
mal feasance in office; against Talbot and Laroae for con- 
spiracy ; and against eleven other persona or firms for the 
recovery of money. Some opposition was made upon 
constitutional grounds, but the motion waa, of eourae, 
carried, and enabled the Government to have everything 
that was possible done towards the conviction and punish- 
ment of those who had defrauded the country. 

On the 28th of June an incident happened which 
delighted the Convervative members of the House beyond 
measure, astonbhed the country and the Opposition, and 
perhaps surprised the Minister of Justice himself. Some 
days previous to that date, Sir Richard Cartwright had 
announced that he was going to say something which he 
wished the Leader of the House to hear, and intimated 
that he intended to address him personally and particularly. 
When the time came he made a characteristically strong 
speech; denouncing the judiciary in connection with the 
recent election trials ; the people for their action in return- 
ing so many " corruption ists " to the House in the bye- 
elections the Government for renewed evidences of 
boodling ; the Minister of Justice for having, as ho alleged, 
purchased a seat in Parliament, by obtaining in 1885 the 
appointment of Mr. Mclsaac, to a County Court Judgeship 
in Nov a- Scotia. 

If the speaker had intended to "draw" Sir John 
Thompson, he was for once successful. To the amazement 
of its members, the House listened to a speech which was 
absolutely stormy in its character, bitter in its invective, 
and personal in its application. It was a perfect whirl- 
wind of denunciation from a man upon whom the Commons 
was accustomed to look as the embodiment of dignity, of 
reserve, of suppression in language, and of moderation in 
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tone. But the delifrlit of the Conservatives was correa- 

pondingly great at the revelation of this new side to the 

' character of their leader, and in its particular application 

ui opponent whom many disliked personally as well as 

politically. 

The Minister of Justice commenced by endeavoring to 
find some reason for Sir Richard's effort in the dying days 
of the Session. " Perhaps," he said, " in ransacking hia 
speeches o£ the paat, he had found that there was some 
adjective which he had missed, and he wanted to get it 
before the House." Then he referred to the address just 
delivered, as " one of those war, famine, and pestilence 
speeehea which have so often carried the country for the 
Government." He denounced the Liberal leader who had 
turned and pointed at him as having shown an intimate 
knowledge of criminal law, and as having, no doubt, been a 
successful defender of dangerous criminals " Sir," said the 
Minister of Justice, *■ 1 decline the hon. gentleman's brief." 
Sir Richard Cartwright here interrupted with the remark, 
" You must have the fee first," and brought upon himself 
the following onslaught : " I have had some experience, 
both in defending criminals and in pi-osecuting them ; I 
have never shrunk in my calling, as a member of the Bar, 
from taking any man's case, no matter how desperate it 
might be, for the purpose of saying for him what he might 
lawfully say for himself ; but I have sometimes spurned 
the fee of a blatant scoundrel who denounced everybody 
else in the world, and was himself the most truculent 
savage of them all." 

This last tierce sentence was long remembered by those 
who heard it, and is still cherished by the many who have 
suffered personally from Sir Richard's own powers of 
invective. Then Sir John Thompson went on to declare 
that the hon. geuUemaa would rather an^ dajj u^-^^s^i Nia. 
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country and defame it than e^t his breakfast. " I, as a 
member of the Liberal -Conservative party, owe him such a 
debt of grittitude that if it shall be necessary to retain bis 
services in the party which he does not lead, and which 
would not have him for a leader, and which barely tolerates 
him as a supporter — if it be neceaaary in order to retain 
him in that capacity, I, for one, will propose a aubaidy to 
Parliament to keep him there." He defended the Judges 
of the Dominion; referred to the pride which Sir John 
Macdouald bad always taken in keeping the Judiciary free 
from the stain of partisan appointments ; explained clearly 
but briefly the reasons for the transfer of Mr. Melsaac from 
Parliament to the Bench, and his own recommendation of 
the selection, aside altogether from his personal elevation 
to a position which he had twice refused before finally 
accepting it; and vifjonrously denied the fitness of Sir 
Richard Cartwright to sit in judgment upon the Judiciary 
— " He above all others made in the same mould, which, 
thank God, nature broke when she cast him," 

Such, in a nutshell, was the famous speech which Mr. 
Lanrier characteiized in reply as a descent from " the 
language of Parliament to the invective of Pillingsgate." 
No defence of Sir Richard Cartwright is required in this 
connection. He can always take care of himself. Nor is 
it necessary to criticise Sir John Tliompson for the unique 
character of this utterance. That it was unusual is suffi- 
cient evidence of the tremendous provocation under which 
it was delivered, and that it was instinct with all the 
vigourous invective of a strong and generally suppressed 
nature, simply proves that the Minister of Justice was a 
man and not a. saint, and that while his passions were as a 
rule thoroughly controlled, yet they could at times burst 
out and show his opponents that he was well able Lo 
snewerSre with fire. 
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CHAPTER SIV. 

Manitoha Schools' Leoislatioh. 

Manitoba haa contributed several ditficult problems for 
[■ national solution. It produced Riel ; it developed a hot 
[ agitation for Provincial rights ; it haa given the Dominion 
a separate school question. Struggles over I'eligioua educa- 
tion are, of course, by no means uncommon in Canada, and 
the one which Sir John Thompson had to deal with has 
been neither better nor worse than difficulties in the same 
connection which most other countries have at times had to 
face. Prior to 1863 Ontario was torn with dissensions con- 
cerning its educational Bystem, and the Hon. George Brown 
led in an agitation against Komaa Catholic separate schools, 
which was as earnest as it was finally ineffectual. 

The result of this prolonged conflict was that it became 
tolerably clear, for good or ill, that it was impossible to 
harmonize Protestants and Eoman Catholics upon the 
( question of education, and that it only remained for the 
framers of Confederation to effect some compromise by 
which a Pi-otestant minority in Quebec and a Roman 
Catholic minority in Ontario should be provided with a 
secure system of separate schoolfl. This was achieved by 
giving them in each case a constitutional guarantee of all 
rights and privileges existing at the time of tlie Union. 
They wore, necessarily, subject to the jurisdiction, in other 
respects, of the Provincial Legislatures; and, curiously 
enough, the concessions made to the supporters of minority 
schools in each of these two Provinces have been the cause 
of complaints from the religious majority. The sfeijMi^Jjt 
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schocde, therefore, have had nothing to complain of in 
either Ontario or Quebec. 

But in Manitoba it has been very different. The Bya- 
tem was not the same as elsewhere ; the Province did not 
enter the Dominion under similar conditions ; and the fate 
of the schools haB since become involved in the general and 
complex question of Provincial rights. Manitoba entered 
the Union in 1870. The population was about equally 
divided, between Catholics and Protestants, and as a large 
influx of French Canadians was expected in the futui'e, it 
was at that time very generally believed that the balance 
would be more evenly preserved than has been the case. 
Under these circumstances the Dominion Parliament had to 
consider the power which it might be desirable to invest 
the future majority with, and. following the precedent of 
the Confederation Act, authority was given to the Legis 
lature over education, subject to the preservation of righttt 
existing at the time of the Union. And it was afterwards 
claimed that the privilege of an appeal to the Governor- 
General -in- Council was also allowed in the event of any of 
those rights being infringed. 

It has been since admitted that no law, ordinance or 
regulation existed at the time of union with respect to edu- 
cation. The point of the future dispute turned, therefore, 
upon how far the " practice " then prevalent was a privi- 
lege and right under the laws. Archbishop Tache, whose 
evidence in the subsequent Barrett ease was accepted as 
accurate and complete, states that there were a number of 
effective schools for children, some of them being regulated 
and controlled by the Koman Catholic Church, and others 
by various Protestant denominations. The means required 
for the support of the Catholic schools were supplied partly 
by fees and partly out of funds contributed to the Church 
by Its members. During this period neither Catholics nor 
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Protestants had interest in or control over any schools but 
those pertaining to their respective beliefs. 

In 1S71, shortly after joining the Dominion, a law 
was passed by the Manitoban Legislature which established 
a system of denominational education in what were then 
called the common schools. By this act twelve electoral 
divisions, comprising in the main a Protestant population, 
were to be considered as constituting twelve Protestant 
school districts, under the management of the Protestant 
section of the Board of Education. Similarly, twelve dis- 
tricts, made up chiefly of a Koman CathoUc population, 
were constituted an equal number of Cathohc school dis- 
tricts, and were placed under the control of the Catholic 
^.section of the Provincial Education Board. Each school 
division raised the contribution required in addition to the 
amount given from the public funds, as might be decided 
at its annual meeting. And without the special sanction 
of ita section of the Board of Education, only one school 
could be established in each district. 

Changes suited to the differing proportions of the popu- 
lation were made in 1875; but the general principle was stm 
maintained. And the system cannot be said to have worked 
badly, or to have caused any very serious trouble be- 
tween the religious divisions of the Province. In ls90, 
however, a portion of the sectarian wave which had failed 
to engulf Ontario, overcame the Protestants of the Prairie 
Province — now in a large majority — and the Premier, Mr. 
Thomas Greenway, with his able lieutenant, Attorney-Gen- 
eral Martin, seized the favourable and popular moment to 
establish a common school system. By the Act then passed, 
aJl school taxes, whether derived from Protestants or Catho- 
lics, were appropriated to the support of the new public 
schools, and the old arrangements constituting two Boards 
of Educatatm, were of course repealed. Needless to say the 
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Roman Catholics all over the Dociinioii were seriously 
aroused by this action. It seemed to threaten their rights 
everywhere as well aa those they claimed in Manitoba. 
Streouofis pressure was brought to bear upon the 
Domiuion Government to disallow the Act as infringing the 
rights of the minority. A petition dated 6th March, 1891, 
and signed by the Roman Catholic Archbishops and Bishops 
of the Dominion, was presented, stating that both the 
Schools' Act and the one abolishing the dual language sys- 
tem in Manitoba were " contrary to the deareats interests " 
of a large portion of the loyal subjects of Her Majesty ; con- 
trary to " the assurances given during the negotiations " 
which determined the entry of the Provinces into Confed- 
eration; contrary to the terms of the British North 
America Act, and of the Manitoba Act ; contrary to the 
principles of public good faith. A little later, on April 4th, 
the French press of Quebec, published a pastoral letter, 
issued by Cardinal Taschereau and the hierarchy of the 
Province, which was rea,d in all the Catholic Churches, 
and claimed that the legislation in question would " destroy 
the faith of the Catholic children " of Manitoba, and would 
" despoU the Church of its sacred righta" It urged once 
more " the control of the Church over the education of 
Catholic children in the schools," and called upon all Catho- 
lics "to pray and to work for justice." 

Following, however, the precedent set in the Jesuita 
Estates Case, the Public Schools' bill was allowed by t 
Government to go into operation, as well as the on^ 
abohshingthe official use of the Fr 'iich language in the P 
vincial Legislature. But in the case of the Schools' Act thoj 
Government intimated its wiUingneas to pay the expenf 
involved in testing the constitutionality of the measui 
Meantime, appeal had been entered by Mr. J. K. Be 
Winnipeg, in the interest of the local Catholic rat 
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and against two eity by-laws which imposed a. rate of taxa- 
tion upon Catholics and Pi-otestauts alike, for the suppoi't 
of the public schools. He claimed that the old law waa 
still in force, and based his case upon the 22nd section of 
the Manitoba Act, under which the Province entered the 
Union, and which states that " Nothing in any such law 
(Provincial) shall prejudicially affect any right or privilege, 
with respect to denominational acliools, which any class of 
peraons have by law or practice in the Province at the 
Union." 

The Manitoba Qovernment maintained, as against this 
plea, that a Separate School system was not really in exist- 
ence prior to the Province entering the Confederation and 
that consequently the Roman Catholic minority posRcssed 
no guarantee whatever. On the 2nd of February, 1891, 
the Court of Queen's Bench in Manitoba had sustained the 
validity of the Act, three Judges being fa\'onrable and one 
opposed. Chief Justice Taylor gave an able review of the 
case, holding in substance that the genera] educational in- 
terests of the people had been dealt with under the dispu- 
ted legislation and that no rights or privileges posaesaeJ 
before confederation hail been affected. Mr. Justice Dubuc 
— a French -Canadian — dissented and upheld the Catholic 
contention. The case was at once appealed to the Supreme 
Court of Canada, 

Towards the end of October judgment was given by 
the latter body declaring the Act ultra vires, allowing 
the appeals, and quashing the city by-laws. Chief Justice 
Ritchie in presenting the unanimous decision of the Court 
hi'ld that the Act of Union prohili ed the abolition of 
t'ep irate Schools by Local Legislatures. There was, of 
course, great escitement in Winnipeg over the result, and 
the Local Government anno'ii c d its intention of at once 
appealing the case to the Imperial Privy Council. At the. 
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aime time a similaT test case on behalf of the Church of 
England in Manitoba, and claiming the right of that body- 
to have separate schoola, on the ^ound that the Episcopa- 
lians had pOBseased parochial schoola prior to the Uniunj 
was also sent forward on appeal. Late in July, 1892, the 
decision of the highest Eritisli Court of Appeal upheld the 
Manitoba Courts, declared the legality of the Act of 1890, 
and reversed the judgment of the Supreme Court of the 
Dominion, Meantime, in advising the Governor- General - 
in-Council to allow the Act in due course. Sir John Thoiiip- 
80D as Minister of Justice, submitted a Report on March 
2l6t, 1891, which has since been the cause of considerable 
controversy. He reviewed the admitted legal powers of 
the Provincial Legislature with regard to education, and 
the questions of fact, of practice, or of privilege which he 
declared it would be wiser to leave to the decision of the 
Courts, than for any Government to attempt to deal with. 
" If the appeal should be successful these Acts will he an- 
nulled hy judicial decision and the Roman Catholic minority 
in Manitoba will receive protection and redress." He then 
pointed out that if on the other hand the legal controversy 
should result in the Manitoba Courts being sustained the 
time would come for consideration by the Government of 
the various petitions which had been presented on behalf 
of the ministry, under the terms of a portion of Section 22 
of the Manitoba Act which reads : " An appeal shall lie to 
the Governor- General -in -Council from any act or decision 
of the Legislature of the Province, or of any provincial 
authority affecting any right or privilege of the Protestant 
or Homan Catholic minority of the Queen's subjects, in rela- 
t*on to education." . . . Parliament may make remedial 
laws for the due execution of the provisions of this section, 
and of any decision of the Governor-General-in-Council." 
It has often been said since, that Sir John Thompson 
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expected the Schools' Act to be declared ultra vires, and 
did not anticipate that thia right of appeal to the Govern- 
ment would ever be asked for or utilized. But his language 
in concluding this Report does not seem to admit of two 
meanings : " Those sub-sections contain in ett'ect the provi- 
sions which have been made as to all the Provinces, and 
are obviously those under which the constitution intended 
that the Government of the Dominion should proceed if it 
should at any time become necessary that the Federal 
powers should be resorted to for the protection of a Protes- 
tant or Roman Catholic minority against any Act or deci- 
sion of the Legislature of the Pi-ovince or of any provincial 
authority, affecting 'any right or privilege' of any such 
minority ' in relation to education.' " 

Upon the decision of the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council being announced, the agitation for an appeal 
to the Government and for remedial legislature was 
renewed, and, of course, drew increased strength from the 
Report just quoted, although Sir John afterwards claimed, 
and especially in the House during a debate on April 26th, 
1894, that he only referred to the petitions received at that 
time and took this method of indicating that they could 
not then he considered while the matter was still pending 
in the Courts. Strong language was used upon both sides 
in connection with the possibility of executive interference. 
The Toronto Mail declared on August 2nd that " the 
tribunal of last resort has pronounced Manitoba free ; and 
free that Province shall be if the English population has 
any voice in the government of this country." Mr. Mercier, 
speaking in Montreal on February 23rd following, urged 
with equal emphasis upon the people of Quebec that " we 
must put aside all the divisions and hatreds of the past, 
and join in a fraternal union to place two millions of 
French Canadians a^inst the oppression of th* ^Siissi 
Provinces." 
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MeaDtime the Dominion Government had appointed a 
Sub- Committee of Council composed of Sir John Tliomp- 
Bon, the Hon, Mr. Bowell and the Hon, Mr. Chapleau, to 
hear the appeals which had been previously presented, and 
to listen to Mr. Joljn S. Ewart, Q.C., of Winnipeg, on behalf 
of the petitioners. On November 27th, Mr. Ewart intro- 
duced his case and made a stront; deliverance, and on 
January 6th following, the Sub-Committee reported to the 
GoverDor-Oeneral-in-Council a synopsis of the whole matter, 
prepared, in all probability, by Sir John Thompson, and 
recommending that another hearing should be given in 
which the Government of Manitoba might be represented. 
The Provincial Ministry refueed, however, to consider the 
question as in any way open or to send a representative. 
The Report also indicated certain bases for consideration as 
to whether the Governor-General -in-Council really had the 
power to grant remedial legialation under existing circum- 



These suggestions were subsequently brought before 
the Supreme Court in the form of six questions, and were 
dealt with on February 26th, 1894, by a judgment of 
interpretation, which held that the Roman Catholics had no 
ground upon which to ask for such legialation. The Court 
stood three to two upon the question, Mr. Justice Sedge- 
wick not taking part in the case as he had assisted in its 
preparation while acting as Deputy-Minister of Justice. 
Curiously enough, Mr, Justice King, who, as Premier, had 
many years before assisted in abolishing the New Bruns- 
wick Separate Schools, supported the Catholic contention, 
while Mr. Justice Tascherean, a French Canadian, opposed 
the claims of his own co- religionists. Incidentally, this 
illustrates the high character of the Canadian Judiciary, 
From this decision the minority once more appealed to the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, and it was not 






Sttt JOHN THOMPSOlf. fio5 

Until affcor the death of Sir John ThoTiipson that a deciaton 
was finally reached by that distinguished body, declaring 
(hat the Dominion Government under the British North 
America and Manitoba Acts did possess the right to £rraut 
the remedial legislation wliieh had been so clearly forO' 
shadowed as constitutionally possible by the Minister ot 
Justice's famous Heport in 1891. 

FoUowiog upon the Government's assumption of judi- j 
eial functions in connection with the hearing of the peti- 
tions, and prior to the submission of the new phase of thoi 
question to the Imperial Privy Council, an interesting 
debate took place in the House of Commons on March 6th, 
1893, which waa eng^eered by that master of political 
fireworks, Mr. J. Israel Tart«. The member for L'lalet bad 
just returned from a campaign in his constituency during 
which he had vigourously abused the Judiciary of Quebec, 
and threatened innumerable revelations of Tory and 
national corruption. He was, therefore, in splendid trim 
to fight on behalf of the Manitoba minority, or in fact, 
apon any other question which might injure the Govern- 
ment of the day. His motion expressed " disapproval of 
the action of the Government in dealing with the Manitoba 
school question, and in assuming to be possessed of judicial 
functions conflicting with their duties aa constitutional 
advisers of the Crown." 

His speech was, as nsaai, rather interesting, and intro- 
duced, aa waa also generally the case, a new charge. He 
declared that in December, 1890, when the general elec- 
tions were coining on, Mr. Chaplcau had been sent as a 
delegate from the Government to seu Archbishop Tach^, 
who was then in Montreal, and that during the interview 
which took place he made distinct and formal promises aa 
to Conservative policy in the Manitoba Schools' question. 
The impolsive Frenchman then pointed trium^han,t.l^ <ift 
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the report of the Minister of Justice lu the month of March 
following, as being the public jjledge resulting from the 
private promisee. Of course, this statement aroused con- 
Bidoi'able discussion, although Mr. Tarte's tendency to make 
rash and in-espousible charges at a niouient'a notice, hardly 
made it a matter of impoitauce. In a suhseqiiont criticism 
of the member for L'Islet, Mr. Lariviei'e, a Conservative 
member from Manitoba, was decidedly witty. He declared 
that Mr. Tarte "had belonged to all parties, past and 
present {and he was going to say, future) in Canada. He 
had said that he came to the House as a Conservative to 
make the party pure, and what was the result ? Mr. Tarte 
was the fii'st man to be out of the party." 

Sir John Thompson in his reply made a lengthy and 
elalwrate defence oE the Government. It cannot be said 
that he had a sympathetic audience. However wise might 
be the action of the MiniRtry in exercising care ; in giving 
every side a fair and full hearing; in having every legal 
peeurity for its policy in the pi-emises; the delay could 
hardly be popular with the great body of ministerial 
supporters from the West or from Ontario. They wanted 
the question out of the way, as did the Opposition mem- 
bers from the latter pixjvince, and disallowaooe was so 
against the current of thought and sentiment in Ontario 
that the principle of full justice to a minority hardly 
obtained fair play, so far as individual feeling was con- 
cerned, though receiving it in practice through the votes 
and passive support of the members. Upon questions of 
this nature Mr. McCarthy would have been naturally the 
leader of his Province, had he not in so many ways 
estranged Conservative sympathy, And perhaps, in the 
interest of Canadian unity, it is as well that such was the 
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Kthough as opposite as the poles in their opinions, were in 
' this motion working together against the Oovernmeut. 
He referred to the New Brunswick school case and to that 
. of Prince Edward Island, and pointed ont that in both 
cases the Roman Catholic minority had appealed on the 
ground of its rights being prejudicially affected. Parlia- 
ment had then laid down the principle that such questions 
ought not to be settled by disallowance, and this position 
had been further sustained by the action taken in the 

■ Jesuits" Estates question, although the latter dealt with a 
[ Protestant minority. In dealing with Mr. Tarte's charge 

■ regarding the alleged promise to Archbishop Tach4, he 
" denied that any such promise bad been made, or that any 
Minister, or any other gentleman, or any living per.son 
was sent or delegated or authorized by the Goverament of 
Canada to go upon any such miasion." Archbishop Taeb^ 
■ knew, as the Government knew, the folly of exercising 
disallowance in such a case." 

Replying to the question whether the decision in the 
Kew Brunswick ease was not sufficient in its general 
application, without new appeals, Sir John pointed out the 
obvious fact that the rights of the respective minorities 
rested on different statutes. Then he continued : " In con- 
sequence of the phraseology of the Supreme Court Act, the 
Government had no other alternative than to submit the 
case the way it did, but they were far &om being influ- 
enced by any desire to assail the province. The litigation 
whioJi went to the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council was from first to last on the subject of the validity 
of the statutes complained of. The question as to what 
rights the minority might have in an application by wajl ' 
of appeal to the Goveruor-General for redress, had nothing(__ 
to do with the question decided there in the first appeal, 
and the litigation had nothing to do with it," 
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He spoke of the ground taken by Mr. Blake in 1890, 
when calling the attention of the House to these very 
matters, and claimed that his arguments at that time 
" applied with powerful force to this particular question ; 
that Sir John Macdonald accepted the resolution submitted 
by Mr. Blake in the sense in which it was put forward ; 
and that in the following year it was assented to by the 
whole of Parliament in being embodied in the Supreme 
Court Act. The extict machinery which the Government 
had followed in the Manitoba schools' case was that which 
Mr. Blake had suggested and Parliament had adopted." 

A vigourous defence of the right of the Government 
under the constitution lo receive petitions in a judicial, 
Eind not a political sense, was made, and the Premier 
instanced as a case in point the duties assigned by Act of 
Parliament to the Railway Committee of the Canadian 
Privy Council. He concluded a strong speech with the 
expression of a belief that Manitoba as a constitutional 
province would " obey the dictates of the highest Court of 
the Empire as to what its constitution was." 

Mr. McCarthy on the succeeding day replied to this 
defence, and soundly denounced the Government for its 
delay in settling this much vexed question. The decision, 
one way or the other, was vital. "It was whether the 
Province of Manitoba, with a population of 150,000, of 
whom not more than 20,000 were Roman Catholics, was 
to have imposed upon it against its will, a Separate 
School system," He declared that three-quarters of the 
people in Ontario were altogether opposed to that method 
of education, and thought "nothing more dangerous, 
_ iiptiiing more subversive of the principles of our constitu- 
1 tjon, could be tolerated than that the Cabinet of the 
•Dominion should assume to act in this or any other quea- 
tion. ae a judicial body. 
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Mr. Laurier made an interesting assertion in connection 
with a new claim from the Manitoban minority to the . 
effect that the limited religious teaching allowed in the J 
public schools of that Province made them, in fact and 
reality, Protestant, and not national, Rchools. " If," said he, 
" this be indeed true : if, under the guise of public schools, 
the Protestant schools are being continued and Roman 
Catholic children are being forced to attend these Protes- 
tant schooia, I say, and let my words be heard by friends 
and foes over the length and breadth of the land, the 
strongeat cose has been made out for interference, and ' 
though my life as a public man depended upon it, I would | 
undertake to say on every platform in Ontario and in 
Manitoba that the Roman Catholics of Manitoba had been 
put to the most infamous treatment." But the force of 
this utterance is somewhat modified by the fact that the 
genial Liberal leader afterwards visited the Prairie Province 
but refused to make any definite pronouncement upon tlie 
question of whether the schools were in any degree Protes- 
tant or were not. After three days' debate, the division 
was taken and Mr, Tarte'a resolution was defeated by 120 
to 71. 

There can be little doubt in an unbiassed mind as to 
what were Sir John Thompson's private views upon this 
question. It would naturally be one of sympathy with his 
co-religionists in the hardships they claimed to have 
sufTered and in the injustice alleged to have been meted 
out to them^ and which had been so vigourously pourtrayed 
by the hierarchy of his own Church. To the sincere 
Roman Catholic, religious schooia appear to be as vital and 
important as is free speech to the agitator, liberty of wor- 
ship to the Protestant, or British connection to the loyalist 
Publicly, his policy in this matter indicated the fullest 
intention to do his duty by the State whichever way tba 
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Terdict of the Courts might eventually go, but it also 
pointed very distinctly to the expectation, if not hope, that 
some measure of remedial legislation would be ultimately 
found necessaiy, and thus harmonize duty and inclination. 
And who can blame an honest Canadian, be be Protestant 
or Roman Catholic, for desiring such an end to any vexed 
question 7 So long as a public man and a statesman puts 
duty first and personal wishes second, he cannot be fairly 
criticised for hoping that the two may be eventually com- 
bined. Nor can Sir John Thompson be blamed by any 
honoaraUe man for f^ving a Canadian religious minority 
every possible opportunity for obtaining consideration of 
alleged wrongs and the use of every available judicial priv- 
il^^ 

Looking at the question, therefore, from his stand- 
point as a public man, it was essentially a legal and consti- 
tutional issue; one which ought to be kept from the heated 
arena of party politics ; and one which might well be 
decided upon a nou-partiaau basis of toleration and liber- 
ality. 
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Canada and the United States. 

Upon no question was the stand taken by Sir John 
Thompson more clear and distinct, more honourable and 
popular, than his position regarding Canadian relatiooE 
with the United States. He was known to hold strong 
opinions as to American treatment of the Dominion, and 
concerning the policy for Canada to adopt in return. He 
despised any attitude of weakness or timidity ; he disliked 
all bluster or attempts at intimidation ; he was honestly 
anxious to be upon the friendliest torraa with the great Re- 
public which might be compatible with the protection and 
development of Canadian interests. But he was 6rm as a 
rock in the refusal to discuss any reciprocity which might 
endanger national industries or give the slightest hostile 
treatment to British interests. 

For many years past the American government has 
been apparently willing to come to some commercial 
arrangement with Canada which might give the manufac- 
turers of the United States control of the markets of the 
Dominion, and at the same time weaken British connection 
by the congenial process of cutting away the ground from 
under British trade and diminishing the Impeiial sentiment 
in both Canada and England through a commercial system of 
discrimination against the products of the Mother- Country. 
To this end the Commercial Union movement was aided by 
American LnSuence and, according to party statements, by 
American money. For this thinly disguised purpose, the 
fulminations of Mr. Goldwin Smith against Canadifi.'o. t^w^ 
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tectioD were joyfully welcomed by the enthusiastic support- 
ers of Americaa protection. With this in view, re-olutioiia 
favourable to coinmercial relations of the closest kind were 
passed by Coiif;re88, while limited reciprocity was abso- 
lutely refused by the Government. Now and then, when 
the success of other methods waa recognised for the 
moment as impossible, threats were freely used against the 
Canadian Pacific Railway, attacks were made upon the 
Bonding system, or fiscal coercion was tried such as that 
embodied in the agricultural schedule of the McKinley bill. 
^ Yet it can be safely said that Canada has more than 

• done its duty towards the United States. It has never 
abrogated a treaty, never broken an arrangement, never 
obtained American territory by playing upon the natural 
weakness of friendly negotiators. It has given much and 
received little. Many unavailing attempts have been made 
to obtain a fair measure of reciprocity. Friendly manifes- 
tations have been constant from the days when 40,000 
Canatlians served in the armies of the North, to tlie time 
when all Canada joined the Republic in mourning for the I 
murdered Garfield. The partial abrogation of the Wash- 
ington Treaty, the Behring Sea seizures, the Atlantic Fish- 
eries' dispute, and the Washington negotiations of 1892, 
occupy the other aide of the shield. 

And not the least of the services which Sir John , 
Thompson rendered the Dominion was hia shai'e in the 
attempt made in 1892 to obtain a refiiirocal tvadf aiTanj^e- 

ment with the United States. 'I'l' ■ i '■ ■"' 

indicated in its reaultB as clearly :i.- 
the impossibility of obt 
could honourably a 
the American Qovaj 
which did not ( 
^Uniform tariff s 
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I syatem of international receipfa and excise, controlled by a 

I Joint Commiasion. This statement, of course, applies only 

I Republican policy. The Democratic paity will make 

uo reciprocity treaties with any country, believing that 

they do more harm than good, though no doubt it would 

negotiate upon the basis of annexation. 

On the 31st of March, 1891, and some three weeks 
after the general elections. Sir Charles Tupper proceeded to 
Washington in order to confer with the British ambassador. 
Sir Julian Pauneefote, concerning the proposed reciprocity J 
negotiations. On April 2nd he visited Mr. Blaine, the Sec-« 
retary of State, and explained the desire of the Canadian T 
Government to obtain some immediate basis for discussion. 
Mr. Blaine apparently received the proposition with favour, 
and Sir Charles, returning to Ottawa, obtained the co- 
operation of the Hon. Mr. Foster, Minister of Finance, and 
Sir John Thompson, Minister of Justice, who were appointed 
, to act with him at the informal interview which had been 
kiUT^iged, and during the farther negotiations which were 
^jected. 

The three delegates arrived in Washington on the 

morning of the 6th inst. only to find that they had missed 1 

a telegram from Mr. Blaine, asking for the postponement of I 

I the meeting on the ground that the President desired to be 
present during the discussion — which his engagements just 
(hen did not permit. However, accompanied by the British 
iinl>uHKador, they waited upon the Secretary of State and 
jrere cordially received. The conference was, of course, 
yery brief and the visitors left for home the same day. 
The Neto Forfc Herald very pleasantly announced that 
their return was " neither desired nor expected," and that I 
" apart from his own reasons for not letting down the Mc- ] 
^^^Kin ley barriers raised against the introduction of Canadian 1 
^^Kve stock, and farm and dairy ^todncB, tine ^Te:^\&.«^Nia^ 
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excellent grounda for believing that the Senate would not 
ratify any reciprocity made with Canada." On April 9tli 
following it was stated that the negotiations would be 
renewed on October 12th. At that date another postpone- 
ment took place on account of Mr. Blaine's ill-health, but 
finally the conference was held early in 1892, commencing 
on the 10th of February. 

The discussion which then toot place between Sir 
John Thompson, the Hon. Mackenzie Bowell and the Hon. 
G. K Foster, representing Canada; Sir Julian Pauncefote 
representing Great Britain ; and the Hon. Jamea Q. Blaine 
and General J. W. Foster representing the United States ; 
was exceedingly important. An understanding was come 
to regarding the Alaskan boundary, the adoption of joint 
regulations for the protection of the tishej'ies, for recipro- 
city in wrecking, salvage, and towing in conterminous 
waters, and for the marking of the boundary -line on Pasaa- 
maquaddy Bay. But it was upon the question of trade 
relations that the hitch occurred and it was in the same 
connection that the results were bo vital. The official min- 
utes of the meetings, from which a few extracts must be 
given, are signed by the three Canadian Ministers, and 
then in addition there is each day appended the statement 
" 1 concur in the above tninute of pi-oeeediugs," signed by 
Sir Julian Pauncefote. Strong partisans might possibly 
dispute a statement supported only by the signatures of 
members of the Canadian Government, but no one with 
any knowledge of the honourable traditions and practices 
of British diplomacy, and of the high rank and reputation 
held in it by the British Ambaaaador at Washington, can 
for a moment doubt the accuracy of minutes endorsed by 
him aB correct, 

During the conference which took place on the first 
day, Mr. Blaine pointed out that no treaty or arrangement 
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fcould be made which did not involve t!ie admisaion of 
American manuffictures into Canada. Mr, Foster asked in 
return "whether the United States would insist on differ- 
ential treatment." Mr. Blaine replied "' that the treaty 
would be of no benefit to the United States if the like 
treatment were given to other countries, especially a.s Great 
Britain was in tbctive competition with the United States 
in almost every line of manufacture." On the following 
day " Mr. Foster frankly and fully explained the difficulties 
which prevented Canada from giving any diaerimination 
F to America over British goods or of arranging for the 
r admission of all products free from one country to the 
other. Revenue considerations, national sentiment, and 
trade reasons all intervened. Mr. BSaine was equally frank 
in his reply and declared that " he could easily understand 
1 why Canada was reluctant to enter into a treaty of un- 
I limited reciprocity, but that it was clear to hia mind that 
t no other arrangement would suit the United States, and 
that it must be accompanied by discrimination in favor of 
the United States, especially against Great Britain, who 
was their great competitor, and that it must likewise be 
accompanied by the adoption of a uniform tariif for the 
United States and Canada equal to that of the United 
States." 

Such was the announcement which might have been 

|. expected to set at rest all question concerning reciprocal 

(trade relations between Canada and the United States. 

t it was very far from doing so. The Budget debate in 

■I'arliaiiient during the succeeding Session bore ample 

Evidence of the fact that the Opposition proposed to adopt 

1 this connection, and in its fullest meaning, the words 

o surrender." After a number of apeeches, protesting, 

ing, explaining and denying, Sir John Thompaon took 

>he floor on March 29th, and gave a very complete history 
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of the origin, procedure, and results of tho negotintions. 
Their commencement had been very simple. In connection 
with Newfoundland's attempt to malce a separate treaty in 
1890 : '■ We requested Her Majesty's Government to ask 
that we should be included in any negotiation that took 
place between the United States and Her Majesty's Gov- 
ernment in regard to the relations of Newfoundland with 
the United States, and the answer of Mr. Blaine was that, 
while he was not willing that Canada should be included 
in negotiations in regard to the Treaty with Newfoundland, 
he expressed a strong desire to conclude a wide reciprocity 
treaty with Canada." 

Then followed the basis for negotiations cabled to 
London, which also furnished the reason for the dissolution 
of Parliament in February, 1891. Meantime Lord Knuts- 
ford, Colonial Secretary, had wired the Governor- General 
to the following effect on January 2nd of that year; 

"Mr. Blaine replied that to endeavour to obtain the 
appointment of the formal commission to arrive at the 
reciprocity treaty would be useless, but that the United 
States Government was willing to discuss the question in 
private with Sir Julian Pauncefote, and one or more 
delegates from Canada, and to consider every subject as to 
which there was hope of agreement, on the ground of 
mutual interests ; if not, and to run so grave a step until 
by private discussion he has satisfied himself that good 
ground existed for expecting an agreement by means of a 
commiaaion. He added that he would be prepared to enter 
into private negotiations at any time after 4th March." 

In this deapatch, Sir John Thompson pointed out, there 
was no request, as there had been none in any of the pre- 
vious or following correspondence, for secrecy aa to the 
fact of the negotiations taking place. The discussions 
were to be private, as a matter of coui-sl^ in all diplomatic 
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negotiations, bat there was apparently nothing to prevent 
the Government from making a public announcement in 
the matter. Hence his great surprise when Mr, Blaino, on 
April 1st, and after the elcctiooa were over, complained to 
Sir Jtilian Pauncefote that a breaeh of faith had been com- 
mitted. It now transpired, said Sir John, that a aeriouB 
blunder had occurred in the sending of the above despatch 
from London to Ottawa, and that in the place where it 
will be notieed a hitch in the composition occni'S, a aentenee 
was originally included asking that " all public reference to 
the subject should be avoided." This explanation was 
received with satisfaction, and if proof were required that 
the American authorities had long since understood the 
mistake it had been offered in the sitting of the Conference 
itself. 

During this year the Canal Tolls' question came up 
for international consideration. It was another illustration 
of the unreasonable demands made by the United States 
in circumstances where Canada was, in a very moderate 
way, following the example of the Republic and guarding 
its own interests. By the Washington Treaty of 1871, the 
American Government had engaged in return for the use 
of the Canadian canals on terms of equality with the 
citizens of the Dominion, " to urge upon the State Govern ■ 
ments to secure to the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty 
the use of the several canals connected with the navigation 
of the lakes or rivers traversed by, or contiguous to, the 
boundary line." This was never done, although in all the 
years that followed, the Americana freely used the canals 
upon wliich Canada and its people had spent over $50,- 
000,000 in improvement and enlargement. 

In every way the Americans and Canadians were 
placed in Dominion waters upon an equal footing. But of 
iate, the Canadian Government had passed regulation^ 
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which granted a rebate of 18 cents pur ton to any veaael 
of either country which, coming through the VVclland 
Canal and without going to an American port for tranship- 
ment, should send her cargo via Canadian porta or eanala 
to Montreal. Yet this little measure of legitimate protec- 
tion to Canadian interests raised such a stir as to finally 
result in a Retaliation Message from the President, and in 
all kinds of threatened compHcationa. And this from a 
country which by some miserable quibble had got out of 
the privileges granted in American canals under the sacred 
form of treaty obligations 1 President Harrison's proclama- 
tion of August 21at, compelled Canadian vessels to pay 20 
cents a ton in passing through the Sault Ste. Marie Canal, 
and the same toll was to be levied on American vessels 
bound for Canadian ports. 

Naturally this measure interfered considerably with 
the Canadian vessels, which in 1891 used the Sault Canal, 
and carried freight to the extent of 314,000 tons, and 
passengers to the number of 10,000. The Government did 
not at first feel like yielding a point in which they had 
both right and justice upon their side. Speaking at 
Petrolia on September 7th, Sir John Thomp.^on declared 
that Canada had never adopted a hostile attitude towards 
the States, or that the Government in this matter had 
aoted unfairly or contrary to treaty obligations. He 
pointed out that the enormous sums which had been 
expended by Canada upon her canals had " resulted as 
much for the benefit of the people of the Western States 
as for the people of Canada. Every foot which Canada 
had deepened her canals or widened them, and every 
additional lock or canal which Canada had built, helped 
the western farmer of the United States to reach his 
market, and enhanced the value of his products." 

He announced, however, that the Dominion would not 
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meet the irritating enactments of the United States in a 
beligereot mood, although the Americans had so long 
used these canals ■' upon ihe same terms as our own people, 
bearing not one dollar of the burden which it had coat to 
build them." What the Government had done iu this con- 
nection was entirely within its rights, and consisted in the 
grant of "a bonus to our lake marine and sbippinf^ to 
cause them to seek our own porta." They had been urged 
to retaliate, as they well could do, but they were anxious 
to avoid quarrels even though, as he believed in this case, 
the spirit of the Canadian people would fully sustain them 
throughout. Hence the Government had said that " while 
the rebate system was not a violaticfn of any treaty, they 
were willing to discontinue it after the present year, not 
because of any wrong involved, but simply for the sake of 
peace and good neighborhood," There was, of course, some 
criticism regarding this apparent surrender, but it is toler- 
ably obvious in view of the rapid work then being done 
on the Canadian canal at the Sault — which would soon 
render the country entirely independent in the matter — 
that the issue was hardly worth a prolonged dispute with 
unreasonable neighbors. 

Another subject of serious controversY in which the 
relations of Canada and the United States were more or 
less involved at this time, was the Bond-Blaine treaty. 
Mr. Robert Bond was a member of the Whiteway Govern- 
ment in Newfoundland, and like so many of the politicians 
in that unhappy island seemed to possess a narrowness of 
view, and an inability to appreciate imperial considerations 
which it is difficult to understand, when united with the 
possession of admitted ability. He was exceed ing'ly 
anxious to negotiate a reciprocity treaty with the United 
States, and does not appear to have cared very much as to 
the methods he might adopt in attaining the result, or as 
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to the way in which the desired end might affect other 
countries with which Newfoundland was connected by the 
mutual tie of allegiance. 

Early in October, 1890, Mr. Bond arrived in Washing- 
ton with permission from the Imperial Government to enter 
upon negotiations, subject to the assistance of the British 
Ambassador, and, of course, to the final approval of the 
arrangements when completed. Hitherto, in 1854. in 1871, 
and in 1S88, any negotiations concerning the fisheries, in 
which the Maritime Pi-ovinces of Canada were almost^ 
much interested as the people of the Island, had proceeded 
concurrently. Necessarily, therefore,the Dominion Govern- 
ment was aroused to action, and Sir John A. Macdonald at 
once cabled to the High Commissioner in London : " Can 
scarcely believe Newfoundland has received authority from 
Imperial Government to make separate ari'angement 
regarding fisheries. 'Ihe relations of all the North Ameri- 
can provinces to the United States and the Empire would 
be affected. Please represent strongly how the fishing and 
commercial interests of Canada will lie injured by such an 
arrangement as Bond is currently repurted to be making. 
. . . Our difficulties under the new American tariff are 
sufficiently great now." 

An elaborate report was also submitted to the Gov- 
ernor- General- in- Council, signed by Sir John Thompson, 
Minister of Justice, and by the Hon. C. H. Tuppor, Minister 
of Marine and Fisheries. It dealt with the history of 
previous negotiations and with the genei'al condition of 
the fishing interests which would be affected by the Bond- 
Blaine proposals. Then, in reference to the McKinley bill j 
the infringement of the Treaty of 1818; and the obvious 
fact that an arrangement such as that exhibited in the 
draft which had just been published ; would permit New- 
foundland to discriiiiinate against Canada in favour of a 
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foreign country, Sir John and his colleague entered the 
following vigourons, effective, and now historic, protest: 

"The protection afforded by the Treaty of 1818 for 
npwards of seventy years would thus be taken away from 
Canadian fishermen and Newfoundland fishermen alike, 
but there would be special compensation to the fishermen 
of Newfoundland in the shape of removal of duties, while 
the Canadian fishermen would be made to pay enhanced 
duties under the new American tariff. While this would, 
perhaps, be the most effectual method of impressing on the 
minda of the Canadian people the lesson that they cannot 
be British subjects and enjoy American markets, Her 
Majesty's Government can hardly, on reflection, feel sur- 
prised that Your Excellency's Government have not for a 
moment believed that Her Majesty's ministers would co- 
operate with the authorities of the United States in incul- 
cating such a lesson at the present time." 

The report was accepted by the Cabinet and sent to 
England. Although previously favom'able to some arrange- 
ment, no British Government of the present day would act 
in the teeth of such a protest from Canada, and the treaty 
was promptly " hung up." Then followed the effort by the 
Dominion to obtain a joint treaty of reciprocity, and ite 
failure after prolonged negotiationa Meantime the indig- 
nation of the Islanders was very great, and the correspon- 
dence between their Government and those of Canada and 
England became peppery in the extreme. Newfoundland 
tried to retaliate by refusing to sell bait to Canadian 
fishermen, while giving Americans all they desired, and 
the Dominion returned the compliment by putting a moder- 
ate duty on fish coming from the Island. Eventually a 
Conference was agreed upon and in November, 1892, Sir 
John Thompson, the Hon. Mackenzie Bowell and the Hon. 
J. A. Chapleau, representing Canada ; Sir William. ^R^^&i«- 
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way, the Hon. Robert Bond, and Mr. A. W, Harvey, 
representing Newfoundland ; met at Halifas to discuss a 
mutual arrangement, and incidentally, on the part of the 
Canadian Ministers, to see if the troubles could be settled 
upon a basis of confederation. 

The Canadian Miniater of Justice in opening the dis- 
cussion, reviewed the history of previous negotiations ; 
pointed out that the Bond-Blaine Treaty would have 
resulted in a distinct discrimination against Canada ; and 
would have greatly restricted the rights and privileges of 
her fishermen. He suggested that the following principles 
should be assented to : 

I. That Canada as well as Newfoundland should have 
the right to take part in such treaties or any negotiations 
which would affect the interests of both countries. 

II. That at the very least, no convention should be 
concluied which both countries should not have the right 
to avail themselves of. 

He went on to say that "the efforts to obtain a fair 
arrangement with the United States were only relaxed 
(by Canada) when it was found that the conditions imposed 
would BOW the seeds of Imperial disintegration," and he 
thought that "any separate arrangement such as the Bond- 
Blaine Convention would divide the hitherto united 
interests of the British American dependencies." Mr. Bond 
claimed that his Treaty did not involve any discrimination 
against Canada, but Mr. Bowell promptly pointed out that 
in flour and other articles it provided for admission into 
the States under lower duties than were granted similar. 
Canadian products. Then followed a discussion of an 
informal kind upon Confederation. Mr. Bowell in an 
earnest speech urged it as the best and, in fact, the inevit- 
able, settlement of all their material difSculties, and as a 
moans oS strengthening British power upon this continent. 




Verv R 
Principal 


'«' 


G. 


M 


GRi-VT 
iKTuily. 


D. D. 




I 


■ 


■ 







SIR JOHN THOMPSON, 

Sir Willitim Whiteway expressed himself as favourable to '' 
tlie principle, but thought the time harl not yet come. 

Sir John Thompson thought it ought to be carefully 
considered by the Conference, and might conatitute " a 
solution of all pending difficulties." Mr, Harvey opposed 
its being dealt with at this time, while Mr. Chapleau dis- 
cussed the French Shore question. Eventually, an under- 
standing was arrived at with regard to many of the minor 
causes ot friction, and a little later the Dominion and the 
Island substantially resumed their old relations. But the 
. Canadian Government positively refused, speaking through 
Sir John Thompson, to withdraw its protest Eigainst the 
Bond-Blaine Treaty. Thus ended, for the time, another 
incident in the external relatioo^s of Canada, 
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CHAPTER XV7. 



Connection with the Roman Catholic Church. 

Sir John Thompson was not a man who wore hia reli-J 
gion upon his coat-sleeve. In tliat respect, as in all othex 
matters of flaily life, daily routine, and daily action, he woM 
unobtrusive and undemonstrative. But none the less wa^ 
he firm and earnest in his belief, and strong in a life whid 
praetieally embodied his deep sincerity. To him, as it is* 
to many others, religion was a matter of the most vital 
personal importance, but it was one with which the public, 
or even his own frienils, so far as he was concerned, had 
nothing to do. It was in his estimation and as far as con 
be judged, the guide to conduct in his private life ; an aid 
to right living and to right dying. 

But no man's religion ought to be a subject of political 
discussion or consideration. There can be little doubt that 
he even thought the topic one too saered for ordinary con- 
versation, and that the denunciations which rang from 
more than one Protestant pulpit and permeated the utter- 
ances of sundry fervent and hot-headed divines during recent 
years, were exceedingly painful to him. The miserable 
insinuations which were current in certain circles ever 
since the line of action which he considered it a duty and 
necessity to take in French -Canadian and Separate School 
matters were shafts which pierced far deeper than could 
have been thought possible by those who viewed the states- 
man only by his generally impassive demeanour, and hia 
stoical composure under attack. 

Thie particular mode of hostile action was indeed ocg 
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which he found it iniposf^iblR to deal with. Religion would 
in his opinion have been deeply degraded by a transfer 
from the pulpit to the political platform. No defence was 
possible or necessaiy for an honest man's change of creed, 
and if he were dishonest in such a case there could be no 
sincerity or honour about him. Reply therefore was out of 
the question, and Sir John was obliged to endure in silence 
the unfortunate attacks of sincere but misguided bigotry. 
His life meanwhile was so clear, his reputation so high and 
untarnished, that it is difficult to understand how honest 
men could have persisted in the circulation of slanders 
respecting Jiis change of faith. 

Though Sir John Thompson believed in religion as a 
personal factor in daily life, there is everything to show 
that he never intruded it upon the sphere of politics. Upon 
this latter ground Christianity was a word wide enough in 
application and meaning to cover all sects and creeds, and 
the relations of a statesman to all national organizations. 
He might have strong convictions upon certain points and 
a strong sympathy with a certain church in private life 
and private thought, but he was not in office because of 
those beliefs or on account of that syropathy, and therefore 
in administering the affairs of a complex nationality they 
had no public place. This was apparently the way in 
which Sir John looked at these sectarian issues and this 
standpoint made the unprovoked attacks of the Rev. Dr. 
Douglas, of the Protestant Protective Association and of 
other men and organizations, all the more difficult fia bea'. 

And he was absolutely right in this view of a subject, 
the great importance of which in his peculiar environment 
is the only excuse for its consideration. But in all coun- 
tries, religious conflict and struggle has been more or less a 
curse, fn some few cases it has made "the bounds of free- 
dom broader yet," and has indirectly d.OTva "kwjSo. ^f*A 
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through the pnmiotioii of liberty in diaciission and govern- 
ment. On the other liand, however, nearly all the hiatwric 
l>attle- fielda of Christendom ahow the principles of bigotry 
to have filled a far larger place than did ever the true spirit 
of Christianity. Liberty would have come to the nations 
in time had the feuds of sects and creeds never disgraced 
the name of rehgion. When therefore the old-time senti- 
ment of intolerance was revived in a new country of mixed 
races and creeds, it was as much to be condemned as was ever 
the Inquisition of Spain or the execution of Roman 
Catholics at the dictation of Titus Oatea. 

And when this feeling was promoted in oi-der to 
further personal prejudice, pander to individual ignorance, 
or aid political ends, it became still more deplorable and 
dangerous. Looking back over the period now pa^ed 
away forever, it is hard indeed to understand why such 
fierce personal attacks were made upon Sir John Thompson, 
or how some of the men who led in the campaign could 
have been so blind. It was perfectly legitimate to criticise 
the policy of the Minister and of his pai'ty, as well as that 
of the Opposition, in connection with the Jesuits' Estates 
Act. It was within the right of every public man, and of ' 

eveiy individual, to denoimee that policy from a political \ 

or national standpoint. But why should the Minister of 
Justice have been picked out to be the victim of so many 
charges of undue religious influence ? Mr. Laurier never en- 
countered them, though a sincere Roman CatJiolic in faith 
and practice. The real reason seems to have been his lea\'ing 
one Church to join another. Yet under the circumstances 
of the time the change involved serious danger to hia 
prospects in life. His friends were in the main Protestants, 
and strict Methodists ; he had then never seen Bishop 
Cameron and could have had no idea of the services he 
was afterwards to render ; he had no desire for public life 
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and certainly knew very little about Anfcigoniah, which 
happena to be one of the very few Catholic constituencies in 
the Maritime Provinces ; his future success in law depended 
' c eHy upon Protestant support ; his wife had no means of 
her own and therefore could not have proffered him any 
lure of wealth, oven had he been so despicable in chai-acttsr 
as to have considered such a matter. Yet all these things 
I were alleged against him, by men of undoubted sincerity. 
f No one now questions his honour and the earnest 

[ honesty of his convictions. Archbishop O'Brien, of Hali- 
I fax, has stated in a communication written shortly after 
I the Premier's death, that* " It has always been well known 
I that conscientious convictions were the sole cause of his 
submission to the Catholic Church. Such conversions are 
not at all uncommon here. There was no earthly hope of 
gain by the change ; rather the prospect of temporal loss. 
Yet, HO convinced were all Protestants of his sincerity, that 
not one of his former friends deserted him." Bishop Cam- 
eron writes in a similar strain, and uses language which 
shows how great was the friendship existing between the 
two men : " Neither then (the fii'st election in Antigonish), 
nor before, nor since, tiU the hour of his death, was the 
subject of his religion discussed in anyway between us, 
I With an habitual realization of the Divine presence, he was 
in every relation of life an exceptionally good man in the 
best meaning of the word. I never expect to see in the 
public Hfe of Canada, another aach man, take him all in 
all" 

What the exact process of reasoning was by which he 

I gradually, but surely, clianged from Methodism to Koman 

Catholicism, is shroudud in uncertainty. Possibly the 

friendship in early days of a brilliant young Catholic 

litterateiLT and controversialist, long since deceased — James 

[ "Letter to the author, lieu. ISth, 1894. 



Foley^ — may have first turned his thoughts in that direc- 
tion ; undoubtedly the eloquent sermons, some years later, 
of Ai-ehbiahop Connolly, had something to do with the 
final consummation. Probably also his own lack of im- 
agination, his dislike of the merely emotional in religion and 
life, his preference for precedence and power, over appeals to 
passion or prejudice, had an influence upon the result. And 
there is much in temperament. John Wesley, warm and 
impulsive by nature ; liking publicity and excitement, could 
not endure the cold religion of the Chui'ch of England, and 
tliB dull formalism, which in his time, obscured its worth 
and hampered its work. He sought some brighter and more 
popular form of religion and found it in Methodism. Sir , 
John Thompson, on the other hand, with his cold disposi- 
tion, his dislike of familiarity in the individual or on the 
part of the public, his fondness for retirement, and rever- 
ence for authority, musfc have naturally foimd the Metho- 
dist Church uncongenial. One can hardly conceive such a 
man aa he in the post of class-leader, or mixing in the 
pleasures of a congregational tea-meeting. 

Hence there is no great difficulty in perceiving the 
tendency of the man. And in his search after something 
upon which to rest his mind, and in which to obtain com- 
fort and release from perplexity, he seems to have been 
deeply impressed by the spectacle of the Church of Rome, 
based upon centuries of tradition, and building itself up 
in power and prestige from the mists of antiquity. It had 
already impressed and won over the great minds of New- 
man and Manning, and no strong reason exists why the 
same influences should not have modified, and finally 
controlled, the faith of Sir John Thompson. The sense of 
spiritual exaltation as experienced by many Proteatanta 
does not appear to have had great force with him, and 
strong as was hia belief in a Divine Being, and in the prac- 
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,1 support derivable from prayer, lie was probably ■ 
greatly helped in the earlier stages o£ his religions experi- 
ience by the external aid o£ authority as voiced by the 
Chui'ch, with all its impressive forms and its many cerQi 
monies. 

It took Cardinal Newman six years of mental difficult 
and gradual development to become a Roman Catholiti, 
Yet during the four years which preceded the period of 
doubt, he tells us that he " honestly wished to benefit the 
Church of Englnnd at the expense of the Church of Rome," 
To Newman eventually, all the world outside of his Church 
appeared drifting into atheism ; Catholic inr|uiry had in the 
course of centuries been transmuted through the power of 
great minds into a sort of science ; revealed dogma as ori- 
ginally committed to the Church, and as declared by the 
Church to the world, had as.sumed all the charm and cer- 
tainty of infallibility. It was this that eased his mind of 
doubt, and enabled hira without the spiritual sense required 
from a sincere Protestant, to throw himself into the arms of 
Kome.and to say some time after his change of faith: "I have 
I had no anxiety of heart whatever. I have been in perfect 
[ peace and contentment." So it may have been with Sir John 
I in his gradual change from Methodism. And it is interest- 
I ing to note in this connection upon the authority of an 
intimate friend, who also served under him in a high posi- 
tion, that the Minister of Justice before finally deciding 
any important case — especially if it affected the life or tha~ 
I property of an individual — would spend a few moments u]J 
silent prayer. ^ 

Observers of sectarian agitation and its baneful restilt^f 
may well ask how many of Sir John Thompson's critics.! 
L along these lines could be said to have thus brought theieJ 
L religion into their daily life. There is much also to refiee^fl 
[ apon in Archbishop Walsh's statement ne^juttoa;^ "ObjJ 
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Pi-eniier who hail then just died : " In his search after 
truth, he but followed the Protestant principle of private 
judgment, and yet for daring to do that which Manning 
and Newman, and other brilliant, learned, and good men 
had done before him, he was abused, vilified, and de- 
nounced." There is equally a aad degree of truth in the 
assertion of the Hon. G. W. Rosa upon an important 
political occasion at a later date, in the City of Toronto. 
that the late Premier of Canada, the greatest and ablest 
man in the Conservative party of the last few years, could 
not have personally carried in an election some of the 
wards in that Conservative centre It ia at least suffici- 
ently near the truth to point a serious moral in support of 
civil and religious liberty. 

Sir John Thompson could not for a long time under- 
stand the motives or reason.'^ behind the attacks of the Rev, 
Di-. Douglas, They were so fierce and unreasonable and 
grossly untrue, and yet emanated from a man so highly 
respected, so eloquent and admittedly sincere, that it is 
little wonder he was puzzled. The Methodist orator 
declared the Premier to be " a clerical creation " ; pictured 
him as " enthroned in order to manipulate with Jesuit art 
the affairs of this country" ; described him as "a lay Jesuit 
in the Government"; spoke of "the contrast between the 
great Chieftain of the past and the man who now sits in 
his seat and wears the brand of pervert on his brow " ; 
gravely accused him of having " transformed Mercier into 
a political brigand," and seemingly endeavoured to make 
his hearers and readers and followers boiieve that Sir John 
Thompson accepted Roman Catholicism in order to promote 
his political chances, and used his political power in order 
to advance the interests of his Church. Such allegations 
concerning a man who notoriously lacked political ambition 
the ordinary sense, and who possessed a sincerity ai 
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strength of personal honour all too rare amongst public 
men, should have borne their own answer with them. 

But it appeared probable that Dr. Douglas must have 
received inspiration from some special direction in making 
these attacks. Sir John Thompson believe<l they were 
in:tigated by outside influence at a time when the brilliant 
intellect, or judgment, of the old man was somewhat 
weakening. Though a Liberal in his polities, it was never 
thought that the denunciation was dictated by personal par- 
tisanship. It is understood, however, that Sir John had 
ultimately every reason to believe that the information, or 
mis-information, supplied to the eminent divine came from 
a Methodist minister in Nova-Scotia who united with his 
sacred profession a very violent dislike of the Conservative 
party and its leaders. As illustrating the nature of other 
religious attacks, it may be said that after a certain series 
of bitter letters and miserable insinuations had appeared in 
the Montreal Wiirtess, Bishop Cameron wrote fram Anti- 
gonish saying that if one of the anonymous detractors 
would come out from his concealment, he (the Bishop) 
would prove hia statements to be a mass of untruths. 
His Lordship's challenge was, of course, never accepted. 

Yet this was the treatment accorded in certain circles 
to the man who took his political life in his hand, and on 
behalf of the law, the whole law and nothing but the law, 
defied in 1886 the prejudices of his co-religioni'?ta in Quebec, 
and saved the Government by a speech which embodied 
the truest doctrines of equal rights for all, under the con- 
stitution of the country. As he welt said at London, Ont., on 
Sept. 16th of that eventful year; " An attempt has been 
made, as you know, to deceive the people of the Catholic 
faith in the Province of Quebec and in the Lower Provinces 
by tha assertion that the law was carried out in Louia 
Kiel's execution at the dumaud of the Oran^ii Jis»K:»i\'aSo,.i3^ 
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of Ontario, That atatement we do not hear so much of in 
the Province of Ontiirio, but the slander that I was desert- 
ing my principles and evading my faith was made because 
I denied then, and solemnly deny now, that there was a 
particle of truth in that statu riient. The people of this 
country, whether they are Oranfje or Catholic, French or 
English, have the right to entertain or to express any 
opinions they feel regarding the administration of public 
affairs." 

An;l the man who could thus defend true liberty of 
speech and the right of Orangemen as well as of Catholics 
to be heard npou important questions ; the man who, as a 
result of his stand upon the Riel issue, almost lost that 
alleged pocket borough of clericalism — Antigonish — in the 
elections, of 1887 ; was the object of these unjust denuncia- 
tions by Dr. Douglas and Dr. Carman, and of private insinu- 
ations which afterwards formed the basis of many a P.P.A. 
organization. This Association sprang into sudden promin- 
ence during Sir John Thompson's Premiei-ship. It was the 
product of religious prejudice united with ignorant sincerity. 
It was formed out of the more violent and uncontrollable 
spirita of the Equal Rights movement, and had been easily 
moulded into shape by American agitators upon the lines 
of the American Protestant Association. The organization 
obtained a marked success in the municipal elections o£ 
18S4>, and carried two or three seats in the subsequent 
Ontario election. 

Its chief, the Rev. J. C Madill, won a brief period of 
prominence by sacrificing the true principles of Christianity 
upon the altar of ambition or bigotry. Speaking at Strat- 
ford on August 16th following the Pi-ovincial contest, he 
declared that Sir John Thompson " was not Premier by the 
voice of the people. It was Sir John A. Macdonald who 
carried the country, and Sir John Thompson was merely 
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filling ID his time. He could not be elected as a Papist or 
' a Jesuit, and no Papist or Jesuit would be allowed to rule 
at Ottawa. Before they would submit to that they would 
fight Derry over again and give them a taste of the Boyne." 
Such talk was to all sensible people simply demagogic 
and disgusting. Even the Huntingdon Gltaner, the 
staunch Protestant and Liberal organ of the Eastern 
Townships of Quebec, denounced it as inclining all fair- 
minded men to support the Premier in order to prevent 
hira being " hounded down " in such a cowardly fashion. 

Organizations of this nature, however, do not last long. 
The P. P. A. served its apparent purpose, in causing diffi- 
culty to an honourable man in the pursuit of duty, and now 
that he has passed to the bourne whence no man returneth, 
it may rest in peace. In this connection it is interesting to 
note how often the word " Jesuit," was hurled at Sir John 
Thompson. Though intended to be offensive, it is question- 
able whether the epithet really was so to him, aside from 
the obvious motive. As a devout Catholic, he would 
naturally disbelieve most of the allegations made against the 
Society of Jesus, Indeed hia admiration for controversial 
history was never veiy profound. Speaking in the House 
upon one occasion, and in reply to some inquiiy C26th April, 
IS90), he said, with a simplicity which is worthy of com- 
ment : " I do not know. There are many facts in the history 
of this country, of wliich 1 am not aware, and a great many 
statements of facts in regard to history, 1 find controvei-ted 
so often, that I am not able to state a positive opinion in 
I regard to them." 

It was a couple of years after this that Cardinal Moran, 
of Sydney, Australia, in dealing at length with the ques- 
tion of the Jesuits' Estates Act, defended the Canadian 
order with an earnestness far in advance of that shown by 
Sir John Thompson, during the famous debate in FarLlac 



ment. And they both agreed in expressing admiration for 
the services of tlie Jestiits in the early history of Canada. 
The Cardinal, in the courae of hia address, also made a most 
interesting defence of his Church as a friend of liberty, 
of science and of true progress. 

If, therefore, the political and judicial career of Sir 
John Thompson has been a great service to the State, as 
everyone believes, his change of faith in early days, before 
the future of power or success was dreamed of, hai turned 
out an equal benefit. It has proved that despite limited 
bat always noisy sectarianism, an honourable man can 
win his way to position and popularity in Canada. It has 
proved to the ignorant or indifferent or prejudiced that a 
Roman Catholic can do his duty in governing this mixed 
community aa well as a Protestant. It has, through one 
man bearing successfully the brunt of vigorous and sus- 
tained attacks, done much to bring both divisions of the 
people together in the bonds of true brotherhood and real 
Christianity. And if a message of warning is still required 
for the future, it can be found in the absolutely accurate 
statement made by the Minister of Justice, as he stood at 
the threshold of the Premiership, on Sept. 7th, 1892: 
" The one calamity above all others which stands before 
this country is that political divisions should follow the 
division of race or the division of religion. The one 
danger which menaces the future of this country and the 
union of this country, now so happily being accomplished, 
is that men should stand arrayed against each other on the 
question of governinent, because they differ with regard to 
religion, because they differ with regard to race." 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Fiscal Matteks and Political Parties. 

The adminiatration of Sir John Thompson assumed 
office with the intention of carrying on the historic policy 
of the Conservative party. The principles oi' that party 
under Sir John Macdonald, under Sir John Abbott, and 
now under the leadership of another statesman were an- 
nounced as being one and the same. They involved a con- 
tinuation of protection as applied to Canadian interests 
and industries. The " National Policy " was to be preserved 
and strengthened, and free trade opposed aa impracticable 
in arrangement, and injurious in operation. 

But none the less was the air full of rnmourH. There 
was an undercurrent of serious agitation going on, caused 
in part by the success of the Democrats in the United 
States and in part by the first touch of tlie wave of de- 
pression. It was assumed by the Liberal party in all 
sections of the country that a free trade tide was sweeping 
over the Continent and that the success of Mr, Cleveland 
indicated pronounced American legislation along those 
lines, together with some sort of an opportiinitj for Cana- 
dian reciprocity. And it was argued that as hard times 
had so greatly helped the Democracy in the States, the 
same cause must also help the Liberals in Canada. 

The indications indeed seemed rather unfavourable to 
protectionists generally, aad Liberal speakers and papers 
everywhere compared the National Policy to the McKinley 
Tariff, and prophesied a free trade revolution in Canada 
similar to that which had just stirred the Re^ublw., ^leiMa.- 
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while the farmers began to organize in somewhat mora I 
serious fashion than had hitherto been the case. The Far- 
mere' Institutes which had for a long time been under the 
friendly patronage of the Ontario Government, were formed 
into Patrons of Industry lodges and an order was estab- 
lished which its friends and members expected to see sweep 
the Province at the first ensuing Dominion elections. And 
its success in the Provincial elections of 1894 greatly en- 
couraged this hope. 

Mr McCarthy constituted another disturbinij element 
in the political outlook of the new Ministry. To his other 
differences with them he had now added a tariff issue, and 
had com'6 out-squarely for lower duties upon English goods, 
and reciprocal terms with the United States as soon as that 
country might be willing to consider an arrangement which 
would include manufactures as well as agricultural pro- 
ducts and raw materials. But upon the question of discri- 
mination against the Mother- Country he was as firmly 
opposed to the Liberal policy as he was upon other issues 
to the Conservative platform. At Stayner on January 
25th, 1893, he emphasized two points of opposition to the 
existing tariff. The first was the alleged existence of 
numerous combinations which enhanced the prices of 
necessaries to the public, and the second was the sugges- 
tion that as the Americans were about to adjust and lower 
their duties, Canada should do the same. Accompanying 
this reduction however, was a proposal for the establish- 
ment of a maximum and minimum tariff by which thft 
Dominion should discriminate to the extent of ten per cent 
in favor of Great Britain. — 

Tariff reform of some kind was therefore in the aiij 
and when it was announced that Sir John Thompson wouI^W 
deliver an address at the important annual banquet of thC^ 
I'oroato Board of Trade on the 5th of January, much 
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l curiosity and interest was felt in the coming deliverance 
of the new Premier. Tt wua a great occasion Always 
successful in these efforts, the Board of Trade seemed to 
have this time excelled itself in the providing of distin- 
guished speakers and guests. The Governor-General, Lord 
Stanley of Preston ; Sir John S. D. Thompson, the Premier 

I of Canada ; the Lieut.-Governor of Ontario ; Sir Oliver 
Mowat, the veteran Premier of the same Province ; the Hon. 
George E, Foster, Minister of Finance ; and Mr. W. G, Van- 
Home, President of the Canadian Pacific Railway, were 
^mongat those who graced the occasion, where were found 
Vi 
mi 



" Au;am the fe^t, the speeob, tlie glee. 
The shade of passing thonght, the wealth 
Of worda and wtC, the double beniltb, 
TliE crowning cup, Ihe threelimea tliroe." 






It is needles.? to refer at length to the speeches. All 

were good, but that of the new Prime Minister was the 

most important and cel-talnly the one which had been 

most looked forward to. Sir John Thompson commenced 

his speech by a jest which created much amusement. He 

referred to the fact that his Goveniment consisted of 

iflixteen gentlemen, thirteen of whom averaged 47 years of 

Their youth and their robustness excited the 

lagination of a Toronto poet, who indited some verses to 

le and put into my mouth words which wore put into 

(GsBiar's when he said : ' Let me have fat men about me, 

leek-headed men who sleep at nights ' — and I could, ladies 

ind gentlemen, make you to-night a little boast about the 

.h and weight of my colleagues, if it were not that 

my friend Cassius here — the Finance Minister — breaks the 

record and utterly destroys the average." 

The Premier then handled in a more serious vein the 
national problems of the moment, and the first of theije in 
opinion was the Manitoba schools' (\}ieat\Qft, "^fc-^ax^s?*. 
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nut that moral ami religious problems which coino home to 
the convictions of the people are dangerous to the welfpi'^ 
of the State if approached in any partisan or political 
spirit. The only safe guide to any safe reault which he 
could see in sach a connection, was the exercise of tolera 
tion and of concession, so far as it did not infringe upon 
principle. The Goveiument proposed to be guided by the 
constitutional law of the country, and to obey its dictates. 
Ab to his personal position, he said in words which have 
the ring of true and manly sincerity ; 

" I have no plea for toleration to malce for myself. I 
want no sympathy througli toleration in that regard. I 
am not occupying the responsible position whicli it is my 
honour to hold to-night through any effort of my own or 
any struggle of mine for political distinction. I occupy 
that position simply because those who were qualified to 
decide, and who were baund to decide, thought that I could 
serve the state occupying that position. I am nothing 
more than a public serva-it, and if I should succeed in 
serving the state well I shall have achieved the only ambi- 
tion which I have in public life." 

Amid the loud and constant cheering whicli inter- 
rupted and closed these seutences. Sir John Thompson 
turned to consider the trade question, and first referred to 
the desire of Canada to be on the most amicable tei'ms 
with the United States. In order to aid this object, the 
Dominion had practically given way upon the Canal Tolls' 
question, and had arranged the sugar duties, which had 
been a cause of uneasiness and complaint to the Republic : 
" We think that we have shown to them what the policy 
of this country is, and shall be for the future, in so far as 
I have the right to speak for it — a policy that will make 
us to the United States the best of neighbors, although, 
please God, we shall never be anything but neighbors." 
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But he spoke with douLt regarding the attitude of the 
President, and indicated the possibility of his attempting 
some further evidence of hostility before mp.king way for 
Mr. Cleveland. One month later President Harrison sent 
his message to Congress, asking for the abrogation of the 
bonding system, which, however, he was fated not to get 

The Premier went on to express grave doubts regard- 
ing the extent of the free trade legislation vrhich the 
Democrats were likely to introduce, but announced the 
intention of hia Government to take advantage of the 
experience of the United States; to watch its tai-iff changes; 
and to " adopt the policy for tlus country which will be 
found best for Canada first, and best for the Empire nest," 
Replying to some one who had asked him if he considerpd 
the National Policy perfect, and assuming for the moment 
that only the fiscal part of that policy was meant, he replied 
in words which were afterwards widely discussed ; 

"I do not know of any tariff which has been perfec- 
tion, and I know of defects both in the framing and admin- 
istration of the present tariff which require a remedy. 
And therefore, sir, we do propose to take your good advice 
which this motto gives us, and 'lop the mouldering branches 
away,' " 

The speech was a decided success, but the occsision had 
its limitations, and the one which followed on January 1-tth, 
in the Toronto Auditorium, was of a kind more calculated 
to attract popular attention. The former was important 
as affording hints concerning the policy of the new (Jovem- 
mcnt ; the latter was of intense political interest, as being 
the first addres,s delivered by the new Premier to his party 
aod the country at large. And the affect of the demonstra- 
tion was increased by the presence of ten other ministers. 
A feature of the meeting was the spontaneous and enthus- 
iastic i-eceptioD accorded to the Hon. Mr. Angei'Sj as a tribute 
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to liis manly administration in Quebec. And the aggressive 
oratory of the Hon. C. H. Tupper was of a nature calcu- 
lated to stir up any Canadian audience. 

Sir John Thompson's speech must be read to be 
appreciated. Most of the great audience had never seen j 
or heard the Premier and seemed to be somewhat surprised I 
when the full, deep, satisfying voice which seems to coma | 
only fi-om down by the sea, as it breaks upon the shores 
of the Maritime Provinces, sounded through the building. 
As he went on in grave, serious, but sincere, style, the 
interest deepened and there were few present when the J 
speaker concluded, who did not realise that he was a manj 
who would do what seemed his duty in any eraergencyj 
and in face of any difficulties. And there was no doubM 
about the Conservatism of that speech. It meant to thea 
asaeniljled throng and to the myriad readers of the succeed-^ 
ing day, that the third Sir John was worthy to carry the 
flag planted by Sir John Macdonald, and supported by Sir 
Jolrn Abbott. It meant that he was going to stand by the 
principle of Canada for the Canadians, and the British 
Empire for all 

Some portions were especially vigourous, as for 
instance, when he declared that a little while ago " we were 
taunted with waving the old flag ; and a lot of traitors, a 
lot of cowards who have not the courage to be traitors, 
although they have the will, would sneer at the old flag: 
sneer at the loyalty we inherited from our fathers : sneer 
at the institutions which our fathers were so proud to leave 
us." This was sufficiently energetic language, and it cer- 
tainly pleased the audience immensely. But the memorable 
demonstration had its pathetic side, as did so many other 
events in the last crowded years of the Premier's life 
When President Armstrong of the Young Men's Conserva- 
tive Association inti-oduceO Sir John to the audience as one 
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\ibo would provide " a great future for tlie Coiiser\ ative 
party, and would not only legislate for tlie dcinanda of tlie 
liour, but for tlie demands of the future," it seemed as if 
the new leader presented the very picture of health, vigour 
and manlineas. What a commentary upon assertions and 
uppearaneea that future was destined to be! 

Parliament met on the 26th of January. The chief 
topic of political conversation was the tai'ifF and the 
proposed changea Several Conservative members had 
declared in favour of some amendment. Mr, Cockburn of 
Centre Toronto, Mr. Daviu, Mr. Boyd, Mr. Calvin and Mr. 
Mclneriiey of New Brunswick, all desired some altera- 
tions, though their proposals were not very radical. Mr. 
McCarthy, however, and his faithful colleague, Colonel 
O'Brien, were pronounced in their advocacy of lower duties. 
The Session commenced with an eloquent speech from 
the new Maritime orator^ Mr. Mclnerney, who moved the 
Address and wound up his peroration by quoting lines 
eminently appropriate, not only in a general sensCj but in a 
particular application to the statesman who was then at 
the head of the Government : 

" Build that these wills to coming genarationa, 

Your akill, your strength, yoar faithfulness shall tell ; 
That all niay say bb storms and uenturies test them, 

The men of old built well." 

And, SO far as Sir John Thompson was given the time, 

he did build well. Incidentally, Mr. Laurier in addressing 

the House four days later, referred in generous terms to 

k the successful career of the new Premier. "There has Lioen 

! no public man in Canada at any time," he declared, "whose 

advancement has been so rapid. He came into this House 

I at a comparatively recent date, preceded by a high reputa- 

L tion for ability, which he had earned in his own Province, 

I which led everybody, friends and opgoaeute «.\\'«.'&,'ya "kw^jA. 
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a great deal from him, and that expectation has besn 
realized since he entered tliia House." On the 14th of 
February following, Mr. Foster delivered his Budget 
Speech and announced the proposed alterations in the tariff 
They were not numerous, and consisted merely in a reduc- 
tion of the duty on binder twine from 25 to 12^ per cent., 
and the abolition of certain restrictions on coal oil. But it 
was stated that at the close of the Session a tliorough 
inquiry into the tariff would be carried out by himself, the 
Minister of Trade and Commerce an 1 the Comptrollers of 
Customs and Inland Revenue. Personal interviews would 
be had with the merchants, manufacturers and farmers, 
and a measure of Tariff Reform was promised for 1891 as 
the result of this investigation. 

As Sir John Thompson was required in Paris within 
a couple of months to fill the distinguished position of a 
British arbitrator on the Behring Sea Coiomission, an 
effort was made to have a brief session. Mr. McCarthy, 
however, came forward in March with a long tariff amend- 
ment and a long speech, each of which embodied very 
fully his views on the ever burning fiscal issue. He con- 
tended that the protective tariff had answered its purpose, 
and was now merely useful for the development of trusts 
and combines; that it was becoming burdensome to the 
consuming classes and the fanners ; that it ought to be 
amended by the substantial reduction of cutoms duties in 
favour of the United Kingdom-; and that a light reduction 
might well be made in favour of the United States and oE 
different portions of the Empire, where they were willing 
to reciprocate. Upon one point he spoke with no uncer- 
tain sound. He was " absolutely and unequivocally opposed 
to any kind of so-called free trada, no matter whether it 
gave ns a continental market or not. which discriminated 
^^inat the Mother-Land," Dr. Moptague replied with 
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I characteristic eloquence and ability, and the discuasion 
P eventually closed with a Government majority of 54. 

Another incident in which Provincial rights were 
involved took place during this Session. Early in thai 
I year certnin important coal mines in Nova-Scotia had been 
handed over by the Local Government to an American 
syndicate nnder terms which were declared to be extremely 
[ advantageous to the Province. But many Conservatives 
t opposed the arrangement, and a deputation of members of 
[ Parliament waited upon the Governor General, and asked 
I him to disallow the measure on the ground chiefly that 
I foreigners in control of the mines might fire or flood them 
I in time o£ war, thus cutting off the coal supply of the a 
[ navy, and proving of Imperial as well as Frovinciall 
I injury, C!onstitutional questions of some interest wer^ 
id as to the propriety of individual members trying tM 
I nsurp the power of the House as a Legislative body, an^l 
* of the Government as an advisory and executive body.4 
Mr. Mills brought the matter up on February 17th, and'^ 
after some slight discussion Sir John Thompson stated that-1 
the whole affair was a mere conversation and entirely! 
informal ; that the Governor General had asked to have 
the matter put into such a shape that he could lay it before 
his constitutional advisers; and that no opinion could be 
expressed as yet beeauso the statute in question hadj 
not reached the Department of Justice. ' Eventually, Sirl 
John took the ground that the mines belonged to the J 
k Province and that the Federal authorities were not entitled 
1 to interfere with them. Tbe bargain might be bad, but it 
I was for the people of Nova-Scotia to deal with the matter^ 
I'and not the Dominion Government. J 

I Towards the close of the session, which, as expected,.! 

I was a very short one, the Premier left for Paris and Mrtfl 
I Foster acted as leader of the House. A couple of maTLtbafl 
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after the mijcnirnuieat on April Ut, n. new departmentiil 
scauJal developeii itself and oae which was promptly doalt 
with. Summarized, it showed an expenditure of $4o0,()00 
upon the reconstruction of the hridges over the Lachino 
Canal at Montreal, in place of the estimated cost of 8 1 75,000. 
A Royal Commission was at once appointed and Mr. Hag- 
gart as head of the Department of Railways and Canals 
had the enquiry pushed in every possihle direction. It 
was soon foUnd that the contracts had been fraudulently 
handled and that largo sums had been wasted without the 
knowledge of the Minister. Of course the question imme- 
diately became a party one, the Opposition contending that 
the head of the Department ahould have known something 
of what was gftJng on and prevented it : the Minister and 
his friends declaring that the usual care was exercised in 
making the payments, hut that the frauds had occurred 
through forged pay lists and gross misrepresentation on 
the part of the contractors, The Engineer in charge of the 
worka was Kuspended and later on the Minister of Justice 
hod a suit instituted against the contractor for $143,000. 

There is no doubt that Sir John Thompson felt keenly 
such occurrences as this. They showed a tendency to 
carelessness or dishnneaty in the connection of officials 
with the public business to a degree which would not be 
endured for a moment in the conduct of ony large private 
concern. Of course, a Minister cannot as a rule, go behind 
the properly certified pay sheets and documents of his de- 
partment, but a very clearly defined impression existed 
in the minds of the public at this time and had been 
• growing since the scandals of 1S91, that members of 
the Government should individually exercise more control 
over the choice and qualities of their subordinates, as well 
«s over the anteeedtnts and ehai'acters of the men who 
were given contracts, and permitted to aid in the great and 
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accessary work of carrying on, or completing, the country's 
public undertakings. And it is safe to say that Sir John 
Thompson .sympatliized stringly with thia view. 

Mea-ntiine tariff questions and politics had been com- 
ing more and more to the frout throughout the country. 
The Ministera recently selected for the purpose started 
their inquiries ; the Patrons of Industry formulated their 
platform ; Mr. McCarthy announced his policy through the 
medium of a League and the employment of an organizer ; 
the Liberal party met in convention and passed resolutions 
both varied and voluminous. The Patrons declared them- 
es in favor of British connection; the abolition of t'lo 
Senate; the election of county officials, with the exception 
of County Juilges ; a tariff for revenue adjusted so aa to 
tax luxuries; reciprocal trade with any countries which 
were willing to negotiate ; prohibition of railway grants ; 
and the preparation of the Dominion and Provincial voter's 
lists by municipal officers. The McCarthy policy has already 
been pretty well outlined, but the new organization had 
3 very distinct planks regarding the absolute right of 
I the provinces to control education, the necessity of having 
no interference with the Manitoba Schools' law, and the de- 
sirability of any future redistribution of seats being based 
upon an equality of population and upon county and city 
' boundary lines. 

The Liberal Convention at Ottawa early In July was 
a great success, and the delegates certainly could not com- 
plain of the warmth of their reception. But though the 
\ weather was tropical, the work done in platform making 
[ and speaking was very considerable. The policy finally 
f-evolved by a gathering which boasted the presence of 
f nearly every prominent Liberal in the Canadian commu- 
fcjiity, and which was representative in ability as well as io 
■Jiumbers, may be summed up aa follows; 
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1. Denunciation of the protective tariff. 

2. The necessity of low revenue duties, 

3. lEleciprocity with the United States in natunil 
products and in a selected list o£ manufactured articles. 

4. Arraignment of the Government as corrupt. 

5. The necessity for great economy. 

6. The repeal of the Franchise Act. 

7. A Dominion plebiscite on Prohibition. 

8. Reform of the Senate. 

About this time also the Protestant Protective Asso- 
ciation rose out of the ruins of the Equal Rights organiza* 
tion, and prepared to forward a mission of error and 
misunderstanding. So far as can be authoritatively 
gathered, its platform declared bitter opposition to Roman 
Catholicism as an element of political power; denounced 
all religio -political organizations (except itself) as enemiea 
to civil and religious liberty ; favoured one general unsec- 
tarian school organization and the taxing of all church 
property ; repudiated the use of public funds for any 
sectarian purpose ; and proclaimed it " unwise and unsafe 
to elect to civil, political or military office in this Dominion 
men who owe supreme allegiance to any foreign potentate 
or ecclesiastical power." 

Such, in brief, were the various political divisions and 
party policies which the Conservative Premier had to face 
upon his return from Paris late in AncTist. A tour of the 
Province of Oiitr " " .. ■' ■■'■ " . .ilile results 

to Sir John Ti' iitcreasted 

acquaintance '■' .suits to 

the party tbroij 
its policy 8 
■■eplai 
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The Behrinq Sea Questios. 

In 1886, the year following Sir John Thompson's 
'entry into Dominion politics, news of a somewhat serious 
character had come from the far north of the American 
continent. While engaged in seal-hunting, out of sight of 
land, and in what is generally understood to bo the open 
three Canadian schooners were seized by the United 
itates revenue cutter Goi'win and taken to an Alaskan 
lort. There the ofEoecs were tried iu the American Court 
for the District of Alaska, anrl condemned to fines and 
imprisonment, while their vessels were confiscated — on the 
general charge of contravention of the United States laws. 
This high-handed proceeding attracted immediate and 
wide-spread attention. Throughout Canada the feeling 
was one of indignatioUj though not altogether of surprise, 
as the people had some knowledge of the American tendency 
to claim everything in sight where international relation- 
ships were concerned. But aside from any injury done to 
Canadian citizens and British subjects, these seizures — 
which were continued from time to time during en.suing 
years — opened up wide and important questions of Mari- 
jurisdiction. It has been generally assumed that the 
tw of nations gives complete territorial rights to the 
;tent of one marine league (three mites) from the shore. 
specific case'^, by custom or treaty, the right of a nation 
control a greater distance may have been admitted, but 
were the exceptions which are usually taken to prove 
On the Atlantic coast of CanadA,t.lx«. M^'^'^^ 
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SUtes for years, both before and after setting up this el. urn 
on the Pacific, had tried to break down the Canadian right 
to control even throe inilos from the shore. But whatever 
the local circumstances might be, this claim to jurisdiction, 
Bixty miles from the coast, was practically an arbitrary 
assertion of a complete right to the ownership of part of 
Behring Sea, and if sustained or allowed would have placed 
that great body of water, eleven hundred mile-" long by 
eight hundred miles broad, largely under the control of 
Russia and the United States. 

The charge laid against these vessels, their officers and 
owners, was that of being found " engaged in killing fur- 
seal within the limits of Alaska territory and in the watei-s 
thereof, in violation of section 1956 of the Revised Statute.^ 
of the United States." Obviously, therefore, to make these 
and subsequent seizures legal, a. great part of Behring Sea, 
or what was really a portion of the North Pacific Ocean, 
had to be included within the limits of American jurisdic- 
tion. And as the claim to this authority was as esteosiTe 
as might be the wandering instincts or fancies of the 
Alaskan seal in the vast waters of the Pacific, it will be 
appreciated as a pretty large one. Several reasons were 
given by the United States for its action. One was nominal 
and reasonable in appearaace. It was evidt-ncetl in an 
invitation extended to Great Britain, France, Germany, 
Sweden and Norway, Russia, and Japan, in 1SS7, asking 
tliem to "enter into such an arrangement with tlic Govern- 
ment of the United States as will prevent the citizens of 
either country from killing seal in Behring Sea at such 
times and places, and by such intithrids. m iivc. at present 
pursued, and which threaten t' iiination of 

these animals an<l con<ieqae^' : nkind." 

This phildudiropi \i 

appearance, bat. H 
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. covered a, very sordid reality. For mtiuy yeiira the 
laaka ComiuL'i'cial Company had enjoyed n, practical 
monopoly of aualin^ in the Aleutiiin Islands and oq the 
Alaskun coast, the value of which to them and to the 
American Government may be estimated by the report of 
a Con^-esaional Committee in 18S9, which declared that 
the Company had under the terms of their contract paid 
the Government $5,597,000 up to June 30th, 1888. And 
the total amount received from custom? duties on Alaska 
dressed seal skins imported from Engjland waa, during the 
same period, 83,4*26,000. As the total amount paid by the 
United States to Russia for the purchase of Alaska in 1867 
waiS only 87,200,000, and the expenses ol' Government 
from then to June. 1SS8, had not exceeded $400,000, the 
advantage of a continuance and extension of this monopoly 
ia apparent. 

It waa further claimed that the Russian Government 
had exercised exclusive control over these fisheries and 
over the seals in the disputed waters, until the cession of 
Alaska, when its rights passed naturally to the United 
States. The British Government, on the other hand, 
expressed every desire to regulate sealing so as to preserve 
the species, but altogether denied the American claims of 
wide Maritime jurisdiction, and pointed out that the 
United States had more than once protested against the 
Russian attempts at exercising similar powers. Lord 
Salisbury, in voluminous disspatches, apparently proved by 
extracts from the diplomatic correspondence of many years 
liefore, that England hatl always refused to admit any 
Kussian claims in this matter of jurisdiction ; that a Con- 
vention between the countries in 1825 had been regarded 
on both sides as a renunciation on the part o£ Russia ; and 
that Behring Sea had always been considered a portion of 
the Pacific Ocean, and not in any sense a closed sea, ils wa-i 
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at first claimed by Mr. Blaine on belialf of the United 
States. 

Despite the most conciliatory correspondence on tUe 
part of Great Britain, and every efibrt on the aide o£ 
Canada, to bring matters to some satisfactory conclusion, 
the element in the United States which is always delighted 
when some trouble arises between the Republic and the 
Empire, continued to urge active aggressive meiiBUres, and 
to praise the seizures of Canadian vessels which were still 
taking place. Canadian fishermen pursuing an honourable 
and legal occupation were stigmatised as " poachers," and 
every effort was made to hamper and injure tbera in their 
work. Finally, when it was announced in the American 
press early in 1890 that the same system would be con- 
tinued during the ensuing season. Lord Salisbury appar- 
ently concluded that the time had passed for conciliation, 
and that bluster should be met by a firm announcement of 
the inevitable result of maintaining such a policy. Accord- 
ingly, on June 13th, Sir Julian Pauncefote, British minister 
at Washington, was finally instructed to make the follow- 
ing declaration : 

" Her Britaiinio Maj. ' 
out noticing, (he piibUu 
Government of the Uiiit..i 
British veaaela navigatin- 
States, of which Ihey hav 
ia io consequence instructi 
and to liecliiro t hilt ifti ; 
Government of 1 1 i 
may ensue frimi ■ 
intemationail L.'^ 

This last ■ . . 
stating that i' ■ 
employed, or i ■ ■' 
only aupplieil i'..i' 
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the Mother- Country would never figlit for Oanadian 
inteiests a^iiinst the Unite 1 States, but, as is always the 
case when honest bohinesa encounters unmeaning bluster 
■and brag, it brought the whole question down from the 
clouds uf controversy to a reasonable basis for settlement. 
And no more seizures were made. Early in 1891, negotia- 
tions for arbitration were commenced, and each country 
appointed Commissioners! to investigate the real habits and 
environment of the seal. Sir George Baden-Powell, M.P., 
a strong friend of Imperial unity, and Professor George M. 
Dawson, of Canada, were the British Commissionera ; and 
Professors Mendenhall and Merriam those appointed by 
the United States. A year later an arrangement was 
consummated pending the submission of the questions to 
Arbitration, and the Treaty to that end was finally ratified 
on May 7th. 

The Tribunal as appointed in June following, waa 

composed of some very eminent men. Under the terms of 

the treaty. Great Britain selected two arbitrators, the 

United States two, France, Italy, and Norway and Sweden, 

one each. The British arbitrators were the Rt. Hon. Lord 

Hannen, and the Prime Miniater of Canada. The former 

had been for many years a distinguished English judge, 

and waa a man of much intellectual force, and of strong 

■character. Sir John Thompson afterwards said of him 

,t from first to last he " exhibited the strongest determin- 

,tion that Canada should attain justice, both as to legal 

[uestions and as to the regulations, and was not in the 

lightest degree moved by the persistent eflbrt which was 

lade from beginning to end to divide the British from 

lanadian interests in the matter." 

The American arbitrators were men of ability and 
itanding, bliough thoroughly imbued with the idea that the 
ipublic was always right, and that in no cuiae could tka 
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ends of justice be served unless the American contention 
was maintained up to the hilt. Mr. Justice Harlan had 
been a Republican in politics, and Senator Morgan was a 
Southerner, and a somewhat liary Democrat. Baron de 
Courcel, who represented France, was a distinguished 
jurist and diplomatist, and was ultimately selected to 
preside over the Tribunal, which he did with a grace and 
dignity worthy o£ the highest eoumieudation. Jtaly sent 
the Marquis Venosta, a jurist, an ex-Minister of State, and 
a Senator. Sir Jolm at a later period described his written 
opinions at the private meetings of the arbitrators as 
having shown gi-eat learning in legal precedents ; skill in 
the analysis of evidence ; and wide comprehension of Eng- 
lisli law. Mr. Gregora Gram, the arbiti-ator appointed by 
Sweden and Norway, was Minister of Foreign Affairs in 
his own country and had obtained much varied experience 
from twelve years' spent on the Mixed Tribunal of Egypt. 
Meantime, Canada had been further honoured by the 
selection of the Hon. Charles H. Tupper, to act &s British 
Agent, in the preparation of the case. Sir Richard 
Webster, Q. C, Sir Charles Russell, Q. C, Christopher Rob- 
inson, Q.C , of Toronto, and the Hon. W. H. Cross, M.P., were 
the British Counsel. The American Agent was General J. 
W. Foster, and the Ootmsel were the Hon. E. J. Phelps, 
formerly Minister to Great Britain, Judge Blodgett, and 
Mr. J. S. Carter. The points submitted for decision were 
as follows : 

I. What exclusive jurisdiction in the sea known aa 
the BehringSea, and what exclusive rights in the seal fish- 
eries therein did Russia assert and exercise prior and up to 
the time of the cession of Alaska to the United States ? 

II. How far were these claims of jurisdiction as t'l 
the seal fisheries recognized and conceded by Great Britain ? 

ni. Was the body of water now known as the Behr- 
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ing Sea included in the phrase, " Pacific Ocean," a-i used in 
the treaty of 1825 between Great Britain and Russia, and 
what rights, if any, in the Behrin^ Sea were held and ex- 
clusively exercised by Russia after said treaty ? 

IV. Did not all the rights of Russia as to jurisdictioQ 
and as to the seal fisheries in Behring Sea east of the water 
boundary, in the treaty between the United States and 
Russia of the 30th March, 1867, pass unimpaired to the 
TJnited States under that treaty ■ 

V. Has the United States any right, and, if so, what 
right, of protection or property in tho fur seals frequenting 
the islands of the United States in Behrinw Sea when such 
seals are found outside the ordinary three-mile limit. 

Besides these questions it was stipulated that in the 
event of the United States being declared to have no ex- 
clusive rights outside of the three mile limit, a decision 
flhouid be made as to the necessary concurrent regulations 
for the preservation of the fur seal, and that the arbitrators 
should say whether damages were to he awarded Canada 
in the event of the decision upon questions of right going 
against the United States. 

Sir John Thomp.son's appointment as an Arbitrator 
was hailed with general satisfaction. Even his strongest 
opponents conceded the fact that in judicial qualifications 
and breadth of intellect no better selection could be made. 
It was felt that his known firmness of character, his know- 
ledge of maritime law, and previous experience in minor 
diplomatic missions, peculiarly fitted him for the mainte- 
nance of Canadian rights at this important juncture. Con- 
fidence wa.s also entertained in his justness of view and 
ability to discriminate between blustering claims and those 
founded upon at least a measure of right The Speech from 
the Throne in proroguing Parliament on April 1st, 1893, 
practically embodied this sentiment of fairweae, TO'Ko^&s.Tssi 
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doubt approved, if not prepared, by Sir John Thompson 
hitoaelf ; " the Domination of the Prime Minister ot Canada 
03 one oE the Arbitrators affords a guarantee that the in- 
terests of our sealers will be properly, thoufjh not unduly, 
eafefjuarded." Only those who have been able to closely 
follow American diplomacy as displayed in the various 
Washington Treaty negotiations, and in the Alabama and 
other questions, can fully appreciate the distinction between 
the calm dignity of that simple sentence and the assertive , 
and aggressive nature of American claims in general inter-'g 
national differences. M 

Every possible environment of luxury and hospitalityfl 
awaited the Arbitrators when they met in Paris on ApiiO 
4th. Spacious rooms in the Foreign Office were placed an 
their disposal, and entertainments without number ancll 
without price were given them by the kindly leaders, socitJ I 
and political, of the .French Republic. But it was a period 
of very hard work aa well as one of enjoyment in tbo form ■■ 
of banquets and receptions. There were specialists presenfc 
in every branch covered by the arguments ot the counsel , 
— the British staff included more than fifteen — and besides 
the necessity of mastering all the voluminous special re- 
ports thus presented numberless drafts of each argument ' 
had to be studied, and modified or elaborated by the arbi- i 
trators to suit the circumstances and their convictions in | 
the premises. The position of Sir John Thompson was 
peculiarly difficult. As the Canadian Premier he was re- j 
sponsible to the Canadian Parliament for whatever decisicHM 
he accepted. As a British arbitrator be was responsible ttiB 
the Imperial Government in this attempt to settle a quefr*™ 
tion wbieh could now only be disposed of by arbitration or 
war. 

He had to find or accept some plan by which the ulci- 
mateiy admitted right of Canadians to seal in Bebiing Sea 
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might Be reconciled with the equally proper deai're, as 
. by the Americans, for the preservation of the 
species from final destruction. He had to face the 
contention of the United States that Canada was the 
cause of the whole trouble ; that it was aggressive and 
hostile to the Republic ; that its influence was so great in 
the Imperial Government aa to make it a constant source 
of annoyance to the United States aud the cause of 
unfriendly relations between that country and the Empire. 
Fortunately for a satisfactory solution. Lord Haiineu 
became greatly impressed with the knowledge and force- 
fulness of character displayed by Sir John, and sup- 
ported him strongly in the various discussions which took 
place. And it was natural that such should have been the 
case. A weak Canadian representative would have in- 
volved a lack of backbone in the British arbitrator, no 
matter how well intentioned the latter might have been. 
A strong Canadian meant two British Commissionera work- 
ing for the interests of both Canada and Britain, instead of 
one who might have aimed chiefly at the making of a 
Treaty which would relieve England of a serious diplomatic 
trouble, even if it sacrificed some unappreciated Canadian 
interest. 

The arguments of counsel on both sides were long and 
able; although the Americans, as usual, were away ahead 
in the amount of talking done and in the length of speeches. 
One unfortunatu occurrence, was the use by the American 
counsel of eei'tain documents which appeared to prove the 
Russiau claim to exclusive jurisdiction in Behring Sea, 
but which, after submis,sion to the Tribunal, were found to 
the astonishment of all concerned, to have been very clever 
forgeries, perpetrated by an employ^ of the United States 
Department of State. They were promptly withdrawn, but 
with them went a part of the American, alauosi. YS3>si&^, 
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judgment was given on August 15th, and on every claim 
advanced by the United States regarding maritime juris- 
diction and exclusive rights, decision was given against the 
Republic, and in favour of the contentions so long and skil- 
fully maintained by Canada and Britain. But the Tribunal 
decided to prescribe regulations, and by a majority vote — 
Judge Harlan and Senator Morgan dissenting because they 
were not suflSci^ntly vigourous, and Sir John Thompson 
for the opposite reason — it was settled that no seals were 
to be taken within a zone of sixty miles of the PribylofF 
Islands ; that the close season was to be from May 1st. to 
July 31st ; ithat only sealing vessels with a special license, 
and a distinguishing flag should be allowed to seal ; and 
that the use of nets and firearms should be forbidden. It 
was also decided that an indemnity — the amount to be 
afterwards settled — must be paid Canadian sealers by the 
United States Government, for the vessels and cargoes 
which had been unlawfully captured. 

The result was really a great victory for British 
interests in both the Imperial and the purely Canadian sense. 
In the former connection it secured an invaluable prin- 
ciple regarding maritime jurisdiction which it would have 
been madness for the Empire to have allowed any infring- 
ment of ; it settled a diflScult and dangerous question ; it 
restored friendly relations with the United States. In the 
latter it proved Canada to have had justice and right 
upon its side ; it vindicated the policy of Canadian states- 
men ; it showed that the Mother Country was standing 
behind the Dominion, and guarding local as well as Im- 
perial interests ; it freed Canadian sealers from the charge 
of poaching ; it promised to restore to them the property 
so unjustly taken away. The only objection was the fear 
which Sir John felt as to the effects of the regulations upon 
the Canadian sealing industry, which, however, were so 
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liappily diaaipated by experience, and by the unei^ualled 
catch wliich followed during the season of 189-1. 

Rewards and honoura were freely bestowed upon those 
taking part in the British case. Sir Richard Webster and 
Sir Charles Russell were each given the insignia of a 
G.C.M.G. The latter also became, not long afterwards, Lord 
Russell of Killowen and Chief Justice of England. Mr. 
Christopher Robinson, Q.C., of Toronto, was offered Knight- 
hood, but for personal reasons declined the honour. The 
able young Minister of Marine and Fisheries, who had 
devoted so much time and labour to the preparation of the 
caae, was made a K.C.M.G., and last, but not least, the 
Premier of Canada was called to the Imperial Privy Coun- 
cil — and became entitled to the greatly valued prefix of 
" Right Honourable," Membership in Her Majesty's Privy 
Council is a rare distinction outside the United Kingdom, 
and within its bounds is considered by many public men to 
be ample reward for a lifetime of loyal servica For many 
years Sir John A. Macdonald was the only Colonial states- 
man who had attained the distinction ; then William Bede 
Daltey, the eloquent Australian politician, who was instru- 
mental in sending the famous contingent to the Soudan, 
joined the ranks; and a tew years later Sir Alfred Stephen, 
the greatest of Australian jurists, and a man of the highest 
character and most distinguished political reputation, was 
appointed. All are now dead, including Sir John Thomp- 
son himself : 

" Like utouda that raka the mountaiD summiti. 

Or waves tlint own nu curbing hand ] 
How fast tiiiB brother followed brother 

From Bunsbine to the sunless hrnd." 

Apart from the distinguished honour bestowed by his 
Sovereign, the Premier's services upon this great Imperial 
occasion were recognized in Canada wiH\ \m ^-aSiJ^fQJt 
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praise or half-hearted approval. Politics for the moment 
were dropped, and although there was some slight attempt 
afterwards to make capital out of the apparent danger of 
the sealers from the new regulations, all agreed as to the 
commanding ability shown by Sir John Thompson at 
Pflria. Speaking at Belleville on September 28th fol- 
lowing their return. Sir (Jharles Hibbert Tupper i-eferred 
enthusiastically to the work done by his chief : 

" I desire to say, and history will tell you that what I 
say is true, that our own leader, a true Canadian, a 
Canadian born, took first rank at that Tribunal. While I 
don't say that your interests would have beeu unsafe in the 
hands and under the management of English statesmen, I 
know that the Britith Foreign Seci-etary will agree with 
me when I tell you, in reference to this (question and the 
regulations in reference to the settling of the immediate 
interests of the people on our Pacific coast, that we would 
have come out very small indeed had we not had Sir John 
Thompson forming one of the court which heard that case." 
Senator Miller, speaking to an interviewer after hia 
return from a prolonged visit to Europe during the monthn 
in which the Arbitration had been progressing, declai-ed 
with equal emphasis that two things had been conclusively 
proved in this connection ; first, the ample justice of the 
British case, and second, the transcendont ability of Sir 
John Thompson : " Although tha deliberations of the 
tribunal were prr""* '^ '■ -,- t ' ^' - the Cana- 
dian Premier v. 'lion, and 
lam told that. ■■ t.heones 
advanced by ^ ' '> 
lengthy addm; 
on the mindfi ■■■'. 
similar tnlnL' 
I MndSir I : >■ 
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Upon his reaching Quehec on Aii^'ust 25th, accom- 
panied by Sir Charles Tupper and by the Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries, Sir John was received by a number 
of prominent men and welcomed back to Canada, In an.a 
interview with a Toronto Empire correspondent, Ibi^ 
Premier dealt at length with the issues which Iiad bee 
involved. He pointed out that the British Government 
I had already compensated Camidian sealers to the extent o£ 
L' $100,000 for abstaining from seal hunting; in Behring Sea 
during the operation of the nwdus vivendi, and that under 
tlie terms of the Award the United States would be com- 
pelled to pay damages for the vessels illegally seized during 
many years' past. The claims for compensation had all 
been filed in London, and carefully adjusted. It may be 
flaid here that the amount ultimately agreed upon — 
SV25,000 — has not yet been paid by the American Gov- 
ernment* He went on to indica,te the importance of the 
decision. The contentions of the United States involved 
nothing short of " absolute dominion over the Behring Sea 
for all purposes," and the American claims were so aggres- 
sively urged that " there could have been but one solution 
of the difficult situation if arbiti'ation had not been resorted 
to, and that was war." 

The next day Sir John Thompson arrived at Alexan- 

I dria on his way to Ottawa, and was welcomed by a crowd 

l.of people, a band and a royal salute from some guns which 

^bad been mounted for the purpose. An address was pre- 

lentcd, and in his reply the Premier dwelt upon the 

giational import of the mission from which he had just 

* returned ; its removal of a caufic of serious dispute ; and its 

proof of the advantages accruing from British connection. 

A little later in the day he reached Ottawa, and was met 

■ by assembled citizens and presented with an address from 

■Petitnar; 12th, ISUd. 
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the Civic Council But the compliment he most keenly 
appreciated in this connection was the banquet tendered 
by the St. James' Club, Montreal, on November 21st. The 
commercial metropolis had already on September 12th, 
done something in the form of public addresses and a 
public reception to welcome the Prime Minister home, but 
it remained for the St. James' Club dinner to complete the 
pleasant tribute. 

A large number of prominent political opponents 
shared in the demonstration, and it was this which so 
greatly enhanced the pleasure with which Sir John is 
known to have regarded this particular incident. Always 
disliking partisanship, it was to him like a green and 
beautiful oasis in a desert of political expediency and party 
considerations. An interesting feature of the occasion was 
a letter from Judge Davidson, of Montreal, regretting his 
inability to attend, and stating of the Premier that, " In a 
sense which is far away from and far above the strife of 
parties, he deserves this tribute to his life and character as 
a public man, for to all of us Canadians he stands out as an 
example of the lesson taught by Demosthenes that ' man 
is not born to his parents only, but to his country.' " 

Sir John Thompson appreciated these kind words so 
greatly that he wrote privately on November 27th to Mr. 
Justice Davidson in a style which indicates how much he 
really felt political abuse and misrepresentation : 

"My Dear Judge — 

" Our friend. Judge Wurtele, showed me your very 
kind letter to him on the occasion of the dinner of last 
week at St. James* Club. I thank yon most sincerely for 
this and all the other indicationa of your .kindness which 
I have had. The banquet was <- kflku; and the 

cordiality of everybodY ve.more 
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iliaiiks than I can ever give for such 
ment. We, who are in political life, hi 



splendid compli- 
1 to enduTe many 
insults and suspicions which we do not deserve, and must, 
therefore, be permitted to take with equanimity kindnesses 
like these which far exceed our merits. Friends like 
Wurtele and yourself, and a tew others, work out this law 
of compensation in such a way as to relieve public life of 
ibs cares and odium. 

" I remain, dear Judge, yours sincerely, 

"Jno. S. D. Thompson." 

At the banquet itself, which was presided over by Sir 
Donald Smith, M.P., the Premier spoke strongly concerning 
the valuable results of the arbitration : 

" Canada received everything she would be glad to 
have accepted after a triumphant war, and she got them 
without any of the losses which war would have entailed. 
The lesson which bears on our future was to be derived 
from the attitude of Great Britain. Her forbearance and 
sagacity avoided war, and the treatment accorded Canada 
was an achievement of which we might well be proud. 
When we appear with Her Majesty's commission in our 
hands, no foreign diplomat dares to question our creden- 
tials." 
V A few months later, on March 16th, 1894i, and during 

I the debate on the Address, Mr. Laurier attacked the Treaty 
t on account of the regulations, and accused Sir John 
Thompson of having returned home and spoken of the 
proceedings in a spirit of brag and blu.ster. Nothing could 
, be more incongruous with the known character of the 
' Premier than such a charge, and bis speech in reply 
f brushed away the attack like cobwebs from a ceiling. He 
showed his complete knowledge of the intricacies of the 
whole question, and in a very .short time demolished liifl 
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opponent's fine-spun theories, concluding with the state- 
ment that : 

" I have professed great satisfaction at the upholding, 
in the most solemn way and before all the nations, of the 
doctrine for which we in this House have contended, for 
which we have contended in our correspondence with the 
Imperial Government, and for which no people in this 
country have so zealously contended as my hon. friend and 
those who sit beside him, namely, for the right of Canada 
to have a ruling voice in negotiations which aflfect her 
interests." 
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CHAPTER XIX 



Sir John Thompson and Mb. McCarthy. 



During the comparatively brief, but important, period 
"■ of what may be termed his national career. Sir John Thomp- 
son had no mean opponents to encounter and to overcome. 
Mr. Blake was a foeman worthy o£ any steel. From a purely 

Iintelleetual standpoint he was probably the equal of any 
man in the House of Commons and the superior of 
most. Oratorically, he was not unlike the Minister of Jus- 
iaee in the days when they were pitted against each other. 
They both had the same faculty for amassing information 
and conveying it to the listener in logical and well- sustained 
periods. But Mr. Blake does not appear to have been as 
ready in his command of language, and the toil which he 
used to bestow upon the preparation of an important speech 
and the committing of it to memory, is a familiar matter to 
those who knew hiin As politicians all that can be said 
in a few words is that one succeeded while the other failed. 
Mr. Laurier was a dehghtful opponent, and no one appre- 
ciated his courtesy, tact, and natural graces of manner and 
oratory more than did Sir John Thompson. In many re- 
spects they were as opposite as the poles. The Liberal 
leader was apparently open in speech and style, excitable 
at times as is characteristic of his race, impetuous, and 
Laomewhat changeable. Sir John was always a reserved 
, and this tendency increased rather than diminished 
Eirith additional responsibihties. He never appeared to be 
1 excited, or so rarely as to make it almost remarkable ; was 
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never rash or hasty; and when once his mind was made up 
it was seldom changed. With Sir Richard Cartwright 
there was, of course, many a tilt, but on the whole Sir John 
Thompson appears to have rather admired the uncompro- 
mising political hostility of the Kingston knight. And 
this may be said in spite of the scathing Parliamentary 
attack of a certain memorable occasion. He is known 
also to have appreciated the ability displayed in the 
Budget criticisms, which during so many years, have helped 
to fill up the bill-of-fare in the House of Commons with a 
never failing raciness of .invective and retort. In this 
respect Sir Richard is probably the most powerful speaker 
Canada has ever possessed. Witiiout the ruggedness of 
Qeoi^e Brown he has a sarcastic style which seems to 
permeate not only his speech but himself, and which cer- 
tainly makes his invective the bitterest of that of any man 
in Canadian public life. 

The Hon. David Mills was another opponent whose 
knowledge of constitutional precedents and deep reading in 
general history made him worthy o£ every respect and 
attention. Mr. L. H. Davies, of Prince Edward Island, has 
for a long time been one of the Liberal leaders whose place 
is secure in the event of party success at the polls, and his 
characteristic Maritime eloquence had been known to Sir 
John Thompson since the period of the Halifax Fisheries' 
Award, when they found themselves for the first time pro- 
minently opposed to each other. And so with many more 
— the eloquent Paterson of Brant ; IVaser, the forcible free- 
trader from down by the sea ; lister, the %hting Liberal ; 
the fiery Tarte ; the irrepressible Devlin. But the one man 
who stands distinctly out as the head and fi-ont of the op- 
position to Sir John Thompson during recent years is Mr. 
D' Alton McCarthy, Circnmstam-fts n.;ii)n'?d to combine in 
order that tlld two mep.f^ioald a; ■ ;ntagomsm 
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|tto one another. Mr. McCarthy had refused to join the 
Liberal Opposition. Ho had declined to any longer sup- 
port the Conservative party. And hia hostility to the 
Conservative leader, whether personal or political, wa.y 

» voiced in nearly every important issue which has come 
before the House or the countiy since 1887. 
The unquestioned ability and force which the member 
for North Simcoe displayed in his speeches, furniahea, of 
course, all the greater tribute to the success with which Sir 
John Thompson surmounted the difficulties so gi'eatly aug- 
mented by Mr. McCarthy's attitude and advocacy. And in 
the same way the high rank which so many of the Liberal 
leaders took in debate, oratory, and upon the stump illus- 
trated the qualities of courage, concentration and conviction 
which were needed to pla<!e a comparatively new man firmly ' i 

rin the saddle of political supremacy and to maintain him in 
power. 
It is safe to say in this connection that the pubhc life 
of Canada haa never seen two men so diametrically opposed 
in convictions and characteristics as were Sir John and 
Mr, McCarthy, able to remain so long within the ranks 
o£ the same party ; working together in the interests of 
the same political leader. The one entered the national 
arena in 1885 under the local auspices, and with the 
warm co-operation of the hierarchy of his native Prov- 
ince. Though his appointment in itself was a tribute to 
personal ability and to judicial services, it is none the 

tleas a fact that his environment was such as would have 
imperceptibly influenced any man not possessed of strong 
principles and a still stronger sense of duty. He reached 
Ottawa entirely new to his surroundings, to the leaders with 
whom he had to serve, and to the politicians whom he would 
d to lead. He came also heralded as a. lawyer 
ility and a jurist of considerable reputation- 



336 LIFE AND WORK OF 

There he found Mr. D' Alton McCarthy established as 
a politician of long standing, of experience, and of cabinet 
rank. A close friend and intimate advisor of Sir John 
Macdonald, he was in addition the leader of the Ontario 
bar, and it was currently and very correctly supposed that 
he had been offered the particular portfolio which Mr. 
Thompson had just assumed. Naturally too he had been 
consulted for some years past upon constitutional issues as 
being an eminent) lawyer, and upon political questions as 
being President of the Conservative Union of Ontario and 
the recognized party leader in that important Province. 
But when the new Minister of Justice forged to the front 
as an authority upon legal matters, and as one upon whom 
the Prime Minister in his growing physical weakness could 
confidently throw much of the burden of what may be 
called working government; it was inevitable that the 
position of an outside supporter and friend should become, 
not necessarily less confidential, but certainly less influen- 
tial. And this might occur without reflecting in any way 
upon the ability and services of Mr. McCarthy. 

It was simply the inevitable result of a strong man tak- 
ing the place which the former might himself have filled with 
eminent success. For a time the two men worked together 
in apparent harmony, but it was not long before the diver- 
gence began to commence and develop. The Riel platform 
should have served as a mutual standing ground, but even 
here the contrast came out sharply. Mr. Thompson (as he 
was then) made a tour of the Province with the Premier 
during the elections of 1887. Everywhere he preached 
moderation ; justice and fairplay to all races and creeds ; 
toleration and a united Dominion. Meantime, Mr. Mc- 
Carthy — Barrie February 4th — ^was paving the way for a 
very different policy : ** Do you aapp< ." he declared, ** that 
the men of Ontario are ^j{ed 



SIR JOHN THOMPSON. 



337 



I 



period to a condition of subjection to one race — and I speak 
not of Ontario alone but of every man outside of the 
French 'uationaHty ? . . . Do they mix with ua ; aaaim- 
ilate with us ; intermarry with us ; do they read our liter- 
ture or learn our laws? No: everything with them is 
conducted on a French model, and while we may admire 
memhers of that race as individuals, yet as members of the 
body politic, I say they are the great dagger to our con- 
federacy." 

Then came the Jesuits' Estates Question, and the 
diSerencea along these lines became still more evident and 
distinct. Sir John Thompson did what he conceived to be 
bis duty in a time of sectarian danger and sectional strife. 
He even went slightly out of hie way to defend a religious 
body against which so mauy Protestants have been, and 
are, hopelessly and sincerely prejudiced, and which Mr. 
McCarthy attacked with much power. He endeavoured 
to throw a, wet blanket upon the agitation which Mr. Mc- 
Carthy was stirring up and fanning into a flame. While 
the one was counselling moderation and talking of the 
rights of Provinces, the dangers of strife, and the necessity 
of governing a mixed community upon principles of toler- 
ation and kindliness to all, the other was telling the people 
of Stayner, and incidentally of Canada — July 12th, 18^9^ 
that "now is the time when the ballot box will decide this 
'great question before the people, and if that does not 
supply the remedy in this generation, bayonets will supply 
it in the next." And with the coming of the French 
language and Manitoba schools' questions, the divergence 
between the two leaders becamo so marked that in looking 
back it is difHcult to see how they remained in even nominal 
alliance as long as they did. 

Necessarily, therefore, as Sir John Thompson | 
leadership, and a* hi,s views continued to have ' 
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and more weight with the Coneervative party, in oppoai- 
tioQ, at least, to those ennunciated by Mr. McCarthy, a 
pablic political separation of some kind became inevitahia 
And at the last moment the thread became so attenuated 
that the friends of both leaders were simply awaiting the 
movement which should make it snap. As it happened, the 
initiative was taken by the Government party through the 
medium of the 'Toronto Empvre. On December 30th, 1^*92, 
that paper in a brief, and not particularly impressive 
editorial, announced that " for some time past the political 
course of the member for North Simcoe has been a pro- 
longed and entertaining series of ' wobbles '." It declared 
that Mr. McCarthy had been holding quiet meetings in his 
constituency and warning his friends confidentially that he 
was about to leave the Conservative party. The article 
was sarcastic in tone, and wa.s eminently calculated to be 
offensive to the politician who was the object of the attack. 
A wide political discussion waa the immediate result. 
Mr. McCartb}^ seized the occasion to say that he had been 
"read out of the party." and really did not seem to mind 
the operation very much. The importance of the news- 
paper deliverance turned, however, upon whether it was 
inspired by, or known to, the leaders at Ottawa. Amongst 
those who understood the close relations existing between 
the Empire and the Government, there could only be one 
opinion, though it might not have been a wise one to 
announce at the moment. And nuvv that this particular 
page of journalistic hl.stm v i j-alt, it can do no 

harm to say that tlic ]■■ i the paper wa.*! 

guided very largely ^<y ''■■ '■ Ik*;; "f Sir.Tolui 

A. Macdonaldt nn^ i ,, i. 

tain's death^lv' 
suggestioDS ms:- 
Pirector, ■ 
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there before any move of importance was made, either ing 
politics or in the policy of the Empire. Financially, it wat 
not aided by advertising and Government patronage 1 
even a fair proportionate extent, and certainly not by I 
individual help of Ministers ; although outside opinion 
seemed to think that a Government organ naturally lived 
apon the Government. 
I However that may be, the denunciation of Mr. ! 

t Carthy, while not inspired in its exact wording by Sir Johi 
■ riiompson, was without a shadow of doubt, appi-oved 
Idm as a matter of party policy and party tactics. The 1 
severance was coming anyway, and at the critical moment ' 
the friends of the Premier might as well be allowed to take 
the initiative. And aside from any other authority, a 
comprehension of the close relations existing between The 
£m,pire management and the Conservative leader would 
ehow how impossible it was that such an important step 
should have been taken without the latter 's knowledge. No 
doubt also this fact was fully appreciated and understood by 
Mr. McCarthy himself. Whether it was a wise step to take. 
or not, is a debateable question, but that the drifting apart 
of the two men would come to some such result had lonj 
been absolutely inevitable. 

After this occurrence their public relations 
naturally not very friendly. That tbere was any personal 
hostility felt by Sir John Thompson towards his opponent 
and critic is altogether improbable. Neither by word or 
deed, in speech or document, with perhaps one exception, 
did he exhibit any anger or bitterness in this connection, 
At Belleville, durintj the demonstration in honour of Mr, 
Corby, the Premier made one significant reference, but i 
gtood alone in the many speeches of that autumn tour f 
"The men who would divide; the Conservative party, t 
men who would divide the country — for their a-taisAiiss 
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goes far enough to divide Canada as well as the party — 
thank God, have passed out of our ranks, and must pur- 
sue their nefarious work outside of them." When Sir 
John did allow himself scope he usually spoke strongly. 
Mr. McCarthy's position in hia own defence, and in reply 
to The Empire was at first strong and dignified. In a letter 
published on January 2nd, following the famous editorial, 
he claimed as much right to belong to the party " if ser- 
vices and devotion count for anything, as any man now in 
public life." He then outlined the points upon which he 
difiei-ed from the Conservative leader ; 

" 1. With reference to the Act respecting the Jesuits' 
Estates, which I thought, and still think, ought to have 
been disallowed under the veto power by His Eseellency 
the Governor General, and I spoke and voted accordingly. 

"2. With reference to the provisions regarding the 
North-West Territories, whereby the French language had 
been made official and put on the same basis as the English 
tongue, which, I endeavored, with a measure of success, to 
expunge from the statute book. 

" 3. The enactments as (o the separate schools in the 
North-West, which I have souglit, and at timoa aided by 
some of those who are now Miuiators til' the Cronni, to 
repeal. 

"4. IdidiM.- ■ ..!■: - 

the scheme of i ■ 
ment introduce I 
some of ita mo'-i 

But hen- 
matter histoid 
what ^! ■'' ■ 
McCarri,. 

been i.m: ■ 
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or the framing of ita policy," he is unalilp to reach a 
eatisfactory conclusion as to its tariff intentions. This 
sentence seemed to indicate a cei-tain amount of personal 
feeling which under the circumstances, is not altogether 
surprising. And at the same time it proved that he regret- 
ted the causes which had so perceptibly and steadily driven 
him along a road which seemed to most people capable of 
only one termination. When, upon Sir John Macdonald's 
death, he had approached the Minister of Justice, in con- 
nection with the formation of a new Cabinet, it is obvious 
tiiat he then believed himself as fully a member and leader 
of the party as was Sir John Thompson himself. 

The statomeut thus made was widely commented 
upon, and was practically repeated on the 25th of January 
following at Stayner : " It is not so much a question of 
policy that has driven me out of the ranks. It is the first 
time since I have been in public life that I have been 
ignored in the formation of a new Government. If I can- 
not be taken into the confidence of the councils of my 
party it ia time to assert my independence." This asser- 
tion was followed up by the claim that the Government 
were reaponsibte for the actioo of The Empire, and that 
\ the latter incident was a principal reason for his now 
L formally withdrawing from the Conservative party for 
I which in days gone by he had fought so brilliantly and 
[ well. 

There are two points which ought to be considered in 

Lcoming to a conclusion upon this historical matter. One 

■JBthatan injustice has been done to Sir John Thompson 

I supposing that Mr. McCarthy's opposition to a certain 

eof Government policy was the secret reason for a break 

Mi^jr^a the leiulers. It must appear from what has heen 

, result was inevitable, apart altogether 

E a, strict Roman Catholic a.wk y^.^ siiSo.'sx 
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having an environment of stem Protestantism. The fact 
is.that only Sir John Macdonald'a leadership could have held 
such divergent sympathies in any kind of anion. When 
Sir John Thompson became the practical leader in 1891, 
thei'e existed no earthly reason for his consultiog and 
working with Mr. D' Alton McCarthy. It might have been 
better had he tried to do so, but only along the lines of 
party expediency, and even the wisdom of that was doubt- 
ful The tmlh is, that Mr. McCarthy had so antagonized 
his own party friends, that it would have been almost 
impossible for a Prime Minister or leader to have asked his 
co-operation in those days of sectarian and sectional 
suspicion. 

But justice raual be done Mr. McCarthy, in a state- 
ment which is made with al! deference to his distinguished 
abilities and public services, he was hardly to be blamed 
for expecting consideration and attention from the leaders 
who had succeeded bis old chief. And there can be no 
doubt of his consistency and independence of thought and 
action in regard to French Canadian and Roman Catholic 
questions. For ycAi^ he. h^d fe lt CMMrttyn d atrongly 
that something- !' to ^^^^^^^^^kpnsidered 

dan^rous ag^i -^u^^^^^^^^^HblK^iticed 

the Premiership'. ■ „-J^^^^^^^^^^^^t^ >'• for 

principle, deaeaaA^^Bm^^^^^^^^^^^^^m received 
blame. As a^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^|niiL-^.tion« 
which fa 
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He probably thought the issue a personal one between 
f himself and Sir John Thompson. For a long time indeed 
[ they agreed upon the fiscal question, and while that was 
' the case, it is difficult to see how Mr. McCarthy could have 
been " read out " of the party unless he wanted to go, 
But finally that Hnk went also, and the only thing which 
continued to evidence a bond of fellowship was loyalty to 
a common sentiment regarding British union, and objection 
to any touch of Continentalism in trade or principle. 
The personal element, however, showed itself more and 
more strongly as time went on, and this must be pointed 
out in order to illustrate the justice of Sir John's conclu- 
sion that they could not longer work together within the 
i same party. During a speech at Toronto in April follow- 
ing The Empire episode, Mr. McCarthy referred to what 
he called " the maintenance of the dual language iniquity 
and the separate school anomaly in the North-West," and 
aaked if they constituted Tory doctrine. If so, then, " I 
% Tory. If it is a Conservative plank, I want to 
^□ow when it was put in the platform. Was it when Sir 
MOhn Thompson took charge of atiairs ? I think it was." 
Speaking oq May 1st at Orangeville, he was still more 
ixplicit. He pointed out that he was " an older man than 
r John, older in political experience, and older, too, than 
of the statesmen he had summoned." But the 
remier had formed his Cabinet. " They had all seen it 
i they liked it. It was a wonderful organiza- 
i, BO nicely balanced between the orange and the green. 
equipoise was so escellent that it could not move for- 
— it had no volition." This is rather bitter, and shows 
e t<^iu]oDcy of tbespeaker. At Listowel, on October 12th 
attrvod : "I am perfectly indifferent, politically speak- 
i the future may have in store for me. I am 
iilluw aay man to silence ni«\ 1 asai 
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to bend the knee to Sir John Thompson or Mr. Laarier. or 
anyone else." A^in, on Dec. IS'tb, at Millbrook, this 
feeling came out even more distinctly. Eeferring to the 
then recent Liberal victory in Winnipeg, he declared that 
his friemla there had done much towards Mr. Martin's 
success, and concluded by denouncing Sir John Thompson 
for his somewhat famous phrase used about this timo in 
describing the two Liberal champions of Roman Catholidsm 
and Protestantism respectively, as " the Black Tarte and 
the Yellow Martin " ; " Mr. Martin is the man who framed 
the law which repealed Separate Schools in Manitoba. Is 
he entitled to such an epithet for that act ? Martin will 
be remembered long after the Premier is forgotten." 

It is. therefore, e\-idently impossible, after a perusal oE 
Mr. McCarthy's speeches before and since the event, to 
blame Sir John Thompson for his action in December, 
ISOS, or to suppose that, so far as he was concerned, per- 
sonal or religions teelinsfs had anvthius to do witli the 
matter. Nor is it in'v ■ - :he 

late Premier's momoi} ; k. 

to feel that the 1 
consistent h 
in fioally ! 

And I 
withtndeai 
both Sir Jq| 
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creed. The one was a inaiL of iron will, with intellect and 
passions under stem subjection to his sense of duty. The 
other also possessed a strong will, but with a somewhat 
irada^nouB and enthusiastic temperament. The one was 
willing to work and mould existing material with the aid 
of time and patience; the other was ready to overtrim 
existing institutions or policies on the chance of replacing 
them with something better. Both had great ability. One 
is gone from the land he tried so well to serve, the other 
has still the opportunity for great and useful service to 
his country and empire. 
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^F CHAFTEB XX, 

^F Tbb New Qo^'ehsob Gkxebal asd a PouncAi. Tour. 

Immediately fallowing Sir Jobn Tbompeoo's retom 
from Paris he had the privil^e of joining in the welcome 
extended to the Eari and Countess of Aberdeen, who had 
come to take ap the reins c^ vice-r^&l anthority, and 
iocidexitally. to cement tlka warm friaidship which bod 
already grown np between tfaemselTes and the Prima 
Uinistar. Ltuly Aberdeen, in an srt»de cootribated to an 
English joomal shortly after his death, vividly pourtrays 
the occasion of their first meeting Sir John. It was oa the 
Pariaian durii^ a trip to Canada in 1S9L *"I want to 
introdooe to yoa the Minister ot Jostiee,' said another 
fVfM^iMi friend, himself a former Uinister : anH but few 
wonk were necessary to impress one with a sense of confi- 
dence and trast in this qoiet, stronf. eiu-De^t-lxking man, 
in whose eye, however, there p' in i whose 

smile lighted up a coontenanee : md kind- 

liness. It Ki^u^£ttgdU^K^^^^ ...... . ^v Li^scriptinD 

of htm a ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

rliatltiv wttli 
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p service to his country and empire. The itieal of Lord and 
Lady Aberdeen, ns exhiliited in their innumerable public, 
political and pbilanthropical enterprises, was the improve- 
inent of the condition of the poor and the elevation of 
I surrounding humanity in comfort, in education, in thought- 
I and in that spirit of personal aspiration which contributee 
so greatly to the uplifting and ennobling of those engaged 
in the drudgery and routine of ordinary life. The Canadian 
Premier bad sacrificed much of hia time for domestic 
happiness, his chances of 6naacial prosperity, and positions 
of ease and dignity, upon the altar oE national duty. The 
Governor General and the Countess of Aberdeen, on the 
other hand, had for many years surrendered the time 
which might have been devoted to the enjoyment of bound- 
less luxury, and the pleasures of high position, in giving 
thernselves to energetic and unceasing efforts for the pro- 
I motion of the people's welfare in the different countries 
I with which they had become connected. 

It is not, tlierefore, a matter for surprise- that this 

rwarm feeling of fi-iendship should have grown up and 

^etrengthened, until the cord was snapped by death. Lord 

Aberdeen's first public appearance as Governor General of 

Canada was most successful fi-om every point of view. 

Dpon arriving at Quebec on September l'7th, Their Escel- 

Knoies were welcomed by a large gathering of Cabinet 

ministers and others, and on the following day Lord 

Aberdeen was duly sworn in. His address upon this occa- 

ion deserved and received the careful consideration and 

e respect of the Canadian people. Especially note- 

y was the delinition of a Governor General's duties : 

if tliough he be from actual executive responsibilities, 

s tttbitude must be that of ceaseless and watchful readi- 

a to tftke part by whatever opportunity may be afforded 

1 u> il«t (fostering of every influence that will sweeten 
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and elevate public life; to observe, study and join in 
making known the resources and development of the 
country ; to vindicate, if required, the rights of the people 
and the ordinances of the constitution ; and lastly, to pro- 
mote by all means in his power, without reference to class 
or creed, every movement and every institution calculated 
to forward the social, moral and religious welfare of the 
Dominion." 

There is a whole volnme contained in this eloquent 
sentence, and despite the difficulties surrounding the posi- 
tion, and the occasional criticisms which are inevitable in 
any free community, the vast majority of the Canadian 
people feel with Sir John Thompson in some of his private 
correspond enee, that Lord Aberdeen has earuestly and suc- 
cessfully lived up to the aspirations contained in that open- 
ing speech, and that he haa been nobly aided by Her 
Excellency. And it is interesting to note in this connec- 
tion that wherever the late Premier formed a personal 
friendship, the respect and adcoi?''"-^"' "' f';"- viith whom 
he was thus intimate, became ■'■:d. Close 

acquaintance with hi? chftnuM ■ 'to have 

inspired feeliiif'-^ ■■■i i].^, 

howunassumiii. ■, e 

he realiy was, ', 
arity. in-'' .^^ 
modi til-; 
trust al. 
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■ ^xeatment of the Uiel cnse had ensured him popularity and 
■respect, but still the puhlic memory is fickle, and the pass- 
Wing of a few years practically wiped that important tour 
Foff the slate. In the meantime, however, he had grown 
f into the central figure of Canadian public life ; had 
ideveloped an Imperial reputation; and had pursued in 
F regard to Provincial legislation, a. certain line of policy 
which had not conduced to popularity in portions of 
Ontario, Yet he was unknown personally to the bulk oE 
the Canadian people. In a Democratic community he had 
in fact climbed to the top without the aid of so-calied 
popular qualities, and without being in personal touch 
with the all powerful electorate. 

But it was now felt that a series of speeches was 
desirable, and that the Premier should be made acquainted, 
ao far as was possible, with the local leadei-s and tho 
people of Ontario. Especially was this the ease in view of 
the trade and tariff conditions prevalent in the United 
States, and voiced in Canada hy the various organizations 
and proposed policies which made 189.3 a period of such 
widespread fiscal discussion. He had, of course, outlined 
__the party policy during the first weeks of the year in 
Toronto, but six or eight months is a long time in politics. 
Old much had happened since then, notably the financial 
lah in the States. Hence the interest taken in a tour 
nhioh WHS immediately preceded ty a great demonstra- 
s and reception in Montreal on the 12th of September. 
} was an occasion of considerable importance, and the 
nldrefis presented by the united Conservative clubs of the 
EHunierciuI metropolis waa ao full and complimentary, and 
DDbo<]ie<l 80 clearly the policy of the Premier and bis 
rty, lltiit it deserves to be given here, just as it waa 
HOlW'l U> Sir John Thompson in the crowded City drill 
[^ 1 1 with iU di;n»e ma.s,s of cht-tring people : 
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HoNonBASLK Sm,— 

On thia, your first public viait to Miintreal since the representative 
of onr Moat Grocioiu Sovereign eotriiBled you with the formation of the 
Government, wo deBire, on behalf of the eovetal Conservative organiia- 
tionii of Montreal, t^ ontoud to you a, moKt cordial and hearty welcome. 

We are proud to liave the privilege of greeting you aa a leader of the 
CoDBervative party, aad in that capacity at the eipoDeot of the prlDciplea 
to which we are cordially attached, through whose application ia the 
admiuiatration of public afTaira Canada has now, for many years, enjoyed 
a progressive prosperity in material oonc«niH, contributing to the promo- 
tion of her Btatiu among the nations of the world, while strengthening 
and still more firmly cementing her attachment to the great Empire to 
which we are proud to owe altegianoe. 

We arc especially gratiGed at the opportunity of congratulating yon 
upon the successful completion of the important duty which you have juBt 
discharged aa a member of the Court of Arbitration for the settlement of 
the dispute arising out of the control of the Behring Sea fisheries. We 
recognize in your appointment as one of the British arbitrators on the 
joint high tribunal not only the selection of one of the most able, astute 
and learned subjects of our Queen, but what ia equally gratifying, an 
admission by the Gavemmeat of the Mother Country of the right of 
Canada to a full and equal voice in the decision of all matters that nearly 
concern onr peculiar interest, and we may be peiTtiitted to add from the 
result of the deliberations of the court, of which you were so distinguiehed 
a member, that in common with Canadians we deeply appreciate the 
splendid aervicea rendered by yon to Canada in that capacity. 

In the conviction that the Wt intereata of every class in our beloved 
country are wrapped np in the perpetuation of the cardinal principles of 
the policy upon which the administration of public afialrs for the past 
fifteen years has been based, we beg to tender you the assurance of onr 
contiuoed devotion to the canse of the Conservative party whose honoured 
leader yon are. Its policy, we are well aware, has been assailed by foes 
within and foea without ; but we believe that the pracliual results flowing 
from the application of that policy have afforded so atrihing an object 
lesson to the electorate of this country, that when the time of trial comes, 
the principlea we espouse will be once more triumphant. And tliat object 
leason has been peculiarly emphasized dniing recent months by the huppy 
condition of trade in Canada compared with other countries. 

We are persuaded, mpreover, that the Government of which you otq 
an hnnonred and trusted leader will contiuue aa in the past to vindicat« 
ita claim to the confidence of the people of Canada by shaping its policy 
to meet the varying conditions of trade, and by harmoniringevery interest, 
whether labouring, manufacturing, agricultural, mining, Ushing or otliot^ 
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111 sLnping a.11 in iiniaon to n common end — the advEuicement of the 
" welfare of a'l ola^ies in our beloved Dominioo. 

Ill coQchiaioii. permit iia to reneir the asaiimnce of pleasure it affords 
iia to welcome you to Montreal, and to wish youraelf and Lady Thompiou 
the richest bleaein^s of henlth, long life and every prosperity. 

I Signed on behalf of the olubs, 
Fbbd. C. Henshaw, 
Preiident Junior Connerealive Clvb. 
P. B, MinsAcLT, 
Pnsulent Clvb Oartiir. 
C. A. MaDoNNELi., 
Fnaidenl Sir John A. Macdonald Clvb. 
J. Adelabd OniUET. 
PresiJent Olnh Coimervattur. 
Joseph H. Jacobs ; Beatumont Jodbebt, 
Htm. Seen, Unifed Co/iservadve Oiubi. 
The Premier received this tribute, accompanied by Sir 
Atlolphe Caron, the Hon. Mr. Augers, the Hon. Mr, Foster, 
the Hon. Mr. Ouimet and Mayor Desjardins. He spoke 
in reply first in French and then in EngHsh, the latter 

» being of course the speech of the evening. In this connec- 
tion it is worthy of note that when Sir John first came to 
Ottawa in 1886 he could hardly speak a word of French. 
But recognizing the desirability of being acquainted with 
the language of nearly two millions of the Canadian, people 
he had devoted himself with characteristic energy, and amid 
LaII the innumerable demands upon his time, to its acquisi- 
Tbfi address was delivered in his usual calm, delib- 
Kerate and judicial style; every word being well weighed 
lard every sentence well rounded. It was not, howevev, a 
Ttitump speech, and from current comments it is question- 
pable whether the eS'ect was a.s great as the ability and 
lloncsty of the effort deserved. 

But it was the utterance of a statesman ; the matured 

ihought and expression of an earnest and sincere mind. In 

8 opening remarks Sir John Tiiompson spoke of what hia 
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prodeceaaors had accompliahed, and added : " I penture to 
itxpress the hope, as the highest ambition I can have, that 
I should be wortliy, at least in eftort, at leiiat in diainter- 
estedneaa, and at least in earnestness and zeal and purpose, 
of those great men." He thea referred to the late Liberal 
Convention in a somewhat sarcastic way, and pointed out 
that the Conservative party did not require one because its 
policy and principles were known to all men, and had been 
over and over again approved by the people of CaDa4a. 
But it was different with the Opposition : " They had great 
need of a convention because they were a party about to 
change their platform. They had done it very often before. 
We had seen them going to the country with even greater 
confidence than they expressed in Ottawa in convention, on 
other platforms altogether. They had declared for conti- 
nental free trade. They then had a platform of commercial 
union, and only nine or ten months ago their leader de- 
clared that on Unrestricted Eeciprocity they would live or 
die." 

He went on to say that the protective policy was not 
a fixture in application, though regarding its general prin- 
ciples it was always the same. It waa a fiscal method 
which permitted modifications and in fact made changes 
absolutely essential, in accordance with the constantly 
changing circumstances of the time. Hence the recent ap- 
pointment of Ministers to investigate the condition (if dif- 
ferent industries and interests ; hence also the promise of 
moderate tariff reform during the next session of Parlia- 
ment. And then the Premier, amid great applause, eulo- 
gised the National Policy as a whole : " We think, while 
we admit that our policy in the post has not done all we 
hoped for, that it has achieved very great results for Can- 
ada. We think ib has increased immensely the volume of 
Canadian trade both as regards our exports and imports. 
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' We thiDk it li.is succeecleJ in a marvellous degree ia deve- 
loping the interests of every claaa of the working comniti- 
nity. We think it has been marvellously saccesst'ii] in 
estublishing public works all over this country, of which 
any country in the world niijjht be proud, and which have 
made Canada envied by other nations. We think, and we 
I know, that it has been the means of increasing inter-pr-o- 
I vincial trade^-of g'^i'^g ^^^ home market to our people, to 
f the industrial classes of different sections of the country, 
I and thereby creating a greater sentiment in favour of union 
I between the different provinces of this great Confederation," 
I Sir John then spoke of the idle and breadless working- 

' men who were being fed in the streets and public parks of the 
great American cities ; of the failures of innumerable banks 
[ in the United States ; of thft great commercial, industrial 
f and tinaiicial crash which had taken place in that paradise 
of the advocates of unrestricted reciprocity ; and pointed 
; out that t!ie Canadian artisan and Canadian interests were 
I going along comparatively undisturbed by neighbouring . 
k disasters ; " Every one knows that the social and oommer- 
I cial life of the people, the comfort of their homes, their 
P abstention from crime and outrage, their obedience to order 
I and to law, their respect for religion and authority, are a 
I hundred fold better — in this beloved country of ours — -than 

■ in that boasted land from which these gentlemen sought to 
■iake their policy." 

■ He referred to the effect of free trade and the absence 
mot protection upon the unfortunate farmei-a of England; 
no the American depression in the prices of produetfl and 
^ands ; to the condition of the English artisan and labourer. 

He declared the policy of the Government to be the inain- 
i tenance of a home market for the Canadian people and 
[ announced it to be their intention to write upon the tariff 
1 in broad distinct terms, that thu industries o£ tbe QM^a>s^<«v 
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should " never be at the dictation of a foreign country." 
He claimed that under Mr. Mackenzie's Liberal adminis- 
tration the national debt had increased S8,0OU.0O0 per 
annum with little to show for it, while under Conservative 
rule it had grown only 86,250,000 a year, with the C. P. E. 
and many great public works as a result. He stated that 
Canadian commerce had fallen off $20,000,000 annually 
ander a revenue tariff, but bad increased $28,000,000 a 
year under protection. 

The Premier then tamed to the Manitoba Schools" 
question and discussed it freely, fully, and honestly. He 
referred to the charges made by Mr. Tarte, regarding a 
promise of remedial legislation said to have been given to 
Archbishop Tach^, and mentioned "the solemn denial io 
writing by the venerable Archbishop himself." He added 
his belief that the people of Canada would accept the word 
of that " venerable and saintly man in preference to that 
of ten thousand Tartes." In reference to bis own position 
he pointed out that "time and again I have been accused, 
with respect to this question, of pandering to Catholic in- 
terests. Time and again in another province I have been 
accused of entering into a league wiih the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy for the purpose of subverting the constitutional 
rights of a province of this Dominion." 

He went on to deal with the problem historically and 
constitutionally ; handled Mr. Laurier without gloves for 
his charges of cowardice ; and then made a somewhat sig- 
nificant declaration regarding the Liberal leader's claim 
that if the public schools of Manitoba were rfe facto Protes- 
tant schools, then Federal interference might be necessary: 

" Once for all we have to decide, if the public func- 
tion is imposed upon us by the Courts, not what the schools 
are, but what the citizens of the Province make them ; and, 
Iherofore, if the statutes of Manitoba do not make the 
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Bchonlsof the Pi-o vines Protestant sell ool 3 and do not justify 
the public achoola of that Province being made Protestant 
schools, the Federal Government would have no power tu 
interfere it any contravention of the law there, was made 
to the oppression of the minority." 

. Tlie Dominion, therefore, if given the power to inter- 
vene by the Courts, could only do bo upon the legislation 
itself and not in connection with any system which might 
have developed in spite of, or through lax enforcement of, 
the law upon the statute book. The speech concluded with 
a vigourous denunciation of the Canadian independence 
idea and a. rousing expression of loyalty to British connec- 
tion. 

This address gave the keynote for the ensuing tour of 
Ontario. At Belleville, a couple of weeks' later, perhaps 
the most important of these series of meetings was held — 
the occasion being a demonstration in honour of the popular 
local member, Mr, Harry Corby, It was an out-of-doors 
meeting and over eight thousand people gathered from 
neighboring counties to welcome the Premier and his visit- 
ing colleagues. Mr. Baldwin Falkiner, President of the 
West Hastings Conservative Association, acted aa chairman 
and an addres,^ waa presented from the Associations of six 
ridings in the vicinity. Sir John Thompson was given a 
great reception and stated tliat though many of his collea- 
gues as well as himself, were new men and unknown to the 
audience personally, they none the less stood for old princi- 
ples. Amid great cheering he declared that " the ship of 
state has not been a ship lying to in the storm, but it is a 
ship which has made many prosperous voyages, a ship 
which carries the British flag still aloft, and now carries 
forward the hope of the young Canadian people, fuller of 
ambition to-day than it ever has been since the Union was 
formed." 
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Attention waa drawn to the wonderful stability of 
Canada during a time of international distress : " We have 
seen the Australian Colonies swept by a wliirlwind of 
disaster. We have seen the markets of Great Britain para- 
lyzed by financial depression, — and later still we have seen 
the Western States swept by a cyclone of disaster, which the 
President of that country officially declared was stopjMng 
every wheel of industry and turning thousands of men into 
the streets." He spoke of the McKinley bill having checked 
exports to the Republic by S5,000,000, during a year which 
had seen trade increase with the Mother Country to the 
extent of S17,l)0U,000. He stated that although reciprocity 
in any fair and practicable degree had been declared im- 
possible by Mr. Blaine as representing the Republican 
party, yet his Government had informed the new Demo- 
cratic administration— opposed aa that party was on prin- 
ciple to reciprocity with any country — tliat if it " waa 
disposed to make fair tariff concessions baaed upon legisla- 
tion, such tariff concessions would be mot by the Canadian 
Government in a proper spint." More could not be done and 
even that much turned out to be useless. He denounced 
the Liberal party for its general pessimism and its constant 
changes. In this respect his words might well have 
lirought to the minds of the audience those expressive lines : 
" Drifting, drifting, aver drifting, 

And never a liiirbour in sight. 
A pntlilesa sea, a mooiilees uigbt. 

And the clouds are never rifting." 

Other addresses were delivei'ed by Sir Adolphe Caron, 
Sir (Charles Hibbert Tupper, Mr. Haggart and Mr. Angera 
In the evening a banijuet was held at which the Premier 
Rgain spoke, together witli Mr. Costigau, Mi-. Daly, Mr. 
Clarke Wallace, Mr. Curi'an iind Mr. Wood. On the morn- 
ing of September 25th, Sir John reached Berlin, accum- 
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panied by othei' luinisters, and viaifced many of its fidiirisliilig 
induatriea. In the afternoon they arrived at Elmira, and 
were enthusiastically welcomed at both thj open meetino-^ 
and the great gathering in the evening. The next day 
Clinton was reached and a large audience of farmei-a from 
all over the county, was addressed in the afternoon, Sir 
John concluded a brief speech by expressing the hope that 
" the spirit of Canadian fellowship and enterpnso, and of 
attachment to the British Empire may continue to gixjw. 
We are a detcnnined, aolf -reliant people, determined to make 
a name for our country — the best half of this Continent'' 
Extensive preparations had been made at Stratford to 
welcome the Premier and his colleagues. The skating rink 
in the evening was filled to the doors with prabably nine 
or ten thousand people, and the numerous aiidresses pre- 
sented to Sir John were — it is to be hoped — as satisfactory 
to him as were the speeches delivered in reply, to the people. 
At Palmerston. a warm welcome was given on the afternoon 
of the 27th inst., and in the evening the largest political 
demonstration which is said to have ever been seen in 
Bruce County, was held at Walkerton, The town was 
literally packed with people, and after the public meeting 
a banquet was tendered the Premier. On the following 
day, flying visits were paid to Tara and Port Elgin, and a. 
banquet was received at Southampton in the evening. The 
1 mass meeting in the Tara rink was especially interesting, 
I as evolving a declaration from Sir John in favour of woman 
[ oufTrage: " Wo look forward to it as one of the aims 
I whieh are to be accomplished in the public life of Canada. 
heca,ase the Cunaervative party lieheve tliat the influence 
of women in the politics of the country is always for good, 
- X Ulink, therefore, that there is a probability of the fran- 
■aUBbeing extended to the women on the same property 
^^^BkAtfons as meo." 
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innumerable addresses which were presented indicated the 
high respect and esteem in which he was held ; the 
constant references to the Behring Sea Commission showed 
how the results of the arbitration, and his connection with 
it, were appreciated ; the receptions and banquets, the 
waiting crowds at the stations, together with the great 
processions in many places and the enthusiasm and interest 
everywhere exhibited, conveyed a popular tribute which 
could not fail to be satisfactory, even to a public man who 
cared so little for mere partisan applause as did Sir John 
Thompson. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

As Minister of Justice. 

Sir John Thompson poaaessed in an eminent degree the 

mind, the training, and the aptitude of a jurist. And he was 
therefore especially well (]ualified to administer successfully 
the Department which he controlled for some eight years. 
However diaparaoingly opponents might speak of him as a 
politician, a diplomatist, a leader, or a Prime Minister of his 
country, they were compelled to respect the admirable 
judicial attainments, natural and acquired, which he waa 
able at all times and under all ci re u instances to bring to 
the consideration of great legal and judicial problems. 

Hia career, in this sense, was curiously compact. 
Each important success seemed to fit into some future 
development and aid in furthering his interests, perhaps 
yeara afterwards. His first important case at the Bar 
was the defence of a negro accused of some petty crime, 
whose acquittal he secured. His first appearance in the 
Supreme Court of Nova-Scotia was in lfi74, nearly nine 
years after being called to the Bar, when he aetod as 
junior counsel with Mr. R. L. Weatherbe, now a Judge of 
that Court. He may be said to have made liis reputation 
in pleading in the celebrated case of Woodworth vs, Troop 
et al., during the same year. It was a case of Provincial 
and constitutional importance. The plaintiff was a member 
of the House of Assembly, and in a speech made during the 
Session had charged the Provincial Secretary with having 
altered and falsified certain public records and documents 
of the Crown Lands Department, after the signature of the 
Lieut.- Governor had been appended. A committee was 



SIR JOHN THOMPSON. S6o 

appointed to investigate the charge and reported that there 
was no foundation whatever for it. The House then 
passed a resolution demanding an apology in the mostahject 
terms from Woo J worth — the plaintiff — which he declined 
to make. Another ]-.'3o!ution followed, ordering his ex- 
pulsion from the House, and the Speaker instructed the 
sergeant-at arms to eject him, which was done. Mr, Wood- 
worth then brought action against the Speaker and the 
members of the Committee. 

The whole question turned Upon whether the Courts 
of the Province had power to review the action of the 
Legislature. Mr. Thompson, and Mr. Macdonald, Q.C., 
acted for the plaintiff and carried the matter through the 
various Courts until it was finally argued before the 
Supreme Court of Nova-Scotia, in 1876. In the meantime, 
party feeling had been aroused and the whole Province 
had taken sides for or against. Then it was that the 
future Minister of Justice first displayed that remarkable 
knowledge of the rights, duties, and prerogatives of Parlia- 
ment, which afterwards so greatly distinguished him. 
His argument won the case and settled the question of 
the power of the Provincial Legislature to punish for con- 
tempt. The force and abiUty thus shown is said to have 
surprised bis friends, while the natural i-esult was an im- 
mediate accession of public favour, and his subsequent 

I appearance in many important eases before the Supi'eme 
Court of the Province. 

In 1879 Mr. Thompson became Attorney- General of his 
Province and in the following year was gazetted a Queen's 
Counsel. In 18S2 he was appointed a judge of the Sup- 
reme Court. He sat as a jtiatice of the Supreme Court of 
Nova Scotia untill 1886, when he resigned from the Bench 
and re-entered political life, being called upon to pre- j 

i ride as Minister of Justice over the administration a^M 
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Canadian law and constitutional practice. His carucr in 
this high office appears to divide it-self naturally Into fuur 
diatiQct phases. The political control of t,'reat constitu- 
tional issues such as the Jesuits' Estate!^ act, the Riel 
case, and the Manitoba schools forms one; his attitude 
upon mora! and legal reforms and upon minor and technical 
questions in the House is another; his policy regarding 
general Provincial legislation is a third ; and his efforts con- 
cerning important Parliamentary proposals and the initi- 
ation of legislation, such as the Criminal Code or the 
Copyright Law is a fourth. The first phase has been 
considered with more or leaa fulness. 

It is interesting to note in a general way how 
thorough the Minister was in everything connected with 
hia work and the admiuistration of his department. Not 
satisfied with the reports of subordinates, he himself visited 
most of the prisons and penitentiaries under his jurisdic- 
tion. In 1887 he travelled through Manitoba, the North- 
West, and British Columbia for this purpose alone ; making 
no speeches, and devoting himself entirely to business. 

In the House of Commons, the influence of the Minis- 
ter of Justice was all for good. It was a reforming, 
purifying, yet judicious power. He was incapable of legis- 
lating in a hurry, or of putting upon the statute book to- 
day reforms which would have to be modified or altered 
to-morrow. And he could be very sarcastic in dealing 
with those who made proposals which did not commend 
themselves to hia judgment. Upon one occasion — June 
tth, 1SS8 — Dr. Sproule, a well-known member of the 
House, moved that in view of the Jubilee celebration it 
was expedient to paas an Address to the Governor General, 
asking that clemency in different degrees be granted to all 
convicts whose conduct had been meritorious during their 
term of imprisonment. In hi.s Speech Sir John dealt both 
shortly and sharj^l^ with the idea: 
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"The sentiments which actuate the hon. member who 
has brongiit the motion forward are. I fin d from the esperi- 
ence which I have had in office, those which actuate three- 
fourths of the members of this House ; who are under the 
impression apparently that the unfortunate persons who 
are confined in the penitentiaries are confined there either 
through mistalie or from some unforeseen misadventure 
which it was impossible for them to provide against. , . . 
I think if I may express tlie sentiment without offence to 
the gentlemen who are supporting this motion, that the 
most unsuitable way we could devise of celebrating Her 
Majesty's Jubilee or attempting to confer any benefit upon 
the public, would be to let loose upon the community a 
cluas of people who have shown themselves able by long 
experience to inflict the greatest injury upon the com- 
munity." 

This was not a very conciliatory way of discussing 
the suggestion of a prominent supporter, but it illustrates 
the principle of justice which permeated the speaker's 
character. To him, divorce legislation was a peculiarly 
difficult subject. As a Roman Catholic, all divorce was 
objectionable; as Minister of Justice he had to guide the 
House in its decisions upon the divorce bills which came 
down from the Senate. In one case — June loth, 18S7 — 
he made an able speech in favour of the divorce asked for, 
and one which Mr. Davies, who followed, described as 
" a clear and lucid opinion." It certainly showed a very 
I complete knowledge of the law as voiced hy decisions in 
I the English High Court of Justice and the House of Lords ; 
in the different American States; and in legislation during 
centuries past and gone. He concluded with the significant 
remark; "I only refrain from votuig for this Rill for the 
rejiaons that I should give for voting against any Bill for 
the dissolution of the marriage tie," Upon anoihe.! cftRsw 
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fiion — April 21st, 1820 — he vigouroiisly opposed a certain 
petition OQ prrounds which were expressed as follows : 

" The proposition, then, is that we shall dissolve the 
marriage simply because she found that she was married 
to a person not able to support her as well as she hoped he 
would be. I cannot imagine a ground of divorce which 
would be more stigmatised ia those countries where lasity 
of principles as regards divorce is prevalent ; I cannot 
imagine an application for divorce, the granting of which 
would do more dishonour to this Parliament than the 
passage of this BilL I shall, therefore, apart from my 
objection to divorce on general principles, oppose this BiU 
from every point of view." Needless to say the " relief " 
asked for was not granted 

Early in 188S, it was announced that the Government 
intended to take some steps to check gambling in stocks 
and merchandize and to control or abolish the "bucket 
shops," which were leading so many young men along the 
slippery path of speculation to ultimate ruin. Speakii^ 
upon the measure which was finally cari'ied thi-ough the 
House, the Minister of Justice declared that, 

" There is a limit beyond which speculation becomes 
merely a vice and profligacy and a teniptaliou to everybody 
to get riches quickly, even if fhi;y do u>-\ !^':t ilifm In f '-stly. 
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itrade marks ; the burden of proving the ahsenee of fraud 

thrown largely upon the defendant ; all oflendera 

laiue subject to summary conviction; the law was en- 

to deal with false trade descriptions ; provision 

was made regardinjr search warrants, and for the seizure 

by the Customs authorities of goods which might infringe 

the law. And it is not likely that these and other enact- 

ipaents lacked severity in view of Sir John Thompson's wall 

own hatred of dishonesty in all its forms. 

The records of Parliament contain a number of debates 
tnming upon more or less legal issues, in which the Minister 
of Justice was, of course, the controlling figure. The Baird 
election case was one of these. On April 28th, 1887, the 
matter was brought up in the House, and it was stated that 
G. G. King as the Liberal candidate in a Prince Edward 
Island constituency liad received 1191 votes, whilst his 
opponent G. F. Baird, had received 1130. The rbtuming 
ofEeer, however, declared Mr. Baird elected on the ground 
that his opponent'snomination papers were invalid because 
of his deposit not having been made by a duly qualified 
agent. In hia reply to Mr. Skinner, of New Brunswick, 
who had urged the House to take action, the Minister of 
Justice stated that it was not a matter for Parliamentary 
interference, but for the Courts to deal with. The prece- 
dents quoted had occurred previous to election cases having 
been transferred from Parliament to the Courts, both in 
Great Britain and Canada. All details, he pointed out, 
'ere now relegated to the Judiciary, the House only i-etain- 
tlie right to pass upon the qualification of the person 
fts elected. In this coimection he instanced the 
'Donovan Rosaa, whose election had been voided in 
;the British House of Commons, because of his 
ictiid felon. But this particular question was 
rts to pass upon, as it involved purel»j teatv- 
coiLsidorationa. '>-\ 
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Later on, the matter came up a;Taiu, though in & very 
difTerent form, Mr. Baird had voluDtarily resigned his 
seat and been re-elected. Prior to this the case had beeu 
taken into the Courts and had resulted in Mr. J. W. Ellin, 
M.P., proprietor of the St. John Globe, being imprisoned 
for abusive language contained in his paper, and directed 
against one of the Judges. Meantime the re turning -officer 
was brought before Parliament, but was eventually dis- 
charged. On June 6th. 189i, Mr Davies introduced a 
motion of serious censure upon the returning-offieer, who 
had been dealt with by the House seven years before, and 
upon the Judge who had tried the more recent case. In- 
cidentally, he made a somewhat violent speech. Sir John 
declared in the course of his reply that " Judges have been 
censured for having left their businesa of judgment and 
having gone into politics. We are being asked to leave our 
business of politics and to go into the business of judgment." 

As usual, he urged the House to look after its own 
afiairs, which were sufficiently onerous : 

"Our business ia confined to the politics of the country 
— I use the word ' politics ' in its larger sense, as embracing 
legislation — and when we step out of our sphere and under- 
take to deliver judgment between subject and subject, 
much more when we undertake to reverse or to sit in 
review on the judgment of one of the highest Courts of the 
country, we lay ourselves open to the very condemn ition 
that this resolution would pronounce against the Court 
whose opinions it criticises." The Premier concluded by 
declaring that all " the abominations of the Star Chamber " 
were included in this one resolution. Needless to aay it 
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MoTieton Transcript, for contempt of Court in commenting 
most violeDtlj aod personally upon a judgment of the 
Saprcme Court of New Brunswick in the Westmoreland 
election trial. Without going into details, it is sufficient to 
Bay that Mr, Davies urged the commutation of the Editor's 
sentence, and that the Minister of Justice stood firmly by 
the dignity and impartiality of the Bench. Referring to 
the attacks of the Moncton Transcript upon Judge Fraser 
in particular, he declared that: "I have nothing to say now 
in regard to the propriety of such language being used to 
public men, but it is in the interests of the free adminis- 
tratioa of justice that the men who sit on the Bench, apart 
from the hurly-burly in which we live and struggle day 
after day, should be free from such attacks." 

A little later he moved an amendment to the Criminal 
Procedure Act by which a newspaper proprietor, publisher 
or editor charged with defamatory libel could be indicted' 
tried and punished in his own Province, and not run the 
risk of being taken, against his will, to another Province 
under varying local laws and conditions 

A brilliant illustration of Sir John's knowledge 

ot legal precedents and constitutional principles occurred 

on March 18th, 1890, when Lieut, -Colonel Amyot moved a 

sudden amendment to the Committee of Supply resolution 

in which he urged the exclusive right of the Provincial 

Executives to appoint Queen's Counsel for alt Provincial 

Courts and to establish rules and rights of procedure 

therein. The matter came aa a surprise to the Minister of 

Justice, but be was fully equal to the emergency. After 

analyzing the case of I^enoir vs. Ritchie, which had been 

I largely depended upon for the Provincial argument, and 

T)roving it to actually support the opposite contention, he 

Hreferred to many other cases and to various reports, and 

■Went OD to say: " I venture to differ from the hoa. geai^la- 
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man that lie has estabhshed that the Crown is an integral 

part of the Legislatures of the Provinces In 

reference to all the Provinces of Canada, I think T am 
speaking within the lines of the decisions — which liave all 
run one way — proceeding from the Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council, when J say that all the Legislative 
powers and constitutional functions which existed down to 
that time (1867j in the various Provinces of British 
America were for the instant taken hack by the Imperial 
Government and re -distributed under the terms of the 
British North America Act " 

An elaborate argument followed upon the degree in 
which Her Majesty could be bound by Provincial legisla- 
tion enacted in her name. The speaker claimed finally 
that the Queen did not really form a part of the Provincial 
Legislatures, and that as a consequence of certain decisions 
the Provincial Government did not appear to have the 
power to create a Q.O. or to bestow titles of honour. 

During this Session Sir John had to deal with two 
very technical and difficult subjects in the amendment of 
the law relating to bills of exchange and promissory notes. 
and in the discussions, negotiations, and arrangement of 
the " Bill respecting Banks and Banking." Several depu- 
tations, composed of Mr. B. E. Walker, Mr. D. R. Wilkie, 
and other leading bankers of the Dominion, waited upon 
the Minister of Finance and the Minister of Justice at 
Ottawa, and the details of the present very satisfactory 
law were gradually evolved. It ia understood that Sir 
John Thompson strongly imprea.sed his visitoi-s upon 
this occasion by his broad views and intimate acquaintance 
with those common sense principles, which after all, form 
the only true solution of auch intricate questions aa those 
relating to finance and banking. 

A very onerous portion of the duties which Sir John 
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fcThompaon had to perform was connected wibh the 
reviewing of Provincial legislation. The Acta passed by 
each Province are referred after the prorogation of tlie 
Assembly to the Minister of Justice, who in turn has to 
advise the Governor General regarding their constitution- 
ality and the desirability of allowing them to become law or 
the re^'erse. He has a great many things to consider in 
connection with these varied and numerous enactments. 
One-Pfovince may pass legislation conflicting with another 
or with the Dominion, and the rights of the Federal Gov- 
erniuont in taxation, in property, in legal matters, in its 
general jurisdiction or in its control of the thousand and 
one things which come under the authority of the Dominion 
rather than of the Provinces, may be infringed. Sir John 
generally took the ground in all matters involving national 
and political issues that the provinces were themselves the 
best judges of their legislation, and he, therefore, refused 
to advise the veto of any such measures. Where there was 
a constitutional doubt involved, he considered the Courts 
the proper medium for deciding the result. 

There were exceptions to this rule, According to 

the contract made between the Dominion Government and 

the Canadian Pacific Railway, dated Oct. 2l8t, 1880,it was 

agreedthatfor twenty years following, no independent line 

of railway should be constructed south from the C. P. R. in 

Manitoba, so as to unite with the American linea and thus 

^^ introduce American competition. Subsequent Provincial 

^^^uid Dominion legislation recognized and strengthened this 

^^V'COiactment. On July 4th, 1SS7, however, an Act for the 

^^Kconatruction of the Red River Valley Railway came before 

^^r.the Minister of Justice, and he promptly advised its disal- 

^^Klowance on the ground that it infringed the general 

^* authority of the Dominion regarding railway legislation, 

and that the provision for connecting the proposed lis.% 
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with others outside the Province wag in excess of powers 
held by the Legislature. The measure was accordingly 
disallowed and the action resulted in raising a perfect storm 
in the Province interested. 

Vigourous protests, fresh legislation, an appeal to Her 
Majesty the Queen, threats, and even personal encounters 
between the officials representing the two Qovemmeats at 
the scene of construction, followed. A sub-committee of 
Council, composed of the Ministers of Justice and the 
Interior, was appointed and in a moat elaborate report 
submitted on January 4th, 1838, went into the whole ques- 
tion, and declared that " the manifest international charac- 
ter of the enterprise, and the absence of all pretence of 
reason for it as ' a local work or undertaking," fully justifies 
its being dealt with by the Government of Canada, and in 
the interest of the whole Dominion." The sub-committee 
referred to the great sacrifices which Canada had made in 
order to construct the C. P. R. and was " unable to recom- 
mend that there should be an abandonment of the policy 
of preventing the trade of Manitoba and the North- West 
from being diverted for the benefit of foreign railway 
corporations." 

In this particular ease Sir John Thompson seems to 
have considered the interests ot Canada as a whole to be the 
important consideration ; illegahty being a secondary mat- 
ter. In a special report some two months later he declared 
that " it cannot be asserted that in pronouncing the veto 
upon Acts which were deemed to have an injurious ten- 
dency as regards the country at large, Your Excellency 
has deprived the people of Manitoba of any of their 
rights." Eventually the matter was settled by a com- 
promise between the two Governments, and the measure 
was allowed to go into operation. But it is interesting 
as being an exception to Sir John Thompson's general 
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policy regarding disallowance. With Provincial legislation 
he ne\-er atood upon technical or constitutional objectiona 
where no apparent harm could result from allowance. 
Occasionally, however, Acta were vetoed by the Minister's 
advise, which glaringly infringed Dominion rights, or 
perhaps injuriously affected special interests, but such 
occurrences were rare. One of these was a Manitoba bill 
for authorizing external companies to do business within 
the Province. Another was "the District Magistrate's 
Bill," passed by the Quebec Legislature on the 2nd of Octo- 
ber, 1888. The Report of the Minister of Justice upon 
this occasion was a most elaborate historical disquisition, 
and it constitutes a valuable State paper. 

A very different case, with a different result, was 
the allowance of the Ordinance passed by the North- 
West Territorial Assembly in 1892, It amended the 
law respecting education and placed that subject under 
the control oT a Council of Public Instruction. As in Mani- 
toba, the Roman Catholic minority appealed to the Domin- 
ion authorities, and were strongly supported by Archbishop 
Tach6. But acting on Sir John Thompson's advice, the 
veto was refused and the law went into operation. In a 
lengthy speecli upon the subject on April 26th, 1891', the 
Premier pointed out that disallowance would not have 
redressed any of the grievances complained of ; that the 
petitioners had not asked for an appeal to the Supreme 
Court ; that they were mistaken as to the nature 
of the regulations which had existed prior to 1892. 
" I think," said he " that the House will be disposed to 
agree that after all we came to the safer and wiser conclu- 
taoQ, although it has created, I admit, considerable irritation 
X)n the part of those who had fonned expectations of a 
more speedy, decisive, and heroic remedy being given to 
l: petitioners." 
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With Sir Oliver Mowafc the Minister of Justice was 
upon the most friendly personal terms, and their political 
or legal differences were conducted upon an unusually high 
plane. The former, in fact, has not hesitated to expreRS 
hia high apprecintion of Sir John Thnmpaon's busincKH 
aptitude, facility for settling up matters long in dispute, 
and general legal attainmenta. Sir John was determined 
to get all the old questions at issue between the Province.-^ 
and the Dominion out of the way, and had initiated several 
suits against Ontario in connection with Indian claims and 
titles to land. 

An important case along these linea waa that aris- 
ing fi-om the treaties made with the Indians at Sault 
Ste. Marie on 3rd September, 1850, under which the Ojibe- 
ways surrendered to the Crown all the laud north of Lakes 
Huron and Superior to the Height of Land, in considera- 
tion of certain fixed annuities. The treaty contained a 
provision that if tlie surrendered ten-itory produced suffi- 
cient revenue to enable the Crown to do so, without incur- 
ring loss, the annuities in favor of the Indians would be 
augmented. This had since proved to be the ease, and 
their claim had been pressed for consideration. 

Under Section IH of the British Noi-th America Act 
the Dominion engaged to assume all the liabilities of the 
late Provinces of Canada, so that primarily the Dominion 
was admitted to be liable to the Indiana in this connection. 
Sir John Thompson, however, on behalf of the Government, 
claimed that Ontario having obtained the benefit of the 
land and the revenues received from it, should restore to 
the Dominion the moneys already expended and pay the 
whole of the annuities, past and future. Three arbitrators 
were chosen to deal with the question : Hon. J. A. Boyd, 
Chancellor of Ontario on behalf of the Province of Ontario; 
Sir Napoleon Casault, Chief Justice of Quebec, on behalf 
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of the Province of Quebec ; and the Hon. Mi-. Justice 
Burbidge on behalf of the Dominion. As a large sum 
of money was involved the result was awaited with much 
interest. And as ultimately decided it was very largly in 
favour of the Dominion ; partly in favor of the Provinces. 
Under the terms of another treaty made with the Indiana 
before Confederation and dealing with certain territories 
west of Lake Superior covering thousands of square miles 
in estent, sundry disputes regarding jurisdiction had occur- 
red. Over two-thirds of the land in question waa eventu- 
ally decided by the Imperial Privy Council in the St. 
Catharines Milling case, to belong to Ontario, Meantime, 
however, the Dominion Government at great expense to 
itself had extinguished the Indian title to these lands by 
incurring heavy liabilities for large perpetual annuities 
and by other payments during many years past, which 
alone had reached $800,00(J. Sir John Thompson finally 
brought the matter before the Courts and it is still pending, 
but vrith every possibility that Ontario may eventually 
find itself interested to the tune of some millions of dollars, 
and Quebec in a smaller sum. 

It seems to have been in connection with these cases 
that Sir Oliver Mowat waa able to speak so highly of the 
late Premier at the time of his death : 

" He waa an earnest Canadian, a man of gi-eat ability 
and industry, and possesaed of a judicial mind and sound 
judgment. From my official intercourse with him after his 
appointment as Minister of Justice I formed a high opinion 
of his great forwardness and business aptitude. I think 
the Conservatives of Canada have never had a better Min- 
ister, if they have had one as good," 

Another legal matter in which Sir John Thompson 
took great interest, but which he was fated to leave still 
uuaettled, was the question of an Insolvency Law. For a. 
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loDg time it had been felt that the existing system was in- 
efficient and required reform. Finally the feeling amongst 
Canadian merchants grew so strong that a conference was 
held at Ottawa on Januaiy 16th, 1893, between delegates 
from the Montreal, Toronto and London Boards of Trade ; 
and the Premier, the Hon, Mr. Foster and the Hon. Mr. 
Angers ; with a view to the introduction of a raeaaiire at 
an early session of Parliament which, while extending 
reasonable means for relief to the debtor, would at the 
same time protect the creditor in realizing upon the assets 
of bankrupts. In accordance with the decision afterwards 
aiTived at, Mr. Bowell brought a Bill before the Senate 
on April 4th, 189i, dealing with the whole subject 
in great elaboration. Unfortunately, many causes com- 
bined to prevent it getting through the Commona beyond 
the first i-eading. Promises were made however, by Sir 
John that it would come np and be pushed at the ensuing 



It ifl interesting to note in connection with this parti- 
cular portion of hia career, how strongly he felt regarding 
the powers of the Local Legislatures. As already pointed 
out he seldom used the right of disallowance. But he went 
even further than a tacit admission of the wisdom of 
letting the Provinces govern themselves as a rule, and dur- 
ing the debate upon the Jesuits' Estates bill, declared that 
" a Provincial Legislature, legislating upon aubjocts which 
are given to it by the British North Araerioa Act has the 
power to repeal an Imperial Statute passed prior to the 
B.NA, Act affecting those subjecta" And upon tliis point 
he quoted several important pracedeota. In sabsequenfc 
discussions upon the Copyright " lwUm power of 
Dominion to repeal oortain Ir 
affected Canada, was iirc-'' 
with far L'l'.vttiM ■ 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

The Criminal Code and the CopvRiQer Law. 

Multifarious as were the duties of the Minister of 
Justice daring the years in which he filled that onerous 
office, he still maoaged to lind time for great refoims as 
well aa for the ordinary work of his depai-tinecit and for 
the innumerable matters which require the attention of a 
party leader. The review of Provincial enacCments ; the 
supervision of the national laws and of general legislation ; 
the control of his deparfcrnant ; the preparation of an 
immense number of reports; the presentation of the 
Government's views or defence upon nearly all important 
Parliamentary subjects; the preparation or supervision of 
leading appeal cases before the Supreme Court or the 
Privy Council ; the inspection and change of the prisons 
and penitentiaries of the Dominion ; the making of cam- 
paign speeches ; the participation in diplomatic negotiations 
regarding Behring Sea, the Fisheries, Reciprocity, or New- 
foundland ; composed but a portion of the vast amount of 
work which he had assumed. 

In the midst of it ali he managed to put into shape 
aiid pass through the House of Commons a Codification of 
the Criminal Laws of Canada, which in itself would consti- 
tute a lasting monument to the ability, industry and know- 
ledge of any average statesman. During the Session of 
lfi91,the measure was iirst brought forward by the Minis- 
ter, chiefly in order to obtain suggestions from all who 
were conipetent to deal with the subject. In 1892, it was 
again introduced and was found to be greatly modified and 
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improved by the advice of Judges and of otiier leading 
authorities in the legal world. The measure was probably 
the most voluminous ever presented to the House of Com- 
mons, and contained more than a thousand clauses, covering 
fully 350 pages. It was referred early in the Session to a 
Joint Committee, composed of the very ablest men in both 
parties, who went over it clause by clause and dealt with 
it in an honest, thorough manner. 

Here it was that Sir John Thompson showed his 
power. In Committee he was always at his best, and in 
dealing with a non-partisan, legal question of this kind he 
naturally held the very highest place and moat strongly 
impressed himself upon the legislation under discussion. 
So skilfully, ably and persistently did he stamp his views 
upon its every page that, in point of fact, the Canadian 
Code of 1S92 deserves to be called after its maker far more 
than did ever the famous Code Napoleon, Under its terms 
Canadians were enabled to boast that they had led the way 
amongst English-speaking peoples in the enactment of a 
comprehensive code of criminal law. In briefly introducing 
his measure to the House on April 12th, the Minister of 
Justice announced that " It will deal with offences against 
public order, internal and external ; offences affecting the 
administration of the law and of justice ; offences against 
religion, morals and public convenience ; offences against 
the person and reputation ; offences against the rights of 
property and rights arising out of contracts, and offences 
connected with trade ; it will deal with procedure and pro- 
ceedings after conviction and actions against persons 
adrainietering the criiiiiii;il law." 

The final ]■: ■ ■ n it 

had been refeii ■- 

Session, but it ■ ' 

the new ' 
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features were numerou=, .iwd in fact may be said to have 
almost effected a legal revolution. Up to 1869, when a 
tirst effort was made at consolidation, English regulations 
and ^roceedure had prevailed in all the provinces, and even 
after that date the English law, when not inconsistent 
with that of Canada, or when dealing with offences not 
provided against in the Canadian law, still obtained. The 
new Code covered all the ground hitherto untouched by 
Dominion regulation, and declared the English criminal 
law to be no longer applicable in Canada. No person, 
therefore, could in the future be proceeded against for an 
infraction of any Act of the Imperial Parliament, unless by 
express terras such an Act was made effective within the 
Dominion. 

Important legislation was settled concerning insanity. 
No person could be convicted because of an offence com- 
mitted, or an act omitted, by him, when labouring under 
natural imbecility or disease of mind. The condition 
specified was one in which incapacity existed for appreciat- 
ing the nature of the act, or omission, with which he was 
charged, or of distinguishing between right and wrong. 
All persons, however, who might be slightly affected, were 
not e.^cused, and if labouring under specific delusions, 
though in other respects sane, could not be acquitted on 
the ground of insanity. Various crimes were defined, 
including murder, treason, sedition, corruption, libel and 

t theft. The following provision is especially interesting; 
"Culpable homicide, which would otherwise be murder, 
nifty be reduced to manslaughter, if the person who causes 
iMth does no in the heat of passion caused by sudden 
[irovuCAtioii Any wrongful act or insult of such a nature 
u to be suflicient to deprive an ordinary person of the 
(nm-i.r ,i{ «..tf-miitro] maybe provocation if the offender 
I. the sudden, and before there has been time 
:u cool," 
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Treason was deSned ai an attempt to kill Her Majesty 
or the Heir Apparent, or exhibiting a desire to do so 
an effort to depose the Sovereign or levying war in order 
to compel a change in legislation ; as an endeavour 
overawe the Parliament o£ Canada. Sedition was described 
as involving an attempt to brin^ the Sovereign into hatred 
or contempt ; exciting disaffection against the Queen, the 
Dominion Parliament or any Provincial Legislature; en- 
deavouring to procure an alteration of any State enact- 
ment or regulation, by unlawful means. And then came 
an interesting provision ; "Everyone is guilty of an indict- 
able offence and liable to one year's imprisonment who 
cites or publishes false news or tales whereby discord or 
slander may grow between the Queen and her people, or 
■which may produce other public and private injury." 

The libel law was modified and improved while stren- 
uous regulations were made regarding corruption. Follow- 
ing the lines of Mr. Abbott's measure in the preceding 
year, anyju:lge or justice accepting a bribe was made liable 
to fourteen years' imprisonment; the sale of contracts and 
offices was made punishable with other indictable offences, 
and the offender was to be disqualified for five years ; the 
contribution of money to election funds by public con- 
tractors was declared illegal ; and public officers were pro- 
hibited from accepting commissions. 

Another impoi-tant provision was that by which either 
husband or wife were allowed to give evidence in a ease 
where the other was concerned, only excepting any evidenos 
whicli might be based upon private conversation between 
the two. Then there was the not less vital change in the 
law, by which the accused could testily on his own behalf. 
A distinguished Judge ia authority for the private state- 
ment that during the last two yeai-a, since this enactment 
has been in force, he has found it most useful. Guilty 



del' I 

to 1 



sill JOHN THOMPSON. 



385 



parties aeemeii voiy often disposed to perjui'e themselves 
and to finally reveal their own guilt by attempts to flounder 
out of difficulties On the other hand it was found to be 
a great help to really innocent persona. 

Of couree the measure had its critics. Mr. Justice 
Tnschereau, of the Supreme Court, a jurist of distinguished 
reputation, published an elaborate denunciation of the 
whole code. His position in the matter was, however, 
much weakened by failure to make a single suggestion 
during the prolonged period in which the bill was being 
considered, and by omission to, in anyway, respond to the 
requests for advice which were frequently made to him. 
No one but a lawyer of wide research could deal with the 
technical objections raised by His Lordship, but it must 
seem to any impartial layman who looks at this completed 
code, that its defects are like spots upon the sun — merely 
incidental to a vast and varied surface of light. Aa the 
poet has so well said : 

" la every work regard the writer's end. 

Since noDe obji compasa more than they intend. 
And if the means be just, the couduat true. 
Applause in spite of trivial faults, is due." 

Sir John Thompson's work in this connection is indeed 
a liisting memorial to his wonderfully luminous legal intel- 
lect, and to his rank an a really great Minister. And there 
is much to think of and remember in the eloquent tribute 
paid to tliiB particular achievement by Mr. J. T. Bulmer, of 
Halifax : 

"The completion and passage of the criminal code 
marks a new era in criminal legislation and penal reform, 
not only for Canada, but for the world as well. It is as 
true as a proposition in Euclid, that the criminal law of 
Canada is above that of any nation or State on the face of 
the earth. It embodies most of the suggestions of Beat,bAs&, 
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Becarri. Livingston, Mackintosh and Romily, and hundreds 
of others which never occurred to them, and is the first 
attempt on a aationat scale to make criminal law syaony- 
moos with justice, and substitute ci^'ilization and Cbristian- 
i^ for barbarism." 

It may safely be said also that the tank and place 
thus taken by Sir John paved the way for the offer which 
wonld ine\ita,bly have come in sulisequent year^, of mem- 
bership in the Judicial Committee of the I mperial Privy 
ConnciL Whether it would have been accept^ by a man 
who declined to take the vacant Chief Justiceship of Can- 
ada, with all its environments of ease and dignity, because 
he thought his duty lay in assuming the Premifcrship ; or 
whether it would have had any effect upon the leader, 
who practically let life slip away from him in the attempt 
to do his duty, and his whole duty, fay the State ; depends 
upon circumstaoces which ctm now be only guess^ at, 
But when an authority like the late Sir James Fitzjames 
St«phen, declares the English legal system to be merely " a 
mass of ill-arranged Acts of Parliajnent. . . . finally 
consohdated into a small number of acts, faithfully pre- 
serving the confusion and intricacy of the material from 
which they were put together," it is not difficult to under- 
stand the eventual appreciatitm which most have followed 
the achievement of the Cauadian Minister of Justice. 

Upon another subject in which Sir John Thompson 
was enthusias tieallT intereate d. »i) 1 iii tlio mastery of 
whose techniet 
research and | 
time. On 
the C. : 
bUk>I ■ ' " 
probata I . 
The 1 
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iated at their true importance. The question 
involves the discussion and, perhaps, re-iirrangenient, of 
various international treaties; it affects the ^'eneral question 
of Colonial self-government ; it includes the complaints of 
Canadian puhlishers find the fears of British authors ; it 
dates back through fifty years of contention; and requires 
on the part of anyone who would deal with it in states- 
manlike form, a mastery of the official communications and 
voluminous arguments produced by half a century of 
vigourouB disputation. 

The origin of the trouble was the Imperial Copyright 
Act of 1842, which gave copyright throughout the British 
dominions to any book published in the United Kingdom, 
whether printed there or not. Though intended to give a 
free circulation to British literature within British terri- 
tories, it was soon found that English editions were too 
expensive for Colonial requirements, and iu order to meet 
this difficulty an amendment was introduced in 1847 which 
allowed the Canadian Government to impose a nominal 
author's royalty of 12J per cent., to be collected at the 
Custom Houses, and to be handed over to the Imperial 
Government. Under this new regulation, cheap American 
reprints soon flooded the market to the advantage of 
Canadian readers, but to the very evident injury of the 
local book and publishing trade. 
I Then followed complicotiona in connection with the 

I Berne Convention of 1886, and the ensuing International 
(Copyright Act, passed by the British Parliament, which 
Ipmctically threw the Canadian market open to British and 
r American publications, without any control by the Dominion 
I Covernment on behalf of the Canadian publisher. In 1876 
tn locnl enactment had been passed, limited, however, to the 
Ifi^'hLx of Canadian publisher:^, in connection with local 
jwocks. Bub oa the 20th of April, IS&a.Sw Sdwv'W«w*s!- 
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non introdaced a measure by which be proposed to end thia 
sort of thing ; to test the power of the Dominion Govern- 
ment to protect the Canadiao publisher ; and to take firm 
ground upon the righto derivable from the Confederation 
Actof 1867. The constitutional position he described very 
clearly : 

" I think we have the right to l^slate in respect to 
this subject irrespective of Miy Statute of the Imperial 
Parliament passed before the British North America Act 
was passed. The Imperial Copyright Act was passed in 
1S42, The Act which declared that Colonial Statntea were 
invalid if they were repugnant to Imperial Statutes was 
passed in 1865. Two years after that, we received the 
ample gift of powers which the British North America Act 
contains, In the exerdse of those powers, we have 
repealed, sometimes by implication, and sometimes directly, 
scores of Imperial enactments, in addition to volumes of 
the Common Law of the United Kingdom ; and, if the 
objection were sustained in regard to the exercise of our 
powers on the question of copyright, it would strike off at 
least one-half of the Revised Statutes." 

In dealing with the difficulties under which Canadian 
publishers laboured, the Minister of Justice pointed out 
that by the local laws an author can obtain copyright in 
Canada only on condition of his printing and publishing, 
or reprinting and republishing, in the Dominion. No such 
condition, however, is attached to the copyright of English 
works in Canada, and practically there is no restriction 
upon the sale of American reprints. " While a Canadian 
publishing house ia not at libertj- to rppablish nn English 
copyrighted work, a pu'j'i- """"""■",,[- 

having obtained tt transi- 
by an En^'H»;h tuitbov, ■ ■ 
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while, on the other hanj, it is impos-ible for a citizen of 
' Canada, under any circumstances, to obtain eopyrig;ht 
privileges in the United States." 

Residence in a British country which was at first re- 
quired, had become entirely nominal and a perfect farce, so 
that, to sum up, the American author by obtaining copy- 
right simultaneously in both the United Kingdom and the 
. United States was able to capture, without any uonsidera- 
I tion in return, the absolute control of the Canadian market. 
The Minister proposed in this measure that unless the 
author who had obtained British copyright should at the 
same time obtain a copyright in Canada, and republish his 
book there within a week after, the Minister of Agricul- 
ture should be at liberty to give a license to any Canadian 
to publish the work. He added that this might be thought 
1 " a strong step in the interests of all those connected 
I with the publishing industry in Canada, and it may be 
supposed to be a strong step against the British author." 
But, on the other hand, it was intendeti to enact that 
there should be an excise duty on all the hooka published 
under that license; and, said the speaker, "Those who 
. have made a study of the subject assure me that the pro- 
1 ceeds to be derived from that excise duty, will give the 
British author far more compensation for the sale of his 
works in Canada than he could possibly derive by other 
IS," He concluded a vigourous and most effective 
I speech by a declaration of his belief that " we have these 
T powers; if not, the sooner we get them the better." 

Passing Parliament unanimously, the Act was sent to 

f (he Imperial Government for approval, which had not been 

f^ven up to the day of its author's death. Protests 

regarding the delay, and urgent State papers drawn up 

by Sir John Thompson have been forwarded, while variou8_ 

(other efl'orts have been made to get the law into opera 
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tion. But the opposiug influences have been too great. 
It is claimed by the Imperial Ooverument that such an 
enactment involves the abandonment of the policy of JDter- 
national and Imperial copyright which was after difficulty, 
asserted in 188s to the considerable benefit of the British 
author in various markets; that it is inconsistent with 
the policy of making copyright independent of tlie place 
of printing — in other words, that it does not harmonize 
with the l!)nglish free trade idea — that it would pi-ohably 
modify, if not destroy, advantages gained in the United 
SUitcK by the arrangement of 1891 ; and that it would be 
injurious to the British authors by whom the Canadian 
market (via United States publishers) ia chiefly supplied. 

In an elaborate memorandum addressed by the Minis- 
ter of Justice to Lord Knutsford, as Colonial Secretary, 
on July 14th, 1890, these and other contentions are 
thoroughly handled, and the position of the Canadian 
publisher is most vividly depicted. The results) of the 
present system were declared to be exceedingly disastrous ; 

" The American publisher, unrestrained by any inter- 
national copyright law or treaty, is free to reprint any 
British work and to supply it, not only to the reading pub- 
lic of the United States, but to the reading public of Can- 
ada, while the Canadian publisher is not free to reprint 
any such work on any terms, unless he can obtain the per- 
mission of the holder of the copyright in Great Britain. In 
Bome noted instances, this has actually led to the transfer 
of printing establishments from Canada to the United 
States. In other cases English publishing houses have set 
up branches in New York or other American cities with 
the view of reprinting for the United States and Canada 
the copyright works which they have issued in London." 

He points out how impossible it is for a Canadiaji 
publisher to compete in making arrangements for the right 
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to reprint any given English work, with American firms 
which not iinly comtnanti and hold their own market of 
UO.OOU.OOU, but in addition have a practical monopoly o£ the 
Canadian market : 

" Inasmuch as the Imperial Copyright Acts forbid the 
r-eprinting of copyrighted works, but permit the importa- 
tion of the American reprints. In many modern instances, 
the British copyright holder has preferred to sell liis right 
to an. American publisher rather than to a Canadian, and 
has even bound himself by the terms of sale to prosecute 
nny Canadian who may reprint his work for sale in Canada 
— the operation which the American sets himself about at 
once." 

Sir John then gave at length, though as concisely tis 
was possible, the history of the whole question, together 
with correspondence which had taken place from time to 
time. The report constitutes in fact a most complete and 
logical presentation of the case, and it is not difficult in 
view of the compact, yet varied knowledge, displayed in 
8 and other documents,to realize the confidence which was 
felt in his eventual settlement of the controversy. And it 
I none the less interesting to note the strong expressions 
f praise which in this connection have been since awarded 
to the late Premier by political opponents of the most pro- 
nounced kind. IE Sir John Thompson could have received 
these expressions of non-partisan approval during his life- 
time, there is no doubt that it would have been the greatest 
pleasure which he could poasibly have been given. 

But as so often happens, the public forget during a 
leader's fighting career to express their appreciation in a 
tangible manner or in one which a sensitive and sometimes 
greatly abu!i>ed statesman can enjoy ; while political oppo- 
nents let slip many an opportunity to sweeten and render 
, pleasant, the surroundings of party stress and stro^W. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

An Imperial Statesman. 

Sir John Thompson never appeared before the public 
as an enthusiast. The unwillingness to express his own 
strong feelings to others and intense dislike of those who 
used patriotic phrases as a cloak for unpatriotic policies 
were dominant forces in his character. No Canadian was 
ever more earnest in believing that the maintenance of 
British connection and the development of Imperial imity 
were the greatest and wisest objects for Dominion policy. 
But it was only by slow degrees that the people of Canada 
generally, came to appreciate the strength of this sentiment 
and then more by the practical results of his policy than by 
any special public belief in his loyalty or Imperialism. 

Where Sir John A. Macdonald, by phrase or precept, 
would embody the national regard for Britain, in a way 
calculated to arouse all the enthusiasm of the people, 
and thus aid him in the carrying out of an Imperial 
policy, Sir John Thompson would proceed first to plan, 
and then to quietly put his schemes in practice before 
inviting that public approval of which he was always 
reasonably assured. Yet his utterances upon these lines 
were by no means few, and as time went on the strength 
of his views would have become more evident and more 
widely known. Speaking, for mstanc6| at the. Ministerial 
Banquet in the Mansion Houae. Lop'^^^**"^ i ^At tA n rmK. i aqq^ 
and in response to the *^^ 
Reserve Forees>** t^"" 
then was — ref< 
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had come when friends and foea aJike, in considirin^^ l)io 
streugtli of the Empire, had to take into account the 
strength of the Colonies across the sea." 

Upon all the questions which came up from time to 
time in regard to Canada's duty to the Empire, he spoke 
with no uncertain sound. The very idea of discrimination 
against Britiah products in favour of American goods was 
abhorrent to him ; the advocacy cf Independence he consid- 
ered dangerous to the i3ominion, both in the present and 
in the future ; and the best policy to pursue was, in his 
opinion, one which would make the interests of Canada 
and the Kmpire identical, and gradually bring the wealth 
and power of the Mother Country into operation as sub- 
stantial factors in the development of Canaflian territory. 
In resisting BUccessfuUy the efforts of Newfoundland to 
introduce the wretched precedent of discrimination into tlie 
Colonial relationship, he did a great and perhaps not suiE- 
ciently appreciated service to the Empire. His action 
served as an ample protection against any discrimination 
in favour of American goods in the treaty afterwards made 
between the British West Indies and the United States. 
It will also prove an efficient precedent, and a reason for 
the use of the veto by the Imijerial Government in the 
event of any future Canadian administration being so lost 
to a sense of national honour as to introduce the principle 
into a reciprocity arrangement with the American Republic. 
At the same tune Hir John Thompson was too thorough 

Canadian to permit of his ever considering British inter- 
ests first and those of the Dominion second. The way in 
whi(A he stood out for Canadian rights in regard to the 
Atlantic fisheries, and the Pacific Coast sealing interests ; 
the Copyright question, and the British treaties which limit 
the freedom of Canadian fiscal action ; are proofs whicli 

ifEciently illustrate the fact He believed in Canada 
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having the very fullest power conipiktible with ita position 
as a .State of the Empii'e, and had its interests come in 
conflict with those of England, he would have stood for 
Canada first. But he considered the whole matter in a 
very different spirit from that wh'eh must have actuated 
those who were always looking forward to such a divergence 
of destiny, and speaking of it as something inevitable, when 
in reality it was barely possible. 

National existence he considered compatible with 
British connection, one, in fact, being c'ependent upon the 
other. Speaking in Toronto on January 6th, 1893, the 
new Premier declared that " every man who is a Canadian 
at heart feels that this country ought to he a nation, will 
be a nation, and, please God, we shall help to make it a 
nation ; but, sir, we do not desire that it shall be a separate 
nation, but that it will be a nation in itself, forming a 
bulwark to the British Empire, whose traditions we adniire, 
whose protection we enjoy, and who has fjiven to this 
country in the fullest degree the right and the power of 
self-government, and agreed to extend to the people of this 
country every facility which a self-governed and indepen- 
dent people could desire to have." 

At the great meeting which followed a week later in 
the Auditorium, he proclaimed amid ringing cheers that 
"the very corner-stone of the policy which we have 
endeavoured to carry forward, which we will build our 
future upon, is British connection," He went on to say 
that it was the bnunden duty of both Liberals and Conser- 
vatives to take care that the question of that future was 
not trifled with ; to see that Canada was developed as " a 
firm, strong British nationality " ; to base political action 
upon confidence and not peiisimism ; to spurn the annexa- 
tionist emissary from the door of every true Canadian : to 
cease trifling with the idea of annexation " by paltering 
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■■with indepondence." It was not, he thought, an unworthy , 
ambition to look forward to a distant possibility of inde-J 
pendenee when Canada might contain a great and populous J 
nation, but "to talk of it as being practicable or reasonable.! 
within the present geneiation, is to talk absurdity, if it ia T 
not to talk treason." 

At the present time, Canada was independent in the 
truest sense of the word, with the greatest possible liberty 
of self-government, and the protection of so powerful a 
parent that no one could menace that independence or 
hamper its free operation and development But in view 1 
of the immense power and intense aggressiveness of the ' 
United States " it required the fullest care and help of the 
Empire in order to keep the independence of Canada and 
to safeguard the righta of Canada." The man, therefore, 
who advocated independence while the Dominion was in _ 
this stage of national existence, advocated not only separa- 
tion from Great Britain, but practically the absorption of 
this country into the United States : " If the sentiments 
which animated the people of the Dominion were destroyed 
by British connection being severed, and the moral help 
ind the prestige of Great Britain were withdrawn from it, 
[the United States would have us at her disposal whenever 



In an elaborate interview given the papers upon hia 
Eetum from the Arbitration Tribunal at Paris, — August 
jBth — Sir John Thompson was even more plain and fur- 
■ble; ■' The propagandism for Canadian independence is a 
iiect and plain agitation in favor of annexation. Nobody 
B the country ought to be deceived about that. If anyone 
wants to know what fate Canada would meet in dealing 
with any international r[uestion standing outside of the 
ritish Empire, he had better read the record in the 
jehring Sea discussion. Great Britain stooil by us nohl^ ' 
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from first to last, and she yarded every intereat. that she 
E necessarily asked to ga&rd. and she dealt with Canada 
in all matters of arbitration ai fairly and as zealously as if 
Canada had been a part of the United Kingdom- Stand- 
ing alone by herself Canada would not have received one 
moment's consideration, and any discnssion of rights would 
have been disposed of in short order." 

A few weeks later at the demonstration in Montreal, 
on September 12th, he denounced " the wretched, feeble 
voices of the miserable creatures," who raised the cry of 
annexation, and declared that after closing their little office 
in Toronto, some of them had gone to the other half of the 
Continent " for which they have such a profound affection, 
but in which they will find the people have a profound 
contempt for renegade Canadians," It will not be surpris- 
ing in this connection to those who appreciated the strong 
though Boppressed feelings which characterized Sir John, 
to know that he entertained of late years sentiments of 
intense dislike to Mr. Goldwin Smith, as the champion of 
views for which he felt the keenest aversion. He found 
it difficult, indeed, to understand how a cultured English- 
man and brilliant writer could hold such dishonouring and 
ignoble opinions. 

Turning to the Behring Sea matter, he pointed 
out that it had been a stniLrL'tc of five millions of 
people against sixty millions - '^.is not by 

chattering amiexntioo and ini ' niiAiia had 

her ri,r,Kts n^^ii.v.l nn.l m« , ,.,. ,.r (ho 

nation- rho 

majc-st; ''ilh 

plouf;li.- . ■■- 

the Moth.- «int., 
deli hers 
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the voice of able and eloquent Canadian counsel should be 
heard upon an equal footing with that of the great legal 
lights of Britain. And onco more he pronounced the 
moral ; " The people who are attempting to deceive you 
with the story of independence are juat as renegade to 
every interest in this country as is the annexationist him- 
self." 

Referring again to those who spoke of it merely as a 
possibility in the distant future, the Premier continued ; 
■'That is a worthy aspiration for those who may come 
after us, many long years hence, to contemplate ; but those 
who speak of independence in the present state of Canada, 
or in any conditioa in which she is likely to be within the 
time of you or your children, are not talking independence 
from the heart, but they are talking it with the lips, and 
with black treason in their hearts to every true Canadian 
interest to which we should stand firm." 

Tet. with alt his strong feelings of loyalty and intense 
aversion to anything savouring of annexation or conti- 
nentalism, Sir John Thompson was extremely moderate 
and fair in his views of the every-day policy which should 
actuate Canada in its relations towards the United States. 
As an instance of this.'and apart from his well known 
attitude regarding reciprocity, the Alien Labour Bill pre- 
sented to the House in 1890, and urged very frequently 
afterwards, may be mentioned. For years the United 
States had dealt Id a harsh, almost brutal, manner with 
Canadian workingmen who had crossed the border to seek 
employment, who had perhaps obtained it, or who were 
found to be Canadians after having held a position for 

ibly many years. Under the terms of the U.S. Alien 
ar Law, and with the aid of inspectors, or of the lynx- 
representatives of some labour organization, tln'se 
W"uM be discovered and promptly put -aw^, 'dl '^'s, 
.eratiou and \e3% ti^Si'^e^^h 
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N iitural I y, (strong feeling was arouseil by these indica- 
tions of international fnendship and courtesy, and on 
January 27tli, Mr. George Taylor, a strong ConsLTvative 
and prominent supporter of the Government, introduced 
what was really a retaliatory measure — a Canadian Alien 
Labour Law. Sir John, in his speech during the debute, 
urged moderation. He pointed out that the contract 
labour regulations of the United States applied as much t>j 
Italy aato Canada in principle, although naturally their 
operation was more immediately -felt in the Dominion. 
Canadians could not be exempted from the terms o£ the 
American law, even by special arrangement, without the 
exemption of all British subjects. For the United States to 
exempt the Dominion would be to make Canada the back 
door by which Euglish immigrants of an undesirable class 
might gain admittance. For the Republic to exempt British 
citizens generally would be to practically give up its control 
over the incoming of the product of European slums, to be 
added to the already ample population of American slums. 

It was. he thought, a matter of internal policy, entirely 
under the control of the United States, one which they 
could not affect and in which they should not endea- 
vour to intervene, even though American officials en- 
forced the law with harshness and individual ignominy. 
As to retaliation : " I do submit that it would l>e an insane 
policy to adopt, simply because harsh and irritating legis- 
lation has been used against Canada." Another point to 
cousider was the fact that it would interfere with immi- 
gration, and unlike the United Stales, we neodod morn 
people rather Lti^m Ifss : " It would Ixi iiiiwiw'. Bit-uiitud an 
this country i- ■"" 

immigration '.^ 
passed '"i* ' I 
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■the Canul Tolls, art'l other questions ; how ansioua Sir John 
■always was to he upon the host possible terms with the 
I United States. 

I * Reference has been frequently made in these pages to 
I'Sir John Thompson's dislike of any proposal to diacrimi- 
I oate in favour of the United States against any partof the 
I British Empire. Speaking in the House of Commons on 
lApril aSth, 1S92, he declared that " we must recognize the 

■ aovereignity of the Monarchy of which we are subjects, 

■ ftnd our relations to the Empire are utterly inconsistent 
f with the idea of giving a preference to foreign countries 
^in the markets of this country, over our fellow subjects in 
I other parts of the Empire, and in Great Britain itself." 
[ For this reason indeed he had protested so energetically 
L'land successfully against the Bond-Blaine treaty ; for this 
' reason he liad watched so closely the American and West 

Indian treaty ; for tliis reason he had denounced so vig- 
ourously the Oppdition appeals to pessimism, and repre- 
[.aentation of the country as wrapped in misery and per- 
pieated with poverty for want of the great American 
market — which could only be obtained by discrimination 
Bagaiust the Mother (!^ountry. 

In this particular speech he expressed strong disappro- I 
1 bation of the previous utterances of Mr. Davies, on accounfc^ 1 
^f this dismal and sombre hue : 

" Ontside of my darkening Window 
Ib the great world's crash and din. 
And slowly the autumo shadows 
Come drifting, drifting in." 

i was nearly all shadow and no sunshine; national despair I 
rith but few gleams of hope or brightness. He then went J 
i if speaking to the Mother Country, to define the I 
tnadion position : " Yon, with our choice and by our wisli, I 
ffn laid oactatD burdens upon us as part of this Empiie ' 
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we have to a certain extent to uiaintaio our own defence, 
we have to keep up the British institutiona which we got 
from you. aud in bearing our own financial bunlens, it is 
ftbaolutely necessary that we should be masters of our owd 
tariff, aaving one thing only, and that is, that we shall not 
forget the duties we owe to the Empire by agreeing that 
any foreign country shall have a preference over you in 
the tariffs which we make." 

This is the declaration of a man and a statesman. It 
defends Canadian rights without infringing Britiali inter- 
ests; it seeks to make the two identical rather than to 
discover some material or sentimental flaw in the bond of 
union by which separation may be aided ; it proclaims that 
each section of the Empire owes a duty to the other por- 
tions, but should at the same time cultivate a spirit of 
mutual mdependence in all matters of local import. And 
it does not particularly appeal to sentiment, In all of Sir 
John Thompson's speeches, as in his general policy, duty 
seems to have been the first consideration. He sought to 
express and explain the obligations Canada was under to 
the Mother Country ; the obligations which Great Britain 
bore to the Dominion. Each had a duty to perlbrm— in 
one case the bearing of true allegiance, in the other the 
giving of true protection. And the mutual performance of 
duty would result in benefit to all concerned. 

From the standpoint of sentiment he said little in his 
earlier national speeches, although his fierce denunciations of 
annexation and the advocates of that idea, indicated clearly 
enough that he felt deeply upon the subje'ct. The future 
was not a thing which his strong practical mind, cared to 
deal with very miich,except in the w av of warning. Imperial 
Federation he did not publicly discuss although his whole 
policy was permeated with th( pnneipl upon which it must 
ultimately be developed. Closer union w ith the Empire in 
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a sentimental sense, lie did not specially urge. Tet, no man 
expressed more strongly and sincerely the necessity of 
conserving British unity in all practical politiijal directions. 

Upon tlie question of trade with Great Britain and 
with the Colonies there could be no doubt whatever con- 
cerning his views, Canada was to him the pivot upon 
which the commercial and maritime destinies of the Empire 
muBt eventually turn. Hence the importance of the C. P. R; 
the steamship connection with Australia and England ; the 
problems of cable communication and preferential trade. 
The latter he hoped for rather than expected. With tlie 
other Colonies the policy was, of coui'se practicable ; with 
England the difficulties were very great, Speaking in the 
House on February 29th, 1892, he declared in this connec- 
tion that " with or without a preferential market, the 
market of Great Britain is at present the grandest field for 
the products of this country," There could, in his opinion, 
be no comparison between the demand for Canadian pro- 
ductions in the Mother Country and that furnished by the 
United States. 

Imperial Federation, or the future of the Empire 
in a constitutional sense, Sir John Thompson never dia- 
eussed in public It was too purely speculative, and while 
such closer unity was desirable, and eventually necessary in 
some form or other, was probably in his opinion best served 
and hastened by building carefully the Foundations of mutual 
affection and respect, of trade interchange and personal 
intercourse, of cable communication and general defence. 
Appreciation of the greatness and power of the British 
Empire, of the desirability of its remaining undivided, of 
the weakness of Canada standing alone beside the United 
States, of the good-will and substantial aid given in recent 

s by the Mother Country to the Dominion ; all these 
were apparently more potent forces to thft Kv\nA. dl'Oa&^aiA 
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Premier in the bringing about of complete Imperial union, 
than were any number of proposed constitutions, theoretical 
propihtitions, or iippeals to abstract sentiment. Unlike 
Lord Roaebery and Sir John Macdonald, he, therefore, 
never identified himself directly with ihe Iiapcrial Feder- 
ation movement, although his British policy and principlts 
were, of course, in complete accordance with the work of 
its promoters. 

There can certainly be no doubt concerning Sir John 
Thompson's rank and place as an Imperial statesman. 
Apart from the Inter-Colonial Conference, which may be 
thought to constitute the central event of his administra- 
tion, he had shown himself in diplomacy and in arbitration 
a man worthy to hold his own amongst the beat and highest 
of the Mother Land. In complications of long standing 
with the United States he proved himself a careful 
Minister and ashrewd opponent; a protector of Canadian 
interests, but averse to anything which might unduly 
endanger British interests. In the Newfoundland matter 
he indicated his ability of looking ahead in a practical 
way, and his desire to stand up for future Imperial unity 
even ac;ainst pre-uiit Imperial Mini.-tur.i, But lie was none 
the less keen to his recognition of auy sympathetic states- 
manship in the Mother Country. Upon one occasion, he 
asked Lord Aberdeen as flovernor General, to convey to 
Lord Ripon the warm appreciation of his colleagnes and 
himself, concerning the Colonial Secretary's general admin- 
LstrationoE ad'airs with which Canada had been connected. 
In the Belinng Sea arbitration, he sJiowed the inheritance 
of those Judicial qualities of miud and intellect which 
make British diplomacy and legal administration the 
admiration of the world. His broad views thus gave him 
an Imperial reputation aod «tftiiiiiii?r- '■■■^ "oniluet i 
Imperial matters made hiQf a i: : ■ 
fullest sense of ih^jflf' " '^* ^ 
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CHAPTER SXIV. 






The ISTER-CULONIAL CONFERBNCB. 

The most striking event of Sir John Thompson's brief 
'remiei'ship was undoubtedly the gathering of representa- 
from various portions of the Empire, which met 
Ottawa with a view to the promotion of Imperial inter- 
aud unity. In the future it may loom larger than | 
at present, and in history the Inter-Co!onial Confer- 
ice of 1894 will be recorded aa a memorable incident in I 
chain of circumstances which helped to produce a united 1 
Iritish Empire. It has been the great mission of Canada 
forge many of those links of union. 
By the Confederation of its Provinces in 1867 an im- 
petus was given to the federal principle which now perme- 
ates the local politics and fills the aspirations of the people 
of Australia and South Africa. By the construction of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway it opened up vast territories to 
British settlement and cultivation ; created cities and towns 1 
which are now reaching out for trade with the distant 1 
east ; provided an Imperial highway for the transport of 
troops and munitions of war ; and completed commercially 
that unity of Canada which in a national sense had been 
commenced at ('on federation. By the creation of ii steam- 
ship line from Vancouver to Sydney, and the voting of the 
large subsidy which indicates the ultimate completion of a 
fast line of steamers between Canada and England, the 
Dominion has formed a substantial basis for the closer 
^mmercial relations which should in the future exist be- 
een the different section,* of the Empire. 
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What tiie strttesmanBhip of Sir Johu MacilouftUI initi- 
ated, the brief ministry of Sir John ThompTOn continued. 
The mantle of the great Imperialist had fallen upon one 
who was well able to appreciate the importance of the in- 
heritance and to aid in developing the practical aide of the 
far-reaching problem which is the noble birth-right of 
every British citizen. Early in September, 1893, Mr. Mac- 
kenzie Bowell, Minister of Trade and Conamerce, had been 
Bent on an official mission to the Australian Colonies for 
the purpose of seeing what could be done in the direction 
of extending interchange and promoting a mutual know- 
ledge of requirements and resources. His intimate acquaint- 
ance with Canadian afiiairs made him in this connection an 
ideal diplomatist, an advantage which was further en- 
hanced by a personal enthusiasm in the mission. But — 
fortunately as it turned out — he found it was impossible 
to negotiate satisfactorily with so many distinct Colonies 
in the short time at his diapoaal, and arrangements were 
therefore made for the Conference which met at Ottawa 
on the 2Sth of June, and to which South Africa and 
the Imperial Government joined in sending representativea 

During his Belleville speech on the 21st of September. 
Sir John Thompson had referred to this Imperial policy in 
words which seemed to arouse the strongest sympathies of 
his audience : " We have sent different lines of steamships 
to every part of the world. We have subsidised them ou 
the Pacific to the Eastern countries. We have Bubsidised 
them to Australia, and we are holding out inducements to 
get upon the Atlantic the finest line of steamships, or aa 
fine a line, as trrossi's the mxaa iu miy part of the frtn'ld. 
To-d;i> ri III 1.' cn lihu PwciQcia csny- 

ing t! " " l.<iiij .. < » 

off..- ' 

the -A . 
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Beferrincf to the matter in the Ho«se early in the 
Session of ISttt, tlie Premier pointed out in reply lo some 
criticisms from Mr. Laurier— March IGth — that this Gov- 
ernments far away on ihe Pacific had received Mr. Bowell 
" with the cordial hand of fellowship, as warm and gener- 
ous as one colonist could extend to another," and had 
intimated their intention of discussing the proposals in a 
conference to be held in Canada. " I venture to say," con- 
tinued the speaker, " that a proposition which is thus 
warmly receive i, and is being acted on by four or five 
Governments in Australia and New Zealand is not one 10 
be derided as unworthy of the ambition of a Government 
representing this country, for we can see not only that 
commercial interests may be developed and extended by 
the promotion of trade between those countries and Canada, 
but that we shall be doing honest yeoman service to the 
inteBesta of the Empire if we draw together in closer bonds 
our fellow -colonists and ourselves." 

The result, as shown by the meeting at the capital of 
the Dominion in the following summer, was a gathering of 
moat notable men fi'ora various parts of the British realm. 

Great Britain came the Earl of Jersey, G.C.M.G,,-j 
who had been for some years a most popular Governor o 
New South Wales. From South Australia came the Hon. 
Thomas Playford. formerly Premier, and now Agent-Genr 
eral in London. New South Wales sent the Hou. F. R,S 
Suttor. M,L.A., Minister of Public Instruction ; Tasmania^ 
had the Hon. N. Fitzgerald as its representative ; New 
Zealand sent a prominent business man in the pei-son of 
Mr. Alfred Lee-Smith ; Victoria sent Sir Henry J. Wrixon, 
KCM.G , Q.C., and the Hon. Simon Froser. a Canadian of 
days gone by. Queensland was represented by the Hon. 
A J. Thynne. M.L.C , a member of the Local Government, 
jind by the Hon. William Furrest. Cape Colony — ^now tho_| 
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centre of a new policy of Imperial expansion under tlie 
inapiring intluenee of Mr. Cecil Rliodoa — sent Chief Justice 
Sir Henry de Vitliers, Sir Charles Mills, A^ent-General in 
London; and that most striking personality, the Hon. Jan 
Hendrick Hofmeyr, the loyal leader of the Dutch element 
at the Capo. Canada was represcntetl by the Hon. 
Mackenzie Bowell, who waa deservedly elected President 
of the Conference ; Sir Adolphe Caron ; the Hon. Q. E. 
Foster; and by Mr. Sandford Fleming, C.M.G, whose 
enthusiastic interest in the question of cable communica- 
tion had made his name so familiar in what may be called 
the politics of the Empire. 

The opening of the Conference in the Dominion 
Senate Chamber waa a function of unusual bnliiance. 
The Earl of Aberdeen, Governor General of Canada, pre- 
sided, and delivered one of his characteristic speeches in 
welcoming the delegates. The Chamber, aside from the 
many Colonial delegates and visitors, was crowded with 
distinguished men from all parts of the Dominion, and 
with hundreds of ladies. It I'eally presented a most 
splendid spectacle, in appearance as well as in the wide 
interests which such an assemblage embodied to the 
reflective on-looker. Lord Aberdeen's address was most 
effective, and patriotic in the broadest sense of the word. 
Sir John Thompson followed, and welci-;!. " rl. "i;' 'iiv'-s 
in a speech of exceptional eloquence. ■ 'k' 

occasion, he for once allowed hi? ), ,. ...] 

aspirations to find full 

effort. Friends and - 
never looked so wjII, 
on this historiL- 
appeared mon 
the dek'fjate^ ■ i 

Al'!. > 
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Cimaflians, ami speaking oace more in their name, he said : 
" I can assure tlie delegates who are assembled, that our 
people, tilled with zeal for the greatness and development 
of their own country, and for the strengthening ot the 
Empire, are delighted to see the kindlinrrs ol' the same 
ambition in the sister colonies throuf;hout the world." He 
then expressed pleasure at the idea that the discussions of 
the Conference would be more immediately and chiefly 
connected with questions of prosperity, of commerce, and 
ol: communication, within the Empire, and not with 
disturbing problems of foreign relations, and of peace or 
"war. But, and here his characteristic caution came in, 
" we realize that while there ia ample field for the widest 
patriotism and the warmest loyalty, there are matters of 
pui'B business, needing the closest examination and scrutiny 
— matters connected with trade, with steamships, and with 
telegraphs." He went on to say that "the ocean which 
divides the Colonies should become the highway for the 
people, and for the products that the Colonies produce," 

And then c(wne an eloquent sentence which voiced hia 
own views amid the enthusiastic applause of hia audience, 
and will be remembered in all future records of the 
gathering: "On this happy occasion, these delegates 
assemble after long years of self-government in their 
eountriea, years of greater progress and di^elopineiit than 
lithe colonies of any Empire have everseun iathep^wt; not to 
jDunaider the pixispects of separation from the Mother 
Country, but to plight our faith anew to each other as 
brethren, and to plight anew with the Mother Land that 
faith which has never yet been broken or tarnished." Ha 
icluded by expressing the hope that this Conference 
" ' he bat " the prelude of occasions on which we shall 
ih- iiii-ci in Canada the statesmen of the c 
'I which we shall be able to meet, 
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greater facilities than we now poaaesa, the people wliom 
they represent." 

Lord Jersey spoke earnestly, and to the point, concern- 
ing the opportunities a,nd possibilities of the Conference. 
In the courKe of hia speech he turned to the Premier and 
said : " 1 should like also to expiess thanks to Sir John 
Thompson for having had the boldness and the foresight 
to call this Conference together in order to bring these 
subjects within the range of practical consideration.' He 
went on to say that the spirit which inspired him was one 
of "absolute sympathy with the far-seeing policy which 
has called us together"; and continued: "Itia with wonder 
that I think of what Canada has done to bring the 
northern and southern parta of the Empire together. She 
has linked the two great oceans after an exhibition of 
courage and constEuicy and skill which has never been sur- 
passed in the history of the world. She has made her 
country the half-way house of the Empire." Facing the 
Canadian Premier once more the speaker concluded : " Sir 
John Thompson, in the name of the country whicVi I repre- 
.sent, the Mother Country, I take up the pledge of faith 
which you have so ably and eloquently tendered, in the 
full belief that the reault of this Conference will be the 
strengthening of those bonds of affection and of inter&st 
which should always bind each part of the Empire 
together." 

In the evening a great banquet waa held. Sir John 
Thompson was unusually witty and graceful, and In the 
course of his speech made a reference which deserves to be 
recorded as being both effective and charming : " We have all 
been striving to express the heartiness of the welcome we 
desire to accord the delegates. For my part, I cannot do 
better than recall a greeting I observed was lately oHered 
to the Countess of Aberdeen, during her tour of bene- 
voJence in Ireland : ' You are as we\co"me aa «OTV6\i\ue." " 
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After a loyal addreaa to Her Majesty the Queen, the 
Conference settled down to business. Mr, Bowell delivered 
a lengthy and able review of the questions which might 
come up for consideration, and this address formed a useful 
basis for the ensuing discussions. Without going into the 
results in detail, the work of the gathering may be briefly 
summarised as follows : 

I. A Resolution in favour of establishing a Customs 
Union between Great Britain and the other portions of the 
Empire. 

H An earnest expression of opinion in favour of 
preferential ti-ade relations, between Canada, Australasia 
and South Africa. 

III. A motion urging Imperial action in the removal 
of certain clauses contained in existing international trea- 
ties, which hampered reciprocal trade agreements between 
the Colonies. 

IV. Approval of immediate steps for obtaining cable 
communication between Canada and Australasia free from 
foreign control. 

V. A request to the Imperial Government to commence 
the survey of the cable route at once — the expense to be 
borne in equal proportions by the British and Colonial 
Governments concerned. 

VI A suggestion to the Imperial authorities that 
assistance be given to the proposed fa-st Atlantic line of 
steamships, by diversion of the subsidies hitherto granted 
to the American line from Liverpool to New York. 

But the results which follow natm-ally from an in- 
creased acquaintance with each other's interests and indus- 
tries, requirements and resources, were perhaps as important 
as the mere resolutions passed by the Conference, The 
Australians and South Africans came to Canada, saw the 
country, learned something of its vastuess, its hidden and 
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developed wealth, its iDStitutiona and productions. They 
told the CanadiEin Ministers in conference, and the Cana- 
dian people at the banquets tendered thein in Ottawa and 
Toronto, Montreal and Quebec, something of the prosperity 
and posaibilities, the loyalty and the aspirations after 
federal unity, which characterized the Australasian and 
other Colonies. The representatives of the countries con- 
cerned, found that the United States had gradually devel- 
oped a trade with Auatralaaia which was well worth being 
considered and diverted — a commerce which had increased 
from $4,200,000 in 1860, to nearly 320,000,000 in 1892. 

And the great bulk of this trade was seen to be in 
producta which Canada excels in manufacturing, or in 
ai'ticles of a kind which she now obtains largely frem the 
United States instead of Australia. The Republic was 
found to export to those Colonies considerable quantities 
of agricultural implements, carriages, chemicals, fish, manu- 
factures of iron, steel, leather and paper, petroleum, and 
manufactured tobacco and wood. Yet, although the 
Dominion can compete in nearly all of these products, it 
only sent them from 8300,000 to $500,000 worth a year. 
Hence the very evident opening for a substantial inter- 
change. Du ing an informal discossion at the Conference, 
Mr. Suttor enumerated as the articles which Australia 
could sell to Canada : wool, which ia produced in immense 
quantities, frozen beef and mutton, which can be got in 
Sydney for two cents a pound and costs twelve cents in 
British Columbia, canned meats, raw hides and skins, hard 
woods for railway ties and street paving, finiits such as 
lemons, oranges and mandarins, and sugar. 

Amongst the things which could be taken frsm Can- 
ada would be paper, which is not made in Australia, cotton 
goods and frozen and canned salmon. Mr. Lee-Smith 
stated that the Masaey-Harris Co., of Toronto, had already 
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shipped 4,000 cultivators to New Ztialanil. That C'.lony 
could Bend woolen goods, superior gum and flax, and rabbit 
skins, and would purchase frozen salmon, hops and paper. 
Other articles meotioned by dele^tes were rough timber, 
matches, and petroleum, all of which could be obtained from 
the Dominion, Sir Heury de Viliiers said that the Cape 
could offer wool, diamonds, wine and fruit, and would take 
lumber in large quantities, together with agricultural im- 
plements and paper. 

The subsequent report of Lord Jersey to the Imperial 
Government Wfis favourable to the proposals of the Confer- 
ence, with the exception of the resolution which expressed 
a hope that England might be induced to herself enter 
some system of Imperial Customs Union. He referred to 
the greeting given by the Canadian Premier as having 
"struck the chord which vibrated throughout the proceed- 
ings,"and wenton todeal elaborately with all the questions 
discussed. He concluded with the statement that although 
commerce cannot be baaed upon sentiment, it is still 
possible for the latter to aid in clearing away obstacles and 
in diverting the stream of trade into new channels. The 
leading men of the Colonies "appreciate the value of the 
connection with Great Britain, and the bulk of their popu- 
lation is loyal. It is within the power of Great Britain to 
settle the direction of their trade and the current of their 
sentiments for, it may be, generations. Such an oppor- 
tunity may not soon recur, as the sands of time run down 
quickly." 

At a banquet given on July 8th by the Hon. Simon 
Fraser, M.L.C.. of Victoria, but a native of Nova Scotia 
the Premier made a very pleasant after-dinner speech. 
The majority o£ those present were Nova-Scotians, and 
they could, therefore, appreciate the force of a portion ( 
his remarks. He commenced by expressing great interes 
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in the statement made by Mr. Fraser to the effect that in 
departing from Nova-Scotia, " the cradle of the earth." he 
had been moved to some extent by the predatory instincts 
of his race. " It was the Scotchman's characteristic to 
reach out to the ends of the earth in order to secure what- 
ever he could lay hands on, and to lie down alongside of it, 
too." Then turning from the humourous to the serious, 
Sir John expressed great pleasure at the praise of Canadian 
development which their host and visitor had expressed. 
" That record of progress, ' he added, " will still continue, 
no matter what party guides the destiny of this country 
On this part of the continent the future belongs to Cana- 
dians, and the sentiment animating our people is that she 
shall be great in the Councils of the Empire." 

With these and other similar words echoing in their 
minds, the representatives of many States of a vast Empire 
finally dispersed. Their mission had been a noble one ; the 
occasion, a unique and historic event; the visit to the 
Dominion, a pleasant, and, it may truly be said, a profitable 
trip. The end is not yet ; and as the Ottawa Conference 
recedes into the dim distance and is succeeded by other and 
seemingly greater gatherings, its importance may be some- 
what overshadowed and its deliberations partly forgotten- 
by the gre^^t mass of an Imperial people. But it is safe to 
say that history will do it justice : and that down through 
all " the ringing gi'ooves of change " its resolutions and 
results will be carried as the first public political plank in 
the re-construction of the British Empire. 
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Later Evests in a Great Life. 

In the middle of March, 1894, commenced Sir John 
Thompson's last Parliamentary Session. But neither he 
nor tlie public had any premonition of the fact, and the 
months, as they rapidly passed away, were as usual, 
crowded with work and busy achievement. Speaking in 
the House during the debate on the Address the Premier 
took occasion, with that courtesy which was so character- 
istic, to thank the Opposition and its leaders for having 
facilitated the despatch of public business at the previous 
meeting of Parliament, and thus enabled him to get away 
and perform the important duties to which he had been 
called at Paris ; " I venture to say that they showed a high 
sense of patriotism and public duty in aflbrding me that 
opportunity, and they have conferred on obligation upon 
me as a public man that I feel bound to recognize this 
1 evening." 

A little later on Mr. Foster introduced his Budget, 
and explained the revision of the tariff which hod been 
f promised in the preceding Session, and pledged again by 
f Sir John Thompson and other Ministers during the autumn 
tour of Western Ontario. He stated that liis object in the 
I changes made was the reasonable protection of Canadian 
industries, combined with due care for the rights of con- 
sumers. The speech was elaborate as well as 
and it is not difficult to understand that its preparatii 
i and the tremendous work of revising a tariff composed 
I' Bome 900 items had affected in some degree tha hea-V^Jo. 
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the Finance Minister, and almost prevented hira from 
taking part in the later- Colonial Conference. The whole 
tariff was changed ; many of the specifii; duties were altered 
to ad-valorem, onea ; and a general lowering took place. 
Mr. Foster estimated the total loaa of revenue at one and 
a half millions. The Toronto Mail, which would hardly be 
considered as too friendly at that time, thought four 
millions nearer the mark, aad declared that the marked 
reductions in the new tariff " from the public and business 
point of view are to he commended." 

While the Bud£;et discussion was still going on, an 
interesting event took place on the 9th of April, when a com- 
mittee from the Sir John Macdonald Club, of Montreal, pre- 
sented to the Conservative membera at Ottawa, a very 
handsome portrait of Sir John Thompson, to be hung in 
the party caucus room of the House of Commons. Sir 
John's speech in acknowledgment was most felicitouB. 
He began by saying that "the genial and loyal spirit of 
the Club, in making the presentation is admirable be- 
yond description, and the shortcomings of the picture 
are unhappily all my own." Then in a more serious vein 
and with a significance which could only be realized 
afterwards, he added; "That leads me to think that 
bye-and-bye my shortcomings may be forgotten, as more 
important questions arise on the political surface. Our 
hope for the future is not that I shall for all time, or for a 
very long time, continue in the leadership of the party, but 
that the party shall continue to be led by the lieutenants 
of Sir John Macdonald from time to time, the men who 
believe in his principles and are prepared to fight for Ihem.' 

A few days later, on the 12th of the niontji, Uid 
PrLimier indicated his intei-eat in all ijueatjcins iif mptal 
reform, \<y attending a meeting of the National T 
Women, which waa then being Mrgaiiized in l.* 



SIR JOHN THOMPSON. 



419 



I 



t^o inspiring infiuence and Presidency of the Count chh of 
Alierdeen. Representativee were present from Montreal, 
Toronto, Quebec, Hamilton, Winnipeg, London and other 
places, and an active part had been taken in the proceed- 
ings bj Lady Thompson, Madame Laurier, Mrs. l.irummond, 
of Montrea!, Lady Ritchie, Mra. Schultz, of Winnipeg, and 
Mrs. Grant Macdonald, of Toronto. Sir John Thompson 
left a crowded House and an important debate to be pre- 
sent, and seconded a resolution expressing tbe belief that 
the new organization would " conduce to the best welfare 
of the country, by promoting greater unity of thought, 
sympathy and purpose, amongst women workers of all 
classes and aectiona of the people." 

He commenced a brief but pointed speech, by calling 
the assemblage a National Parliament of tbe women of 
Canada, and then referring, amid laughter, to " tbe byotber 
Parliament on tbe HUl," wbicb be had just left. " I hope," 
be continued, "' that it will further be said of Canada, as 
the result of this movement, that we are not only tbe most 
law-abiding people — the most generous in our charities — 
but that we have the best organized system of charities in 
the world." After a reference to the appreciation which 
public men should feel in this matter, he expressed the 
belief that it would " bind together in sympathy and closer 
citizenship, all those who are interested in charitable 
work." He spoke of his pleasure in reading the resolutions 
regarding the consolidation of the Canadian people and tlie 
necessity of inculcating patriotism in tbe young, and con- 
cluded by declaring that " any movement which tends to 
bring together tbe people of tbe various Provinces, of 
different opinions, politics, and beliefs, will be patriotic in 
ijts aim and in its work, and Divinely blessed in its results." 

During this Session tho ever present Franchise ques- 
ic up. It had already engaged tbe Preiiiifi.v«i 
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attention in the speeches made during the Fall, and he had 
everywhere denounced the Liberal proposal to apply the 
Provincial franchises in Dominion matters. At Arthur on 
Octoher 2nd, he liad pointed out that the Act was 
" founded on national principles and it is necessary for 
the national security that we should have a national 
franchise in this country, as every other self governed 
country has, with the single exception of the United 
States, whose example it ia not always wise to follow." 

It being necessary to have a revision of the lists, 
after an interval of three yeai's, Sir John Thompson 
on June 14th, introduced an amendment to the existing 
Act, which, without in any way vitiating its genera! prin- 
ciples, improved it in detail and facilitated and cheapened 
it in operation. After dealing with the subject at some 
length; defending the position of the Government; and 
pointing out that the only way in which the Dominion 
franchise could be assimilated with the Provinces would 
be by the latter legislating themselves first into uniformity, 
he referred to the question of cost and observed that: 
" Hereafter, when the list is once framed we shall have the 
advantage of provincial lists to start from, that is to say, 
the very recent lists. We shall have the advantage of the 
more recent local revision, and to my mind these two cir- 
cumatances together will make the construction of the lists 
from year to year very rapid and very simple, and if I am 
correct in this assumption we shall succeed in lessening the 
expense very much indeed." , 

The debate upon the French Treaty a month after- 
wards brought up incidentally the Prohibition issue and 
the temperance question, which for a year or two past had 
been creating wide discussion. Sir John Thompson's posi- 
tion upon this matter seems to have been one of evolution. 
As with every thing else, he believed in moderation. 



SIB JOHN THOUFSON. 



428 



Speaking at Orangeville on November 29th, 1886, he de- 
clared it to be a moral and not a political question. But 
■' the time is coming when it may be one of the great ques- 
tions ot" the day." When the people had " under standingly 
pronounced upon it ; it will be the duty of the Government 
— considering the interests of our country and fair-play to 
everybody whose interests may be affected — to obey the 
voice of the people." Later on, this hint at a plebis- 
cite was taken up by Sir Oliver Mowat. In May 1888 he 
had strongly supported an amendment to the Railway Act 
making any person selling spirituous or intoxicating liquors 
to a railway employ^ subject to severe punishment In 
reply to protests, the Minister of Justice declared it to be 
"just the same as selling to minors. Persons who are en- 
gaged in a business which we restrict must take the risk 
of violating the law." 

Speaking at Owen Sound regarding the issue on Octo- 
ber 4th, 1893, he was very explicit in reply to a query as 
to his views : " I am in sympathy with prohibition inso- 
far as it is a move for the furthering of temperance in 
this country, and in remedying the evils which the temper- 
ance community are endeavouring to abate. If prohibition 
can be adopted and enforced in this country, I am in sym- 
pathy with that movement." In connection with subse- 
quent questions concerning jurisdiction to deal with the 
subject, his opinion, as a constitutional lawyer of high rank, 
given in the same speech is most interesting: "My own 
mind has no dou'-t whatever. My own mind is that the 
power of prohibition rests with the Dominion Parliament, 
and I would not have thought that that couid be contra- 
dieted if it were not that so great an authority as the Pre- 
mier of Ontario has challenged that position and asked mo 
to get the opinions of the courts of the country as to 
whether his Government or ours has power of prohibition." 
I There is certainly no shirking of the issue hftxiji. 
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Aa to the Prohibition Coiuniiasion which the Govern- 
ment had appointed in 1891, he stated at Durham on Sep- 
tember 29th that "the object was to get information for 
the people as to what was going on in Canada with regard 
to the liquor traiBc and the results of experience in other 
countries in the way of suppressing it." On March ii9th 
following these speeches he received an important deputa- 
tion of temperance people at Ottawa, but positively refused 
to give them any otficial promise or pledge. He pointed 
out that the Royal Commission had not yet reported, and 
that the matter involved a displacement of revenue to the 
extent of nine millions of dollars. Business ccnsiderations 
for the moment were more important than sentiment, and 
this he practically told the deputation ; refusing to play in 
any way to the gallery of prohibition votes to which one 
delegate called his attention. 

The discussion of the French treaty in the House dur- 
ing the early part of July was interesting apart from the 
allegations regarding differences in the Cabinet over its 
ratification. The temperance people did not/it all like it, 
and the vine-growers were afraid of it. Sir John Thomp- 
son handled this part of the subject in his speech on July 
lllth: "I appreciate and endorse what has been said by 
several members of this House, with regard to the advan- 
tages which would accrue to this country fi-om the increased 
consumption of the lighter wines instead of the whiskey 
and other spirits which are in general consumption to-day. 
. . . The wines of this country, I am infonned. are 
sold more cheaply than the French wines of the same 
class, and the duty which will still remain, one would 
think would be a very considerable protection indeed to 
the wine growing interest of this couatry." 

He appealed strongly to the House to Banction the 
Treaty, because it had been negotiated with and tlii^ough 



^^B Imperial aid, invoked at the request of Canada. In anyV 
^^B event it could be abrogated at twelve months' notic^I 
^^m should the arrangement not be finally satisfactory. Need^ 
^^m less to say the Goverumeat was fully supported in itM 
^Vpolicy. I 

^^B A debate dealing with the cliaracter and conduct offl 

^^K certain judges in the Fro\'ince of Quebec took place in thu 
^^B House about this time. Charges of a more or less vaguafl 
^^V and inconsc<]iientia], but none the less unpleasant, naturoS 
^^M had been flung at the French-Canadian judiciary by Mr. J.fl 
^^H lEtrael Tarte. Sir John Thompson wrote a letter askings 
^^Vfor proofs which would warrant him in submitting thoifl 
^™ allegations to a Committee, but these were refused. Mean-B 
time he obtained evidence that many, if rot most, of thefl 
statements were baseless, or subject to explanation, andJ 

r these paHiculars the Premier submitted to the House oafl 
July l7th, in a logical speech delivered in his usual judicial 
style. ■ 

But upon the whole he did not speak very frequently-B 
during the Session. A strong utterance upon the Mani- I 
toba schools, and his settlement of the long wrangle in the-^ 
Public Accuunts Committee as to the power of taking 
evidence under oath, were about the only matters he took 
part in, besides those already mentioned. He was in his 
^^^ place, liowever, every day, working hard, chiefly in the J 
^^B writing of letters. Always watchful of the procee<lings, h&l 
^^Vwas as quick as ever in detecting anything which called>l 
^^Kfor a reply, and in directing attention to it through soma I 
^^■one else, if he did not cam to speak himself. His last acfel 
^^^rand practically his lost words in the House of Commons,! 
^^Hwhere for eight years his influence hail been so strongly! 
^^Bfelt, and been so useful to hiy country and empire, waS>l 
^^Rn moving on July 21st, seconded by Mr. Laurier, thabfl 
^^V** the House do contur in the uddrcss from the Senate to ■ 
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Her Moat Gi-acicu3 Majesty the Qween, tendering eordJal 
congratulations upon the birth of a son to Their Royal 
Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of York." Hia first 
speech in the House had been in defence of the execution 
of a rebel against Her Majesty's authority ; his last worda 
in the House consisted in an offering of ita congratulations 
to the Queen ; his last act in life was the receiving of a 
high honour from Her Majesty's hands. 

On the 20tli of August Sir John p:ud one of hia some- 
what rare visits to Toronto, in order to inspect the Island 
construction works at the reijuest of the City Council. 
He came down from Muskoka, whei'e he had been having 
an all too brief holiday, and was, of courKe, presented with 
a long address. Later in the day he was given a banquet 
at the Pavilion on the Island, amongst the guests being 
Sir John Gorst, Q.C., M.P., the distinguished English Con- 
servative statesman, who happened to he in the city; Sir 
Frank Smith and Mr. Clai-ke Wallace. The Premier's 
speech was full of patriotic aspiration. He expressed the 
belief that sectionalism was disappearing ; that the time 
had come for the young men — ^bom in the days of Confed- 
eration — to take their place in the held of Canadian public 
life, and to realize that "the first principle of national life, 
national obligation and national hope, is that they are 
Canadians above and before everything else." He con- 
tinued with a reference to Sir John Gorst's presence ; to 
the statesmen of England, who are "the statesmen of the 
Colonies a-s well " ; and to the recent Inter- Colonial Con- 
ference. He concluded with an utterance of unusual 
warmth ; 

" We are not ashamed or afraid to speak of our loyalty. 
It is not at all a mere boast. It is not a mere sentiment — 
great a sentiment as it is — but it is the sense that under 
the rule of our present Sovereign, this vast Empire is the 
empire of the colonies as well as of Great Britain herself," 
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The Toronto Intlustriiil Exhibition was opened by Sir 
John on the 4th of September following, amid the uaual 
ceremonies. Accompanied by the Hon. Mr. Bowell, he 
received an Address on behalf of the management from the 
President, Mr. J. J. Withrow, and delivered a speech in 
reply which indicated hia steadily growing power of 
making a popular, as well as a judicial or Parliamentary, 
oration. His strong point was an appeal to the national 
British sentiment of the people : 

" Aa one of the public men of thia country, I assert 
that it is our duty to remove all possible causes of friction 
between the Mother Land and Canada, in order that we 
way, in these seven Provinces aad in the fertile prairies of 
this Dominion, truly establiah British polity and British 
institutions upon thia continent. It lathe interest of every 
true Canadian, if the time shall come, that we shall make 
all the sacrifices we can make to see that the flag which 
floats over us shall float over our children as well aa our- 
selves And it is the first duty, I say, of a public man to 
help to sustain the greatness of the Empire as well aa of 
the Dominion, knowing that the greatest achievements 
which the people of this Dominion can accomplish are to be 
gained under British rule and in connection with the Empire 
of which we are proud to-day to form a part." 

The loud and frequent applause which greeted these 
sentiments showed that he had touched the popular chord, 
and was at last learning to let the people into the secret of 
that strong inner loyalty, which his chai-acteristic aversion 
to buncombe or display had hitherto made him so largely 
conceal from the public. 

Hardly a week later the Premier performed his last 

public function in Ma native Province. On the Ilthof 

September, in the presence of 5,0(10 people, and assisted by 

Charles Hibbert Tupper, the Hon. J. W. Longley, and 
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others, he unveiled a monument at Sprin^hill, N.8., erected 
to the memorj' of 125 men who had met death by an awful 
explosion on February 21st, 1891. His words were few, 
but he took occasion to point out that the Canadian people 
were as fully prepared to face difficulties undauntedly as 
were ever the bi'ave miners of Springhill. in coneluaion 
Sir John reaii a poem in commemoration of the event 
eompoaetl by Mr. W. E. Heffermon, as voicing his own feel- 
ings and that of his audience. 

Following thia came the unveiJiug of the monument 
to Sir John A. Macdonald, in Queen's Park, Toronto. It 
is a notable fact, that within little more than a year of his 
own death. Sir John Thompson performed the chief cere- 
monies at three memorial functions. And the compara- 
tively few statues which are raised in Canada to the 
memory of departed greatness or present worth, adds to 
the force of this coincidence. At Hamilton on the Ist of 
November, 1893, he had unveiled the local monument to 
Sir John Macdonald and delivered h speech worthy to 
rank with the best ever produced by such an occasion. 
With him at thia event were a number of the other Domin- 
ion Ministers ; Sir Oliver Mowat ; the Lieu ten ant -Gove mop 
of Ontario, and Lieutenant-Governor Schultz, of Manitoba. 
Senator Sanford, who had done so much as chairman of 
the committee, in ohtainingf the necessary funds, presided 
at the ceremonies and addresses were delivered by Sir 
Adolphe Caron, Sir Oliver Mowat, Sir Charles Hibbert 
Tupper and Mr. N. Clarke Wallace. But the Premiers 
speech was, of course, the pivotal part of the programme. 
It had evidently been prepared with great care, and per- 
haps reads better than it sounded amid the disadvantages 
of moving throngs and pouring rain. It was however, a 
cultured, patriotic and really beautiful eulogy of the chief 
founder of Canadian Confederation, and of Canadian Con- 
aervttiism as understood in later da^a. 
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He spoke of the Canada of years' long past ; of the 
struggles and succeases met with by Sir John Macdonald' 
in the early days of the DomiQion, and before the Domin- 
ion was a fact ; of his work for the Empire ; of liis labours 
for the party. Sir John Macdonald had been " the 
master builder among the many who did noble work in 
tlie structure of the nation." His patriotism was the 
inainspring of hia every action ; his true and deep Cana- 
dianism was " the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of 
fire by night," to multitudes of his followers. " It used to 
be a popular delusion," said the speaker, in referring to 
the Chieftian's amiability, kindliness and forbearance, 
" that when he took a now colleague ho required from hira 
ihis resignation in advance. I soon found that when he 
took a new colleague the new comer's relations to hia Chief 
were regulated by aflection and not by command." He 
was a great parliamentarian. He was "puided by the 
inspiration of heaven which falls upon truly patriotic 
men." He was ambitious in the best sense of the word. 
Ambitious to infuse into the minds of his countrymen 
sentiments and ideas, that were wider than the issues of 
party ; ambitious to make Canada great ; ambitious to 
■^ence the voice of faction and the noise of discord ; am- 
'bitious to leave this country and empire better off for the 
toils and sacrifices of his life." 

The ceremonies in Toronto took place on the 13th of 
October, 1894, and constituted the last public function 
which Sir John Thompson was destined to perform in 
Canada. Great preparations had been mode for the occa- 
sion ; the ti-oops had turned out in force ; the school 
children in thousands ; and the people in crowds, estimated 
as high as thirty and forty thousand. Many Cabinet 
Ministers from Ottawa and Toronto were present, together 
with distinguished people from all parts of the Dominion. 
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Mr. E. F, Clarke presided; Mr. Mackenzie Bowull paid a 
fitting tribute to the leader be bad served witli for so many 
years ; Mr. G. W. Ross, tbe Ontario Minister of Education, 
offered a moat eloquent and generous tribute to the great 
opponent of hia party ; Sir Adolphe Caron delivered one 
of his characteristic orations ; Sir Charlas Hibbert Tupper 
was brief and forcible; Mr. Hamilton McCarthy, the 
sculptor, was deservedly called upon for a few words. 

The Premier's speech was necessarily short in compari- 
son with the one delivered at Hamilton. But it was none 
the leas inspiring and interesting. He spoke of the day 
being the anniversary of that " field of glory," the battle of 
Queenston Heights, Sir John Macdonald's waa " the kind 
of loyalty which believes that the true intereats of Canada 
lie in British connection and British institution a." He 
referred to episodes in tbe Cbieftian's career when he had 
stood up for the Dominion; when he had dared great 
things for bis country ; when " the flood of patriotism had 
streamed through his undaunted heart." And tlien, Sir 
John Thompson concluded, in words, which two short 
months afterwai-ds might well have been applied to him- 
self. 

" May tbe statue speak of one who was great because 
he loved Canada much, and loved and served his Empire 
well, and of whom it was truly said, in recollection of vfhat 
he had accomplished for bis cotmtry, and tbe example he 
had set bis countrymen : 

' He nothing fears, 
Ilie long te-morrow of the ooming jeaoj.*" 
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CHAPTER XXVr. 

Last Days and Dhamatic Death. 

Late in Octoljer it was annouDced that the Prime 
MiniBter of Canada intended to take a trip to Europe, 
partly in older to be sworn in as a member of the Imperial 
Privy Council ; partly, as his friends knew, in order to 
place one of his daughters in an educational institution at 
Paris ; partly for a rest after the arduous labours of a 
flomewhat prolonged Session. The brief visit to the lakes 
of Muskoka in the course of the aummer had been 
plessant and beneficial, but it was understood that a still 
more complete rest and change of air was desirable. 

No one, however, supposed that Sir John was in the 
sliffhtest danger, or that his ill-health was anything more 
than the natural and temporary result of too much work, 
and too little exercise and recreation. Hia most intimate 
friends did not have the faintest conception that the end 
of that active and distinguished career was at hand. 
While the broad Dominion was looking forward with 
pleasure to the honour alwut to be given by Her Majesty 

'the Queen to its leading and most representative statea- 

HBoan ; while his personal friends were awaiting his return, 
crowned with Royal approval and vigourous in the enjoy.^ 
ment of renewed health and strength; the ange! of deatlu 
was in reality hovering abQ.ve his head, and the slmdow o6l 

eternity was sweeping slowly athwart the dinl of a JifeJ 

which could III be spared. 

That Sir John Thcn^pFon was to a hniited extcnil 
iWai'e of his own dangerous condition is now known, 
26 
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though in spite of premonitions, he could hardly have 
expected such a sudden and startling terminatiou. Before 
going to Muskoka lie had found himself sufi'ering some- 
what from ailmenta which seemed natural to his physical 
condition— the stoutness which had Leen growing upon 
him 80 steadily during recent years^but he supposed that 
rest and change o£ air and scene would modify, if they did 
not entirely remove, the trouble. And with the reticence 
which was such a marked feature in his character, he did 
not talk of the matter, even to his friends. 

Finally, however, he aceidently mentioned it, and was 
at once urged to consult a physician. Later on this waa 
done, first in Toronto, then in Montreal, and ultimately by 
a consultation in Ottawa. As a result of this, he received 
the strong advice of three leading physicians — Dr. Roddick, 
Sir James Grant, and Dr. Wright — to the effect that work 
should be given up entirely, and the winter spent in some 
warm country. The symptoms of kidney and heart disease 
were declared to be marked, but serious danger might be 
averted by taking the course outlined. Otherwise his life 
was liable to he the forfeit. 

But hei-e was displayed the personal patriotism of the 
man, and the devotion to duty which had always been 
such a prominent trait in his character. He told the 
doctors plainly, and no doubt with accuracy, that the 
course they urged would cause him so much anxiety and 
distress on account of the political complications it would 
create, and the disturbance it might make in public atlairs, 
that the effect wouJd probably he worse than if he remained 
at his work. The medical men finally a^eed with this 
view, and consented to a compromise by which he promised 
the cutting down of his daily work, and undertook the 
trip to Europe which was ahtirtly afterwards annouDce^ 

It is clear tl.at be did not fOalize any Apiici'l "■ 
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L had every hope of recoveiy. Otherwise he would never 

a left home without Lady Thompson's company or that 

of the invalid child whom he had always regarded with 

I such a wealth of affection. Still, it is evident that an 

r occasional premonition of the end did come, aa it has so 

I often come to others. Writtncf to the Countess -of Aber- 

L deen* two or three days before he left Ottawa on that 

laat eventful journey of his life — Octiber 27th — he made 

1 most pathetic reference, and one which even then could 

not have been understood in its immediate application, to 

I eay nothing of its full prophetic meaning. After thanking 

■ Her Excellency for some papers which had been sent to him, 

and speaking generally for a few sentences, he continued 

OS follows : 

" It is as I said a year ago, you have all the hearts in 
the country with you, but I cannot help reflecting when I 
recall what was done by Your Excellencies in Ireland, in 
the Maritime Provinces and in the West, that there is an 
end to the burdens which the greatest energy and the 
strongest constitution can bear. I did not think this a few 
months ago, but I found it out before laat Session was over 
and I see it now. Sometimes the warning to etop and rest 
comes very suddenly and sternly." 

On Nov. 7th, Sir John Thompson reached London, and 
^ was examined by Sir Russell Reynolds, who corroborated 
I the views already expressed by the Canadian physicians, 
[ and pronounced a hopelul opinion as to recovery if tlie 
I advice given was actud upon. He then left for the conti- 
I nent with a party eomposod of himaetf, his younger 
I daughter. Senator Sanford and Miss Muriel Sanford. 
I They went from London to Paris, and after spending a few 
I days at Nice and Monte Carlo, proceeded to Genoa, and 



'Ihlbliahed b^ the kiod perm 



11 of Her EKcellenoj to tlia aK-yosst.. 



436 



LIFE AND WORK OF 



thence to Rome, From there they journeyoil to Milan, and 
afterwards visited Florence and Veaice. During this trip 
it is nnderstood that Sir John did soma not altogether 
beneficial sight-seeinf;. upon one occasion climbing up the 
steep stairs of the lofty tower of St. Peter's at Rome. After 
three weeks spent in this way, he returned to London, reach- 
ing the metropolis on Nov. 20th. Here, again, he had done 
a rather unwise thing in hurrying from the Continent to 
keep an appointment with Lord Ripon at the Colonial 
Office, travelling all night and in some discomfort, in order 
to reach his destination on time. Upo^i several occasions 
during this brief tour he had suffered fi-om shortness of 
breath and shown symptoms which appear, however, to 
have been hardly noticed at the time. 

From the day he reached Londun until the night he 
left for Windsor Castle, Sir John seems to have become 
hopelessly involved in work. The Copyright question was 
in itself a most complex and difficult matter, and frequent 
interviews with the Colonial Secretary and others seem to 
have brought it almost to the verge of settlement. A little 
longer, and his clear head and great knowledge of the sub- 
ject would have achieved the result so long desired and 
aimed at by the Dominion Government. Perhaps the 
appreciation of this fact drew him on imperceptibly into 
labours which he would have otherwiae avoided. Finally, 
it was announced that on the 11th of December he would 
be present at the meeting of the Royal Colonial Institute, 
an 1 would leave for Windsor Castle in the morning of the 
nest day, where he was to he sworn a Privy Councillor by 
Her Majesty, and remain f'..-.!; 
understood also that ) 
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l^of Sir ('harlea Tupper, who wa? to preside afc the meeting, 
F he went to the Royal Colonial Institute in order to hear 
[ an address, which was to be delivered upon tlie Inter- 
l Colonial Conference by Sir Henry Wrixon, one o£ the 
I recent deJegatea So interested was Sir John in the 
K subject that ho seems to have been unable to stay away, 
|. although he had during preceding weeks refused the many 
P social en;iiiirenients which were pressed upon him. Of 
l.-course, the audience would not dispense with a speech from 
I the Canadian Premier, even though, with characteristic 
Imoileaty, he had at 6rst taken a seat in the background. 
lilt! made tlie effort, but it was plain to all that he was 
P decidedly unwell, 

I That last speech has a pathetic, as well as a practical, 

I value. It showed Sir John Thompson's great interest in 
I the subject, and breathed his strong Imperial aspirations. 
1 At the same time it pointed out the steps which it was 
I necessary to take before sentiment could be chryatalized 
into action, and it revealed the policy which he would 
himself have pursued had Providence permitted. He began 
I with a general reference to his healtJi and to the subject 
I under discassion : 

I "I wish the strength at my disposal this evening 

I would enable me to express all I feel in sympathy with 
I the Colonial Institute, and my appreciation of the paper 
Iwe have just heard. The Ottawa Conference had for its 
Pprimary and significant feature the appreciation of the 
whole people of the Dominion. It wba inipussible to have 
exceeded the enthusiasm felt with the objects of that Con- 
ference even in the most remote parts of the country. A 
I good deal hail Ijeen said about meetings of that kind being 
Leharacterized by a display of sentiment and sentimentality. 
K'Por my part, I look upon it as one of the great achieve- 
rnent!! of the Conference, one of the great justifications for 



I 
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the Conference, that the sentiment of the people of Cniiada 
responded iaatinctively at the first mention of the prepara- 
tions fo^ the assembly." 

He then mentioned the tenders which had been 
received for the Pacific cable, and which indicated a cost 
of one million pounds loss than had been anticipated, and 
went on to speak of the fast Atlantic service — in which he 
took so ^reat a personal interest, and to which the Cana- 
dian Government had offered 3750,000 — as having suc- 
cess practically ensured. 

Sir John concluded an earnest and greatly cheered 
speech, which he had evidently made longer than he 
intended at first, with the statement that " the possibilities 
with regard to trade with all these colonies, at the Cape 
of Good Hope and in Australia and New Zealand are very 
great, I have not the opportunity or strength to deal 
fully with them this eveninff, but in common with Lord 
Brassey, I venture to hope that the influence of this meet- 
ing and the influence of all who sympathize with our 
projects, will be liberally extended to us, and that the 
feeling may be increased here as it exists in the most 
distant portions of the Empire, that the day may come not 
only when the colonies will he united more closely 
together, but when they will have a more pnictically 
useful connection with the heart of the Empire itself." 

It was indeed saiUy appropriate that the la-st p-.iblic 
utterance of Sir John Thompson should have been wor-ls 
of loyalty and the voicing of aspimtion'5 for closer Imperial 
unity. 

After the tneetin^r he aeem« to have rt'L-ovyred himself 
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tho Privy Coimcil, It waa a romantic and significant scene 
apart altogether from the tragic result. Here, in the 
ancient home of the Sovereigns of England, where for cen- 
turies loyalty and valour had been rewarded by the be- 
stowal o£ similar honoiu-s; where the great men of the 
land had knelt in homage to a long line of other moiiarchs ; 
wliere Privy Councillora had been made before America 
was discovered, or the British Empire dreamed of ; the 
greatest ruler of them all was calling to her Imperial 
Coimeil a leadtir from the distant Dominion which had de- 
veloped since her own accession to the Throne. 

But the act of homage was hardly over ; the well- won 
hououi- had only just been received ; the ink was scarcely 
diy in the new signature to that roll of illuatrioua names 
which makes the history of England so proud a record ; 
when the hand of death intervened, and closed a career of 
loyal and duvoted service. The Court Circular of that 
night states, with the ustial formal bi-evity, that 

"The Qiiccd held a Council nt half-piLst one o'clock to-daj'. at whioh 

were present the Marquess of Breadalbaae, K G., Lord Steward ; tbe M&r- 

quesB of Ripon, K.G., Saoretar; of State for tha Uoloaieai the Right Hon. 

Henry Fowler.'M. P. , Secretary of Stata for India; and the Right Hon. 

, Arnold Morley, M.P., Poatcniitor-Gonoral. The Marquesa of Ripon acted 

for the Eirl of Rosebory as President of the Counoil. The Hon. Sir John 

I Thompson, K.C.M.G., Q.C., Premier and MinifltBr of Justice in Canada, 

[ was introduued and sworn in a, member of the Privy Counuil. Sir Charles 

[ Lonnojt Peel was in attondanoe as Cleik of the Council. Lord Hawkes- 

I bury and Sir Fleetwood Kdwarda were in attendance oa Lord and Groom- 

I' in- Waiting." 

I Then followed the equally brief statement that to Her 
K^ajesty's great regret. Sir Jolm Thompson had died sud- 
I denly of syncope a few minutes after leaving the Council 
Irooin. It waa added that Sir John had felt unwell on his 
■anival at the Castle, and had mentioned having been under 
Btitidical truutment. Those who witnessed the sod event 
■bfid^ to itH Hnflden and Btartling nature. 
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Lord Broaiitilbane at the time gave a fill! iiccount of 
tKc memorable occurrence. '" Alter Sir John hud heea 
Bworn, we retired to the luncheon room. While we were 
sitting there he suddenly fainted. One of the servanta 
and I each took his arm, got him into the next room, und 
placed him beside the window. I got some water and .sent 
a servant for some brandy. In a short time he recovered 
somewhat, and seemed much distressed at having made 
what he regarded as a scene, remarking, " It seems so weak 
and foolish to faint like thi.s," I replied, "One does not 
faint on purpose ; pray Jo not distress yourself about the 
matter." He begged me to return to luncheon. Of course 
I would not hear of this. I remained with him till he 
seemed completely recovered. He rose to accompany me 
back to the luncheon room. I offered him my arm, but he 
walked unaided. He cheerfully remarked, " I am all right, 
thank you." Meaatime Dr. Reid, the Queen's physician, 
whom I had sent for, arrived. Within two er three minutes 
after Sir John's return to the luncheon room, and I believe 
before he tasted the cutlet or whatever was placed before 
him, I saw him suddenly lurch over, and fall almost into 
Dr. Reid's arms." The room was partially cleared and 
everything possible was done, but without avail. The end 
had come. 

At a moment when Canadians were reading with plea- 
sure the strong utterance of their Premier the night before ; 
when hia family and friends were looking forward to his 
announced return ; when Miss Helena Thompson had just 
arrived in Paris again after her visit to London ; there 
came the tidings of that dramatic death almost at the feet 
of his Sovereign and within the liistoric walls of Windsor. 
To quote from the elegy written by Mr. Lewis Morria : 

" Dead, at the crnst, the orown 
And bliHsom of hU fortunes thia atroDg boq 

Of our great realm sank down 
Beneath the load oi houimi-a acB.vi;ib\^ •»<»." 
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In what followed can be traced the sympathy 
which lias made the Queen so gi'eat a woman, and the tact 
which has made her so able and remarkable a monarch. 
Windsor's Imperial towers never, indeed, witnessed an event 
which so typified the development of British power, and at 
the same time so evidenced the real union of hearts existing 
among.st a world-wide and scattered people. The body of 
the deceased statesman was, late in the evening, placed in 
a coffin and removed to a room in the Clarence Tower, 
Meantime Sir Charles Tupper reached the Castle by com- 
mand of the Queen ; and upon Her Majesty learning, in 
the course of an audience granted him, that Sir John 
Thompson had been a Koman Catholic, a requiem mass was 
ordered to be celebiuted, and was attended by the members 
of the Royal household and by various Colonial officials who 
had come down from London. The body was then taken 
to the Maj-ble Hall, where it lay in state. 

Early next morning the Queen gave instructions that 
the removal of the remains to the station should be accom- 
panied with every possible ceremony and respect. Her 
Majesty with her own hands placed a wreath of laurels and 
lilies upon the coffin, bearing the words: "A mark of 
sincere respect from Victoria R. I." As the coffin was 
borne out of the Castle, placed in the plumed hearse, and 
taken to the special train which waited at the station 
draped in memorial black, the Queen stood at the window 
above St. George's gateway and watched the sorrowful 
function. At the last moment Her Majesty had placed 
another large wreath of laurel upon the coffin — one which 
was to lie on it throughout the voyage to Canada. Mean- 
while, Sir Charles Tupper had been instructed to send a 
message of sympathy to the Dominion, which he did ax 
the following cable to the Governor General ; 
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"The Queen has perwmftUy ocnnmanile^ me to e^preaa to Tout Excel- 
leno; har daap sympathy with the people of Can!iil>t in the Eail blow which 
the oountry has Bustained by the sudilen and untiuiely JuOith of tlia 
Premier." 

As soon as Misa Thompson could be re-called from 

Paria, she reached Windsor by the Queen's request, together 

with Senator and Mrs. Sanford, in whose charge she now 

was. She was received in the CoHncil ChaTnber, where 

her father htid bo recently been sworn into the Privy Coiui- 

cil, and was treated by Her Majesty in a manner not only 

sympathetic but affectionate. Drawing the orphaned girl 

to her, .the Queen kissed her on either chuek and pi-olTered 

the most deep and sincere condolence. On December 1-tth, 

the body of the late Premier was placed in state in the 

Chapel of Our Lady, in Spanish Place. The coffin, of 

which the outer shell was mahogany, bore the Queen's 

wreath and a heavy shield with the inscription ; 

Thb Reobt Hon. Sir Joun S. D. Thomp.ios, 

P.C, K-C-MG., M.P.,Q.C. 

Premier and Minister of Justice of Canada. 

Died at Windsor CaBtla. Deoamber 12th, 1804. 

Agad 50 yeara, 

R. 1. P. 

It was pla<sed on a catafalque, which stood upon a carpet 
of purple and ^Id velvet, and was draped ^vith a pall of 
rich black velvet surmounted by a large golden cross. Many 
prominent people were present at the memorial service, 
including the Marquess of Eipon, the Earl of Jei-sey, Lord 
Tennyson, Lord Mount -Stephen, Sir Charles Tupper and 
Mr. Cecil Rhodes. Miss Thompson was also present. The 
mass was celebi-ated, at the command of the Queen, by the 
Eev. Father Longinoto of the Town of Windsor. Here the 
remains lay in state for some days. Meantime it waa fl.n- 
nounced that the Imperial Oovernmont had offered* the 
almost unprecedented honour of having the body conveyed 
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to Halifax — bask to the Doinitiloa which Sir John had 
nerved and ruled — in a British man-of-war. Lady Thomp- 
Boa accepted the proposal as presented through the Governor 
General, and on December 22nd commenced the Itisli of the 
tributes of respect which the Queen and the Mother Land 
h&d showered upon the remains of Canada's lamented 
Premier. 

The journey from London to Portsmouth was made a 
State funeral by Her Majesty's command. Arrangements 
were made that there should be no stoppage of the 
special train, in the centre of which was a splendid funeral 
car built of mahogany and teak, and containing a large 
compartment which was ia reality a mortuary chapel. 
The ceiling was draped with Canadian flags; the wails 
were hung with black cloth dotted with silver stars, and 
caught up by silver cords. In the centre stood a magnifi- 
cent catafalque, draped in black with silver borders ; a 
large silver cross at the head, and a gold crucifix three feet 
high in front. The engine attached to the train was also 
draped, while immediately behind it was a ear, full of the 
wreaths sent by prominent persons. The railway station 
platform was in black, and the officials on duty were all 
dressed in mourning garments. lu addition to this the 
guards and other railroad men detailed to accompany tlie 
body to Portsmouth, wore a special mourning uniform such 
as would have been the case had the remains been those of 
royalty. 

All along the route taken by the train, crowds of 
people waited in respectful silence and watched it pass by. 
< As soon as it was sighted outside of Portsmouth, the many 
ships in the harbour half-masted their ensigns, the ficst of 
the twenty minute-guns boomed a salute, and the flugs 
ashore were dipped. It was received by long lines of 
naval and military ofticera representing all branches nf the 
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two services, and drawn up ia front of larffe detachments 
of marines and blue-jackets detailed as guards a£ honour. 

The coffin was at once removed froin the train, and 
carried to the ship by blue-jackets. On either side were 
the pall-bearers; in front walked the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Portsmouth in full p:!rplc robes : together with 
a number of clergymen and pri&sta. Behind the co£d 
came Lord Pelhara Clinton and Major-Oeneral Sir John 
McNeill representing the Queen ; then followed the mourn- 
ere; the naval and military officers in full uniform; the 
Mayor and Corporation of Portsmouth in their robes of 
office; and a mass of people. Senator Sanford had ac- 
companied the remains from London by request of Sir 
Charles Tupper, who was prevented through iUness from 
giving the personal attention which was necessary. He also 
crossed in the Blenheim,. As the procession commenced 
to move, the general silence was broken by a crashing 
discharge of guns from tJie Victory, Nelson's famed 
war-ship. The massed bands played the dead march, 
and all the sailors and marines reversed their arms. When 
the coffin was cari'ied upon the Blenheim there was another 
crash of artillery and more funeral music, while the officers 
on board saluted. 

A moat impressive appearance was presented by the 
great war-ship. Her sides were painted black ; her wide 
gangway was draped with black cloth ; aa was also the 
way to the mortuary chamber. Everything, even to the 
minutest detail, had been arranged in the most perfect an! 
mournful harmony. A short and solemn service was held 
in the captain's room, which had been fitted up for the 
reception of the coffin. Here upon a handsome catafalque, 
draped with crape-bound flags and black cloth ; surrounded 
by sentries and covered with Her Majesty's wreath, the 
remains of the Canadian statesman lay during the voya^re 
60 Halifax. 
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In tliia remark rtLle manner did Sir John Thompson, or 
all that was left of the atatesnian, the jurist, and the true 
Canadian, return to the land he had loved so well. But 
it can be truly aaid that in dying he had yet lived into his 
country's life. No event in history has done bo much to 
enhance the bond of sympathy between Canada and the 
Mother Land aa did the death of the Canadian Premier, 
and the spontaneous, universal and remarkable sympathy 
which it evoked, on the other side of the ocean which he had 
tried to aid in making a great British lake. The sentiment 
shown by the Queen, and the honours showered upon the 
head of the Dominion through its representative, could in- 
deed be appreciated by the loyal people of Canada. And so 
also with the influence for good which Her Majesty's 
treatment of the religious side of Sir John Thompaou's life 
and career would naturally have upon those who had once 
been prejudiced against the statesman for something which 
his Queen — and theirs — now marked out for special 
compliment. 

Thus the Blenheim, started with its burden of sorrow 
for the shores of the country which had atiil to confer the 
last of national honours upon its departed statesman. Jn 
the eloquent words of Mr. Nicholas Flood Davin, Sir John 
Thompson, " after being rocked as a child in a fifty cent 
cradle in a Haligonian cottage, had died in Windsor Castle 
as the guest of the Queen. One of the mightiest ships in 
the British Navy had become his bier, and the cannon of 
the greatest Empire in the world bdomed hia requiem." 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 



A Splendid and Histokic Burial. 



The great British war- ship steadily and surely 
"■ ploughed her way aci*oss the stormy Atlantic — timed to 
iii-rive at Halifax on the morning of the first day of the 
New Year. The deceased statesman was being borne from 
the shores of England with honours greater than those 
which have been accorded to many of the monarcha of the 
past and the heroes of history. Few indeed of the sons of 
men are privileged to have a war-ship for a hearse ; a gi'eat 
sovereign as a mourner ; a mighty empire as the onlooker 
at his funeral procession ; two great countries and a rolling 
ocean as the scene of his burial. 

As the British iron-clad steamed into Halifax harbour 
at the hour and minute appointed, the cannon boomed out 
the solemn news to the dense crowds who filled tlie streets 
and lined the wharves of the Cronstadt of A merica ; and 
the flags of the forts and public buildings dipped in sym- 
pathy with those which were half-masted upon the Blen- 
heim. Amid the firing of minute-guns and the strains of 
the dead march played by the ship's band, the coffin, still 
covered by the flag of Canada, was borne upon the shoul- 
ders of stalwart blue -jackets, placed upon the transport 
Lily, and received on board by the two sons of the late 
Premier and a number of his former colleagues and friends. 
As the sad music floated in over the waves, like the sohbing 
of the sea, the transport steamed into shore, where upon the 
landing stood a guard of honour, and the Governor General 
and Lady Aberdeen. Here the coffin was transfuiTud to a 
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gun-ciirriage drawn by four powerful black horses, and 
conveyed to the Provincial Building — where the remains 
were to lie in atate^ followed by a long procession through 
streets lined with the men of the 63i'd Halifax Rifles, and, 
piickod with people who seemed to care nothing for the 
pouring rain. The day added gloom to the feelings of 
the spectators, while the mournful music harmonized with 
the surroundings of sorrow. 

When the destination had been reached, the casket 
was lifted by twelve stalwart soldiers of the Imperial 
army, carried through another guard of honour, and placed 
upon the catafalque in the centre of the Legislative Coun- 
cil room, where it lay in state during the succeeding day. 
Here, for a few brief minutes, Lord and Lady Aberdeen 
knelt in silent prayer beside the remains of their departed 
friend and His Excellency's loyal adviser. The lofty and 
beautiful chamber was almost entirely draped in black and 
purple silk and cashmere, with silver trimmings ; upon 
the walls hung historic portraits of Britain's monarchs 
and of Nova Scotia's honoured sons, looking down 
upon the remains of the Canadian Premier, who in death 
had so linked his native Province with the memories of his 
Sovereign's sympathy. The walls were draped in black 
cashmere; the windows were surmounted with an over- 
drape of purple, trimmed with silver fringe ; the pictures 
were framed in crape and silver fixings ; the ceiling was 
covered so a« to form a canopy of black cashmere, aur- 
mouuted over the catafakjue by the Royal coat of arms, 
fitted into a smaller canopy of purple and black silk. 

Upon the coffin lay the handsome pall worked by 
Lady Aberdeen with her own hands. It was a beautiful 
piece of work, made of rich Irish white poplin, lined 
with Batin, with a large goldtliread ci-oss running its 
whole length It was bordered by a plain gold fringe 
29 
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and cord. Behind the catafalque was a raised daia on 
which rested the almost innnmerable wreaths from all 
parts of Britain and Canada. Juat below the Queen'a 
memorial were the maple leaves and shamrocks from 
Lord and Lady Aberdeen, while near by were flowers 
in every conceivable form of beauty and abundance from 
Sir John Thompson's late colleagues ; from the Governors 
of the various Provinces ; from Conservative organizations 
throughout Cauada ; from the Marquess of Ripon ; from 
the Royal Military College at Kingston; from the British 
Colonial OiEce. During the 2nd of January, thousands 
and thousands of people passed through the Chamber 
where lay the remains of the honored Canadian statesman. 
Around the catafalque stood a guard of honour composed 
of members of Parliament, who replaced each other in turn 
during the day and the succeeding night. Inside, the 
throng passed slowly, steadily and respectfully through 
the Chamber. Outside of the heavily draped building, 
other thousands patiently and solemnly waited their turn 
All the arrangements of this memorable state funeral 
re splendidly carried out. At six o'clock on the follow- 
ing morning the coffin was quietly removed to St. Mary's 
Cathedral where it was placed upon the lofty catafalque 
prepared for the purpose. At an early hour the noble 
cathedral was filled with such a gathering of repi'esentative 
men and women as had never been seen in Canada — not 
even at the famed burial of Sir .Tohn Macdonald. The in- 
terior of the sacred building was in itself unique. It was 
magnificently draped in all the possible emblems of a na- 
tion's mourning. The walls were hung in black to within 
four feet of the floor, where the base was of purple cash- 
mere. Over the windows were silver crosses. Between 
them were handsome banners, while above and surroundi 
the altar was the simple text : 

" I am the ReBUTrecUon and. tVie IjSa." 
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The massive Corinthian pillars of the church were draped 
in black cashmere, trimmed in white and purple, gold and 
silver. The ceiling formed an immense and sombre canopy, 
while the Bishop's throne was in purple and go!d ; the 
altar cloths were o£ black with purple velvet trimmings ; 
the floor and the aisles were covered with purple cashmere ; 
and the pews were draped in purple and crape. Behind 
the Episcopal throne, screened from public view, sat Lady 
Thompson ; inside the altar rail and in the front pews were 
the Governor-General and Lady Aberdeen, the Lieut. -Gov- 
ernors of Ontario. Quebec, New-Brunswick, Prince Edward 
Island and British Columbia; Lieut.-Oeneral Montgomery 
Moore ; Sir John's late colleagues in the Government ; and 
representatives from very many of the leading legislative, 
judicial, political, religious, legal, scientific, military and 
national bodies of the Dominion of Canada. 

Bishop Cameron of Antigoniah, the warm and faithful 
friend of the deceased Premier, celebrated the requiem 
mass. The impressive ceremony was performed amid 
surroundings of regal magnificence and solemnity. With 
His Lordship were Archbishop O'Brien of Halifax ; Arch- 
bishop B^gin of Quebec ; Archbishop Duhamel of Ottawa ; 
Bishop Howley of St John's, Newfoundland; the Bishops 
of St. John, N.E., Alexandria, Rimouski, ajid Charlottetown, 
together with a great number of minor ecclesia-stical digni- 
taries. The " Dies Irae " was exquisitely rendered by the 
choir, and had been specially translated by the Archbishop 
of Halifax ior the benefit of the mixed congregation. It 
is impossible to do justice to the sympathetic, graceful ami 
effective funeral oration delivered by Archbishop O'Brien. 
The career of Sir John Thompson was presented and 
embodied by the earnest words of one who had known him 
well and appreciated him thoroughly. His Grace dealt 
with "the integrity of life and the conscientious &i'.^\si'e^\. 
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of onerous duties," which had made that cnreer so impor- 
tant, and so fitted to " adorn the annals of a nation and be 
an example and instruction to future generations," The 
late Premier had not succeeded by external influences ; by 
pandering to passion or prejudice ; by cunning arta or 
corrupt devices. It was rather by " a faithful observance 
of the law of labour imposed by the Creator on the human 
race, together with intellectual gifts of a high order. 
strengthened and made perfect by a deep religious spirit." 
The Archbishop referred at some length to the Chris- 
tain life and character of Sir John. His religion had been 
of a kind to develop and expand his intellectual attain- 
ments ; give consistency to his actions ; strength and 
vigour to his reasoning ; " The way he sought the Lord in 
goodness and simplicity of lua't is known to his friends. 
He recognised it to be the first duty of a Christian to 
follow the dictates of conscience and to make his life an 
outward expression of his Inward convictions." At the 
conclusion of the moss and His Grace's memorial address, 
there occurred a most significant incident. By suggestion 
of Lord and Lady Aberdeen, in the midst of the highest 
Roman Catholic ceremonial, and in honour of a most devout 
son of the Church, a great congregation of mixed creeds 
united within the walls of a Roman Catholic Cathedral in 
singing that exquisite Protestant hymn commencing : 

" Now the labourer's task is o'er ; 
Now the batUe day is past ; 
Now upon the farther shore 
Lands the voyager at lost. 
Father, in Tby gnLciuus keeping 
Leave we now Thy Bervant sleeping," 

TTien, as the vast audience stood in reverential silence, 
the solemn music of the Dead March pealed from the organ 
and the coffin was carried to the funeral car. Troops lined 
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the streets from the Cathedral to the cemetery as the 
immense procession slowly formed and marched behind to 
the strains of mournful music and amid bmldinga draped 
in sombre hue. Thousands of people wore' mourning 
badges, and many in the procession were clothed in 
garments of black. Three hundred blue-jackets and 
mariners; two. hundred of the late Premier's constituents 
from Antigonish; Lord Aberdeen and his staff; the Gover- 
nors of Provinces ; officiating clergymen in their robes of 
office ; senators, members of Parliament, judges, ecclesias- 
tics and ministers of .every creed; marched in that great 
procjession, 

The occasion served to illastrate that religious modera- 
tion and toleration which the dead statesman had so often 
and earnestly urged. Their was no precedence in the 
proce-ssion save by length of service, and mingled together 
in one common tribute to departed merit were men of such 
diverse religious views as the Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Quebec and the Rev. Dr. Carman, Superintendent of the 
Methodist Church in Canada ; the Episcopal Bishop of 
Nova-Scotia and the Rev. Dr. Saunders, Moderator of the 
Presbyterian General Assc ibly. Men of all political 
shades were there. The Dominion Conservative leaders 
and the Provincial Liberal leaders ; the officers of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway and those of the Grand Trunk, 
joined in honouring the late Premier. 

It is utterly impossible to describe the procession. 
Halifax was so full of people that not a tithe of them 
could take part, and they had to remain packed along the 
sides of tiie streets in serried masses. Fortunately the day 
was fine and clear. The funeral car was a splendid struc- 
ture of the kind, beautifully covered with black silk, and 
draped with black velvet, trimmed with silver fringe. The^ 
coffin was placed upon a catafalque, surmounted by a canopn 
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wliieli rested upon four Corinthian columns festoonei.I with 
dowers. It was adorned with liHiid»ome plumes und iv 
silver crosij and crown. The car was drawn by six horses, 
with coverings of black and silver, each guided by a mau 
in uniform. The pall-hearera, who walked upon either 
aide of the car, were the Hon. George E. Foster, Sir Charles 
H. Tupper, Sir Frank Smith, Hon. John Costigan, Hon. 
John Hoggart, Hon, J, A. Ouimet, Hon. J. C. Patterson, 
and Hon. W. B. Ives. The route to the Holy Cross 
Cemetery, which stood in the centre of the city, had been 
arranged, so as to pass certain points of historic interest, 
and after an hour's inarch tiirough lines of soldiers and 
throngs of people, and accompanied by strains of music 
and funeral airs from all the great composers, the cemetery 
was finally reached. 

At the draped entrance stood a guard of honour. 
Within was a quaint, old-fashioned church surrounded by 
a not very large burial ground, crowded with the graves of 
those who had found a last resting place in the plot given 
fifty years before by the Imperial authorities to the Roman 
Catholics of Halifax. Hawthorue.s, and maples, and elms 
had grown up thickly in this sequestered spot in the heart 
of an important city. Another site for a cemetery had 
been obtained and was now largely used, but here it had 
been decided to lay the remains of Sir John Thompson, 
and here, after a few final prayers by Archbishop O'Biien, 
all that remained of the distinguished Canadian was 
hidden from sight in the soil of his native province; in 
the heart of his native city. 

Sir John Thompson was now at rest. Tlie active 
brain, the patriotic mind, the sturdy character, which had 
carved out so high a career, had goue from the country ha 
served bo well. But his character and achievements 
remained, written on the scroll of Canadian history. As 



SIR JilIIN TliOMPSOS. ia/M 

the Rqv. Dr. Barclay, of St, Paul's Pi-aabyteriiiD Cliiirch J 

Montreal, so eloquently pliraaetl it ; " The tragic enJing olM 

his earthly career shed a mingled gloom and glory on bin 

• life, on his family, and on his nation." But if it deprived ■ 

I US of a great leader, it endowed ub at the same time with 

t a notle memory. 

In Canada and Great Britian the Press had done full 
justice to the life and work of the late Premier. Partisan- 
ship in the one case had been forgotten, distance in the 
[ other had been over- looked. The London Daily N'ewa had 
I rejoiced in his labours for Imperial Unity, as shown in the 
Ottawa Conference, and declaj^d that " his death will 
still Rei-ve the great purpose to which he devoted hia lifa" 
The Standard said that " partly on account of hia ahilit;^ 
and tact the recent history of Canada has been one of^ 
uneventful prosperity." The Times declared that under 
t l\i3 guidance "the position of Canada had been confirmed and 
I strengthened." The Post joined with Canada in mourning 
" the loss of so able a man." The Telegraph was uncertain 
whether the losa was gi-eater to Canada or to England. The 
Chronicle thought him "a rnan of sterling qualities, of 
I whom the whole Engl i si i- speaking race had good reason to 
I be proud." The Pall Mall Gazette believed him to have 
been " the bent type of a lawyer- statesman, cool headed, 
profoundly informed, earnest and sincere, and with the 
courage of his convictions." 
I In Canada the newspapers teemed with sorrowful 

coinmenta. Black borders, and every posnihle expression 
of wncere regret followed bi.s sudden death, and filled theii 
columns during that prolonged and Imperial funeral. The 
remarka of the Liberal press were especially kind and gen- 
, erous — such indeed as would have given unspeakable 
pleasure to the statesman, when alive. The Toronto Globe 
referred to him as having given up "his plans and blv. 
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preferences, and laid hiu reinarkable talents at the service 
of Ilia country. For the dignity of the Bench and the 
quiet of Ills study he exchanged the turmoil, the cares, the 
miarepresentatious and the ingratitude of public life, and 
finally he gave his life." 

The roron^o .Mai/, which had in other days ao strongly 
opposed him, declared that " He will pasa into history aa a 
great Premier," and added that " no suspicion ever att^ached 
to Sir John aa a politician. Sir Richard Cartwright once 
said of him that hia hands were clean, and clean they cer- 
tainly were. . , , The conduct of the late Premier with 
reference to offendera was unquestionably unprecedented. 
No other leader, Liberal or Conservative, has, in this coun- 
try at least, been ready to act as Sir John Thompson did." 
The Woodstock Sentinel -Bevieiv, whose record is one of 
virile Liberalism, said that "as a statesman Sir John 
Thompson's name is likely to hold a high place among 
the men of Canada." 

The Hamilton Herald declared that hia career was an 
object lesson for young Canadians: "His character all 
through was above reproach. He was a thinker and a 
student, and spared himaelf no trouble and no research 
to master every detail of facta that he was called upon 
to deal with, and to acquaint himself fully with every 
phase of questions requiring hia consideration. These 
issues with him were never questions of politics but 
questions of right and wrong. Men may not alwaya have 
agreed with him, but no one who know the man and his 
absolute honesty of conviction and sincerity of purpose, 
could fail to yield him the unquestioning respect which 
was his due." 

And BO with a long list from the old world and 
the new ; from the Imperial country in which he died ; 
from the home country in which he lies buried. 
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CHAPTER XXVni. 



Characteristics ajjd Home Ijfe, 



Sir John lliompBOii had inherited much of his ability, 
much of his patriotism, and much of bis retiritifi; nature 
from his father. The latter was not only " a writex ot 
' taste and genius" to quote his celebrated friend and col- 
league in the management o£ " The Nova-Scotian," Iwit 
was a patriot of the good old Liberal typo repriwentwl 
in Ontario by George Brown ; in Quebec by Lnther 
Hamilton Holton ; in Nova-Scotia itself by Josejih Howd. 
When Howe left him in full control of what had been such 
a powerful Liberal organ, John S. Thompson addressed his 
readers in words whit-h were embodied in the lifii and 
policy of his son during many subsequent years: 

" From early years I have been, I may say, instinc- 
tively attached to those principles of civil and religious 
liberty by which the mass of my fellow subjects would be 
left untrammelled, except by wise laws, in the pursuit of 
worldly honour and power, and in the service of their Great 
Creator, These feelings have grown with time ; wbat un- 
sophisticated youth adopted, riper years approved ; and I 
feel wedded for life, through evil report and through good 
report, to that dispensation of freedom which is conpisteut 
with the British constitution, and which may be in most 
beneficial harmony with pioper subordination of rank and 
the supremacy of the laws," 

But unlike bis son, Mr. Thompson never entered the 
stormy armia of politics, never sacrificed his preference for 
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retirement, and remained to the last cultivating and instil- 
ling literary tastes in the quiet of his own fireside. The 
same desire for home life and quiet pleaaureB permeated 
the character of Sir John. Without a knowledge of 
that fact it is impossible to appreciate fully the sacrifice 
he made for his countiy in entering public life. The Hon. 
David Mills, a strong political opponent, but a man pos- 
sessed of qualities which naturally inspired respect and 
esteem, in a speech delivered some weeks after the Premier's 
death, quoted words which fully express this feeling, and 
which were spoken to him upon one occasion by Sir John 
Thompson : 

"Do you like this life ? I confess it has no charms 
for me ; and I cannot help feeling that any man of ability 
is a fool to come here. In private life you can be pecuni- 
arily better off^; you have peace of mind, domestic enjoy- 
ment and reputation about such as you merit ; but here, 
what have yon got ■ A blackened reputation, which bad 
A8 it may be, some think is better than you deserve. My 
advice to every man of ability and sense would be to keep 
out of parliament." 

If, however, love of retirement could be considered a 
leading characteristic of the late statesman, love of country 
was a still more marked one. For this he was willing to 
give up the ease and luxury, the dignity and emoluments, 
the comfort and domesticity, which came from a high posi- 
tion on the Bench. For this he toiled at Ottawa ; for this 
he laboured at Washington ; for this he devoted many a 
weary hour to the Criminal Code or the Copyright Law; 
for this he went through the prolonged sittings of the 
Commission at Paris, and listened to the monotonous argu- 
ments of op|)osing counsel ; for this he made political 
speeches which he detested and endured partisan abuse 
and sectarian attacks; for this he declined to take the Chief 
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Justiceship of Canada ; for this he ultimatoly sncrificed his 
life, through overwork. In the words of His Lordship the 
Bishop of Algoma, at San Remo, on Jannary 3rd : " The 
sense of responsibility for his gifts seems to have been a 
distinguishing characteristic of Sir John Thompson. The 
talents with which he had been so richly endowed, be- 
longed to his country, not to himself. They were a sacred 
trust committed to him for the public weal," It may trulj 
be said of him, in the words of the poet, that he 

" With Canadian greatnesa linked hiB own, 
And, stoadf&st in that part, 
Held praise and blame but fitful eoundi 
And in the love of oountr; fooad 
Full solace for his heart." 

Love of work and appreciation of its importance in'^ 
the struggle of life was another very prominent character- 
istic in Sir John Thompson. He was a severe, conscientious 
and thorough worker. To quote the Toronto Mail shortly 
after his death : "It was hard study that made him a 
lawyer. It was application that gave him eminence in hia 
profession, whether on the Bench or at the Bar. It was 
thought, deep and long, that produced the Parliamentury 
speeches which made him famous. It was unremitting 
labour that conferred upon him what we describe as talent, 
and won for him the confidence necessary to hia position 
as leader." 

In Parliament he was always at his post IE the 
House sat till daylight, Sir John would keep his seat. 
Upon one occasion a debate lasted through the night and 
until II o'clock the next morning. When the members 
who were lucky enough to be allowed to go away to sleep 
"on call " returned next day they found the Premier silting 
there, half asleep, but still on duty. At another time he 
remained at his post^ although the little daughter in whom. 
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he was so wrapped up waa known to be lying in a serious 
condition at home. 

A atern sense of justice was one of the deepest traits 
in his character. It waa this known sentiment which gave 
tlie House such confiiience in the Minister, such respect for 
the man. Justice must be done, whether it affected 
wealthy contractors and Conservative-*, such as Connolly, 
Murphy, and McGreevy, or the humblest clerk in a minor 
department of the Government. Many stories are told in 
this connection. In Nova-Scotia he had the reputation of 
being a very severe Judgn, and especially when que,stions 
of fraud were involved. In such cases it was a common 
saying — " God help him i£ he gets into Thompson's hands." 
Upon one occasion he was visiting the Penitentiary at 
Dorohester, N.B, in his official capacity as Minister of 
Justice, when a man was brought before him who com- 
plained that his period of sentence had been too long; that 
the punishment was far too great for the offence — which 
he described. Sir John is said to have been greatly 
impressed by the story and to have exclaimed, " That does 
seem a long sentence for such an offence ; who tried the 
case ?" "It was Judge Thompson, your Honour," came the 
reply. He was inexorable in cases where cruelty to chil- 
dren was concerned. At one time, a woman had been 
convicted for some cruelty to a little child, and a great deal 
of political induence was brought to bear on the 
Minister to advise her release. On visiting the Peniten- 
tiary where she was confined, she brought up a further 
petition. Sir John said : " So you expect to be iefc out ? " 
" I hope so. Sir John," was the reply. " Well, if in a hun- 
dred years from now you were living and I was still 
Minister of Justice, I would not let you out." 

Love of religion and appreciation of the ordinances of 
Jjis Church was another deep-aeated inliuencc in his daily 
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life and public career. Referenct.' has been made elsewhere 
at some length, to this subject, but a little more may be 
said. Whole volumes were written and uttered concerning 
it at the time of his death. A very striking remark in this 
connection was made by the distinguished Presbyterian 
divine, Rev. Dr. Barclay : 

" Whatever differing views we may hold, it is sui*ely 
gratifying to know, that, alike in his private life and in the 
discharge of his public duties, he was not ashamed to OMn 
his Lord, and that when he went to Windsor to have an 
audience with and receive a high honour from his earthly 
Sovereign, he carried with him the symbols which could 
not fail to remind him that there, as elsewhere, he was in 
tbo audience chamber of the King of Heaven." 

The symbols of his creed were thus with him in his 
Rulden death, and surrounded him in his Imperial funeral, 
as they had been with him during his life. 

The correspondent of a daily paper writing a few 
months before his last journey to the old land,* describes a 
talk with him amid the quiet of the Muskoka lakes, upon 
religious matters. So rare was it for him to say anything 
upon such a subject, that this little paragraph is doubly 
interesting : 

■ " Do you accept all of the Apostles' creed, sir ? " 

*' Yes," he said, and the little word was full of affirma- 
tion. 

"Even the resurrection of the body?" — was it some 
unconscious premonition that moved me, 1 wonder ? 

"Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall 
behold, and not another," he replied with gentle ^Q'avity; 
and then he spoke about the difficulties of i'aith, and how 
he had come to realize that all vital belief centres about 
the solemn story of the Incarnation. 
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Understanding that aright, we shall know all else, he 
said : " Christ did not come into the world-merely to teach 
morality, that can be taught in other ways." 

The home life of a public man in British countries is 
sacred. But in the case of Sir John Thompson the per- 
sonal interest of the people was so greatly aroused by his 
tragic death ; the sympathy of the Queen was so kindly 
and graciously tendered to the orphaned daughter; the 
sentiment of the country was so sincerely stirred by the 
lack of provision left for his family ; that it is permissible 
to say that no more affectionate husband and father ever 
lived than the late Premier showed himself to be. His 
family consisted of two grown up sons and three daufjhters. 
The youngest of these was a beautiful and merry child, 
who was crippled a few years since by some sadly pain- 
ful accident. Her father poured out money like water in 
the effort to have the trouble cured, but in vain, and 
friends of the family describe his devotion to the child as 
something touching. Some faint idea of the nature of the 
late Premier s home life crept into the papers during his 
summer stay in the charming Muskoka cottage lent him 
by Senator Sanford. And a writer already referred to 
may be quoted once more in this connection : 

" Few are aware of the almost idyllic relations that 
exist in the home life of Canada's Premier. It is rarely 
given to see affection so strong, tenderness so great, sincer- 
irv and reverence so evident as that which is woven into 
tlu^ close bond that girds the family life of Sir John 
Thompson Between parents and children exist the closest 
possible ties, and one feels instinctively that all that the 
world could i(ive of honours would weigh as nothing 
against this strong family affection.'' 

And in spite of the stern justice which he endeavoured 
to mete out to criminals, and the apparent coldness of his 
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mriTinur ami JispiwitUni, the late Premit-r wtis ussentially 
w.nTU- hearted and sym pat lie tic He ffave fi-uuly ti» tlie 
poor, but always quietly and without ostenttttiun. He 
contributed largely to religious objects, but iri both those 
i-eapecta his right hand knew not what his left wiia doing. 
LaJy Aberdeen, in a striking ai-ticle contrihutud to the 
Outlook ol' New York, telia a story which illustrates his 
character better than many pages of eulogy : " It is under- 
stood that upon one occasion a woman, whoso savings he 
had invested for her many years l>et'oi'e, carna to tell him 
that she had lost her money, and he contrived, with great 
inconvenience to himself, to give her back the money, con- 
ceiving himself in a measure responsible for the loss." 

Sir John Thompsoi was often urged to take more 
exei-cise, but alleged that he had not the tim>?, 01' late 
years, it is understood, he walked, as a rule, from his house 
to his office in the Parliament buildin<rs and back again. 
The story is tsld in connection with a well-known Ottawa 
character, that upon one occasion the Premier was spoken 
to in this matter, and replied. " Exercise! why the days are 
not long enough for all the work I have to do. About all 
the exercise I can get is the walkfrom my house up to the 
Hill and back. I go up Elgin Street one morning," he 
continued, with a twinkle in his eye, "and the next morn- 
ing, in order to circumvent Henry Wentwurth Monk, J go 
up Metcalfe Street." 

It is sad to note that one of the pleasures to which he 
looked forward in iiis hist trip to England and the Cunti- 
niiiit was never realized. It is understood that Sir .luhti 
i;ntertaiiied a sincere admiration for Mr. Gladstone. Htiur- 
of this from Ijord and Lady A'l-jrdeen, the Grand Old 
Man, despite his known desire to sea only iutimnte friends 
,-(ir relations, wrote Sir John 'I'liorTipson inviting him to pay 
visit to HawarJen Castle. Tlii,'* the Canadiau Premier 



468 LIFE ANM> WUIUC UF 

had heartily consented to do, and proposed to ^o there after 
his visit to Windsor. 

Statesmen and leaders of the people seldom die rich. 
Their emoluments are comparatively small. They are 
excluded from many means of legitimate industry. They 
cannot indulge in speculation or honestly take advantage 
of many ways of making money which come to them. 
They have numerous and great expenses in the shape of 
public and private contributions, entertainments and sur- 
roundings. Strict economy would be impossible, even if 
their minds could be sufficiently detached from the respon- 
sibilities of power and administration to look closely after 
matters of personal expenditure. Hence it was not 
unnatural that Sir John Thompson should have died poor. 
A couple of thousand dollars was found to be left of the 
money he had saved when on the Bench of Nova-Scotia, 
but including life insurance — which it is probable he found 
difficult to get in later years — the estate only totalled up 
to $0,727. 

The Government were, therefore, justified in asking 
the people, for whom he had sacrificed so much, to con- 
tribute to a national testimonial. To this Sir Donald Smith 
wired $5,000 from London, and Senator Ogilvie, of Montreal, 
added $2,500 ; the Ministers of the Crown each gave $500, 
and tlie popular subscriptions very soon rolled the total up 
to $25,000. It would have been much larger had the 
public not been aware of the intention of Parliament to 
make an additional grant. An interesting and somewhat 
unusual feature of this spontaneous offering was a kindly 
letter from the dead leader's old opponent, Sir Richard 
Cartwright, enclosing a hundred dollar cheque 

It is impossible, in conclusion, to do justice in a few 
words to the life and work of Sir John Thompson. But the 
leading features of his character — love of country and love 
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of home, regard for religion and love of justice, loyalty to 
the Empire and devotion to duty — may be considered as 
the basis of his success in life ; the root from which sprang 
popular approval and regard : the means by which his 
reputation grew; the source of the honours conferred by 
his Queen and country ; the reason for the example whicli 
his career atfords to all young Canadians and to all loyal 
citizens of this great Dominion. 
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APPENDIX. 



CANADA'S LATE PREMIER. 

* 

An Article contributed hy Her Excellency the Countess of Aberdeen^ to the 
"Outlook*^ of New York^ and reprinted by peitniasimi. 

What manlier of man was this whose death has stirred the heart of 
an Empire, whose memory was crowned with laurels by his Sovereign's 
own hand, and whoso remains were borne across the ocean by one of Bri- 
tain's proudest war ships, and followed to the grave by the representatives 
of army and navy, church and state, and of every party, class and cree<l, 
amidst the mouring of a people ? 

Some will attribute the feeling which has been evoked to the dramatic 
character of his death — and truly all the circumstances surrounding it 
were such as to leave an indelible impression. Here was a man, still in 
the prime of life, who had risen by steady and successive steps, to the 
highest post of honour in his own country, at the head of a powerful party, 
and enjoying the respect of both friend and foe, called by his Queen to her 
I)alace to receive from herself a signal mark of recognition of services 
which he had rendered to the Empire. And scarcely had he left her pres- 
ence when the startling news came that a higher sunmions had called him 
to the presence of the King of kings, and his sorrowing family and country 
were left to realize all the greatness of their loss. 

All that queenly thoughtfulness and womanly sympathy could do to 
soothe the grief of those who loved him and the country which trusted 
him, was done by Queen Victoria, who, in her respect for the religious 
persuasion of the dead, in her motherly tenderness toward the young 
daughter left fatherless far from her own home, and in her beautiful act of 
royal recognition of faithful service, in Iicrself laying the victor's wreath 
of laurels on the coffin of the departed statesman, showed once more the 
secret of the power by which she has strengthened her throne and the 
British Constitution for well nigh sixty years. 

Her government and her people caught up the note and Iionour after 
honour was offered to the remains of the late premier, and not only his 
own country, but every British colony throbbed reaponaively to this de- 
monstration of the oneness of the British Empire and of the reality of the 
ties which unite all its component parts. 
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Uut wlicn ill this is said, and more than fully granted, 
aaeerted that it Viae mei'el; ttie accident of Sir Joho Thompson's death at 
Windsor Castle, and the conBequeuces resulting therefrom, which occa- 
Bioned the deep feeling perceptible amongst the crowds who attended his 
funBral. and which has left such a keon sense of bereavement from East to 
West in the *ide Domiuion, even after the first outburst of sorrow ha-i 
spent itself! 

What is the secret uhich has made the clergy of all denoniinatious 
not only voice the sorrow of their people but bold up Sir John's life as a 
message to those who are left ; and this, although in early manhood he 
had lolt the oburob of his fathers to join the Roman Catholic Communion* 

What ia it that makes his political foes speak aa if the; too have sns' 
tained a personal loss ! 

What is it that makes all patriotic citizeoa feel that they have been 
snddelily deprived of a national bulwark on which they depended for many 

Why do those who were privileged to oall him friend feel that a bright 
light has gone out and that a great darkness has overspread their lives ? 

Tbci-e is but one answer to these questionings. The heart of the peo- 
ple is tme to higher instincts when it ffila a, t-hance, And never has a man's 
career mora exempUlied the power of ckaraeier, strong, elevated, trained 
ckafOfUr, than tiir John Thompson's. 

lie began life as a boy at HalifaJt, with but few advantages, saving 
those u-liiuh lie in a public 8i:hool education and in the iniluencea of a ault- 
iireii home, wLore all the proud iritditioiia of mingled Irish and Scottish 
descent were cherished and made a means of indiieing love and loyalty to 
the new ooiintry as well aa to the old. His father, a literary man of no 
mean eapaciCy, and a co-editor with Joseph Howe, was tlie reverse of 
wealthy, and the yoitlh bod to work his way upwards by his own personal 
eiui'tiout. From the outset a distinguishing feature of his character was 
a raarvelloua power of concentration and habit of industry, ond it was the 
ciiltivatioti of these qualities which enabled him by degrees to give proof 
of his more brillinnt intellectual qualities and which insured his rise from 
tha reporters' chair to the lawyer's office, and thence to be Alderman of 
bia city, Member of the Provincial iiegislature. Premier of his Province, 
Judge, Uinistor of Justice for the Domiuion, Premier of Canada, repi-e- 
scotative oi Oreat Britain during the Intcniational Arbitration Conferea- 
ues, and at bst, Privy Councillor of (ircat Britain. 

In each and all of these capacities he has left a record which any man 
may well envy, ood one founded not on mere brilliancy uf eloquence, or 
ability to evoke popular synipetltiea, or cleverness in manipulating parly 
politics, 

tjearch through his life, ask Iliose who knew him l)est, and there is 
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but one testimony. Thoroughness of work, intensity of purpose, single- 
ness of aim, unflinching conscientiousness and a prevailing sense of the 
presence of Gkxi marked all he did or said. The poorest clients might 
depend on their case being gone into with the same thoroughness as was 
given in after years to a great legislative measure, or to the adjustment of 
an international question. Whether the matter was great or small which 
he had in hand, he considered it worthy of his best and his whole atten. 
tion, and thus it has come about that during liis comparatively brief tenure 
of office as Minister of Justice, he left the stamp of enduring work on the 
laws of the country, as for example, in the splendid accomplishment of 
the codifying of the criminal law, which be carried through with infinite 
pains and which has placed Canada ahead, in this respect, of many older 
countries. When listening to the details of a case, he would often sit 
looking immovable and irresponsive, but when the moment came for 
summing up, or charging the jury, it was found that not a point had 
escaped him, and that the just proportion and weight of all the facts were 
given with extraordinary precision and lucidity, and his arguments were 
so forcible as to carry alL before them. His public speaking was eloquent, 
because of the matter which it contained and the strength of his reason- 
ing, mingled with a quiet by-play of humour and kindliness. There wets 
never any of that straining after effect, or the saying of words for the sake 
of saying them, which mark the utterances of weaker men. And in this, 
his speaking was after all, only typical of the man, who showed his great- 
ness in his simplicity, humility, and entire absence of egotism or self- 
consciousness. 

The success which he won in all that he undertook never spoilt him — 
to the end he was as a child — willing to learn from all and never so full of 
his own opinions as not to be able to listen to what others had to say. But 
when his turn came to speak, there was no hesitation, and he could hold 
his own with the best of them. 

The leading men who were engaged with him in the Behring Sea 
arbitration, and on other public occasions, whether in Canada, London, 
Paris or Washington, such as Lord Kipon, Lord Hanneu, Lord Russell, 
Sir Richard Webster, Baron de Courcel, and Mr. Bayard, have all given 
their witness concerning the great influence exercised by Sir John's ability 
and strength, and calm judicial powers, and it was impossible for anyone 
to come into close contact with him without being impressed with his 
exceptional qualities. 

But not all knew that beneath the calm, almost impassive exterior 
there raged a volcano, and that it was only by stern self-government that 
he had obtained the mastery which stood him in such good stead. 

Many who knew him only as the inflexible judge, whose severity in 
cases where there was the slightest deviation from honesty and upright- 
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nesa was pioverhial, ocmW Bcaroely credit tlio tendernwa of his heart when 
he bod to deaJ wibh the erring, the poor and the affliuted, in a private 
capacity, or Imovr what he was aa a husband, father and friend in the 
midst of his own hoine circle. 

Of his perBonal scnipuloua hoaeaty and incorruptibility mnny instances 
conld be k'^^I' ^"^ ''' ^'' eooiigh to point to the fact that he died a, very 
poor man, although he had been in a position where he could have grasped 
at wealth, and that not his bitterest enemy can whisper a word against 
his memory. But even to mention the fujt aecms to insult hiru. What 
else eould be expeuted from one oE whom it is told that, when a woman 
whose savings he had invested for her niiiny years ago, in what was 
considered a good investment, oame to tell him that she had lost her 



to himself, to give 
esponsihle for the 



I 



money, he actually oontrived with great 
her back the money, conceiving bimseU 

And when his change of celigion threatened to wreck his worldly 
prospeuLs. he faced the worst and was willing to en<4nre poverty and toil 
for himself ami his family rather, than not be true to his oonviotiona. And 
once again, only a few weeks before his death, he was warned that con- 
tinuance in the pnhlic service might — nay, would probably mean death to 
him, whereas rest and change of climnle would probably restore him to 
health. But to his mind his doty was clear. '' It would be oowardly to 
resign now " he said. And so he remained at his post, and at Ms post he 
died, n.ud to few iias it been given to work so much good for their country 
by their death. 

la it then natter for wonder that Canada and the Hritiah Empire 
mourn, and that bis country and his friends can only yield him to the 
great beyond with resignation, when they meditate on the abiding influence 
of hlB life and character and Iielieve that it will surely inspire many young 
lives in the futuie to devote themselves thus also gloriously to the service 
of their country and their God I 
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SOME LETTERS AND DESPATCHES OF 

IMPORTANCE. 

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN TO LADY THOMPSON. 

Windsor Castle, London, England, 

December 12th, 1894. 

It is impossible for me to say how deeply grieved I am at the terrible 

occurrence which took place here to-day, and bow very truly I sympathize 

with you in your deep affliction. . - 

Victoria R.L 

THE EARL OP ROSEBEEY TO LORD ABERDEEN. 

Please express to your Government my deep regret at the grievous 
calamity which has deprived your GUivemment of its eminent Premier. 

(Signed), Rosbbert. 

THE MARQUESS OF RIPON TO LORD ABERDEEN, 

Downing Street, 12th December, 1894. 
My Lord, — It was with feelings of deep sorrow and regret that I 
telegraphed to you yesterday, announcing the death, in circumstances so 
tragic, of Sir John Thompson. The grief which you and his colleagues and 
the whole of the Dominion of Canada must feel at the premature close of 
Sir John Thompson's career, which has been not only active and brilliant 
but marked by solid and useful statesmanship, is shared by Her Majesty's 
Goverament and the people of this country, who feel that the loss is a 
national one. The deceased statesman, while a strenuous supporter of the 
rights, and a firm believer in the future of Canada, was at the same time a 
loyal and eloquent advocate of everything that tended to the unity of the 
Empire to which, in the recent arbitration at Paris and on other occasions, 
he had rendered valuable service. With his personal character your lord- 
ship is of course much more familiar than myself ; but even the brief 
acquaintance which I enjoyed with him impressed me with his genial tem- 
per and kindness of heart, his unassuming modesty, his candour and up- 
rightness, and unflinching courage in maintaining his convictions. With 
Lady Thompson and her family I feel the deepest sympathy in the irrepar- 
able loss which has befallen them. 

I have, etc., 

(Signed), Ripon. 
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FROM THE EAUL OF DERBY, G.C.B. 

LATB GciViRMOB'GKNK&AL OT CASADA. 

PreBBOt. Eng,, Deo. 13th, TSW. 
I*d.v TliompBon, Ottnwn ; 

.'-L;ue]it the deepest syuipatby with your gi'eat •orrow from your sin- 
e frienita, Derby, CoDstauM, and all the other memberB of the family. 

DUBBT. 

FROM THE EAHL OF JER3Ey, O.C.M.O. 

BltttcLley, England, Deo. 13th. 18B4. 
r.ady TbompsoD, Ottawa : 

I beg to offer you my deepest aympathy. The sorrow is universal. 

FROM SrR OLIVER MOWAT, PREMIER OP ONTARIO. 

Toronto, Deaember 13th, 1894. 
Lady Thompxou, Ottawa : 

I desire to eipreas lay deep aympathy with yon and youra io your 

great affiction I have not belonged to the same political party aa your 

nented basband, but I saw and learned enough of him to create an hnn. 

liliing on my part towards him, as well as gieat esteem niid reBi>eot. 

Caiiarla bu in bis deixlb lost one of her truest liooa and greatest pubtlo 

0. Mo WAT. 
THE MARQUESS OF LANSUOWNE TO SIR C. TUPPER. 
Bowood, Calne, Wilts, Dec. 14th, 1804. 
Dear Sir Charles. — Allow me Co express to you the deep concern with 
which I have heard of Sir John Thompson's death. He joineil Sir John 
Mncdooald'a Govertunent while I WEts Governor-General, and 1 wai munh 
thrown into contact with him dnring the latter yoara of my term of office. 
It wu impossible to know him without being impressed by his immnnse 
ability and statesmanlike power. That be h%d other qualities which mode 
t>itii a moat agreeable and interesting colleague, no one is belter aware than 
yniirsclf. Hia loss is a very deep one to the Dominion and to the Empire, 
I cannot end llieae lines without saying somelhiug of the deep eympathy 
which Lady [«inadnw:ie and I feel with Lady Thompson in the calamity 
^ which has ao suddenly befallen her. 

Believe me, dear S'r Charles, yours sincerely, 

(Signed), Lams DOW NK, 
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J am, hir, your ol>edient servant, 

(ISigned), Chablis Mills. 
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SOME RESOLUTIONS OF REGRET. 

It is impossible to bring together within reasonable compass, the 83nn- 
pathetio resolntions called forth in every part of Canada, by the sudden 
death of Sir John Thompson. But a few are here given which may be 
considered of special interest as coming from the more important non- 
political bodies. It would be out of the question to give even a list of 
those passed by Conservative Associations. 

UNIVERSITY SENATE, TORONTO. 

The Senate of the University of Toronto, on motion of Mr. Mulock, 
M.P., seconded by Rev. Principal Caven, J) D., passed the following 
resolution : 

That the Senate shares in the universal sorrow caused by the death 
of the Premier of Canada, the Right Honorable Sir John S. D. Thompson, 
K.C.M.G., etc. 

The Senate is deeply conscious of the great loss which the Dominion 
has sustained in the removal of a statesman so eminent for his abilities and 
whose devotion to the- interests of his country is recognized by all. 

Sir John Thompson's intellectual endowments were of a very high 
order, and had been diligently cultivated in early life by assiduous study. 

He seemed easily and naturally to reach the highest position, whether 
in the profession of law or in the province of statesmanship. No sooner 
had he entered the public service of the Dominion of Canada than his 
great force of intellect and character began to be felt. His clear and com- 
prehensive understanding, his mastery of facts and skill in arranging them, 
together with his power of direct, simple, statement, made him most able 
in debate. His capacity for work was great, and it may be fearod that his 
untiring application to onerous duty may have shortened his valuable life. 
In his high position he had little more tlian time to show that in ability 
and devotion to the service of the country, he was worthy to stand b( side 
his most eminent predecessors, when, in the inscrutable providence of (Jod, 
he was called away, just as his Sovereign had placed the laurel wte.ilh 
upon his brow 

The Senate thankfully directs the attention of the young incn of 
Canada to his example of the consccretion of rare gifts to the service of 
his country, and looks back with pride upon a career which accumulated 
no wealth but the affection of his countrymen. It unites with the whole 
people in thanking Her Gracious Majesty for so fully recognizing his 
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eminent talents and services, which will not be forgotten by CanadA 
nor the'^eat empire to which -our country is proud to belong. 

The Senate prays that heavenly consolation may be imparted to Lady 
Thompson and the members of her family in this the day of great sorrow, 
lirst and deepest of all, theirs, but also that of the country and the empire. 



THE ALBANY CLUB, TORONTO. 

At a meeting of the directors of the Albany Club, a letter of condol- 
ence was drafted and forwarded to Lady Thompson. The following is the 
text of the letter : 

To Lculy TJwmpson, Ottawa^ Ont, 

We, the officers and members of the Albany Club, Toronto, of which 
your deceased husband was honorary president, venture to intrude upon 
your privacy, in this, the hour of your terrible bereavement, with heart- 
felt sympathy. 

To the members of this club, allied with Lim socially and politically, 
the decease of Canada's Prime Minister, in the ripeness of his manhood 
and the plenitude of power, is a matter for the profoundest regret. Out- 
side and beyond us, the Conservative party at large, and the entire people 
of the Dominion, from his ocean home in the east to the shores of .the 
Pacific, are mourning the death of one, trusted alike by friends and oppo- 
nents. But to you and his grief-stricken family, the loss comes closer 
home and is irreparable. Frelsh from the throne of our gracious Sovereign, 
where his life endeavours had just received recognition in the bestowal of 
one of the highest honours in Her Majesty's gift, death came to him in the 
very moment of fruition. The life full of promise was cut short, but time 
had been given him to show those qualities of head and heart, that will 
ever keep his name alive in the page of Canadian history, and in the 
memory of those who knew him. He had accomplished much. An able 
counsel, an upright judge, a wise representative in Parliament and a pow- 
erful Minister, enjoying tlie full conlidence of his country, he ever bore 
}iiin«elf bravely in iho eyes of the ])ublic us a man without reproach. 

fii ])rivate life, with wife uii-l family, a devoted husband and affec- 
tiniiati^ father, he has leti to them and you the glorious heritage of a 
giL-iU ami iijitaniished name. 

Ami to them and you we lespectfully tender this all too inadequate 
exprt;i<ioii ^^i siiuere condolence. 

C. H. KiTClIIE, 

Staik 1)i('i;-La':i)ek. President, 

iS'Crefiiry-Trea.^urer. 
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THE MONTREAL BAR. 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

That the members of the Montreal section of the Bar of the Provin> e 

of Quebec desire to give expression to the great ^'ricf with whicli thc\ 

have heard of the death of the late ^ir .John Thompson, K.C. M.G., Q.C\. 

Premier and Minister of Justice of the Dominion of Canada, and to plu« e 

on record their sincere appreciation of his eminent abilities as a statesnia:-. 

and a lawyer, and of his probity and honour as a man. 

That in the death of the late Sir John Thompson the Dominion v>: 

Canada and our profession have sustained an irreparable loss. 

That we desire to convey our respectful condolences to the family i»: 
the deceased, and that the secretary be requeated to transmit to LiiMv 
Thompson a copy of the foregoing resolution. 



TRURO. NOVA SCOTIA, BOARD OF TRADE. 

The members of the Truro ik>ard of Trade, as Nova Scotians, shute 
in the grief felt by our fellow-countrymen in the other Provinces of the 
Dominion, at the sudden and tragic death of Sir John S. D. Thonip.4on. 
Premier of Canada. 

His brilliant career in his chosen profession, and afterwards in tho 

wider field of National Politics commanded the admiration and re8|iect of 

all daasea. When to rare intellectual gifts was united an evident and 

conacientioos devotion to the country's interests and service, we rrnIi/>- 

more- profoundly the loss that has been sustained. With gift;* aivl 

opportunities for acquiring wealth, his unselfish sacrifice to rluty )rff hur 

a poor man, and he died rich only in the posscnsion of the re^nnl :iii<i 
esteem of his fellow citizens. We join in extending to I^uly Th'unp^oi- 
and her family our sympathy for thoir irr'rpar able loss, and one whioh i* 
felt most keenly not only throughout Can ad a but Iha Empire as well. 

A TRIBUTE h'ROy, TffK MKTiroDIST Clil^ncU. 

At a meetin:: of *.':.': '.^f.- .-t! ry/ir'i '.f thi; 'Iiii.-o, \ S . M»*I 
church, held on tli". \>*':. f I^ ■:..■.':. f- W . If ff'-.rv. h !• ■• • 
chair, after fittiii_' :■ - • .■,■.■■..■. 
seconded bv the Hj.i.. . 

immeasurably 'ji »:'■■' 
who, at so early h.:. .,■■. 
in Britain's colo;:; ■! - 

That th»: bo;j: ;*.•.■.•■ . - -. 

to extend hoasMV;-. »-.f. 
and familv of ( ar.v.'i 
Oiver of all good tr.-.r if- 
afBiction. 
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Private Secretary to the late Sir John Thompson ; Mr. David Creighton, 
Mr. A. H. U. Colquhoun, Mr. Christoper Robinson, Q.C., Hon, T. W. 
Anglin, ex-M.P., John A. Ewan, of the (?/o&e, Mr. D. E Thomson, Q. C, 
Rev. H. J. Cody, Wycliffe College, Mr. B. E. Walker, General Manager of 
the Canadian Bank of Comm rce, Mr. J. P. Murray, Mr. VV. D. McPher- 
son, Mr. J. M. Clark, M.A., and Mr. Arthur Wallis, of Toronto; Mr. 
Fred. Cook, Mr. W. J. Healy, Mr. George Johnson, of Ottawa ; Mr. F. B 
Bligh and Mr. Alderman Wallace, of Halifax ; Mr. Nicholas Flood Daviii, 
M.P., of Regina, and many others in different parts o| the country. 
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